
 

Regular Meeting 

October 20, 2014 

School Committee Meeting 

Council Chambers 

 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 

McGlynn in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:07 p.m.  Those present were Ms. 

Cugno, Ms. DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Skerry, Ms. Van der Kloot, Mayor McGlynn 

and Superintendent Belson. Mr. Scarpelli was absent. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the minutes of September 22, 2014 be approved: 

Vote: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 

Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:   6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 

 Nay: 0 

 Absent:  1 Scarpelli     

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the Payrolls be approved: 

Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 6 Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn  

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 1 Scarpelli   

 

On the motion of Mr. Falco to move suspension of the rules to make presentations: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Superintendent Belson presented Mr. Fred Laskey, former Medford School Committee 

member and current MWRA Executive Director. He explained that Mr. Laskey was 

recognized by “A Better City” with their 2014 Norman B. Leventhal Excellence in City 

Building Award for the Environment.  Mr. Laskey thanked everyone for their dedication 

and support.   

Mayor McGlynn introduced McGlynn Elementary Teacher Anthony Petrelis who 

received the 2014 Milkin Foundation Award.  Ms. Caldwell gave an overview of how the 

recipient is chosen.  Principal Guarino also congratulated Mr. Petrelis on behalf of the 



McGlynn School family and all of Medford.  Mr. Petrelis thanked everyone and said he is 

humbled by the recognition. 

Mr. Scarpelli arrived at 7:25 p.m. 

 

Report on Committee of the Whole September 29, 2014 

Vice Chairperson Falco read the minutes of the meeting.  

The Medford School Committee of the Whole was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Superintendent’s Conference Room at Medford High School by Vice Chairperson John 

Falco Jr. All rose to Salute the Flag. The following members were present: Ann Marie 

Cugno, Erin DiBenedetto, John Falco Jr, George Scarpelli, Robert E. Skerry Jr. and 

Paulette Van der Kloot (present, 1 absent)  Also present: Superintendent Roy Belson, 

Deputy Superintendent Beverly Nelson, Assistant Superintendent Diane Caldwell, 

Director of Humanities Nicole Chiesa, Director of Mathematics and Science Carolyn Joy, 

Coordinator of Science Rocco Cieri, Director of Pupil Services Kathleen Medaglio, 

Coordinator of ELL Leslie Trotta and all principals.Chairperson Falco stated the purpose 

of the meeting was to discuss the 2014 MCAS results. 

Superintendent Belson provided an overview of the MCAS program and indicated that 

the ranking methodology needed deeper interpretation.  Students on the “cusp” must be 

factored into our understanding because it provides us with an analysis of proximity to 

proficiency.  We also need to look at the specific areas of achievement and non-

achievement to determine what deserves greater instructional emphasis. 

Director of Humanities Nicole Chiesa reviewed her detailed report on ELA performance.  

Director of Mathematics Carolyn John reviewed her detailed report on mathematics 

performance  

Coordinator of Science Rocco Cieri reviewed his detailed report on science performance 

Director of Curriculum Bernadette Ricciardelli discussed the performance of subgroups 

and provided comparisons. She provided the following information: 

 The percentage of students scoring in the combined Advanced and Proficient 

performance levels in ELA at Medford High School is the same percentage at the 

following schools: Andover High School, Natick High School, Needham High 

School, North Reading High School, and Newburyport High School; and is higher 

than the following schools: North Andover High School, Saugus High School, 

Swampscott High School, Watertown High School, Wakefield High School. 

 The percentage of students scoring in the combined Advanced and Proficient 

performance levels in mathematics at MHS is higher than the percentage students 

scoring in the combined Advanced and Proficient levels at Rockport High School, 

Saugus High School, Reading High School, Malden High School and Ipswich 

High School. 

 The percentage of students at MHS and MVTHS scoring in the combined 

Advanced and Proficient performance levels is higher than the percentage of 

students scoring in the combined Advanced and Proficient levels at Melrose High 

School, Andover High School, Bedford High School and Winchester High 

School. 



 The percentage of grade 5 students scoring Advanced in science at the Brooks 

School is higher than students scoring Advanced at the Horace Mann School in 

Melrose, the Penn Brook Elementary School in Georgetown, and the Proctor 

Elementary School in Topsfield. 

