
 

Regular Meeting 

October 28, 2013 

School Committee Meeting 

Council Chambers 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 

McGlynn in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:05 p.m.  Those present were Ms. 

Cugno, Ms. DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Scarpelli, Mr. Skerry, Ms. Van der Kloot, 

Mayor McGlynn and Superintendent Belson.   

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the minutes of October 7, 2013 be approved: 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 

Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:   7  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn     

 Nay: 0 

 Absent:  0 

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto that the Payrolls be approved: 

Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 7  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn      

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 0 

 

Committee of the Whole Meeting – October 10, 2013 

Chairperson for the meeting Paulette Van der Kloot reported that the Medford School 

Committee was called to order at 7:15 p.m. on Thursday October 10, 2013 by chairperson 

Paulette Van der Kloot in the Superintendent’s Conference Room at Medford High 

School. Members present: Ann Marie Cugno, Erin DiBenedetto, John Falco (arrived at 

8:00 p.m.), George Scarpelli, Robert E. Skerry Jr. (arrived at 7:30 p.m.) and Paulette Van 

der Kloot.  Also present were Superintendnet Roy E. Belson, Deputy Superintendent 

Beverly Nelson, Assistant Superintendent Diane Caldwell, all department heads and 

principals. (6 present 1 absent) 

All rose to salute the Flag. 

Superintendent Belson provided an overview of the 2013 testing results. 

Nicole Chiesa presented an in depth analysis of the MCAS English Language Arts 

results. Ms. Chiesa discussed the importance of the new reading/literacy program. 



Carolyn Joy presented an in depth analysis of the MCAS math and science results.  Ms. 

Joy showed that the various cohorts had year to year similarities.  She felt that a lot could 

be learned by looking at the longitudinal results of the specific cohorts.  There is a new 

pilot math program (Envision) at the elementary level that is promising.  It could replace 

Everyday Math if funding is available.  Bernadette Ricciardelli and Leslie Trotta 

presented information on the various subgroups and provided data on district 

comparisons.  Deputy Superintendent Beverly Nelson talked about testing variables that 

affect outcomes. Deputy Superintendent Nelson cited new curriculum frameworks 

(Common Core), teaching staff changes, instructional time variables, changing cohorts, 

different subgroups at schools. Assistant Superintendent Diane Caldwell provided a 

summary of elementary and middle school results.  Ms. Caldwell explained that 

administrators need to ask three questions as follows: how do principals review MCAS 

results with staff, how do we ensure all students are prepared to take MCAS, moving 

forward, how can we better prepare our students for MCAS? She talked about the use of 

the DESE Edwin Analytics for data.  Also about MCAS supports at different school 

including RTI and Study Island. While there are many important highlights to this year’s 

results especially at the 10
th

 grade level, there are concerns about our 3
rd

 and 4
th

 grade 

student results.  The Administration will be looking at additional ways to provide extra 

help at these grade levels.  It was recognized that different cohorts take the test each year 

at the various grade levels and that this can cause some variance.   

The School Committee felt that more is needed to be done to market and publicize 

Medford success.  We need strong public relations. 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry the meeting was adjourned (6-0-1) at 9:21 p.m. 

 

Special Meeting – October 10, 2013 

Chairperson Paulette Van der Kloot reported that the special meeting of the Medford 

School Committee was called to order at 9:25 p.m. on Thursday, October 10, 2013 in the 

Superintendent’s Conference Room at Medford High School. The following members 

were present: Ann Marie Cugno, Erin DiBenedetto, John Falco, George Scarpelli, Robert 

E. Skerry Jr. and Paulette Van der Kloot.  Also Superintendent Belson, Deputy 

Superintendent Nelson, Assistant Superintendent Caldwell and ELL Director L. Trotta. 

The purpose of the meeting was to review the English Language Learner Corrective 

Action Plan (CAP) response to the Coordinated Program review by the DESE. 

The Superintendent and the Administrative Team reviewed the CAP for the School 

Committee.  It was explained that the ELL CPR visit was made in 2011 and that several 

of the rules have changed.  Also the new RETELL requirement would alter the districts 

path toward full compliance.  There were eight topics/criteria that were rated by the state 

as partially implemented. 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto and seconded by Mr. Skerry, the School Committee 

voted 6-0-1 (absent) to endorse the CAP plan and submit the same to the DESE in 

response to the ELL CPR report. 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli seconded by Ms. Cugno, the meeting was adjourned at 

9:52 p.m. 

