
 

Regular Meeting 

March 24, 2014 

School Committee Meeting 

Council Chambers 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 

McGlynn in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:05 p.m.  Those present were Ms. 

Cugno, Ms. DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Scarpelli, Mr. Skerry, Mayor McGlynn and 

Superintendent Belson.  Ms. Van der Kloot was absent. 

 

On the motion of Ms. Cugno that the minutes of February 24, 2014 be approved: 

Vote: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 

Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:   6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, McGlynn     

 Nay: 0 

 Absent:  1 Van der Kloot  

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto that the Payrolls be approved: 

Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, McGlynn      

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 1 Van der Kloot 

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto to suspend the rules to take papers out of order: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Mrs. Judith Lonergan was invited to present Medford High School sports teams and clubs 

with checks for participating in the first Medford Jingle Bell Walk/Run.  Mrs. Lonergan 

said that all teams/clubs were presented with the amount that they raised and an 

additional $215 as a donation from Lonergan Insurance.  She said that next year the 

amount would be pro rated on the amount raised.  A total of $12,122 was presented to the 

various teams/clubs.   

 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto thanked Ms. Lonergan and the various clubs/teams for their generous 

support.   

Mayor McGlynn introduced Jennifer DeSautels for the Medford Arts Center. Ms. 

DeSautels spoke about the Medford Children’s Art Showcase that is on exhibit at the 



Meadow Glen Mall until Saturday, March 29
th

.  The exhibit features over 500 pieces of 

art from third grade, seventh grade and high school students throughout Medford.  She 

stressed that it is a fun family event and the students are so excited and proud to see there 

work on display at a public place. 

 

Discussion: 

Mr. Falco thanked all who worked so hard to make this a huge success. 

 

Support Services Subcommittee Report February 26, 2014 

Chairperson Falco stated that The Support Services subcommittee was called to order at 

7:00 p.m. in the Superintendent’s Conference Room at Medford High School at 7:00 p.m. 

by Chairperson John Falco.  All rose to salute the Flag.The following members were 

present John Falco, George Scarpelli, and Ann Marie Cugno.  Also present were School 

Committee members Erin DiBenedetto and Robert E. Skerry Jr. as well as Superintendent 

Roy E. Belson and Director of Finance and Administration Ann Giombetti.  Director of 

Athletics and Community Service Robert Maloney could not attend as his presence was 

required by MIAA rules at the tournament game. Chairperson Falco stated that the 

purpose of the meting was to review our Athletic Program and budget as well as our 

Community School Program. Superintendent Belson and Director of Administration and 

Finance Ann Giombetti reviewed the financial status of each program (see attached 

information).  Essentially the Athletic Program has a chronic deficit and the Community 

Schools Program is in balance with a small positive position each year.  The 

administration suggested that the Committee must decide among three options regarding 

the Athletic Program.  Specifically, increase the budget appropriation, reduce the number 

of programs (Medford has more than other GBL communities), raise additional funds 

from other sources including support groups. Member Scarpelli raised several points 

including seeking a discount in ice rink fees, acquiring funds from current sports camps 

and clinics and the development of a single fundraising organization. Chairperson Falco 

suggested that they visit with the Cambridge Falcons support group to learn how they 

organize their fundraising.  He also questioned transportation costs. Member Cugno was 

concerned about the equity among the various teams and the distribution of funding.  She 

raised the issue of how different sports could generate user fees. Ms. DiBenedetto talked 

about the effort of Judy Lonergan to raise funds for the various teams and clubs. The 

group decided that there should be a review of fundraising policies and we should 

actively engage the Cambridge group to move forward. The subcommittee then moved to 

Community Schools.  There was a consensus that we should have a better handle on how 

each school was being used and what fees were being charged.  Also what were the real 

maintenance costs. The use of the new pool and its operational costs was to be 

determined.  The success of the summer camp was cited.  There was a discussion about 

hiring policies.  The general feeling was that the summer program was good and properly 

staffed. The subcommittee felt that need to meet again and to schedule a session with the 

Cambridge Falcons organization. March 19
th

 and 20
th

 were possible dates.  

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 



 

 

Committee of the Whole – District Review –March 3, 2014 

Chairperson Falco presented the minutes. He stated that the meeting was called to order 

at 6:30 by Vice Chairman John Falco.  All rose to salute the flag.  School Committee 

members present included Ann Marie Cugno, Erin DiBenedetto, George Scarpelli and 

Paulette Van der Kloot.  Also present were Deputy Superintendent Beverly Nelson, 

Assistant Superintendent Diane Caldwell, Director of Finance and Administration Ann 

Giombetti, Director of Curriculum and Instruction Bernadette Ricciardelli and Andrews 

Middle School Prinipal Paul D’Alleva.  Items on the agenda included a tour of the new 

science labs, approval of the middle schools end of year trip to New York and 

information related to the upcoming DESE District Review. 