 The percentage of grade 5 students scoring in the combined Advanced and 

Proficient performance levels in science at the Brooks School is higher than 

students scoring a combined Advanced and Proficient score at the Joshua Eaton 

School in Reading, Mystic Valley Charter School in Malden, and the Atkinson 

Elementary School in North Andover. 

Deputy Superintendent Beverly Nelson discussed Medford’s accountability status and 

drew comparisons between the State and Medford performances. Medford High School 

and Medford Vocational are Level I schools and our elementary and middle schools are 

Level 2 schools.  The overall rating is Level 2.  This year school systems such as 

Winchester, Brookline, Bedford and Andover are also Level 2.  For an urban rim district 

Level 2 is a very solid rating. The State average ratings using the CPI index are below 

Medford in most subgroups.  We are eight points higher than the State for the aggregate 

of high needs students. 

Assistant Superintendent Diane Caldwell discussed the elementary school results.  This is 

the first year for using our new literacy series Journey and we are introducing a new math 

series (EnVision) during SY 2014-15.  It takes time for these new initiatives to produce 

results. ELL Coordinator Leslie Trotta reviewed ELL MCAS performance.  Medford 

outperformed the State by three points overall.  Medford also did well on the AMAO 

report. Key discussion points: 

 We need to ensure a full implementation of our new ELA and math programs to 

increase performance.  Interventions should address the data analysis on a school 

and subgroup specific basis. 

 “Cusp” analysis is an important way to zero in on specific issues to see if one or 

two more answers would produce higher proficiency. 

 Our growth scores were in the high average range.  This is an important indicator 

as a measure of improvement. 

 Cohort tracking is another key way to view progress.  Medford scores get stronger 

as we move up the grades. 

 More work needs to be done on open response questions grades 3-8. 

 Greater emphasis on the use of data is essential.  All teachers must be data 

informed.  We will be providing guidance on this issue.  We must set-up formal 

data teams. 

The Administration will continue to review results and work with the faculty to promote 

improvement. Additional reports will be forthcoming as we progress throughout the year. 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot, seconded by Ms. Cugno, the meeting was 

adjourned at 9:57 p.m. 

 

On the motion of approval by Mr. Scarpelli the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 



 

Report on “Row it Forward” and Recommendation to Accept $10,000 Gift 

Assistant Superintendent Diane Caldwell reported that the Brooks Elementary School 

families participated in a “Row it Forward” event at Assembly Square Mall.  During a 

defined period of time, patrons shopped at the mall and submitted their receipts.  The 

organization that shopped the most won prizes.  The first prize was $20,000.  The Brooks 

School won second prize which was $10,000.  The money will be used for in school and 

after school extra curricular activities. Principal Kevin Andrews thanked all that 

participated. 

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot, seconded by Ms. DiBenedetto to accept the 

$10,000: 

Yea: 7 Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn  

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 0   

 

Recommendation to Approve High School Service Learning Trip to Ecuador 

Superintendent Belson introduced Amelia Jensen and Tori Glaser to present an overview 

of the trip.  Ms. Glaser explained that initially forty-five students were interested in this 

opportunity but as of today twenty-five students have signed up for the trip.  She said that 

students participating in the program have full parental permission. All students have to 

take full comprehensive and inclusive insurance coverage. All students must follow CDC 

vaccination protocols. Students will be in two villages in the Amazon Basin.  They will 

stay at a highly supervised lodge. The cost per student is $2800.  This is an all-inclusive 

cost. The teacher chaperones are Tori Glasser, Joan Bowen, Eric Esner and Debra 

Stadfeld.  The program will provide a Tour Director, Field Director and Jungle Guide. 

The materials provided by the company describe the itinerary of the nine-day program 

and related matters. 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto asked how long EF has been conducting these tours?  Diana Ryan   

from EF replied that EF has been in existence for over fifty years but they have been 

doing service-learning tours for seven to eight years.  Ms. DiBenedetto asked what type 

of service would the students be doing?  Ms. Ryan answered that at this time they do not 

know what will be scheduled for our students but it could be planting gardens or building 

hand sanitizer stations.  Ms. DiBenedetto stated that if this is going to become an annual 

trip she would like to see a way to fundraise to help students who do not have the 

financial means to go.  Ms. DiBenedetto asked how many chaperones will attend?   Ms. 

