
 

Regular Meeting 

January 27, 2014 

School Committee Meeting 

Council Chambers 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 

McGlynn in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:07 p.m.  Those present were Ms. 

Cugno, Ms. DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Scarpelli, Mr. Skerry, Ms. Van der Kloot, 

Mayor McGlynn and Superintendent Belson.   

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto that the minutes of January 13, 2014 be approved: 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 

Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:   7  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn     

 Nay: 0 

 Absent:  0 

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto that the Payrolls be approved: 

Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 7  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn      

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 0 

 

Report on M.H.S. “Botball” Robotics, Student and Team Recognition and Acceptance of 

Program Gift 

Superintendent Belson reported that Medford High School “Botball” team was invited to 

the meeting tonight to receive certificates from the committee for their impressive 

performance at the New England Regional Robotics Tournament held last May and to 

recognize, accept and thank Dr. Marthinus van Schoor for his generous donation to the 

program.  Superintendent Belson introduced Carolyn Joy, Director of Mathmetics and 

Science to introduce the team members.  Superintendent Belson presented Dr. van Schoor 

with a plaque and thanked him from all members of the school community. 

 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto thanked Ms. Chyen for giving up her vacations and free time to help the 

students.   

 

 



On the motion of approval by Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry to accept the $1500 gift from Dr. Marthinus van Schoor: 

Vote: 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 7  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn      

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 0 

 

Recommendation to Approve French School “P’tits Bouts” as a Private School 

Superintendent Belson reported that the french immersion preschool program is located 

at the West Medford Community Center is currently licensed by the State Department of 

Early Education and Care as a preschool. The P’tits Bouts program is now seeking 

permission to move beyond preschool and became a recognized private school in our 

city. Under Chapter 76 Section 1 of Massachusetts General Laws a local School 

Committee “shall” approve a private school when satisfied that the instruction in all 

studies required by law equals in thoroughness and efficiency and in the progress made 

therein that in the public schools in the same town.  We have reviewed the P’tits Bouts 

application and believe that the program sufficiently meets the required criteria for 

approval through grade one. Superintendent Belson introduced Sophie Camard from the 

school to answer any questions. 

 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto said she had a few questions for Ms. Camard.  She asked how many 

Medford residents attend the school. Ms. Camard answered that presently they are in one 

room so they have limited enrollment.  They have one Medford resident enrolled and 

others on a wait list.  Ms. DiBenedetto asked what the tuition is and if any scholarships 

are available?  Ms. Camard answered that the kindergarten and grade one rate is $9600 

per year and currently there are no scholarships.  Ms. DiBenedetto asked if only French is 

spoken and how will students transfer to Medford Public Schools?  Ms. Camard said that 

all students are bilingual and they incorporate the French National Curriculum and the 

Massachusetts curriculum so they can transfer content to grade two.  Ms. DiBenedetto 

continued asking how they will handle special needs students.  Ms. Camard answered 

that if parents have concerns they will meet with them and assess the student.  They will 

discuss the child with the parent and then it becomes the choice of the parents to address 

either special education or foreign language.  They would refer the student to the school 

system they come from.  The question of transportation was asked.  Parents at P’tits 

Bouts are responsible for transportation at this time.  Superintendent Belson said that the 

city would be consistent with other private/parochial schools and provide necessary 

transportation. Ms. DiBenedetto wants the city to realize that we could have financial 

constraints if we eventually need another bus. Ms. Van der Kloot said she doesn’t 

understand and questioned having another school in another city already. Ms. Camard 

said they have another school in Watertown but they want to expand.  Ms. Van der Koot 



asked if the demand is high enough for two schools.  Ms. Camard said that there aren’t 

any French schools in the area only the International School in Boston but the cost is very 

high.  Ms. Van der Kloot agreed that the biggest concern is the transfer to the Medford 

Public School and if the students will be prepared.  Ms. Cugno asked about the 

Watertown School and said that she is also concerned about the transportation issue.  

Superintendent Belson said that this can be worked out.  Mr. Scarpelli stated that he feels 

it is a great concept and is in favor of bilingual students but was curious as to why they 

are looking to approve a school that does not yet exist.  Superintendent Belson said that 

this is an established program in our city.  They have a curriculum that meets the 

guidelines so we can’t deny the right to start.  He feels comfortable that they have met the 

threshold. Mr. Scarpelli asked if our nurses have to provide services.  Superintendent 

Belson answered no, it is private school. 

 

Mayor McGlynn left at 7:40 p.m. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry seconded by Ms. Van der Kloot  that the Medfdord School 

Committee approve the P’tits Bouts School as a private school under provisions of 

Chapter 76 Section 1 MGL for students through Grade One. 