Project Manager Bernie Malone conducted the tour of the new labs which are nearing 

completion.  All were very pleased with the progress of the project and enthusiastic about 

the new opportunities.  The meeting continued in the conference room. Principal 

D’Alleva presented the details of the New York trip for 8
th

 grade McGlynn and Andrews 

students and requested approval.  The Committee approved the trip.  

Deputy Superintendent Nelson presented information related to the DESE District 

Review that will take place on April 14-17.  She presented a PowerPoint about the review 

and process.  The purpose of the review is to provide districts with commendations and 

recommendations.  All schools, administrators, several teachers and students as well as 

union members and School Committee members will be interviewed and observed while 

the review team is onsite.  The Committee had several questions related to the review and 

will be given more details related to the review and their role as central administration is 

informed.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Division Nine MASC Charter School Report – March 19, 2014 

Member Cugno read the report.  She stated that the meeting was called to order by 

Chairperson Paulette Van der Kloot.  There were MASC representatives from Medford, 

Everett, Revere, Arlington, Fitchburg, Lynn and Somerville.  Also MASC Executive 

Director Glenn Koocher and Medford Superintendent Roy Belson. 

Senator Patricia Jehlen made a brief presentation on the issue.  She raised the question of 

fairness regarding the designation of communities as underperforming.  She presented 

materials (see attached) that showed a very high correlation between socio-economic 

status and MCAS ranking.  She advocated for a greater emphasis in “Growth” percentile 

as a fairer measure. Senator Jehlen also discussed the current discussions within the Joint 

Education Committee of the Legislature.  She cited the heavy pressure to release the 

charter cap bill.  The decision on that matter has been extended one week to March 26, 

2014. There was a vibrant discussion among the participants regarding charters and the 

impact on local communities.  It was noted that charters are not a panacea for education.  

In fact there are many flaws with charters and that they need to be addressed before a 

“cap lift” is approved.  It is likely that the State Auditor’s report on charters will not be 

released until May. Senator Jehlen urged MASC members to contact their legislators and 



tell them to not lift the “cap”.  It was important to get to the leadership.  There is great 

pressure from the media and the business community to lift the “cap”. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Falco the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Recommendation to Accept Anonymous Gift to Columbus School 

Assistant Superintendent Diane Caldwell stated that the Columbus Elementary School 

received an anonymous donation of $3500.  Ms. Kathleen Kay, Principal is requesting the 

School Committee approve this donation. 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry to accept the donation: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Also while under suspension: 

 

School Committee Resolution  

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 

family of Thomas V. Scott, retired Fire Chief of the City of Cambridge and father of 

Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents Executive Director Thomas A. 

Scott. 

School Committee Resolution  

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 

family of William “Bill” Jenkin.  Mr. Jenkin was a custodian and head of the buildings 

and grounds department for many years. 

 

School Committee Resolution  

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 

family of Brianna Barnard.  Brianna died Wednesday in a car accident.  She was a special 

young lady and a member of the Medford High School Class of 2013. 

 

School Committee Resolution  

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 

family of  Paul Skerry Sr.  Mr. Skerry was a long time Medford resident and  the uncle of 

School Committee member Robert E. Skerry Jr. 

 

A moment of silence was held. 

 

Pre-Budget Report – Science Department 

Deputy Superintendent Beverly Nelson reported that tonight we will begin our pre-

budget presentations.  As in past years we ask the Directors/Supervisors of the various 

curriculum areas to come before the School Committee to share highlights of the year, 

their use of funding and the needs and directions of their department moving forward.  

These presentations assist in establishing priorities for budget funding for the new school 



year.  Ms. Nelson also said that a Committee of the Whole will be scheduled to discuss 

the English Language Arts and mathematics programs.  She introduced Rocco Cieri, 

Coordinator of Science who presented the report. Mr. Cieri said that the science program 

for grades kindergarten through twelve in Medford supports student acquisition of 

knowledge and skills in the area of general science and technology/engineering.  The 

current curriculum is aligned with the 2006 Massachusetts Curriculum framework and 

national science standards.  He stated that some of the highlights of 2013-2014 include 

the remodeling of the labs, the new program offerings in environmental sciences, 

biotechnology and robotics, partnerships with universities and the revision of common 

mid-year and end of year assessments.  He discussed the 2013-2104 funding and 2014-

2015 non-salary needs.  He also discussed the goals and objectives for SY 2014-2015. 

 

Discussion: 

Mr. Falco stated that this is an exciting time for the science department.  He asked about 

the new programs and if the additional cost of these programs will go to the science 

department, the vocational school or be shared?  Superintendent Belson replied that this 

will be worked out but this initiative will result in a greater interaction between the 

schools.  Mr. Falco asked if we will need to hire new teachers?   Superintendent Belson 

answered that it will depend on enrollment.   Mr. Falco questioned the special request for 

elementary schools.  Mr. Cieri said that it is for kit-based items which cost approximately 

$1000 per grade.  Mr. Falco asked when teachers will move into the new labs?  

