
 

Regular Meeting 

March 16, 2015 

School Committee Meeting 

Council Chambers 

 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Vice 

Chairperson Falco at 7:11 p.m.  Those present were Ms. Cugno, Ms. DiBenedetto, Mr. 

Falco, Mr. Scarpelli, Mr. Skerry, Ms. Van der Kloot and Superintendent Belson. Mayor 

McGlynn was absent. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the minutes of March 2, 2015 be approved: 

Vote: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 

Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:   6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot 

 Nay: 0 

 Absent:  1  McGlynn  

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the Payrolls be approved: 

Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot  

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 1  McGlynn 

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Klott to move suspension of the rules to take the papers 

out of order: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Report on Bench Buddies 

Assistant Superintendent Diane Caldwell presented the report.  Ms. Caldwell reported 

that in November she was approached by sophomore students Alannah Landano and 

Katie Rousseau with a request to build Buddy Benches at our elementary schools.  The 

Buddy Bench is a simple idea to eliminate loneliness and foster friendship on the 

playground.  The girls spoke about friends and siblings who sometimes feel alone and sad 

when they are on the playground.  Providing a bench for the children to go to allows 

other students to stop by and talk or request they join them in a game. Ms. Caldwell 



introduced Alannah and Katie who briefed the committee on their plans.  They said that 

they have received help from Ms. Gomez and Mr. Skorker at Medford High School. Ms. 

Riccio at the vocational school is working with the students to have the benches built and 

the Gay and Straight Alliance has offered to paint them.  The girls also said that they 

have received financial support from various elementary PTO’s, the GSA and the 

Bloomberg Foundation.  Lowe’s has donated lumber for the benches. 

 

Mayor McGlynn arrived at 7:20 p.m. 

 

Discussion: 

Mr. Skerry commented that it is nice to see the older students working and helping the 

younger ones.  He asked how many benches would be at each school?  Alannah answered 

one possibly two.  Ms. DiBenedetto encouraged other high school students to volunteer 

as a way to get community service hours.  Ms. Van der Kloot asked if the benches will be 

anchored into the ground?  Kate answered that the vocational school will do that.  Mr. 

Scarpelli said that it is to great to see the students reaching out to the elementary school 

students especially the GSA and all working together. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry to accept the report and place on file: 

  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Also while under suspension: 

 

Report on Science Fair 

 

Superintendent Belson introduced Rocco Cieri to present this report.  Mr. Cieri reported 

that on February 26
th

 students, faculty, judges and members of the community gathered at 

Medford High School for the annual High School Science & Engineering Fair.  This 

event was an exposition of scientific investigations performed by students from Medford 

High School and Medford Vocational Technical High School.   A total of thirty-four 

students’ projects – twenty-five individual and nine team projects – were submitted by 

high school teachers for entry in the fair.  Our students demonstrated their innovation, 

their acquired research and technical experiences and their presentation skills to judges 

made up of both STEM field experts and teachers.  The event took place in the newly 

renovated science wing.  The winning students were given award certificates by the 

Committee. 

 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto asked if Mr. Cieri saw a difference this year with the new labs in place.  

Mr. Cieri said that the students worked diligently with teachers in the new facilities.  Ms. 

Cugno asked what the criteria are to be selected to present a project at the fair.  Mr. Cieri 

said that everyone does a project that the faculty evaluates and selects for the fair.   

 



On the motion of Mr. Skerry to accept the report and place on file: 

  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Ms. Van der Kloot , while under suspension, asked why the committee was provided with 

a report on the Military Program if it was not on the agenda to further discuss. 

Superintendent Belson said it could be discussed while under suspension.  Ms. Van der 

Kloot requested Dr. Perella speak and answer questions on the subject.  Dr. Perella stated 

that this was an optional activity for students.  The information collected from waivers is 

entered into military data.  All activities have to go through Dr. Perella. Dr. Perella also 

said that he sent a request to have student emails removed.  Ms. Van der Kloot said that 

this entire activity is very concerning that students were not able to opt out.  Also 

concerning is the collection of data and the injuries received.  Dr. Perella said that is was 

an unfortunate situation. A fine balance needs to be obtained.  Ms. DiBenedetto stated 

that anyone coming in with a microchip needs to be challenged.  She would like the 

physical education teachers to send home letters to parents/guardians changing it from 

opt out to opt in.  Dr. Perella confirmed that the military has to contact him prior to 

speaking with grade 9 and grade 10 students.  Mr. Skerry asked if he has received any 

input from the PTO and if they expressed any concern. Mr. Falco questioned Dr. 

Perella’s proposal that said “if teachers are using pictures for blogs or twitter pages, a 

picture release form must be completed by parents and students”, and asked if many 

teachers are using pictures.  Dr. Perella said that with today’s social media some use it to 

post information on the class or activity.  Mr. Falco wants parents to know pictures are 

being posted.  Ms. DiBenedetto said that the military is a great future for many of the 

students in our community she just wants to make sure we monitor how they collect 

information. 

