
 

Regular Meeting 

May 5, 2014 

School Committee Meeting 

Council Chambers 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Vice 

Chairperson Falco in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:10 p.m.  Those present were 

Ms. Cugno, Ms. DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Skerry, Ms. Van der Kloot and 

Superintendent Belson.  Mayor McGlynn was absent. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the minutes of April 7, 2014 be approved: 

Vote: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 

Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:   6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot     

 Nay: 0 

 Absent:  1 McGlynn 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the Payrolls be approved: 

Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot  

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 1 McGlynn 

 

Committee of the Whole Minutes – April 7, 2014 

Ms. DiBenedetto read the minutes.   

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice Chairperson John Falco Jr.  

Members present were Ann Marie Cugno, Erin DiBenedetto, George Scarpelli and 

Robert Emmett Skerry Jr.  (5 present and 2 absent).  Also in attendance were 

Superintendent Roy Belson, Deputy Superintendent Beverly Nelson, Assistant 

Superintendent Diane Caldwell, Director of Humanities Nicole Chiesa, Director of 

Mathematics/Science Carolyn Joy, Principals Jacob Edwards, Diane Guarino, Paul 

D’Alleva, Kathy Kay and Kevin Andrews.  Also MHS Crew Coaches Ed McCormack 

and Nick Wright. 

All rose to salute the Flag. 

Chairperson Falco stated that the purposes of the meeting were to consider the naming of 

two school libraries and to receive and discuss the ELA and mathematics pre budget 

reports. 



Mr. Falco then asked the Superintendent to begin the discussion. Superintendent Belson 

asked the Chairperson to invoke a suspension of the rules to hear a matter regarding the 

high school crew that came up unexpectedly. 

The committee agreed to hear the issue. 

The high school crew was invited to participate in a select competition in Connecticut on 

Sunday, May 4, 2014.  Forty students will be participating.  They will travel to 

Connecticut by coach bus for a 9:00 a.m. meet and return to Medford at approximately 

7:00 p.m. on the same day.  They will be under the supervision of the two coaches.  

Several parents are expected to drive down in their own vehicles. 

After discussion on requisite safety issues and expectations with the coaches the School 

Committee voted to approve the trip (5 yes –0 no –2 absent).  

The Committee then heard a presentation from Principals Diane Guarino and Jake 

Edwards on behalf of the faculty, students and staff to name the library at the John J. 

McGlynn School for Helen Lennox McGlynn.  On the motion of member Cugno 

seconded by member Skerry the school committee voted to endorse the naming (5 yes –0 

no –2 absent) and refer the matter to the regular meeting of May 5, 2014 for a formal 

vote. 

The Committee then heard Principal Paul D’Alleva present a request on behalf of the 

Andrews faculty, staff and students to name the Andrews Library after longtime teacher 

Pauline Walker. On the motion of member Skerry seconded by member Cugno the school 

committee voted to endorse the naming (5 yes –0 no –2 absent) and refer the matter to the 

regular meeting of May 5, 2014 for a formal vote. 

The Committee then heard the pre budget presentations on English Language Arts from 

director Nicole Chiesa. The report highlighted the major achievements and funding goals 

of the department.  The report was well received and the Director was thanked for her 

work this year.  Some additional points made in response to questions were books and 

materials are shared with the vocational school; vocational staff attend high school 

meetings of the department; new E-Readers are being piloted with good early success; 

the Journeys Literacy program has been well received; professional development in 

ongoing and attendance is good.  Some work is done online. The District Review Team 

was impressed with the curriculum in ELA. 

The School Committee then heard from Mathematics Director Carolyn Joy. 

This year the district has been selectively piloting two different mathematics series: 

Go Math and Envisions. Both of these series are aligned with the Common Core. Director 

Joy informed the committee that the department will be surveying teachers and parents 

on the two programs this month. Principals Kay and Andrews described their experience 

with the programs. The Superintendent made it clear that any new elementary program 

needed to be user friendly.  Fidelity of implementation was essential.  Also that he 

wanted to reduce the yearly cost of consumables. The cost of any new program must be 

reasonable and payable over a 2-3 year period. Director Joy also discussed the status of 

middle school and high school books and materials.  There is a need to do some updating 

of graphic calculators. She also asked that a dedicated computer lab be reserved for the 

department at the high school.  The Superintendent noted that this was possible. 