Superintendent Belson said they will be done the end of April but we don’t want to rush 

things.  Mr. Skerry asked to what extent does the science department interact with the 

Curtis Tufts School. He does not want them left out.  Mr. Cieri answered that they are 

part of the science department.  Ms. Cugno stressed that the new labs must be maintained. 

She also questioned whether with our technology upgrades are we able to utilize this 

more in science.  Mr. Cieri answered not as of yet; all students must have access at home. 

Ms. DiBenedetto said that she was so excited when they toured the lab and the 

investment that was made in our students’ future.  She said that we need someone to 

manage the labs including rotation and disposal of chemicals.  She inquired if anyone on 

staff is able to do this or do we need to hire someone?  Superintendent Belson replied that 

we are receiving information as labs are being built, we need to develop a plan.  He said 

that perhaps we need to identify a head teacher to do this.  Mr. Scarpelli asked what AP 

courses in science are taught?  Mr. Cieri answered that this year we teach AP Biology, 

AP Chemistry and AP Physics. 

On the motion of Ms. Cugno the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1  

 

Report on Massachusetts Kindergarten Education Assessment (MKEA) 

Assistant Superintendent Diane Caldwell presented the report.  She stated that the 

Massachusetts Kindergarten Entry Assessment (MKEA) is an important initiative 

focused on supporting individualized teaching and learning for kindergarten students.  

Medford Public Schools kindergarten will be participating in MKEA as part of the third 

implementation cohort, and as a condition of receiving the Quality Full-Day Kindergarten 

Grant.  The MKEA is designed to provide the following benefits: assess children’s 

growth and learning across all development domains; inform instruction and strengthen 



professional development, leading to more individualized teaching and learning and 

provide schools with new sources of data to share with families through report cards and 

other forms of communication.  Training for teachers and other school staff on use of the 

formative assessment tool will take place beginning in the spring of 2014 and continuing 

though the beginning of the 2014-2015 school year.  Funding will be provided for costs 

associated with use and professional development associated with Teaching Strategies-

Gold. 

Discussion: 

Mr. Falco asked if this will change our current report card.  Ms. Caldwell answered that 

out report card will remain the same.   

On the motion of Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent 

 

Report on Tufts University Presidential Symposium 

On March 12, 2014 Tufts President Anthony Monaco hosted over 150 Community 

leaders and activists from Medford, Somerville and Boston to reflect on and strengthen 

community partnerships and civic engagement.  Tisch College Dean Alan D. Solomont 

delivered the event’s keynote address which called for civic renewal.  He stated “By 

sharing resources, strategies, and goals we can have a lasting and transformative effect on 

our communities and the world around us…Effective collaboration is essential for today 

and tomorrow.” Participants then engaged in roundtable discussions on how to 

breakdown barriers to communication and collaboration.  Ideas were shared with the 

larger group after each table developed strategies and observations from their experience.  

The Medford Schools were well represented and we contributed several ideas to be 

considered. As you know the City of Medford and the Medford Public Schools have a 

long-standing relationship with Tufts.  This past fall Tufts and Medford entered into a 

renewed partnership to advance education and support our students. We emphasized 

several key points: all stakeholders in a collaborative partnership need to have equal 

voice; while innovation can be good we should not forsake current initiatives and we 

should build sustainable projects and organization; sometimes university research does 

not mesh well with city and school priorities; collaboration must be a good fit.  It may be 

necessary to forgo a project so as to avoid disruption to a coherent curriculum or activity; 

good ideas can travel in both directions; scheduling needs careful planning; we need to 

celebrate progress along the way as we proceed to larger outcomes. Medford has had 

many wonderful programs with Tufts over the years and we have many ideas for future 

collaboration.  The annual symposium is a good opportunity to renew our focus and 

commitment. 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent:  1 

 

 

 

 

 



 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry to go into Executive Session at 8:10 p.m. for Negotiations 

and Legal Matters pertaining to status of bargaining unit negotiations, Kids Corner, After 

School, Non-Unit Personnel 

Yea: 6 Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, McGlynn 

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 1 Van der Kloot 

 

The Committee returned from Executive Session at 8:40 p.m. 

 

The Committee voted on the following items: 

  

Security Guards, Teamster Local Union 25: 

  July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2013 0% 

  July 1, 2013   2%  

  July 1, 2014   2% 

  January 1, 2015   1.25% 

The gasoline allowance of $2,400 per year effective July 1, 2007 shall be 

rolled into the base salary effective July 1, 2013 

 

Yes: 6 Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, McGlynn 

 No: 0 

 Absent: 1 Van der Kloot 

 

Non-bargaining Employees  

  FY 14 2%  

  FY 15  2%    midyear 1.25% 

 

Yes: 5 Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Skerry, McGlynn 

 No: 1 Scarpelli 

 Absent: 1 Van der Kloot 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that meeting adjourn at 8:44 p.m. 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Robert E. Skerry Jr. 

Secretary 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