 

On the motion the report was received and placed on file. 

 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on Harvard Partnership with Medford High School 

Superintendent Belson reported that Medford High School under the leadership of Dr. 

John Perella is partnering with Harvard Graduate School of Education Professor Nancy 

E. Hill to develop a strategy for advancing educational achievement by better meeting the 

needs of all subgroup populations. This is a comprehensive and powerful initiative that 

will enable us to examine multiple factors and to devise effective targeted interventions 

responsive to the needs of our diverse student population.  Superintendent Belson 

introduced Dr. Hill to give an overview of the project.  Dr. Hill said that the purpose of 

the study is to examine achievement gaps in subgroup populations and develop strategies 

for advancement.  To understand and set a plan to mitigate demographic gaps in 

achievement including ethnic and economic differences in school performance Medford 



High School will collaborate with researchers led from Harvard University.  The initial 

phase of this collaboration included a school wide student experience survey.  Based on 

the results intervention plans to improve students’ sense of belonging and commitment to 

school and ultimately their school performance.  She continued with the preliminary 

findings and discussed future collaborations. 

 

Discussion: 

Ms. Van der Kloot asked if the questions on the survey were used at other schools prior 

to Medford? Dr. Hill answered that some questions had been used before but not all.  Dr. 

Hill explained that her work is focused on “what it means to be an engaged parent of an 

adolescent.”  Ms. Cugno asked if she is planning on doing the survey again next year. Dr. 

Hill answered yes as a comparison.  Ms. DiBenedetto asked if this was part of the “no 

homework over vacation”.  Dr. Perella said that the no homework over vacation evolved 

during a group discussion and was tried during the Thanksgiving and Christmas breaks.  

Both students and parents have been surveyed and this topic is now being discussed in 

the focus group to evaluate. Ms. DiBenedetto said that she has concerns with AP classes 

and students that need to constantly review.  She understands the stress of high school 

students but would like to see data collected on the results.  She would like to be 

informed on these changes. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli to accept the report and place on file: 

  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Proposal for MHS Science Enrichment Trip 

Superintendent Belson introduced science teacher Audrey Carmosino to present the 

proposal.  Ms. Carmosino explained that the Disney Youth Education Programs take 

place in the information rich setting of the Disney Parks in Florida and California.   Here 

students practice teamwork, critical thinking and problem solving.  The proposal is for 

February 2016 with an estimated cost of $2000 per student.   

 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto commented that this is a great opportunity for both students and staff.  

Ms. Van der Kloot thought the $2000 was a lot of money and asked how many days it is 

for?  Ms. Carmosino said it is for five days and the $2000 is just an estimate depending 

on the price of airfare and this includes everything but spending money.  Ms. Van der 

Kloot is concerned with traveling in February due to weather.  Ms. Carmosino said that 

travel insurance is included and they are planning on going Monday through Friday to 

have a buffer on each end if needed.   She also said that they do not do the program in 

April.   

 

 

 

 



On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto to approve the request: 

  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

New Business: 

School Committee Resolution  

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 

family of Janet MacMillan.  Ms. MacMillan was a retired art teacher. 

A moment of silence was held. 

Resolution submitted by John Falco 

Be it resolved that the Superintendent of Schools develop a protocol to be executed when 

the school phone system is out of service to ensure that parents and guardians are 

informed of such an event and know how to contact their child’s school as needed. 

 

Mr. Falco said that he has received many calls and the main concern is being able to 

contact schools at all times.  Superintendent Belson said that they are trying to link with 

the system to call cell phones. This is comparable to sending a text message.  In the 

immediate we will move to an auxiliary system if we cannot.  We should have an answer 

in about a week. 

 

On the motion the resolution was adopted. 

 

Mayor McGlynn left at 8:40 p.m. 

 

Report on ACCESS Field Test and ELL Programs 

ELL Coordinator Leslie Trotta gave this report.  Ms. Trotta reported that the ELL 

Corrective Action Plan Review was approved with commendations in September 2014.  

We are in full compliance and received many accolades, particularly for working hand in 

hand with the sped department.  She also said that the first annual ELL parent night was 

held in December.  She said that translators were present including student volunteers.  

Navigation and Google translations of the Medford Public Schools website and 

discussion of the ACCESS and MCAS testing were the topics for discussion.  Ms. Trotta 

explained that all current ELL students were successfully tested between January 8 and 

February 11.  The results will be received in May or June. 

 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto asked how many parents attended?  Ms. Trotta answered about thirty.  

Ms. DiBenedetto asked if we have more students than last year?  Ms. Trotta replied that it 

is about the same as last year because there is constant change.  Ms. Van der Kloot asked 

what was the youngest student that took the ACCESS test.  Ms. Trotta said grade one.  

They were tested on the computer and they all could manipulate through with little 

problem.   

