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The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 

McGlynn in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:00 p.m.  Those present were Ms. 

DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Scarpelli, Mr. Skerry, Ms. Van der Kloot, Mayor McGlynn 

and Superintendent Belson. Ms. Cugno was delayed. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the minutes of November 17, 2014 be approved: 

Vote: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

On the motion of Mr. Falco that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 

Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:   6  DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 

 Nay: 0 

 Absent:  1   Cugno 

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto that the Payrolls be approved: 

Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 6 DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn  

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 1 Cugno 

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot to move suspension of the rules to make 

presentations: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Ms. Cugno arrived at 7:01 p.m. 

 

Superintendent Belson introduced Ann Frenning Kossuth.  Ms. Kossuth invited the 

public to attend an informational session on December 8
th

 at the Medford Public Library 

at 7:00 p.m. The session is about establishing Medford Educational Funds. She explained 

that educational funds are similar to private funds which would supplement public 

education.  Ms. Van der Kloot said that many years ago there was such a fund and it is 

time to bring it back. 



 

Report on Skills USA 

Superintendent Belson introduced Director of the Vocational School Heidi Riccio to 

update the Committee.  Ms. Riccio stated that six students attended the Fall State 

Leadership conference this past week.  Students worked in teams with other students 

across the state to learn key leadership skills that they will be able to bring back to their 

vocational school.  The following students were congratulated for their accomplishment 

at the conference: Nicholas Dunn, grade 9, gold medal for team profile and 2
nd

 overall, 

Karon Debel, grade 10, proactive award, 1
st
 place overall, Haley Jackson, grade 11, 7

th
 

place overall, Jeromiah St. Louis, grade 12, 4
th

 place overall, Issac Cardoso, grade 11, 

State Officer, Melinda Smith, grade 12, 3
rd

 place in overall team, 3
rd

 place in membership 

promotion.  Ms. Riccio also introduced Larry Brown advisor for the school.  Karon Debel 

and Nicholas Dunn gave brief overviews of the weekend’s experience. 

 

Discussion: 

Ms. Cugno congratulated and thanked the students for such a great job.  Mr. Falco said 

that the group visited and spoke to the Kiwanis Club a few weeks ago and he was so 

proud of these students.  Mr. Scarpelli said that it is great to hear the Somerville 

vocational school speaking of the Medford group and the underlying jealousy.  Ms. 

DiBenedetto stated that the Medford Vocational School is up and rising.  The Open 

House had many more people in attendance.  Mr. Skerry said that it is great to see the 

dedication of the students and so many medals in the first year. 

 

On the motion of approval by Ms. Van Der Kloot the report was accepted and placed on 

file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on Vocational Partnership Plans with Bunker Hill Community College 

Ms. Riccio continued with an update of the plans with Bunker Hill Community College.  

She said that a meeting was held on November 24
th

 between the schools.  Medford is in 

the process of writing a $1 million equipment grant for Advanced Manufacturing.  

Bunker Hill Community College is partnering with Medford in this endeavor.  We are 

still looking for a business partner who will be an advisor on curriculum and placement.  

She stated that state articulation agreements are in place for a variety of programs for 

school year 2015-2016.  In the future there are plans to work with Bunker Hill 

Community College to partner with Medford for a LPN program with will include 

running evening classes. She continued by updating the Committee on the progress of the 

new programs. 

 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto asked if the school store is open for holiday shopping and if they have 

evening hours?  Ms. Riccio said it is only open until 3:00 p.m. Mr. Falco asked how long 

before DESE gives a decision?  Ms. Riccio said it is usually about two weeks. 

 



On the motion of approval by Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on Chapter 74 Regulations Changes 

Superintendent Belson updated the Committee on recent proposals.  The Department of 

Elementary and Secondary Education has opened a public comment period on Chapter 74 

vocational education regulatory proposals.  Public comments will be received through 

January 16, 2015.  The Board has scheduled a vote for its February meeting. The 

proposed changes are very important to Medford and other communities that have 

independent city based vocational schools. We presented our preliminary response to the 

Board on Tuesday, November 25, 2014 at their regular meeting. The issues involved if 

determined in our favor will be both educationally and financially advantageous to us.  

These changes will go a long way to resolve our conflict with Minuteman.  

 

On the motion of approval by Mr. Falco the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on Snow Day Protocol 

Superintendent Belson reported that each year we set aside days on our school calendar 

as a contingency for “no school days” usually because of inclement weather. By law we 

must have 180 days of school for students grades 1-12.  We also must factor in legal 

holidays, professional days, and school vacations.  The school year must end no later than 

June 30
th

.   Some years we do not have many “bad weather days” and some years we max 

out of our allotment. This year if we have no school closings then the year will end on 

Thursday, June 18, 2015.  If we have five no school days we will end on Thursday, June 

25, 2015.  We actually have an eight-day margin without interrupting regular school 

vacations. The decision to call off school because of inclement weather can be very 

simple or very complex.  There are multiple factors to consider including the intensity of 

the storm, timing of the storm, duration of the storm, ability to clear streets, roadways, 

and school parking lots, projected ability of faculty, staff and students to arrive safely and 

timely to school and the ability for busses and other vehicles to safely transport students. 

