
 

Regular Meeting 

December 2, 2013 

School Committee Meeting 

City Hall Room 201 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 

McGlynn in City Hall Room 201 at 7:00 p.m.  Those present were Ms. Cugno, Ms. 

DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Skerry, Ms. Van der Kloot, Mayor McGlynn and 

Superintendent Belson.  Mr. Scarpelli was absent. 

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the minutes of November 18, 2013 be approved: 

Vote: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 

Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:   6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn     

 Nay: 0 

 Absent:  1 Scarpelli 

 

On the motion of Ms. Cugno that the Payrolls be approved: 

Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn      

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 1 Scarpelli 

 

Report on Veterans Day Program 

Superintendent Belson introduced Bernadette Ricciardelli who presented the report.  Ms. 

Ricciardelli stated that The Humanities Department and the Office of Veterans Services 

have teamed up for the past thirteen years to provide the opportunity to learn about 

combat and non-combat related experiences of Medford veterans. This program has been 

enormously successful and has been fulfilling not only to our students but also to the 

veterans.  This year a group of students from the Curtis-Tufts traveled to Medford High 

School to attend the event.  Twenty-seven veterans from several eras visited forty-one 

classes and gave an overview of their experiences and contributions.  Feelback has been 

positive. 

Discussion: 

Ms. Cugno thanked all and asked that a letter be sent to Mr. Lindsay and all the veterans 

that attended. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the report be accepted and placed on file: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

 Absent:  1 



Recommendation to Accept Gift to Occupational/Physical Therapy Department 

Jan Hollenbeck stated that she received a gift from Saima Naveed and Naveed Ahmad, in 

memory of their son Yahya Ahmad. Saima and Naveed are grateful for the services and 

care their son Yahya received from physical therapy and occupational therapy through 

the Medford Public Schools MEEP preschool program.  Yahya looked forward to and 

enjoyed these sessions and his parents wish to donate for the purchase of physical and 

occupational therapy equipment so that other children may benefit. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the gift be accepted: 

Yea: 6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn      

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 1 Scarpelli 

 

Report on Elementary Standards Based Report Card 

Assistant Superintendent Diane Caldwell presented the report.  She reported that a 

meeting was held on November 12, 2013 to inform parents of the upcoming changes on 

our elementary report cards in English Language Arts and mathematics.  The purpose of 

the meeting was to discuss the history of the Common Core Standards and how it relates 

to the way our teachers instruct curriculum at various grade levels as well as informing 

parents of the changes on the report cards.  Nicole Chiesa and Carolyn Joy discussed the 

rigor and relevance of the new standards and developed a scope and sequence on one of 

our professional development days.   Implementing our new Journeys program allowed 

our teachers to have consistency in the five essential components of reading for the first 

time in may years.  This program is aligned with the new standards.  It is our hope by the 

end of this school year that we can adopt a mathematics program aligned with the 

standards. A question and answer period followed the presentation.   

Discussion: 

Ms. Van der Kloot said that she appreciated all the parents that attended but was 

concerned with the jargon.  She is not sure that the parents understand. Mr. Falco asked 

what happens to a child who gets two 2’s at the end of the year.  Do we have a remedial 

program?  Many parents are confused.  Ms. Caldwell answered that we do not have 

summer programs at this time but this is still being discussed.  There is still ongoing 

conversation with the teachers.  Mr. Skerry asked Ms. Caldwell when she has a 

consensus of what the teachers feel about a new math program, please report back to the 

committee.  Ms. DiBenedetto would like to meet prior to making a recommendation on a 

new math program.   

On the motion of Mr. Falco that the report be accepted and placed on file: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Report on BioTeach Middlesex County Equipment Grant 

Deputy Superintendent Beverly Nelson reported that Medford Vocational Technical High 

School is the recipient of a MassBioEd grant.  The school was awarded $15,000.  the 

grant is sponsored by the Cummings Foundation a private operating foundation based in 

Woburn, Massachusetts and one of the largest charitable foundations in New England.  



The funding will enable the school to purchase equipment to enrich its Medford 

Vocational Technical School’s offerings and will also benefit Medford High School 

teachers as well through the professional development component of the grant.  Ms. 

Nelson introduced Heidi Riccio, Vocational School Director and Rocco Cieri, Science 

Department Superivisor who assisted in writing the science component of the grant. Ms. 

Riccio said that the BioTeach grant award is to purchase capital equipment and 

laboratory consumable supplies and for three days of teacher professional development 

training for up to four teachers per school.  In addition, recipient schools will be eligible 

to participate in BioTeach student college and career exploration programs.  Mr. Cieri 

discussed the various science equipment that will be purchases with the monies. 