 

 



On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the rules be suspended in order to take papers out of 

order. 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

New Business 

School Committee Resolutions 

 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 

family of Grace Drinkwater.  Mrs. Drinkwater was the mother of Deputy Superintendent 

Beverly Nelson and the grandmother of Director of Humanities Nicole Chiesa. 

 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 

condolences to the family of  Marie Gosnell.  Mrs. Gosnell was a former social studies 

teacher at Medford High School. 

 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 

condolences to the family of John J. Hardy.  Mr. Hardy was a long time distinguished 

social studies teacher at Medford High School.  

 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 

condolences to the family of Charles Pagiarulo Sr.  Mr. Pagliarulo was an active citizen 

and former baseball player.  He was the father of Michael and Charles Jr., Lisa and 

Charneen. 

 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 

condolences to the family of Ben Averbook.  Mr. Averbook was an important community 

contributor and the Head of the Medford Savings Lives Program. 

 

A moment of silence was held. 

 

Report on Tufts University Partnership Agreement 

Superintendent Belson reported that on Tuesday, October 22, 2013 a new partnership 

agreement between Tufts University and the City of Medford was signed by Tufts 

President Anthony Monaco and Medford Mayor Michael J. McGlynn. This agreement is 

a five-year plan which includes both financial and programmatic components.  Tufts 

University will contribute $1.375 million to Medford with an initial payment of $500,000 

to cover the Mayor’s one time school system budgetary commitment for FY 2014.  An 

additional payment of $125,000 for the schools will be made in FY 2015 to complete the 

purchase of our new English Language Arts Literacy program. Additionally, Tufts will 

work with the schools to assist our students with college admissions in several significant 

ways. Also Tufts will make its playing fields available to the City of Medford whenever 

possible and as needed by the city. A wonderful ceremony was conducted at the Roberts 

Elementary School with our third grade students participating.  Their questions and 



knowledge were quite impressive as they engaged the President and Mayor. Tufts 

University and Medford have had a long and productive relationship.  This new 

agreement is a strong renewal of our partnership.  As we go forward we are now working 

on a collaboration involving our new science laboratories. 

Discussion: 

Ms. Cugno requested that a letter be sent to President Monaco thanking him.  Mr. 

Scarpelli thanked Mayor McGlynn for bringing these rewards to Medford.  Mayor 

McGlynn thanked President Monaco for his generosity to the schools.  Ms. DiBenedetto 

questioned whether the monies received were new monies or budgeted funds.  Mayor 

McGlynn replied that it was part of the one time funding money.  Ms. DiBenedetto 

encouraged all students to look into Tufts University and all it has to offer.  

 

On the motion the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Update Report on Construction Projects 

Superintendent Belson presented the report.  He reported that we have three major school 

construction projects in process at this time  This report is to provide you with an update 

on these initiatives. The science labs project is progressing well on schedule and on 

budget.  The de-construction process is virtually complete and the new construction is 

underway.  On Friday, October 18, 2013 the science faculty toured the area and were 

amazed at the transformation. On the third floor of “B” building the current work entails 

the re-framing of classroom and work spaces; and the installation of plumbing and 

electrical. At appropriate junctions we conduct air quality tests and the results are good. 

On November 4
th

 we will begin work on the second floor of B building.  This is a four 

month process that will be done in four quadrants each lasting approximately one month.  

Provisions are in place to transfer eight additional classrooms for quadrant one.  When 

the work is complete the students will move back and a second group will be transferred.  

When the project is complete, the rooms and offices on the second floor of B building 

will have new ceilings and lighting. The science faculty and other affected teachers are 

doing well in their respective transitional classrooms. Meetings with the architects and 

the general contractors are held frequently and our project managers detail all 

transactions. 

The MSBA has designated the following team to assist us with the Accelerated Repair 

Project at M.H.S. Owners Project Manager; Architectural Consulting Group LLC, Inc.; 

Architects Dietz and Company; Engineers RDK; Environmental Consultants Fuss and 

O’Neill. All have extensive experience in their respective fields and have been involved 

with significant school repair projects through MSBA. We have held two meeting and 

toured the facility with the team.  We expect to have schematics ready for the end of 

November.  It is a very tight timetable but we are working with experienced 

professionals. The target date for completion is August 2014. 

The pool deconstruction process began on Wednesday, October 23
rd

.  The project is 

under the supervision of Jack Buckley.  The Architect for the project is DRA and the 

General Contractor is Five Star Building Group. It is expected that the pool project will 



be completed by April 2014.  The locker room phase of the project is expected to be 

complete by December 2013. We are in the process of reviewing operational 

management plans for the pool when it is complete.  Information will be provided when 

we complete our analysis and projections. We will keep you informed as our projects 

move forward. 