Ryan answered the ratio is six students to one chaperone.  All EF tour guides are certified 

in CPR and first aid.  Mr. Falco asked if these guides are CORI checked?  Ms. Ryan        

replied that all have background checks done.  Mr. Falco asked what vaccines are 

needed?  Ms. Ryan said that they follow the CDC guidelines/recommendations.  Ms. Van 

der Kloot commented that the trip seems expensive and asked if the teachers pay? Ms. 

Ryan answered that for each six students one chaperone attends without cost.  Ms. Cugno 

said that she is concerned with the insurance.  Ms. Ryan said that mandatory insurance is 

included in the students cost.  Ms. Cugno asked what happens if a student does not 

behave. Ms. Ryan answered that the student is referred to one of the teachers and if they 



have to leave it is the parents’ responsibility for the cost to return home.  Mr. Scarpelli 

commented that his nephew who attends St. John’s Prep recently attended a service-

learning trip and he has gained so much knowledge from the experience.  He also said 

that colleges are recruiting him for this reason. 

 

On the motion of approval by Ms. DiBenedetto to approve the service learning trip to 

Ecuador: 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

School Committee Resolution 

 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its congratulations to 

Attorney Howard Greenspan on the healthy arrival of his first grandson, Mason.  

 

 

School Committee Resolution 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 

family of Pasquale Giordano.  Mr. Giordano was the father of ELL teacher Loretta Tusa. 

 

A moment of silence was held. 

 

 

Financial Report – October 20, 2014 

Director of Finance Pat Velie presented the report.  Ms. Velie stated that as we end the 

first quarter of FY 2015 the budget is 26.42% expended.  Some of the highlights include 

contract cleaning which is per agreement.  Under discussion is additional deep cleaning 

in the MVTHS and services for pool maintenance.  We are waiting for the final invoices 

to arrive from the Woburn Hilton to finalize the cost of the NEASC visit.  Transportation 

routes are settling into a pattern.  We will be meeting with Easter Bus to remove unused 

bus stops as we prepare for winter driving.  In buildings and grounds several repairs were 

done to the compressor at the McGlynn, playground equipment at the Roberts as well as 

preparation for the NEASC visit which were unanticipated.  While we are handling these 

costs within our overall budget we must keep a close eye on this as the year progresses. 

Overall the Sped budget is doing well and is within our projection for the year.  It is still 

early but we believe that our resources will be sufficient.  Technology upgrades are 

continuing as planned.  We have augmented iPads, Androids, and computers to ensure 

that all planned labs and new personnel are adequately equipped.  We are carefully 

tracking all revolving accounts for athletics, community schools and the new pool 

facility.  We are on track for the first quarter.  We will closely monitor the budget and 

report updates in November. 

 

Discussion: 

Mr. Falco questioned the contract cleaning and if more is being negotiated?  Ms. Velie 

said that we will amend the contract to include the extra areas but not if it is not cost 



efficient.  Mr. Falco asked about the timeframe?  Ms. Velie said they would know in the 

next thirty days. Mr. Falco asked if there are any areas of concern. Ms. Velie said not at 

this time.  Mr. Scarpelli asked about the telephone issue because he has received many 

calls and emails.  Superintendent Belson replied that it is a very old system and repairs 

require someone with specialized knowledge. In time we will be looking at replacing the 

system.  Ms. Cugno asked if the school system is linked with the city system.  

Superintendent Belson answered that they are all tied together at this time. Ms. 

DiBenedetto commented that she wants to make sure that bus stops are not eliminated 

now that will be needed once the colder winter months arrive.  Ms. Velie said that all 

stops are being closely monitored.   

 

On the motion of approval by Ms. Van der Kloot the report was accepted and placed on 

file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on Area Health Concerns 

Superintendent Belson asked Health Supervisor Toni Vento to present the information.  

Ms. Vento reported that the most prevalent virus is the Enterovirus D68 that is 

particularly harmful to children and the elderly.  The second is the global concern with 

the potential spread of EBOLA from West Africa. We have posted D.P.H. information on 

the school website on Enterovirus and our health staff are assessing any symptomatic 

students in their respective buildings.  To date there has only been one diagnosis of D68.  

