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The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Vice 

Chairperson John Falco in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:06 p.m.  Those present 

were Ms. Cugno, Ms. DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Ms. Van der Kloot and Superintendent 

Belson. Mr. Scarpelli, Mr. Skerry and Mayor McGlynn were absent. 

 

A musical presentation by the McGlynn School Ensemble was enjoyed before the regular 

order of business began.  The students were presented with award certificates and 

thanked by the School Committee on their continued success. This was the fourth year 

that the ensemble has won the gold medal under the direction of Ms. Sophia Chang. 

 

A five-minute recess was held at 7:20 p.m. 

The meeting continued at 7:25 p.m. 

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the minutes of March 16, 2015 be approved: 

Vote: 

Yes:     4 

No:       0 

Absent: 3 

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 

Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:   4  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Van der Kloot  

 Nay: 0 

 Absent:  3 Scarpelli, Skerry, McGlynn 

 

On the motion of  Ms. DiBenedetto that the Payrolls be approved: 

Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 4 Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Van der Kloot 

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 3 Scarpelli, Skerry, McGlynn 

 

Report on Social Studies Programs 

Deputy Superintendent Beverly Nelson reported that under the direction of Director of 

Humanities Nicole Chiesa, Director of Curriculum and Instruction Bernadette 

Ricciardell, Lead Teacher for Social Studies Nicholas Kain and several other teachers the 

department has been involved in programs this year including Model United Nations, 

National History Day and Global Scholars.  These programs allow students to expand 



their education beyond the walls of Medford’s schools by interacting with students from 

other communities and countries.  In the competitive programs our students have been 

recognized for their exemplary performance by the organizations sponsoring these 

programs.  Ms. Nelson introduced Dr. Chiesa to continue the presentation.  Dr. Chiesa 

said that on March 6 twelve students participated in the invitational Model United 

Nations Conference held at Northeastern University.  This is an opportunity for students 

to think critically about global issues, improve presentation and writing skills and connect 

with others to share global interests.  All participating students were exemplary in their 

performance.  In addition, two best paper awards were received.  The students were 

presented with award certificates and congratulated by the School Committee for their 

accomplishments. 

Dr. Chiesa continued by announcing that for the first time in Medford’s history, Medford 

High School students participated in the annual National History Day completion.  On 

February 28 three freshmen took part in the Greater Boston District’s National History 

Day competition in Stoneham.  The three students received exemplary participation for 

their exhibits and documentations.  One student also received honorable mention.  The 

students were presented award certificates and congratulated. 

Global Scholars Update 

Dr. Bernadette Ricciardelli updated the committee on the progress of the program. 

She reported that grade seven teachers at the Andrews and McGlynn began the initiative 

shortly after February vacation and report a very smooth start to its implementation.  She 

reported that in March the program coordinator and founder visited the schools to see the 

success of the program.  Also Fred Laskey, Executive Director of the MWRA, spoke to 

the students.  Medford recently received notification that Global Scholars has selected 

Medford to participate in the Sustainable Cities curriculum for next school year.  Middle 

School teacher Kathleen O’Donoghue briefed the committee with examples of the 

students involvement with the program. 

 

Discussion: 

Ms. Van der Kloot emphasized how exciting this opportunity is for the students.  Ms. 

Cugno asked how do the students communicate with the time differences.  Ms. 

O’Donoghue replied that the program uses a facebook platform where the students post 

messages and then other students like and reply.  Mr. Falco commented that his son said 

that it is exciting to communicate with students on the other side of the world.  He 

requested a letter be sent to Mr. Laskey.  Ms. DiBenedetto commented that she is so glad 

to see excitement in learning.  She asked for an update on the MCAS/PARCC testing in 

the next few weeks. Superintendent Belson said that the state is holding open forums on 

PARCC.  A decision will not be made until sometime this fall. 

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     4 

No:       0 

Absent: 3 

 

 

 



 

Report on Boston Globe Scholastic Awards 

Deputy Superintendent Beverly Nelson reported that the Boston Globe Scholastic Art and 

Writing Awards is the regional division of the national program.  The national program 

has recognized the talents of young artists and writers since 1923 with many of the 

winners going on professional careers in these areas.  Nicole Chiesa, Director of 

Humanities and Richard Trotta Director of Fine Arts presented their students to the 

committee for certificates and congratulations.  

 

Discussion: 

Mr. Falco requested that this is wonderful public relations and would like to schedule the 

subcommittee meeting very soon.  Superintendent Belson said that if possible he would 

like to hold a Committee of the Whole on April 30 to discuss substance abuse.  Ms. 

DiBenedetto would like the community leaders, police and all others involved invited to 

attend.  Superintendent Belson said that the first meeting needs to be only the committee 

then we can move forward.  Ms. DiBenedetto said that we need a long term plan for the 

schools and a long term plan for the city.  She would like to move forward quickly.   

