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The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Vice 

Chairperson John Falco in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:06 p.m.  Those present 

were Ms. Cugno, Ms. DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Scarpelli, Mr. Skerry, Ms. Van der 

Kloot and Superintendent Belson. Mayor McGlynn was absent 

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto that the minutes of March 16, 2015 be approved: 

Vote: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 

Ms. DiBenedetto questioned the charge for Empire Cleaning Company.  Superintendent 

Belson said he would get more information and report back. 

 

Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:   6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot  

 Nay: 0 

 Absent:  1 McGlynn 

 

On the motion of  Mr. Skerry that the Payrolls be approved: 

Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 6 Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot 

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 1 McGlynn 

 

Report on MASC Division 9 Meeting on March 28, 2015 

Paulette Van der Kloot reported that Medford hosted the event which was very well 

attended.  Professor Jack Snyder from College of the Holy Cross was the speaker.  

Professor Snyder has done work in Somerville among other communities.  He is 

researching testing and measuring things that matter more.  Ms. Van der Kloot said that 

more information will be forthcoming. 

 

On the motion, the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 



Report on the Heroes Among Us 

Superintendent Belson reported that each year students, faculty and staff do extraordinary 

acts to help out others in need.  While we often recognize individuals and groups for their 

achievements, there are several special feates of valor that go without public recognition.  

Therefore, the Administration Team decided that we should publicly acknowledge the 

most special acts. The Boston Celtics have a program entitled “The Heroes Among Us.” 

We like that designation. On Monday evening we would like to begin our new special 

recognition program by identifying two individuals. One is a student and the other an 

administrator.  Both saved a life by their decisive and skilled actions.  They deserve our 

recognition. Joseph Miller, a first grade student at the Columbus School saved the life of 

a good friend at an indoor pool party.  Joseph who likes to go by Joey attended the 

birthday party of a friend on February 22, 2015 at the Holiday Inn in Somerville.  He was 

sitting on the edge of the pool and saw his friend in the water, arms flailing.  He just 

jumped in and pulled him to the ladder in the pool and by the time he reached it the adults 

were there to help Joey’s friend out.  Diane Caldwell continued by saying we celebrate 

Joey and his amazing decision to respond.  His bravery helped save a friend’s life.  

Thanks for teaching us all what it looks like to take brave actions, Joey!  The Columbus 

and City of Medford are so very proud of you. Superintendent Belson continued saying 

that Nicholas Tucci, Assistant Principal at Medford High School aided a choking student 

in the high school cafeteria on Tuesday, February 24, 2015.  At approximately 11:00 a.m. 

a slightly hunched over senior male student with a flushed face approached Mr. Tucci at 

the entrance to the cafeteria.  Noticing that the student was pointing to his neck, and that 

the student was beginning to turn purplish in color, it became evident to Mr. Tucci that 

this student was choking and could not breathe.  Determining that time was of the essence 

and that this student needed help immediately, Mr. Tucci approached the student from 

behind and performed the Heimlich maneuver.  His second attempt, also known as an 

abdominal thrust, was successful and the object that was constricting the student’s 

breathing was ejected.  The student was immediately sent to the health suite and was 

evaluated by a school nurse where it was determined that he was stable and that there 

were no consequences.  The student and parent have graciously expressed their 

appreciation to Mr. Tucci for his heroic actions. When asked what training he had 

undergone to perform the Heimlich maneuver, Mr. Tucci responded that he remembered 

learning it from the CPR taught by Paul Mattatall at Medford High School back in the 

early 2000s.  Additionally, Mr. Tucci credits the first aid and birthing classes he has taken 

while preparing for the birth of his own children, as a “refresher” for emergency care.  

The Medford Public School system would like to publicly acknowledge and thank Mr. 

Tucci for his quick thinking, life-saving actions. Tonight we honor two “Heroes Among 

Us.” The School Committee presented certificates to both. 