On the motion of Member Skerry seconded by Member Cugno the meeting was 

adjourned at 8:52 p.m. 

 



On the motion of approval by Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot to suspend the rules to take papers out of order: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

New Business: 

School Committee Resolution 

Be it resolved that the Medford School Committee recommends the naming of the 

Andrews School Library for Pauline Walker.   

Principal D’Alleva gave a brief biography on Pauline Walker and formally requested that 

the library be named in honor of Mrs. Walker. 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry, seconded by Ms. Cugno the Andrew School library be 

named for Pauline Walker. 

Yea:   6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot     

 Nay: 0 

 Absent:  1 McGlynn 

 

School Committee Resolution 

Be it resolved that the Medford School Committee recommends the naming of the 

McGlynn School Library for Helen McGlynn.  

Principal Diane Guarino represented the McGlynn School family.  Ms. Guarino read a 

brief biography about Helen Lennox McGlynn and formally requested that the McGlynn 

School library be named in honor of Mrs. McGlynn. 

On the motion of Ms. Cugno, seconded by Mr. Skerry that the McGlynn School library 

be named for Helen McGlynn. 

Yea:   6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot     

 Nay: 0 

 Absent:  1 McGlynn 

 

Report on Scholastic Art and Writing Awards 

Superintendent Belson asked Ms. Van der Kloot to assist with the presentations.  Ms. 

Van der Kloot introduced Director of Humanities Nicole Chiesa and teachers Jodie Liu 

and David Ambrose.  Ms. Chiesa said that she was very pleased to announce that seven 

Medford High School students have been recognized in the 2014 Boston Globe 

Scholastic Writing Awards for their outstanding written submissions.  Ms. Liu stated that   

the writing awards are an important opportunity for students to be recognized for their 

creative talents.  At the national level, applicants have the opportunity to earn 

scholarships and have their works published. Mr. Ambrose continued by stating that the 

silver and gold key recipients were honored in an awards ceremony in March at 

Northeastern University.  Works earning regional gold keys were forwarded to the 



national level of the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards contest in New York City. Ms. 

Van der Kloot presented the students with certificates from the school committee.  

Mr. Trotta continued with the art awards.  Mr. Trotta said that the scholastic art award is 

a national competition for students in both the middle and high schools.  It was sponsored 

by the Boston Globe and administered by the Museum of Fine Arts.  The competition 

seeks to recognize excellence in the visual arts.  This year over 13,000 individual pieces 

of art were submitted by students across Massachusetts.  Work is judged for its technical 

mastery and originality.  Of key importance is the inclusion of personal vision and the 

artist’s voice in the work of art.  He asked teachers Michele MacKenzie and Candace 

VanAken to assist him.  This year twelve students won a total of sixteen awards.  Mr. 

Falco presented the students with certificates from the school committee. 

 

On the motion by Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Community Participation 

Michelle Spitznagel, 37 Monument Street, requested exemption from kindergarten 

entrance age policy. Ms. Spitznagel stated that when her son Thomas had his fourth year 

check up her pediatrician encouraged her to register him for kindergarten.  She said that 

Thomas was born on October 5
th

.  He is mature, follows instruction, has a long attention 

span and is academically ready. When she went to register him she was told that the age 

requirement for kindergarten is five years old by August 31
st
.  She had no idea that this is 

the cut off date as she had researched the website and saw the Dec. 31
st
 date posted in the 

MASC policy guide.  Therefore she came to ask exemption to policy because it is too late 

to make alternate arrangements. 

Discussion: 

Superintendent Belson said that Ms. Spitznagel had contacted him with her concern 

regarding the policy book not being updated online.  The parent center has been updated.  

The school committee deliberated this issue for over a year.  They made the decision after 

long, hard review of the issue.  If we make an exception we open the floodgate.  

