
 

Regular Meeting 

December 16, 2013 

School Committee Meeting 

Council Chambers 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 

McGlynn in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:01 p.m.  Those present were Ms. 

Cugno, Ms. DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Scarpelli, Mr. Skerry, Mayor McGlynn and 

Superintendent Belson.  Ms. Van der Kloot was absent 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the minutes of December 2, 2013 be approved: 

Vote: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 

Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:   6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, McGlynn     

 Nay: 0 

 Absent:  1 Van der Kloot 

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto that the Payrolls be approved: 

Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, McGlynn      

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 1 Van der Kloot 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the rules be suspended in order to listen to the Medford 

High School Orchestra accompanied by teacher/advisor Tony Szykniej.  The ensemble 

played three holiday songs. 

 

Ms. Van der Kloot arrived at 7:05 p.m. 

 

Report on Project 351 

Project 351 is a youth services organization dedicated to building unity and leadership.  

Each year 8
th

 grade ambassadors are selected by building principals to represent the 351 

communities across the Commonwealth.  The ambassadors then participate in a series of 

events at the state level which encourage leadership development and community service.   

The program was originally created by Governor Deval Patrick beginning at his second 

inaugural.  Project 351 is now a statewide non-profit that partners with an extraordinary 

community of educators, service and non-profit organizations, private sector leaders, 

families and volunteers to achieve its mission. 



This year Medford will be sending two ambassadors to this year’s Project 351 launch 

which is scheduled for January 14, 2014.  Governor Patrick will host the event.   

Andrews School Principal Paul D’Alleva introduced Noah Galvin who will represent the 

Andrews and Ann Marie Mochen introduced the McGlynn representative Sebastian 

Tringale. 

Both young men said that they are very happy to be representing their school and 

Medford. 

Discussion: 

Ms. Cugno said that she met the founder of Project 351 at a conference recently so she is 

very proud to know that Medford is represented by two outstanding students. 

 

On the motion  by Ms. Cugno the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on USDA Nutrition Award to Medford Elementary Schools 

Assistant Superintendent Diane Caldwell presented the report.  She stated that the 

Healthier US School Challenge (HUSSC) is a voluntary certification initiative 

recognizing K-12 schools enrolled in USDA’s Team Nutrition Program that have created 

healthier school environments through promotion of nutrition and physical activity.  

Medford’s Elementary Schools have achieved Bronze-Level Certification for Roberts, 

McGlynn Elementary, Columbus and Brooks Schools.  This is a public statement of 

excellence in the areas of food service, nutrition education, physical activity, and physical 

education.  Less that 4% of schools nationwide have achieved this recognition.  Juile 

Bradley and Domenica Nichols presented award plaques to the four elementary schools. 

Discussion: 

Mr. Scarpelli said that both his son and daughter have learned so much about healthy 

snacks and the benefits of eating their fruits and vegetables.  He commended them for 

this award.  

On the motion the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Recommendation to Accept Honoraria to Family Network from Children’s Trust 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry to approve the recommendation,  

Superintendent Belson said that the Children’s Trust is Massachusetts’ leading family 

support organization.  Funding, programs, and services from this organization help 

communities to better offer and manage parenting supports designed to help families 

raise physically and emotionally healthy children from pre-natal through school age and 

beyond. This year the Children’s Trust celebrated twenty-five years of outstanding 

service in the Commonwealth. At its annual meeting of December 4, 2013 the Children’s 

Trust honored Medford’s achievements by awarding the Steven Cahn Human Service 

Award to the Superintendent.  Attorney Steven Cahn was a longtime member of the 

Children’s Trust Board and he dedicated his professional career to defending the welfare 



of children and families.  He was recognized nationally for his extensive work in the 

field. There were three recipients of the Cahn Award this year.  One of the other 

recipients is Michelle Godfrey a Medford resident with a child who will become a student 

in our schools.  She is the current Director of the Cambridge Center for Families. The 

award comes with a $500 honoraria for the recipient.  The Superintendent has asked that 

it be directed to the Family Network.  The School Committee must formally accept the 

funds. 

On the motion, all in favor: 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on Appointment of Interim Nurse Leader for Health Services Department 

Superintendent Belson presented the report.  He stated that as previously reported at our 

last meeting we must cover our health services delivery system with a Nurse 

Leader/Supervisor to replace the retiring Eileen DiBattista.  This aspect of our school 

system requires uninterrupted supervision to protect health and safety. Current school 

nurse Toni Vento has extensive experience as both a school nurse and a coordinator of 

health services in the pediatric field.  She is fully licensed by DESE as a Nurse 

Supervisor.  She is a licensed R.N. with a Masters Degree in Clinical Nursing and is also 

certified as a National School Nurse.  Ms. Vento has a pleasing personality and is well 

respected by her colleagues both in our schools and in other school districts. It is my 

intent to appoint Ms. Vento on an interim basis at this time pending the overall review of 

the department.  Her financial compensation must be discussed with her union but will be 

less than the current level since she will not be responsible for the PE/Health education as 

has been the case with Ms. DiBattista. 

Discussion: 

Ms. Vento thanked the committee and said that it was an honor to be part of such a 

wonderful school system. She also said that she looks forward to working with the 

committee. 

Mr. Scarpelli thanked Ms. DiBattista for her years of service.  Ms. Van der Kloot said 

that she is still in denial. 