 

Discussion: 

Mr. Skerry requested that Joey and his class be invited to the MHS pool. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 



Report on Medford High School Robotics Team 

Superintendent Belson introduced Director of Science Carolyn Joy to present the report. 

Medford High School’s Robotics Team gave an impressive performance at the 2015 

Botball New England Regional Robotics Tournament at the University of Massachusetts 

at Lowell on March 28th. This year the Robotics Team received three awards. Overall the 

team ranked 2nd place out of 24 teams and won two additional awards: third place in the 

Seeding round and second place in the Double Elimination round. This was Medford’s 

fourth year in competition. The Botball Season began with the regional workshop in 

Lowell on January 24th and 25th. Throughout the season the advisor, Ms. Barbara Chyen, 

and students braved snowstorms to attend training sessions, designed robots and wrote 

code after school, on weekends and the school vacation. During the first six weeks, the 

team met three times a week and the final two weeks before the tournament, the team met 

five times a week, including Saturday. A successful season was based on many factors. 

Medford’s Robotics Team was able to participate in the 2015 New England Regional 

Tournament due to the generosity of Dr. Marthinus van Schoor, founder and President of 

Midé in Medford. Midé provided the funding for application to the tournament each of 

the four years of our participation. We thank Dr. van Schoor for supporting Medford’s 

upcoming generation of programmers and engineers. The team members were supportive of 

each other. Extraordinary effort and outstanding talents were displayed by the mechanics 

team leader – Chris Ellis and the programming team co-leaders – Serena Do and Joseph 

Farah. They exhibited persistence and the ability to problem solve under pressure. The team 

also received help from parents to build the game table and transport students. Many thanks 

to Mr. Paul Ellis and Mr. Jim Ospenson; who came to school on a Saturday and worked non-

stop from 8:00AM to 3:30PM to build the table to tournament specifications. The Science 

Lecture Hall at Medford High School became the new home of the robotics team where the 

students could design and prepare for tournament events. And, thank you to Ms. Barbara 

Chyen, Robotics Team advisor, who molded the students into an award-winning team. The 

students were presented certificates from the Committee. 
 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto asked if there will be two teams next year or a combined one?  

Superintedent Belson answered that there will be one team representing both schools.  

Ms. DiBenedetto requested a letter of thanks be sent to the parents that helped the team. 

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Report on Adult Services Transition Fair 

Superintendent Belson reported that on Thursday evening March 12, 2015 our special 

education department hosted the annual Transition Fair to assist our graduating students 

to identify employment, educational and support options.  It is always a very well 

attended and helpful program.  Superintendent Belson introduced Jan Hollenback to 

present the highlights of the evening. Dr. Hollenbeck said that starting at the age of 14 

students are encouraged to participate in their IEP process and to advocate for their 

personal goals.  Some topics of the fair included community service, independent living 



skills, career awareness, job preparation and postsecondary education.  She stated that 

transition out of high school can be a stressful time and it is reassuring for parents and 

students to know that there are options available. 

 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto commented that this was a very impressive program and it was very 

helpful.  Ms. Van der Kloot commented that she has relatives in another state and parents 

do not have these resources to assist them.  Ms. Cugno asked if there is a way to have 

seniors start advocating for themselves?  Dr. Hollenbeck replied that this is part of self-

determination and is started as early as possible. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Mayor McGlynn arrived at 7:55 p.m. 

 

Pre Budget Report on Health 

Superintendent Belson introduced Supervisor of Health Services Toni Vento to present 

the report.  Ms. Vento reported that the mission of the department is to provide accessible 

health care to students and faculty in the Medford Public Schools. All of the nurses are 

licensed by the Board of Registration in Nursing as Registered Nurses.  Eleven of the 

thirteen are licensed by the Department of Education.  The remaining two have 

completed the requirements and are awaiting approval. The goal of the department is to 

maintain optimal student health and wellness, thereby promoting school attendance and 

academic success. She also gave an overview of the program highlights, staffing needs, 

goals and objectives and budget requests for next year.  