 

On the motion the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on College Fair 

Superintedent Belson reported that the Medford High School College Fair was held on 

October 10, 2013.  Guidance Director Amelia Westmark and her staff did an outstanding 

job.  Medford has one of the best college fairs in Massachusetts.  It was a well attended 

event and comments from both college representatives and participants were very 

favorable. 

Discussion: 

Ms Cugno said that this is a great tradition held every year.  Ms. Van der Kloot said that 

she had the opportunity to speak to students from other schools and they said that it is the 

best college fair around.  She also thanked Judy Sousa for all her hard work.  Ms. 

DiBenedetto asked if there is another fair for the sped students.  Kathy Medaglio 

answered stating that there was an informational session the same night.  It was held in 

the library.  Another night is being planned for the spring. 

 

On the motion of Ms. Cugno the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on Family Literacy Month 

Assistant Superintendent Diane Caldwell presented the report.  She stated that Governor 

Deval Patrick has declared November Family Literacy Month.  It is an opportunity to 

support children of all ages in out of school learning, engage parents in supporting their 

children’s education, and engage in community partners in supporting and celebrating 

lifelong learning and family well-being.  She said that family literacy improves the skills 

and educational level of parents and their children, it also improves the parenting and life 

skills of adults.  Families learn to work together more effectively, and parents become 

more responsive to their children.  The learning environment in the home is enriched as 

enthusiasm for learning grows within the family unit.  Family members support each 

other, contributing to each person’s success and leading to family success.  The Title 1 

program will hold a “Family Literacy Night” on Tuesday, November 19
th

.   

 

 

 

 



Discussion: 

Ms. Cugno asked if we have any programs for the middle school or high school levels?  

Ms. Caldwell said that she is discussing this with Ms. Chiesa.  They are working on 

developing a program for the future. 

On the motion of Mr. Falco the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on Changes in GED Attainment 

The General Educational Development assessment (GED) is a battery of five tests that 

has been used in Massachusetts for many years to provide an alternative route for a 

credential in lieu of a high school diploma. The GED was first developed in 1942 by the 

American Council of Education (ACE) to provide a route for returning veterans who had 

not completed high school to establish their readiness for college or employment.  ACE is 

a national non-profit organization of college and university presidents. There are 

currently twenty-eight test centers in Massachusetts.  Students taking the test must be at 

least eighteen years of age if they have not previously earned a high school diploma.  

Students who have “dropped out” of high school may take the test at sixteen or 

seventeen. The GED tests students in the areas of language arts – writing skills, reading, 

social studies, science, and mathematics.  The last major revision to the GED test was in 

2002.  In 2012 there were 12,049 GED test administrations in Massachusetts.  This 

number includes all components of the test.  Sixty-four percent of English test takers 

passed while only forty-one percent of Spanish version test takers pasted. Fifty-two 

percent were male and forty-eight percent were female. In 2011, ACE and Pearson LLC 

joined together to review the GED and announced that the GED assessment would no 

longer be offered after December 2013.  A new assessment aligned to the Common Core 

state standards would be developed for January 2014.  It would be delivered primarily 

using a computer-based format/system. Massachusetts is currently evaluating proposals 

of potential test vendors.  It is anticipated that the state board will receive an update from 

the Commissioner this month.  The last test date under the current system will be 

December 14, 2013.  Naturally, there is considerable anxiety among those who are either 

responsible for administering or taking the test about the new instrument. While it is our 

goal to help students to earn a high school diploma by completing a full program, it is 

important to have an alternative route for those who have legitimate circumstantial 

reasons.  The revision to the GED is being developed to ensure that the standards for 

receiving an equivalency are rigorous and meaningful enough to provide college and/or 

career readiness. 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

 

 



Report on Professional Development Day November 5, 2013 

Assistant Superintendent Diane Caldwell presented the report.  She said that the Medford 

Public Schools will hold its second required professional development day on Tuesday, 

November 5, 2013.  There is no school for students that day.  All programs will take 

place at Medford High School.  All staff will participate in a workshop entitled Social 

and Emotional Learning. Heidi Riccio will present new OSHA requirements to all staff.  

Middle and high school science teachers, vocational staff and nurses are required to 

participate in a more in depth training that will take place during the day.  Staff will also 

participate in advanced iPad training and will learn how to use Apple TV’s.   

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that meeting adjourn at 7:45 p.m. 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

        

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Robert E. Skerry Jr 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