 

Mr. Scarpelli arrived at 8:10 p.m. 

 

On the motion, the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

Report on Student Award in French Oratory Contest 

Rita DiCarlo Director of Foreign Languages presented the report. She reported that for 

the second year, Medford High School students participated in the French Oratory 

Contest organized by the Club Richelieu of Salem. Each year, a theme is announced, and 

students have to prepare a six minute oral presentation in French in order to enter the 

contest.  Amel Hassan, a student in French III honors, was selected to represent Medford 

High School. She was well prepared and rehearsed a few times in front of her classmates 

who provided constructive feedback. On March 11, Amel and her classmate and 

supporter Sarah Berlus, along with their teacher Ms. Smith, headed for the Hawthorne 

Hotel in Salem for the first round of the competition. She won first prize ($400) and went 

on to represent the Club Richelieu at the Regional Contest in Machester New Hampshire 

on March 21. This time again, her presentation was lauded.  She won second place and 

won an additional $250.  Amel came within a few points of the winner, a student from 

Bishop Fenwick High School who talked about Emilie du Chatelet’s contributions to the 

famous E=MC
2
 formula.  Amel was presented with a certificate from the committee. 

On the motion, the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 



Ms. DiBenedetto requested suspension of the rules.  She said that with todays news 

regarding the Mayor she would like to nominate him for a Lifetime Member to MASC. 

Ms. Van der Kloot will check to see if he has received this recognition before. 

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto, seconded by Ms. Van ker Kloot  

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

Pre Budget Report – Humanities 

Nichole Chiesa began with the social studies department.  Dr. Chiesa stated that the 

social studies department is committed to providing all students with the academic and 

problem-solving skills essential for personal development, responsible citizenship and 

life-long learning.  This support includes supervision and evaluation of twenty-six middle 

and high school teachers, revision of curriculum, review of program and instructional 

effectiveness.  The social studies department also ensures that students are appropriately 

placed in courses through communication and outreach with parents, students, and staff.  

The budget for social studies supports an instructional program that is aligned with the 

Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum Framework.  The social studies 

department provides teachers with resources necessary to implement the district’s social 

studies curriculum resulting in a program that supports students as they work to achieve 

competency.  Dr. Chiesa reported on the department’s highlights for the year and staffing 

needs and funding requests for next year.   

 

Discussion: 

Mr. Scarpelli asked where do we stand with the civics program?  Dr. Chiesa answered 

that it is offered as a mini course which is somewhat popular.  Mr. Scarpelli said that with 

such a diverse community he would like this course pushed more.  Mr. Falco feels that 

everyone should have to take civics.  It teaches them about democracy.  We need to look 

into offering it more than a mini course.  Ms. Van der Kloot questioned the large increase 

in textbooks.  She said with all the online components wouldn’t it make more sense to do 

that.  Dr. Chiesa said that they are still leaning to hard copies but most have an online 

component. 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

Pre Budget Report – English Language Arts 

Dr. Chiesa continued her presentation with the English Language Arts department.  

She stated that the English Language Arts department is dedicated to supporting all 

teachers in the district who teach this core academic subject.  This support includes 

supervision and evaluation of twenty-seven middle and high school teachers, revision of 

curriculum, review of program and instructional effectiveness, and analysis of assessment 

data (e.g. MCAS, Advanced Placement exams) for all grades K-12.  The English 

Language Arts Department also ensures that students are appropriately placed in high 



school courses through communication and outreach with parents, students, and staff. 

The report highlighted the major achievements and funding goals of the department.   

 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto asked what the feedback has been regarding the Journeys program.  Dr. 

Chiesa answered that across the board it has been positive.  Teachers and parents are 

excited.  She said that research with testing shows results in two to three years.  Ms. Van 

der Kloot questioned the usage of the Kindle Fire?  Dr. Chiesa answered that they are 

used in literature circle where groups of students select a book.  Students have the option 

if they want them. 

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli to take the papers out of order: 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

Report on SKILLS USA 

Superintendent Belson introduced Vocational Director Heidi Riccio to update the 

committee.  Ms. Riccio reported that fifteen students will attend the State Competition at 

the Best Western EXPO center on April 30, May 1, and May 2.  These students have 

earned a position to compete or serve as a voting delegate against other peers across the 

state.  The cost of the event is $3800 including 3 advisors to attend and supervise.  The 

students have raised approximately $1200 to attend the event and are seeking the 

additional funds to attend. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli seconded by Ms. DiBenedetto to support the students and 

approve $2600  

 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 5 Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot 

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 2 Skerry, McGlynn 

 

Report on Massachusetts Life Sciences Center 

Ms. Riccio reported that they have received a $100,000 grant to purchase biotechnology 

equipment which will enhance the new chapter 74 program.  This will benefit both the 

vocational school and the high school.  