 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto asked if the preschoolers needing services are dispersed among all 

school.  Ms. Vento answered yes but that they are discussing clustering them in the 

future.  Ms. DiBenedetto said that this should be looked at when they are entering 

kindergarten.  Ms. DiBenetto asked if the computer packages could be tried before 

purchasing?  Ms. Vento answered that she would look into it.  Mr. Faloc asked if she is 

working with Allan Arena so that everything is compatible.  Ms. Vento said that Mr. 

Arena is aware of their needs and the next step will determine if we can use our server.  

Mr. Falco questioned the request for the additional 1.5 nurse and if it was for one specific 

school.  Ms. Vento said it is for additional coverage at the elementary schools.  Ms. Van 

der Kloot commented that the 45% increase in mental/behavioral health is not just in 

Medford it is all around. Ms. Cugno asked what the life span of the defibrillator is?  Ms. 

Vento said about eight years.  Ms. Cugno asked if the health assisting students from the 

vocational school could help out in the health office.  Ms. Vento said that they cannot 

because it would be a violation of confidentiality.  Ms. DiBenedetto requested that a letter 

of thanks be sent to Armstrong Ambulance. 

 



On the motion of Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

On the motion of Mr. Falco to take the papers out of order: 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

New Business 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 

condolences to the family of Licia Reppucci. Mrs. Reppucci was the mother of Robert 

Reppucci, Director of Facilities at Tufts University and the mother-in-law of Anne 

Reppucci, President of the Medford High School PTO. 

 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 

condolences to the family of Salvatore “Sonny” Caruso.  Mr. Caruso was the father of 

Rosanne Haywood a paraprofessional in the Medford Public Schools. 

 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 

condolences to the family of Raymond Murano. Mr. Murano was employed by the 

Medford Public Schools for forty-four years as a teacher, supervisor of elementary 

education and Superintendent of Schools. Mr. Murano was also a WWII veteran and 

accomplished musician.  He was the father of Drs. Raymond and Joseph Murano. 

 

A moment of silence was held. 

 

Mayor McGlynn left at 8:25 p.m. 

 

Pre-Budget Report on Science Education 

Assistant Superintendent Diane Caldwell introduced Supervisor of Science Rocco Cieri 

to present the report.  Mr. Cieri said that the science program for grades kindergarten 

through twelve in Medford supports student acquisition of knowledge and skills in the 

area of general science and technology/engineering.  The current curriculum is aligned 

with the 2006 Massachusetts Curriculum framework and national science standards.  He 

stated that some of the highlights of 2014-2015 include a grant award of $100,000 from 

the Massachusetts Life Science Center to improve the equipment and materials for Life 

Sciences and Biotechnology at the secondary level. A grant award of $5,000 to begin 

aquaculture at the secondary level, and a successful grant from Genzyme for $10,000.   

He also stated that the partnerships with universities are robust and continuing to grow.  

He discussed the 2015-2016 funding and 2015-2016 non-salary needs.  He also discussed 

the goals and objectives for SY 2015-2016.  

 

 

 



Discussion: 

Mr. Skerry questioned the program support for the vocational school and what it is for?  

Mr. Cieri replied that it is for texts. Mr. Skerry asked what colleges/universities have 

been reached out to?  Mr. Cieri said that besides Tufts University, Northeastern 

University.  Mr. Skerry asked about UMASS Boston?  Superintendent Belson said that 

last week a very productive meeting was held with Bunker Hill Community College. Ms. 

Van der Kloot asked about the co-teaching for intro to physics.  Mr. Cieri answered that 

this is a pilot for a co-teacher for special education students in the new labs if they have 

enough students.  Ms. DiBenedetto asked if there are enough chemicals and equipment.  

Mr. Cieri said yes they did an inventory recently and they are well stocked.   

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Mayor McGlynn returned at 8:55 p.m. 