On the motion the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on Interim Buildings and Grounds Administration 

Superintendent Belson reported that our current Buildings and Grounds Administrator, 

Rodger Windt will complete his formal employment with Medford on December 17, 

2013.  Since his resignation we have been actively planning a transition to replace him 

and to augment our buildings and grounds capacity.  It was our intent to increase our 

operational administration even prior to his announcement. Our buildings and grounds 

responsibilities are substantial and complex.  We operate nine buildings, supervise thirty-

five staff, and direct multiple contractors.  Currently, there are four major capital projects 

underway in our schools that require attention and coordination by the buildings and 



grounds administration.  There are both regular ongoing and unplanned emergency 

repairs. The administration of our buildings and grounds is minimally a two person 

responsibility. Therefore, the Superintendent must devise a plan that distributes the work 

responsibilities/supervision among at least two administrators. In the immediate short run 

I am assigning Senior Custodian John McLaughlin to oversee operations when Mr. Windt 

leaves on December 17
th

.  Mr. Windt has prepared sufficient information for the 

Superintendent and Mr. McLaughlin to use for the operation and maintenance of our 

facilities.  Mr. McLaughlin has substantial experience and can cover this assignment in 

the short term.  He knows our buildings and the staff well enough to keep us on track.  He 

will be designated as the “Interim Assistant Director of Buildings and Grounds” and will 

receive a stipend for his additional responsibilities of $600 per month with the 

committees approval. The Superintendent has been meeting with Mr. Roger Young to 

review our buildings and grounds program, develop a more permanent plan, and identify 

individuals who have sufficient experience to become the new Director of Buildings and 

Grounds.  Mr. Young is a nationally recognized consultant for facilities management.  He 

has served in that role in past years and has also been a licensed School Business 

Manager.   

Discussion: 

Mr. Falco congratulated John McLaughlin on his appointment and asked if John has been 

meeting with Rodger Windt to go over the department.  Superintendent Belson said that 

they have been meeting and another meeting is scheduled for Tuesday.  Mr. Falco said 

that he is most concerned with the science lab construction.  Superintendent Belson said 

that there is a project manager on site that oversees the construction.  Mr. Windt is 

involved in the transition of classrooms.  Mr. Falco also asked if Mr. Young will be 

issuing a report?  Superintendent Belson replied that Mr. Young has already identified 

several people who are qualified to handle this position.  At the time he is doing pro bono 

work for us.  Ms. Cugno requested that a meeting of the Buildings and Grounds sub 

committee be scheduled after the first of the year. 

On the motion the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on Massachusetts Performance on 2012 Program for International Student 

Assessment (PISA) 

Superintendent Belson reported that the results from the 2012 PISA international 

assessments were recently reported.  PISA is a triennial survey designed to assess how 

well fifteen-year-old students apply school based knowledge to real life applications. 

Over 500,000 students worldwide participated in PISA including 6100 from the United 

States.  Three states participated as nations (Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Florida).  

Some 65 countries and education systems participated.  Massachusetts has 1700 

participants.  Massachusetts outscored both Connecticut and Florida as well as the 

national average for all subjects. Massachusetts ranked fourth worldwide in reading 

literacy, tenth in mathematics, and seventh in science literacy.  It was previously reported 

that Massachusetts ranked highly as the TIMSS assessment which is the other periodic 

assessment of math and science done internationally. 



 

While there are still many challenges ahead, be ensured that our students can compete in 

this global economy; it is good to know that our state compares well with other countries 

and educational systems. 

On the motion by Mr. Falco the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

New Business: 

School Committee Resolution  

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 

family of Matthew Cirelli.  Matt fought a courageous three-year battle with cancer.  He 

was a graduate of the class of 2012.  His brother Jared is a junior at Medford High 

School. 

School Committee Resolution 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 

condolences to the family of  Emelly Olivera.  Emelly, only fourteen years of age, was an 

incredibly sweet girl who brought joy to those who worked with her. 

School Committee Resolution 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 

condolences to the family of  Nelson Mandela, former President of South Africa.  Mr. 

Mandela was an inspirational world leader who set a high standard as a role model for 

peace, reconciliation, and racial harmony. 

School Committee Resolution 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 

family of Amato Lepore.  Attorney Lepore was a distinguished member of the Medford 

community.  He served on the Medford School Committee and made many contributions 

to public education and the betterment of Medford.  He was a local businessman who 

operated a popular shoe repair business and also did substantial pro bono legal work for 

Medford residents.  He was the father of Dr. Lorenzo Lepore and his wife Nelida, a 

foreign language teacher at Medford High School and Amato Jr. and his wife Elizabeth. 

 

A moment of silence was held. 

 

 

Resolution submitted by Vice Chair John Falco 

Be it resolved that the Medford School Committee and the Superintendent of Schools 

authorize the correct city department to replace existing and/or outdated exterior signage 

at Medford High School and Medford Vocational Technical High School. 

Mr. Falco handed the committee packets that showed the outdated signs that need to be 

replaced.  He said that some have been there since the school was built.  He also 

mentioned that there is a  picture of a wall that needs repair and asked the Superintendent 

to look into this.   

Ms. Van der Kloot supports the motion.  Ms. Cugno thanked Mr. Falco and also requests 

that the speed limit signs be posted and added to the motion. 



On the motion the resolution was approved 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Ms. DiBenedetto congratulated Mr. Scarpelli for being named Coach of the Year.   

Ms. Cugno congratulated the students who performed in the various chorus shows and 

the drama club.  Also congratulations to freshman student Iverson Eliopolis for his 

selection to the 

prestigious Massachusetts Music Educators Association Northeast District Senior 

Festival. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Falco that meeting adjourn at 7:46 p.m. 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

        

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Robert E. Skerry Jr 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