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 



Absent: 2 

Ms. Riccio also informed the committee of a generous donation by DSM Sheet Metal and 

Larry Donovan a 1985 graduate of the vocational school.  Mr. Donovan is donation and 

installing a ventilation system for the plasma cutter for HVAC.  It has a value of $25,000 

 

Discussion: 

Ms. Cugno would like to invite Mr. Donovan to a future meeting.  She said that this is 

exactly what we talk about with alumni giving back to the community. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli seconded by Ms. DiBenedetto to accept the $25,000 

donation 

 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 5 Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot 

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 2 Skerry, McGlynn 

 

Ms. Van der Kloot left at 9:20 p.m. 

 

Financial Report 

Director of Administration and Finance Pat Velie presented the report.  Ms. Velie 

updated the committee on various accounts including special education, vocational, 

unemployment, utilities, buildings and grounds, technology, business office, and support 

services.  She said that the next few months will go by very quickly and despite the 

emergency repairs and the extreme weather we are still on track to end the year as 

planned through the utilization of budgeted revenue streams and categorized savings in 

key areas. 

 

Discussion: 

Mr. Scarpelli questioned the reimbursement to a teacher for items lost and asked if she 

has been fully paid.  Discussion was held regarding security cameras.  Ms. DiBenedetto 

asked about the online payment and if the summer programs will be included.  She also 

questioned how they pay right now.  Ms. Velie answered that they are cash based right 

now and the program will be offered to any department that collects fees.  Ms. 

DiBenedetto asked for a follow up on the intercom at the McGlynn and how teachers 

notify the office when it is down.  Superintendent Belson answered that it is a relay 

system and if it is all down then they must manually notify the office.  She said that this 

is a safety issued and a specific plan needs to be in place. Mr. Falco asked how long 

before the online payment goes online and if there is a charge.  Ms. Velie said that she 

hopes to hear this week and the cost is twenty-five cents for a check withdrawal and up to 

3% for a credit card charge.  Mr. Falco asked for an itemized list on what cameras are not 

working at each school. Mr. Falco asked Ms. Velie if she has any major concerns at this 

point.  Ms. Velie said that she meets weekly with staff to project a smooth year end and 

hopes for a smooth transition to next year.  

 

 



 

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     4 

No:       0 

Absent: 3 

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto to revert back to regular order of business. 

 

Yes:     4 

No:       0 

Absent: 3 

 

Pre Budget Report - Guidance 

Superintendent Belson introduced Amelia Jensen, Director of Guidance to present the 

report.  Ms. Jensen began by saying that the guidance department seeks to provide 

services in prevention and education, as well as intervention and referral, for all students 

by working collaboratively with parents, teachers, administrators and the community.  

This is done in order to ensure an environment where students feel comfortable exploring 

their personal goals related to social/emotional development, academic success, and 

college and career awareness in order to gain the most from their education and life 

experiences.  She reported on the department’s highlights for the year, staffing needs and 

funding requests for next year. 

 

Discussion: 

Mr. Scarpelli asked if she has been documenting how much time is spent on 

social/emotional learning.  Ms. Jensen answered that Jeff Lappin has been compiling this 

and it should be part of Kathy Medaglio’s report. Ms. DiBenedetto commented that 

everyone is saying they are spending so much more time on social/emotional learning she 

would like to have a discussion about this in the future to determine the best way to 

handle this.  Superintendent Belson said he would provide a forum for this.  Ms. Cugno 

asked how Ms. Jensen would utilize an elementary counselor. Ms. Jensen said that she 

would utilize them in the classroom with pro-active prevention beginning with a pilot 

program.   

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     4 

No:       0 

Absent: 3 

 

Pre Budget – Foreign Language 

Rita DiCarlo, Director of Foreign Language presented the report.  She gave an overview 

of the importance of foreign language study in today’s world.  Ms. DiCarlo continued 

with an update of the current foreign language program including programs held at the 

elementary, middle and high school.  She reported on the department’s highlights for the 

year, staffing needs and funding requests for next year. 



Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto commented that she is pleased that foreign language is now six days 

and asked how it is going.  Ms. DiCarlo answered it is going very well.  Ms. Cugno asked 

how the vocational students are doing?  Ms. DiCarlo said that they are doing fine.  Mr. 

Falco asked how old the middle school books are.  Mr. DiCarlo said they are very old but 

the teachers supplement.  Mr. Falco asked if there is a plan to replace the books.  Ms. 

DiCarlo said that they are very expensive at approximately $170 per book.   