Discussion: 

Mr. Falco asked what is BioTeach? M Riccio replied that it is a link between education, 

industry and government.  It works to advance policy and promote education while 

providing member programs and events, industry information and services.  Ms Cugno 

asked if the equipment with be compatible with the new equipment and if this is strictly 

for the vocational school?  Mr. Cieri answered that it will be compatible and it is for both 

schools. 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the report be accepted and placed on file: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Report on Interim Administrator of Health Services and Physical Education Program 

Superintendent Belson reported Health Services and Physical Education/Health 

Supervisor Eileen DiBattista will be retiring on January 6, 2014.  Ms. DiBattista has done 

an outstanding job in her professional roles for the Medford Public Schools. By pension 

law Ms. DiBattista must be off our payroll for sixty days before she could return in a 

part-time capacity to help us complete ongoing projects and responsibilities now under 

her supervision.  She has agreed to do so and this limited role will help us complete 

school year 2013-2014 successfully. It is important that we put in place interim measures 

to supervise and operate her departments for the remainder of this fiscal year. Therefore, I 

will advertise internally for an Interim Nurse Leader to cover the Health Services 

responsibilities which are substantial.  The person will require a DESE license to be 

appointed.  Also I will advertise internally for an Interim Head PE/Health teacher to 

coordinate these programs for the remainder of the year.  Evaluations will be done by Ms. 

DiBattista in coordination with existing administrative staff.  During the next few months 

we will discuss a more permanent organizational arrangement for the supervisor of these 

programs now under the care of Ms. DiBattista.  The interim approach will enable us to 

remain financially prudent, ensure accountability and enable us sufficient time to develop 

a permanent plan of organization and supervision. 

On the motion to authorize Superintendent’s plan: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

 

 



Recommendation to Appoint School Nurse 

Superintendent Belson states that Mary Lou Conway RN will retire in December.  Health 

Supervisor Eileen DiBattista recommends Jennifer Silva as a school nurse on Nurse’s 

Salary Schedule B7 in the amount of $56,359. 

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot to recommend approval of Jennifer Silva: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Update Report on Implementation of the Educator Evaluation 

Deputy Superintendent Beverly Nelson reported that the Board of Elementary and 

Secondary Education mandated that all school districts in the Commonwealth adopt new 

regulations for the evaluation of their educators.  Race to the Top grant recipients were to 

implement the new system SY 2012-2013.  All other districts were required to adhere to 

the new guidelines by SY 2013-2014.  Although these regulations were mandated each 

district was required to go through collective bargaining related to negotiating specific 

details.  The new evaluation tool is very different from the one previously used by the 

district.  Bernadette Ricciardelli who oversees the Race to the Top grant presented details 

on the key features of the new educator evaluation framework.  She stated that the 

standards for administrators include: instructional leadership, management and 

operations, family and community engagement and professional culture.  Standards for 

teachers are curriculum, planning and assessment, teaching all students, family and 

community engagement and professional cultures.  The system consists of several 

components with specific timelines for completion.  The components are: self-

assessment, analysis, goal-setting, and plan development, implementation of plan, 

formative assessment/evaluation, and summative evaluation.  The performance rating has 

four levels: exemplary, proficient, needs improvement, and unsatisfactory. She discussed 

the implementation progress and the evaluation cycle. She said that the evaluation tool is 

an enormous undertaking and is still evolving.  The committee will be keep informed as 

the evaluation tool progresses. 

Discussion: 

Ms. Van der Kloot said that she is interested in what the teachers said that there goals are 

and asked to Bernadette to present some of the goals without names.  MS. Ricciardelli 

said that the district has priority goals and that the teachers model their goals with these. 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the report be accepted and placed on file: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Ms. DiBenedetto congratulated the St. Clements High School Football team for there 

championship year.  She requested permission to invite the team, coach and principal to 

the next meeting to present them with certificates. 

On the motion, the request was adopted. 

 

On the motion Negotiations and Legal Matter pertaining to the following be moved to 

Executive Session at 8:05 p.m.: 

 Administrators Contract 

 Director of Buildings and Grounds 



 Custodial Contract 

 Secretarial Contract/Grievance 

 Legal Proceeding 

 RETELL – Teacher Impact 

Yea: 6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn      

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 1 Scarpelli 

 

The School Committee returned from Executive Session at 8:55 p.m. 

Mayor McGlynn left the chair at 8:56 p.m. 

Vice Chair Falco  continued with New Business: 

School Committee Resolution  

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 

condolences to the family of  Anthony Capobianco.  Mr. Capobianco was 

the father-in-law of  Anthony Volpe, Program Supervisor of the Curtis 

Tufts. 

School Committee Resolution 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 

condolences to the family of  Helen McGlynn.  Mrs. McGlynn was a 

distinguished former First Lady of the City of Medford, wife of Former 

Mayor, State Representative and Assistant Secretary of State John J. 

McGlynn and mother of Mayor Michael J. McGlynn and Karen Devine a 

former teacher with the Medford Public Schools, grandmother of  Jen 

Belanger and Amanda McGlynn and sister in law of Maureen 

McGillicuddy. 

 

School Committee Resolution 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 

condolences to the family of Vincent Murphy.  Mr. Murphy worked as a 

Time Keeper for the Department of Public Works in the City of Medford 

for forty-four years. 

 

A moment of silence was held. 

 

Mayor McGlynn returned at 8:58 p.m. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Falco: 

 The Administrators contract was approved: 

Yea: 6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn      

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 1 Scarpelli 

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto the Custodians contract was approved: 

Yea: 6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn      

 Nay: 0 



 Absent: 1 Scarpelli 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that meeting adjourn at 9:00 p.m. 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

        

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Robert E. Skerry Jr 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