Vote: 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 7  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot  

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 1 McGlynn 

 

Report on Governor’s Proposed FY15 Budget 

Superintendent Belson reported that Governor Patrick’s state budget proposal for FY 

2015 was released on Wednesday, January 22, 2014.  Please find attached reviews of the 

Governor’s proposals by Mass Budget, MASS, and the Mass Municipal Association.  

These reports cover the full range of budget categories including education matters.  It 

must be noted that the Governor’s proposal is only the first step in a multi-month process 

of budget formulation.  There will be independent deliberations in both the House and 

Senate before a conference committee works on a consensus plan.  Then the Governor 

has veto authority and the Legislature has override authority.  A final state budget will 

emerge sometime in June.  In the meantime there will be intense lobbying from the 

various special interest groups to either preserve or enhance line items that affect their 

various constituencies.  MASC, MASS, and MMA will be among the leading groups 

representing our positions. The following points are provided for your quick 

understanding of the Governor’s proposals and our immediate concern: while the overall 

state budget increases by 4.9%, Unrestricted General Government Aid (UGGA) to 

municipalities is level funded at an amount that is 400 million below the fiscal 2008 

distribution. Chapter 70 (school aid) will grow 2.3% with an increase of $99.5 million.  

However the distribution formula varies by community. Medford will only receive $25 

per pupil new for an estimated increase of $158,000 over last year.  We are still below the 

level of aid provided in 2004. The special education Circuit Breaker: is level funded at 

$253 million.  In order to maintain the 75% above threshold reimbursement it is projected 

that the amount should be $265 million.  This is critical to all communities as they 



attempt to fund extraordinary costs associated with students who need extensive services. 

Despite the Auditors ruling homeless education is underfunded at about 50% of actual 

need.  The number of homeless students is growing. Charter school funding is level 

despite the push from certain quarters to expand these programs.  Given current 

projections the underfunding could by $28 million short of the reimbursement formula.  

In Medford, the preliminary estimates on the cherry sheets show a net increase cost of 

$457,501.  This more than wipes out the Chapter 70 increase for Medford.  Non-resident 

Chapter 74 transportation assistance was $3 million last year.  This pays for the 

Minuteman bus.  The Governor’s budget eliminates this line item.  The Medford impact 

could be $65,000. Kindergarten aid is increased for expansion purposes in cities where 

full day kindergarten is not currently available.  This does not help us.  Also we expect 

more rules to be imposed on the current funding use now received from this line item. 

Despite increased testing requirement that will require technology upgrades, there is no 

line item included for this purpose.  While Medford is ahead of most communities in this 

area, we all need support for expanded demands on technology infrastructure. The Early 

Education and Care Budget only gives $15 million new for access.  This is an important 

area that the Governor highlighted last year and the increase is useful, but will have little 

impact in Medford. Unlike last year the Governor’s proposals are not backed by 

significant new revenue.  MassBudget projects the State revenue gap to be approximately 

$514 million for FY 2015.  We expect the legislatures to push back on such items as 

Circuit Breaker, non-residential transportation and homeless.   

 

On the motion by Mr. Scarpelli the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Report on Federal Education Budget 

Superintendent Belson stated that last month Congress passed the Bipartisan Budget Act 

of 2013.  This deal set overall spending limits for the next two years.  It also provided 

$63 billion to relieve some of the anticipated sequestration cuts.  The funding was 

divided evenly between defense and discretionary spending through FY 2015.  The new 

spending level is $1012 trillion.  Congress must now decide which discretionary 

programs will be helped by $31.5 billion allocations. During this month Congress has 

been working on approximately twelve different spending packages including education.  

We are hopeful that there will be sufficient funding for IDEA, Title I, Perkins, and 

NCLB.  These are the main conduits for us. The National Governors Association (NGA) 

at its most recent meting expressed frustration at the congressional gridlock.  They called 

for a new “flexible federations” that would give more discretion to the states.  There was 

strong support for aligning education with workforce development.  They also called for 

a wider adoption of the Common Core Standards. There will be several changes in 

Congress next year with mid-term elections.  Both George Miller and Senator Harkins are 

leaving.  Both have been strong education backers. We continue to watch Washington 

since we are dependant on the stability of federal funds for certain key programs. We will 

keep you posted. 

 



 

On the motion by Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Report on New High School Equivalency Exam 

Superintendent Belson reported that as a follow up to a previous report DESE has 

announced that the Educational Testing Service (ETS) has been designated to administer 

the high school equivalency test that replaces the GED. The new test is called HiSET. 

He highlighted a recent press release from DESE that describes the purpose of HiSET 

and its planned rollout over the next three years. We will become familiar with the new 

instrument so that we can guide individuals who may benefit from this equivalency 

opportunity. 