A decision is made to close when one of more of the above factors is present.  The 

Superintendent consults with local officials and other area superintendents.  He also has 

access to specialized weather reports.  When possible a decision is made the evening 

before.  However, a late arriving storm or other factors may push the decision into the 

early morning.  A decision to close is made no later than 6:00 a.m. If at all possible we 

like to keep our schools open.  However, safety is our primary concern.  Parents and 

guardians should anticipate that there will be some snow days each year.  Coverage plans 

for children should be planned in advance.  We recognize that many parents and 

guardians may still have to report to work, but each household should have foreseen the 

circumstance and planned for coverage.  Leaving your children alone at home is not a 

good practice. Please do what you can to shovel sidewalks so that after the storm there 



will be a safe passage for students. On winter days students should be properly attired to 

protect against the cold and the elements. When students are not properly attired for the 

weather, the probability of getting sick increases. Since many students rely on the school 

food services for breakfast and lunch, it is advisable to have emergency food at home that 

doesn’t require cooking as a backup. Planning ahead can make difficult circumstances 

more manageable. 

 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto said that she recently heard that a school district was trying online 

classes for snow days.  Superintendent Belson said that this is a massive undertaking but 

as our online learning becomes more expansive we can possibly try it to provide 

enrichment. 

 

On the motion of approval by Ms. DiBenedetto the report was accepted and placed on 

file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on State and Local Suspension Rates 

Superintendent Belson reported that the Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education recently released data that detailed the number of Massachusetts students who 

were disciplined between 2012 and 2013.  Infractions range from dress code violations to 

tardiness and bad conduct.  Seventy-two percent of all students have been punished with 

either in-school or out of school suspensions. Research has consistently indicated that 

students who are frequently suspended are more likely to fall behind academically and 

drop-out.  Most of the suspensions were for non-violent, non-criminal and non-drug 

related incidents.  About 5% of the state’s schools generated more that 50% of the 

suspensions in the 2012-2013 school year. As you know Massachusetts passed a law two 

years ago (Chapter 222) which went into effect this past July.  The law requires that we 

limit suspensions to the most inappropriate behaviors and that we provide alternative 

education options. According to the statistics the highest numbers of suspensions came 

form charter schools.  All but one of the top 10 school systems with the highest number 

of suspensions were from charters. On a comparative basis Medford did reasonably well 

in limiting the number of suspension.  Only 4% of our students received out of school 

suspensions below the state average of 6%.  Our goal is to keep students learning and not 

out of school for routine disciplinary reasons.  Our initiatives with alternative programs 

will help us do even better moving forward. 

 

Discussion: 

Ms. Van der Kloot asked if the report is all grades or just the high school?  

Superintendent Belson answered that it is all grades.  Mr. Falco asked what is the average 

duration of suspension?  Superintendent Belson said it is usually 1-3 days.   

 

 

 



On the motion of approval by Mr. Scarpelli the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Recommendation to Amend Student Teacher Policy 

Deputy Superintendent Beverly Nelson presented the report.  Ms. Nelson stated that in 

1995 the Medford Public Schools developed and approved a student teacher policy.  The 

intent of the policy was to clarify the roles and responsibilities of all educators involved 

in the process of assisting new educators in obtaining their licenses.  In 2006 the School 

Committee voted to update the policy by adding new terms and regulations related to 

teacher licensure, including the five core principles which form our vision for teaching, 

designating new student teacher liaisons and including a role for building principals in 

the process.  In January 2012 the policy was reprinted reflecting the current names and 

roles of administrators.  We assumed that all teacher preparation programs require that 

candidates pas the MTELS before beginning their teaching practicum.  Most programs 

adhere to this requirement.  However, it has recently come to our attention that there are 

some colleges and teacher preparation programs that do not have this requirement.  

Therefore we are recommending that the following language be added to the section of 

the Student Teacher Policy that outlines responsibilities for the student teacher.  This new 

section would add the first bullet and read as follows: 

 To pass all MTEL exams required for the specific field for which they are 

seeking licensure. 
 

Discussion: 

Mr. Scarpelli asked if they know what other communities do and what schools do not 

require the MTELS to student teach? Ms. Nelson replied that she is not sure what other 

communities are doing but the concern is with our policy and what the parents are asking.  

She said that she knows that Northeastern is not requiring the MTEL but would have to 

get an exact list.  Ms. Van der Kloot asked if we have discussed this with Northeastern 

and the other schools.  Ms. Nelson said it has been brought to their attention. 

Ms. DiBenedetto commented that there are many great teachers that were grandfathered 

in that don’t have MTEL.  She asked if this would take away from our pool of 

candidates? She also questioned long term subs.  Ms. Nelson said that when a long term 

sub is needed then they first try to find  a licensed teacher. Superintendent Belson said 

that student teachers are taken as a discretion.  Long term subs sometimes can’t be found 

on short notice and sometimes there is no other choice.  Mr. Falco said he supports this 

100% and asked how many student teachers we have? Ms. Nelson said that it varies but 

would get the current data.  Ms. Cugno commented that we need to look at subs.  Don’t 

attach them to this but when we have the need for a long term sub they should be 

properly qualified.  This is a good opportunity to look at the qualities of the sub.  Ms. 

Nelson said that since the subs are per diem it is had to find them.  Mr. Scarpelli 

requested a report on our long term subs. 

 

 

 



On the motion by Mr. Skerry to approve the amendment to the student teacher policy on 

file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

On the motion of Mr. Falco that meeting be adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

       Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Robert E. Skerry Jr 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