We will continue to be vigilant. The EBOLA virus had been very limited in the U.S. so 

far.  No area patients have tested positive in hospitals at this time.  We will remain 

vigilant. A Medford based non-profit organization, Management Sciences for Health, that 

specializes in humanitarian medical efforts has sent a team to Liberia.  Only one member 

of their team is from the local Boston area.  They have informed us that the organization 

would follow CDC guidelines regarding re-entry.  There is no timetable for return at this 

time.  We are checking with the Medford Board of Health and the D.P.H. regarding the 

required conditions that will be mandated for their return 

 

On the motion of approval by Mr. Scarpelli the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

 Absent: 0 

 

Report on Professional Development Day November 4, 2014 

Deputy Superintendent Beverly Nelson presented the report.  Ms. Nelson reported that on 

Tuesday November 4
th

 the district will have its second full day of mandated professional 

development for teachers and paraprofessionals.  All activities will take place at Medford 

High School.  School will not be in session for students.  The day’s topic will focus 

around Social Emotional Learning which is a topic of high interest and concern.  There 

have been many recent forums and articles related to the impact of SEL on a student’s 

ability to learn.  This is not a new topic for many educators as building principals have 



been addressing the topic in a variety of ways through various programs as Second Step 

and Response to Intervention.  John D’Auria, a consultant with Teachers 21, is working 

with us on designing the activities for the day.  Dr. D’Auria is very well versed in this 

subject.  He will be giving two keynote addresses on November 4, one for elementary 

staff and a second for middle and high school teachers.   

 

Mayor McGlynn left at 8:40 p.m. 

 

Discussion: 

Ms. Van der Kloot asked what time Dr. D’Auria is speaking?  Ms. Nelson replied the 

secondary teachers address will be held from 9:00 – 10:15 and the elementary will follow 

after a short break.  She emphasized that all members are welcome to attend.  Ms. 

DiBenedetto commented that this is a great topic that all teachers need to be educated in 

this area.  Ms. Nelson said that it has been a team approach and school wide initiative.  A 

full report will be provided at the completion of the day. Ms. Cugno asked if it is possible 

to get a copy of the schedule for the day’s events?  Ms. Nelson said that she would email 

it to the committee when it is finalized. 

 

On the motion of approval by Ms. DiBenedetto the report was accepted and placed on 

file:  

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

 Absent: 1 

 

Report on Proposed Legislation to Classify the Synthetic Chemical Drug “NBOME” 

under MA Law (H4484) 

Superintendent Belson report at our annual beginning of school meeting with the District 

Attorney, Police/Fire Chiefs and Superintendents we review important matters regarding 

school and community safety.  One of the issues discussed is the emergence of a new 

lethal hallucinogen called “NBOME” and alternatively referred to as “N-bomb”, 

“Smiles”, “RC” or “25-1”.  This drug can take many forms and it is cheap to buy. 

There is emergency legislation pending at the State House to classify this drug as a Class 

B substance. Classification as Class B would allow police to seize the drug when found 

and to conduct appropriate investigations.  This drug has already been listed by the US 

Drug Enforcement Agency. We will be strongly advocating for passage of this bill at the 

State House. 

 

On the motion of approval by Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

 Absent: 1 

 

Report on Greater Boston League Developments 

Superintendent Belson stated that in recent years the number of schools in the Greater 

Boston League has declined.  Currently there are only four school systems in the league 

namely: Everett, Malden, Medford, and Somerville. The small number of school systems 



in our league make it difficult to schedule competitions.  Efforts have been made to join 

other leagues but to no avail. The good news is that new initiatives are yielding success.  

Former GBL schools in Quincy and North Quincy have formally voted to rejoin.  There 

is an upcoming meeting at the joint MASC/MASS conference to explore additional 

members.  The MIAA will be actively involved to assist with this process. Also the 

communities of Revere and Chelsea are exploring re-affiliating with the GBL. We will 

keep you posted. 

 

On the motion of approval by Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

 Absent: 1 

 

Selection of a Delegate and Alternate to MASC Conference 

Superintendent Belson stated that it is customary that the Medford School Committee 

select a Delegate and Alternate to the MASC in November.   

Robert E. Skerry Jr., seconded by Ms. DiBenedetto nominate Paulette Van der Kloot as 

the Delegate: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

Ms. Cugno will act as the Alternate if necessary. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry to go to Executive Session at 8:35 p.m. to discuss 

negotiations and legal matters pertaining to the petition from MTA to organize Kids 

Corner under MGL 150E and the discussion of unit collective bargaining for contract 

renewals. 

Yea: 6 Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot  

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 1  McGlynn 

 

The Committee returned from Executive Session at 9:00 p.m. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that meeting be adjourned at 9:02 p.m. 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

       Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Robert E. Skerry Jr 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