 

Discussion: 

Mr. Skerry asked if they could get a copy of a sample test.  Ms. Van der Kloot is 

concerned because the GED was an option for students who were ill.   

 

On the motion by Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Report on AMAO Status 

Superintendent Belson stated Title III of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) requires 

the limited English proficient students be assessed annually to measure progress toward 

the attainment of English language proficiency. This past year the state changed 

assessments from the MEPA to the ACCESS assessment tool to determine and report 

progress.  The state then estimated equivalent scores on each test for reporting purposes. 

AMAO means Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives.  All ELL students k-12 are 

assessed in three categories.  Last year Medford met AMAO in all three categories.  This 

year we did not meet the target for category three which is based upon MCAS 

achievement.  In all three categories we exceeded the state performance by a substantial 

margin. We believe that given the challenges facing our ELL students that the Medford 

district is doing well overall.  There is always room for improvement.  It is not very 

realistic that ELL students will meet certain targets in a very short period when the 

subject requires more than conversational language skill.  This could be more pronounced 

with the arrival of PARCC. We are required to send a letter home to all parents of ELL 

students regarding these results. We have done so in multiple languages. 

 

On the motion by Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 



Negotiations and Legal Matters  

 Medford Educational Secretaries Contract  

 Custodians Grievances  

 Salary Negotiations for Assistant Director of Buildings and Ground 

Moved to Executive Session 

 

Ms. Van der Kloot informed members that the PARCC presentation has been rescheduled 

to Wednesday, February 12
th

 at the McGlynn School at 7:00 p.m. 

 

New Business: 

School Committee Resolution submitted by Mr. Falco: 

 

Whereas, the Medford Public Schools requires students/or families to pay for PSAT, 

SAT, afterschool programs, athletic fees, etc; whereas, in some instances the Medford 

Public Schools only accepts check or money order as payment, therefore, be it resolved, 

that the Superintendent of Schools/Director of Finance and Administration work with the 

city treasurer to allow parents to pay for various fees/tests by credit card. 

 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto asked if we have the ability to do this.  Superintendent Belson answered 

that city hall in the past has had problems with this but if the resolution passes we will 

pursue it. Ms. Van der Kloot agrees that it is a great idea.  Ms. DiBenedetto asked if the 

school lunches could be paid by credit card.  Superintendent Belson said that they are 

online payments. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the resolution be approved: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

School Committee Resolution: 

 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 

family of Ruth Linsie Tulysse.  Ruth was a member of the Class of 2009 and was a 

loving teacher to the students at Match Community Day School in Boston. 

 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 

condolences to the family of Joseph “Joey” Lopez.  Joey passed away suddenly.  He was 

an outstanding soccer player and a he was also a member of the MHS Class of 2009.  

 

Mr. Scarpelli spoke on behalf of Joey Lopez who was a senior at Suffolk University, that 

Joey passed away suddenly from a complication of epilepsy.  A fund has been set up to 

help with the cost of the funeral. Mr. Scarpelli said that over $9,000 was raised so far 

which shows again that Medford is a great community. 

 

Ms. Van der Kloot requested an update on the heating issue at Medford High School. 



Superintendent Belson said that he received a call from Buildings and Grounds very early 

this morning.  The heat in buildings B and C were down.  There was water leaking from 

the ventilators.  By mid morning the heat was back on in building C.  The rooms that 

were too cold were moved.   They continue to work replacing the heating coils. The 

severe cold affects the older equipment.  The decision was made not to send the students 

home because the day would have to be made up in June. 

 

Mayor McGlynn returned at 8:40 p.m. 

 

Discussion: 

Mr. Scarpelli said that the parents need to know that this is why we need new boilers.  

 

Ms. DiBenedetto commented on two emails she had received.  The first was in regards to 

students having recess on the very cold days.  The second was questioning making up 

snow days during February vacation.  Superintendent Belson said that he had also 

received the emails and will reply to them directly.  

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli to go into Executive Session at 8:45 p.m. for Negotiations 

and Legal Matters pertaining to Medford Educational Secretaries Contract, Custodians 

Grievances and Salary Negotiations for Assistant Director of Buildings and Ground 

 

On the motion, Medford Educational Secretaries Contract was approved 

Yea: 7 Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot , McGlynn 

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 0 

  

The Committee returned from Executive Session at 9:01p.m. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry seconded by Mr. Falco to approval the salary for Mr. John 

McLaughlin as follows: 

Approve salary level @ $80,232 inclusive of current longevity.  His title will become 

Assistant Director of Buildings and Grounds 

Yea: 7 Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot , McGlynn 

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 0 

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto that meeting adjourn at 9:03 p.m. 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

       

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Robert E. Skerry Jr 

Secretary 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