 



 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli to accept the report and place on file: 

  

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

 

Report on the Governor’s Proposed FY 2016 Budget Superintendent Belson reported that 

Governor Charles Baker has issued his first state budget recommendation which is listed 

as House I.  The budget total is $38.1 billion which is a 3% increase.  The 

administration’s increase includes a plan to cover the projected deficit of $1.5 billion 

dollars identified this year. Typically, the Governor’s budget gets worked over by the 

House and the Senate.  Still, it sets a tone that previews the thinking of the executive 

branch.  While the Governor’s proposal does not call for increased taxes or fees, it does 

rely heavily on temporary revenues and savings that may help but will not answer the 

long-term structural deficit.  These temporary one-time solutions add up to $616 million.  

Additionally the budget relies upon $178 million from an early retirement incentive plan.  

While retirement savings seem like a good idea, unfilled positions in certain agencies 

may actually produce higher costs and increased social/economical consequences.  While 

overall Chapter 70 school aid and unrestricted general government aid is up across the 

state and in Medford, projected assessments and targeted program reductions virtually 

eliminate the gain in these two accounts.  In Medford Chapter 70 rises by $88,920 and 

unrestricted aid goes up $388,564 from last years figures.  However, proposed reductions 

of kindergarten grants ($160,000), Circuit Breaker ($100,000), non-resident 

transportation ($50,000), and early childhood ($15,000) virtually wipe out the gain.  The 

projected increase in charter school assessment and the underfunding of charter school 

reimbursement further adds to the overall loss of assistance.  A cut to targeted aid is a cut 

to local aid in the aggregate. Remember, the Governor’s budget is only step one in the 

process we expect the House and Senate to restore cuts to certain targeted programs.  We 

are strongly advocating for such relief in both chambers. We will keep you informed. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry to accept the report and place on file: 

  

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Mayor McGlynn returned at 9:00 p.m. 

 

Report on Charter School Issues 

Superintendent Belson presented this report.  He stated that recently three prominent 

Boston attorneys announced that they were preparing a lawsuit to overturn the state cap 

on the number of charter schools.  They have styled their suit as a “Civil Rights” issue.  

They postulate that the ability to attend a charter school is a constitutional right. Michael 

B. Keating, a partner at Foley Hoag is one of the lawyers.  He is also Chairman of the 



Board of the Boston Foundation which supports charter school expansion.  The other two 

attorneys are William Lee of WilmerHale and Paul Ware of Goodwin Proctor.  They 

have named Governor Charles Baker, Secretary of Education James Peyser and the Board 

of Elementary and Secondary Education as defendants.  It is interesting to note that 

Governor Baker, Secretary Peyser and the new Chairperson of the DESE Board Paul 

Sagan are all ardent supporters of charter expansion and “cap lift.” 

While some charter schools may serve a purpose for improving the quality of public 

education in certain communities, they are hardly a panacea and have many documented 

shortcomings.  Please note the following partial list of charter school deficits: 

failure to serve proportionate number and a type of challenged school populations (Sped, 

ELL), high attrition rates, high turnover of teachers, low overall percentage of DESE 

licensed teachers, a significant drain on the financial resources of sending districts, 

underfunded state reimbursement formula funding to sending districts, mixed results 

despite claims to the contrary.  Several charters costing millions have been closed, non-

sustainable results beyond MCAS at the allegedly high performing charters when it 

comes to SAT performance and college completion rates, significant segregation issues, 

and no meaningful innovations for traditional public schools (State Auditors recent 

report). The lawsuit will take shape over the next few months.  This will be a major topic 

to be discussed and debated in the weeks to ahead. 

 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto commented that not all charter schools are bad.  They are a good 

alternative for some students.  Superintendent Belson agreed that they can serve an 

important purpose. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli to accept the report and place on file: 

  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Committee of the Whole March 9, 2015 

Mr. Falco asked that they waive the reading of the minutes and move approval. 

 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on New MIAA Policy for Massachusetts for High School Sports Officials 

Superintendent Belson reported that the Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic 

Association is the governing organization that oversees high school athletics. The MIAA 

promulgates and enforces rules for the conduct of interscholastic sports across the 

Commonwealth. The issue of criminal record checks for athletic officials was intensified 

last December when the Boston Globe published an extensive article on the subject.  The 

article identified several serious offenders who were allowed to referee school sporting 

events.  At least twenty states required criminal checks at the time of the article. The 



MIAA has now determined that all school sports officials must be cleared through a 

complete background/CORI check to be placed on an approved list.  Such checks must be 

performed at least every five years.  The process will begin for the 2015-2016 school year 

over a three-year period. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli to accept the report and place on file: 

  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry to go to Executive Session for the discussion of 

Negotiations and Legal Matters pertaining to discussion of upcoming collective 

bargaining with school system unions at 9:20 p.m. 

 

Yea:   7  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot. McGlynn 

 Nay: 0 

 Absent:  0   

 

The Committee returned from Executive Session at 10:05 p.m. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that meeting be adjourned at 10:06 p.m. 

        

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Robert E. Skerry Jr 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