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     4 

No:       0 

Absent: 3 

 

Pre Budget – Fine Arts 

Mr. Trotta began with the music department.  He said that musical programs are available 

to students in grades K-12 and include offerings in vocal, classroom, music appreciation 

and instrumental music.  At the elementary level, students are serviced by a music 

specialist in an introductory program of singing, musical history and music theory.  In 

grades 4 and 5 students may also elect to receive instrumental training on wind or string 

instruments.  In middle school, instrumental students may continue their studies or sing in 

a school choral ensemble.  He announced that the McGlynn Ensemble won the gold at the 

MICCA concert for the fourth year in a row. Mr. Trotta continued with the art 

department. He stated that the art program presents opportunities for students to explore 

and develop talents in a variety of art forms.  At the elementary and middle school level, 

weekly classes are presented by an art specialist who introduces basic concepts and 

nurtures developing skills.  At the high school level, students have the opportunity to 

concentrate in specific art specialties and also broaden their command of media and 

technique.  Offerings include comprehensive art, pottery, sculpture, jewelry, and fabric 

design.  Students regularly participate in regional art festivals and local public exhibits.    

 

Discussion: 

Mr. Scarpelli said he has seen an increase throughout the city in the involvement of art.  

He asked if there is any plan to reinstate music at the McGlynn.  Mr. Trotta said that they 

will need a full time teacher but their goal is to have coherent programs at both schools. 

Ms. Cugno asked if it is a scheduling glitch or lack of a teacher.  Mr. Trotta answered 

both but the McGlynn does have pockets of music.  Ms. Nelson commented that it is a 

function of using staff; the Andrews is having trouble scheduling health; it is a function 

of time.  We need to take a look at the eighth grade schedules.  Ms. DiBenedetto asked 

when hosting a band competition where does the money go?  Ms. Cugno said point of 

information the band pays all the expenses and the remainder is being raised to buy new 

uniforms.  Ms. DiBenedetto questioned if any of the old instruments have been sold? She 

would like an update report on this. Mr. Falco asked if the Alma Mater Song has been 

brought back yet for playing at graduation?   Mr. Trotta replied no.   

 

 

 



On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     4 

No:       0 

Absent: 3 

 

Report on Donation to the Columbus Elementary School 

Superintendent Belson reported that the National Coalition for Educational and Cultural 

Programs has generously donated $600 to the Columbus Elementary School.  The money 

will be used to purchase bilingual books for the schools’ diverse population.  Ms. Kay, 

Principal is requesting the School Committee approve this donation. 

 

On the motion of Ms. Cugno seconded by Ms. DiBenedetto to accept the donation: 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 4 Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, 

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 3 Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 

 

Recommendation to Increase Summer School Tuition 

Deputy Superintendent Beverly Nelson presented the report.  She stated that there are 

many programs that take place during the summer months designed to both remediate 

and to enrich our students’ regular academic year. A full report of the programs planned 

for this summer will be presented at our May 4 meeting. 

One of these summer programs is our traditional summer school.  This program allows 

students grades 6-12 who have failed a major academic subject to make up the failing 

grade.  If we did not have this program many of our students would not be promoted or 

have to take make up courses at another location. 

The tuition for each summer school course has been $200 for several years.  We are 

asking that the School Committee approve an increase in the tuition by $50 per course 

due to the following the increase in students needing medical attention during the day has 

greatly increased.   At one time there was the need for only one nurse to service all 

summer programs.  This is no longer the case as the need for nursing services becomes 

greater each year.  The increase in tuition would help to defray the costs of an additional 

nurse. Unlike other communities whose summer school program runs for 20 days, 

Medford’s program is a 30 day program. The current tuition is below the tuition charged 

by many other schools and communities who like Medford do not have a line item 

supporting summer school in the regular school budget. Our research shows the 

following tuition costs. As in past years the district works with those families who 

financially need consideration.  We do not turn away a student from taking a course due 

to financial hardship. 

 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto said that she has a problem with the increase.  There are too many 

families that are still struggling and this would be a financial burden to them.  Mr. 

Scarpelli said he understands his colleagues concerns but he will support the motion.  Ms. 

Cugno suggested an increase of $25 this year and $25 next year.   

 



On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli seconded by Ms. Cugno to increase the tuition to $250 

Yes:     4 

No:       0 

Absent: 3 

 

New Business 

School Committee Resolution  

Be it resolved that the Medford School Committee congratulate the Medfodrd High 

School Boys Hockey, Medford High School Girls Hockey and the Medford High School 

Gymnastic teams on winning the GBL title. 

 

School Committee Resolution 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 

family of Sydell Musikar.  Ms. Muskiar was the mother of Adjustment Counselor 

Rhonda Musikar-Rosner. 

School Committee Resolution 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 

condolences to the family of  Anthony Giurleo.  Anthony was a 2009 graduate of 

Medford High School. 

 

School Committee Resolution 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 

condolences to Tony Szykniej, Music Head Teacher, on the untimely loss of his son Jess. 

 

A moment of silence was held. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that meeting be adjourned at 11:21 p.m. 

 

 

       Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Robert E. Skerry Jr 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