Therefore, I recommend that we do not change the policy.  Ms. Cugno said that she feels 

badly and understands.  The policy book is a work in progress.  She apologized for the 

committee.  She said that the information in the packets is correct.  This policy was 

changed two years ago and we need to stick with the policy.  Mr. Scarpelli said that they 

spent months battling this subject.  He said it is not only the academic readiness it is the 

social adjustment.  He feels that they must adhere to the date. Ms. DiBenedetto said that 

she can understand because her birthday is in October and she had to wait.  She said that 

there was much debate on the subject before she came.  She feels that the rule was set and 

they must abide by it.  Ms. Van der Kloot said that it is very painful for the committee, 

they would like to fulfill the wish but there is always going to be a cutoff date.  It may 

seem that the child is ready now for school but it catches up in middle school. Mr. Falco 

said that the school committee spent a lot of time and effort with parents, teachers and the 

community on this matter.  This is the policy and we have to stand by it. 

 



Report on Perkins Vocational Equipment Grant 

Superintendent Belson introduced Vocational Director Heidi Riccio.  Ms. Riccio reported 

that the Medford Vocational Technical High School was awarded $49,978 in Perkins 

federal funding to purchase updated equipment for the following programs: Metal 

Fabrication & HVAC $23,978.00; Automotive Technology $10,915.00; Electrical  $ 

8,995.00 and Graphic Communications $ 6,117.00. This competitive grant was awarded 

to twenty vocational schools across the Commonwealth with forty-four applications 

submitted.  MVTHS is excited to be able to purchase equipment that will better serve our 

students in their programs.  We would like to thank our advisory boards and program 

teachers for assisting in the application process as we begin to update all of our programs 

and incorporate new programs into the vocational school. 

Discussion: 

Ms. Cugno thanked Ms. Riccio and her staff.  She said it is nice to see the articles in the 

newspaper recognizing the accomplishments of the students.  She also said that it was 

nice to see the school represented at the Day on the Hill.  Ms. Van der Kloot asked if the 

amount of the award was the amount requested.  Ms. Riccio answered yes.  Ms. 

DiBenedetto asked if the shops that were awarded the funding are the ones in most need.  

Ms. Riccio said that originally culinary was selected by they didn’t qualify because theirs 

is a safety concern.  Ms. Riccio also announced that at the state competition for  

SkillaUSA  that Isaac Cardosa was chosen as a state officer and that Sukhkaran Saggi 

from Graphic Communications won a gold medal.  

 

On the motion by Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Pre-Budget Report – Guidance 

Superintendent Belson introduced Amelia Westmark, Director of Guidance to present the 

report.  Ms. Westmark began by saying that the guidance department seeks to provide 

services in prevention and education, as well as intervention and referral, for all students 

by working collaboratively with parents, teachers, administrators and the community.  

This is done in order to ensure an environment where students feel comfortable exploring 

their personal goals related to social/emotional development, academic success, and 

college and career awareness in order to gain the most from their education and life 

experiences.  She reported on the department’s highlights for the year and staffing needs 

and funding requests for next year. 

Discussion: 

Mr. Scarpelli asked if the guidance department is still doing the scheduling.  Ms. 

Westmark said that the guidance department along with data processing are scheduling 

but this year everything has been moved up a month so the summer won’t be as hectic 

Mr. Scarpelli questioned the request for additional computers.  Superintendent Belson 

replied that there are computers around that we can shift in.  Ms. Cugno asked about the 

SAT prep workshop.  Ms. Westmark said that Tufts is aware that students need SAT help 

and are running the workshops for the students.  Ms. Cugno asked if it was for anyone?  

Ms. Westmark said it is mainly for juniors and it is run as a crash course.  Ms. 



DiBenedetto asked if the department works with the students/staff at the Curtis/Tufts?  

Ms. Westmark said that staff work as liaisons with Curtis/Tufts.   