 

Report on Center for Citizenship and Social Responsibility 

 

Superintendent Belson introduced Rich Trotta and his intern Evan Winter to present the 

report.  Mr. Trotta reported that last year we received a grant from Bloomberg 

Philanthropies for $50,000.  We are using this funding source to develop a Center for 

Citizenship and Social Responsibility.  He said that the goal of the center is to provide 

instructional resources, activities, coordination and training to support our mission of 

developing responsible global citizens who will be positive contributors to society.  The 

center will work with school administration to develop a system wide plan to integrate 

social/emotional learning, financial literacy, citizenship and career awareness into the 

district curriculum to address such goals.  Mr. Trotta discussed the various after school 

clubs and activities that they have planned.  Mr. Winters discussed the upcoming poetry 

challenge for high school students. 

 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto asked how long the funding will continue.  Mr. Trotta said this is all we 

have at the present time but if we do well perhaps we will get funding from other groups.  

Ms. Van der Kloot asked about the Learning Brain course and if it is an afterschool 

program.  Mr. Trotta answered that they are all after school.  Ms. Van der Kloot asked if 

the teachers receive a stipend?  Mr. Trotta said yes.  Ms. Cugno commented that she was 

concerned and surprised that no one at the middle schools was interested in being an 

advisor to these clubs.   

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent:  0 

 



Report on Emergency Building Telephone System 

Superintendent Belson reported that we are in the process of upgrading our school 

systemwide telephone/communications for both improved effectiveness and cost 

efficiency.  Our current system of telephones is over two decades old and experiences 

problems more frequently than desirable. It is our intent to propose a Voice Over Internet 

Protocol (VCIP) system backed-up by a dual copper landline.  This will provide a 

modern approach that will require lower front end operational costs and reduced 

maintenance fees.  It will also allow us to better integrate our overall technological 

capacity in a unified delivery/communications format. In the interim it is necessary for us 

to have a reliable protocol for situations when building level telephones are impaired for 

any reason.  Therefore, we have put in place the following sequenced protocol when a 

school building loses landline telephone service: Emergency calls going out of the 

building to police, fire, medical, or other emergency purposes will be sent via dedicated 

cell phones.  Each building will have at least two cell numbers that can be used to call 

out. Incoming calls of an emergency nature can be received by the designated cell phones 

which will be monitored by school personnel.  These lines should only be used for 

necessary emergencies. Email access is available at each building.  We are setting up an 

emergency public building level line that will monitor messages. Our robo-call 

messenger service will be activated as necessary to inform parents of main telephone 

problems.  This can be done either by cell or internet.  Principals will use this system if a 

telephone down time is expected to be more than one hour. If all systems building level 

capacity are impaired then the central office will employ the school messenger system to 

notify parents. The above approach provides us with a functional backup approach should 

building level communications be impaired. When our new system becomes available 

(project Fall 2015) we will have additional options that will further improve our 

communication back-up options. The high school has many multiple lines that can be 

used should any one area be impaired. 

 

Discussion: 

Mr. Falco thanked the Superintendent for the report.  He asked if the emergency numbers 

are personal numbers. Superintendent Belson said no that they are owned by the school 

system.  Mr. Falco asked how will parents know these numbers.  Superintendent Belson 

said that they will be posted on the website to be used in emergency situations.  Mr. 

Scarpelli commented that it is alarming that the 911 line is often down. Superintendent 

Belson said that the 911 line is fine it is the intercom line that needs to be re-

programmed.  Mr. Scarpelli said it is most concerning that the responders will not know 

where the emergency call is coming from.  Ms. DiBenedetto asked how teachers can alert 

the office in an emergency?  She would like a report back on this issue. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

 



On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli to go to Executive Session for the discussion of 

Negotiations and Legal Matters pertaining to discussion teachers grievance at 9:15 p.m. 

 

Yea:   5  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Skerry, Van der Kloot 

 Nay: 0 

 Absent:  2  Scarpelli, McGlynn 

 

The Committee returned from Executive Session at 10:22 p.m. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that meeting be adjourned at 10:23 p.m. 

 

 

       Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Robert E. Skerry Jr 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