 

On the motion by Mr. Scarpelli the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Pre-Budget Report – Social Studies 

Superintendent Belson introduced Director of Humanities Nicole Chiesa to present the 

report.  Ms. Chiesa stated that the social studies department is committed to providing all 

students with the academic and problem-solving skills essential for personal 

development, responsible citizenship and life-long learning.  This support includes 

supervision and evaluation of twenty-six middle and high school teachers, revision of 

curriculum, review of program and instructional effectiveness.  The social studies 

department also ensures that students are appropriately placed in courses through 

communication and outreach with parents, students, and staff.  The budget for social 

studies supports an instructional program that is aligned with the Massachusetts History 

and Social Science Curriculum Framework.  The social studies department provides 

teachers with resources necessary to implement the district’s social studies curriculum 

resulting in a program that supports students as they work to achieve competency.  Ms. 

Chiesa reported on the department’s highlights for the year and staffing needs and 

funding requests for next year. 

Discussion: 

Mr. Skerry as a point of information said that the Curtis/Tufts teachers are in need of 

resources for their classes perhaps it is possible to give them some of the new books.  Ms. 

DiBenedetto questioned the line item for field trips? Ms. Chiesa answered that 

specifically it applies to the Royall House trip, Law Day and Model UN. 

 

On the motion by Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Recommendation to Reject Medford Public Schools Participation in School Choice 

Program 

Superintendent Belson stated that under current school law, a school district is assumed 

to be accepting school choice students for SY 2014-2015, unless the School Committee 

votes to the contrary.   Consequently, I must report an official vote of the Medford School 

Committee to the Department of Education in June 2014.  Otherwise, the Medford 

School Committee will be obligated to participate in the School Choice Program for the 

upcoming school year.  The School Choice program I am referring to is the external 

version, not the intradistrict program of choice. 

 



After careful consideration, it is my recommendation that the Medford School Committee 

vote not to participate in the School Choice Program for SY 2014-2015.  This has been 

our position since the beginning of the program. 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry, seconded by Mr. Scarpelli to reject the participation of the 

Medford Public Schools in school choice for the school year 2014-2015: 

Roll Call:  

Yea:   6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot     

 Nay: 0 

 Absent:  1 McGlynn 

 

Recommendation to Approve School Committee Calendar 2014-2015 

On the motion by Mr. Skerry the calendar for 2014-2015 was approved:  

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

MASC Day on the Hill Report 

MASC President Cugno presented the report.  Ms. Cugno said that MASC held its annual 

Day on the Hill at the State House on Tuesday, April 29, 2014. The program included an 

opening program designed to set the stage for a day of active advocacy and face to face 

lobbying with Representatives and Senators.  As President, I addressed the audience with 

a summary of the themes for the day that included the importance of face to face contact 

with lawmakers and using effective resources to support advocacy.  She also explained 

that this day was designed to allow more time before and after lunch to meet with 

legislators and to sit with colleagues to go over issues of mutual interest.  She continued 

with a brief overview of the day’s events and thanked all for their participation. 

 

On the motion by Mr. Scarpelli the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

School Committee Resolution 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its congratulations to Dr. 

Bernadette Ricciardelli, Director of Curriculum and her family on the birth of their new 

daughter. 

 

School Committee Resolution 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its thanks to Tree Warden 

Aggie Truden, the four arborist companies and the masonry company that contributed to 

the success of the Arbor Day cleanup at Medford High School. 

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto to go into Executive Session at 9:17 p.m. for 

Negotiations and Legal Matters pertaining to paraprofessionals contract, cafeteria 

contract and secretarial grievance: 

Yea: 6 Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot  



 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 1 McGlynn 

 

The Committee returned from Executive Session at 9:52 p.m. 

 

The Committee voted on the following items: 

 

 Approval of the Cafeteria Workers Contract 

Yea: 6 Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot  

 Nay: 0 

Absent: 1 McGlynn 

  

 Approval of the Paraprofessionals Contract 

Yea: 6 Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot  

 Nay: 0 

Absent: 1 McGlynn 

 

On the motion of that meeting adjourn at 9:55 p.m. 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

       

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Robert E. Skerry Jr 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


