
 

Regular Meeting 

October 5, 2015 

School Committee Meeting 

Council Chambers 

 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 

McGlynn in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:00 p.m.  Those present were Ms. 

Cugno, Ms. DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Skerry, Ms. Van der Kloot, Mayor McGlynn 

and Superintendent Belson. Mr. Scarpelli was absent 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the minutes of September 21, 2015 be approved: 

Vote: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 

Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:   6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 

 Nay: 0 

 Absent:  1 Scarpelli 

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the Payrolls be approved: 

Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 6 Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 1 Scarpelli 

 

Committee of the Whole Minutes – September 10, 2015 

 

On the motion of Mr. Falco to waive the reading of the minutes 

 the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Report on Reverse Science Fair with Tufts University 

Science Coordinator Rocco Cieri presented the report.  Mr. Cieri reported that this year a 

collaborative project between the science department at MHS and Tufts University.  Part 

one will take place October 7 and October 8.  This event is an opportunity for our 

students to interact with college students and faculty in the field of science.  The event is 

divided into two components. Part two culminates at our Annual Science and 



Engineering Fair in February.  This initiative promotes our commitment to furthering 

community partnerships as well as finding opportunities for our student to interact with 

institutions of higher learning.  Mr. Cieri introduced Professor Charles Sykes, 

Department of Chemistry, Karen O’Hagan, Chemistry Outreach and Staff Assistant and 

Brian Mernoff, a graduate of Tufts and current MHS science teacher.   

Discussion: 

Ms. Van der Kloot appreciates the time and commitment to the students.  Ms. 

DiBenedetto asked the Tufts representatives if they have toured the new science labs.  

They answered yes.  Ms. Cugno asked how many students would be involved in the 

project.  Mr. Cieri said that there would be seventeen graduate research students and 

twenty-four sections of Medford High science classes.  These classes will be mostly 

juniors and some freshmen. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry to take the papers out of order 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Deputy Superintendent Beverly Nelson stated that during the summer the committee was 

presented information on a proposal by teacher Taryn Ross for a trip to Washington D.C. 

supporting Amnesty USA – Violence Against Women. Ms. Ross distributed the itinerary 

for the trip.  

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto, seconded by Mr. Skerry the trip was approved 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Report on Medford Public Schools 2015 MCAS Growth Scores 

Deputy Superintendent Beverly Nelson presented the report.  She began by saying that 

this report is a follow-up to the September 28
th

 meeting.  Additional MCAS data analyses 

have yielded insightful information about Medford’s MCAS achievement and growth 

scores in relation to state and comparable district scores.  The purpose of the report is to 

provide an analysis of Medford’s cohort growth rate from 2014-2015 testing periods, 

information on Medford’s Student Growth Percentiles (SGP) and a comparison of scores 

and growth between Medford and other districts’ grade 10 students.  We have provided 

charts with data to provide you with detailed analyses of these trends. Ms. Nelson 

continued explaining the three charts.  Chart A included MCAS cohort analysis combined 

advanced and proficient level analysis 2014-2015.  Chart B included Medford’s growth 

and achievement by school and Chart C included comparable district growth report.  Ms. 

Ricciardelli and Ms. Caldwell joined Ms. Nelson to answer any questions. 



 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto commented that this is why the school committee invested monies in 

the new ELA and math programs.  Mr. Falco asked if there is a specific area in grade 7 

math that is problematic.  Ms. Nelson answered that sample questions are no longer 

available but they are awaiting the item analysis to see exactly where the problems are. 

Mr. Falco asked if there is a timeline for a new middle school math program.  Ms. Nelson 

replied that they want a program that is consistent with Envisions.  They don’t want to 

rush into any program.  Mr. Skerry questioned the grade 4 students achievement and 

asked how can we improve their scores.  He also asked if they are losing anything 

between grade 3 and 4.  Ms. Caldwell answered saying that math support will be 

increased at the elementary levels.  Perhaps there will be a need to add math coaches at 

budget time.  Ms. Caldwell also commented that the long composition is giving students 

problems.  The plan is to provide more work in this area using a “mock” MCAS.  Ms. 

Cugno asked what type of support is there to help students.  Ms. Ricciardelli said that 

they would be using academic support grant monies for grade 8 remediation.  Also 

individual schools are developing programs of support.  Ms. Van der Kloot asked what is 

going on with the grade 4 test.  Ms. Caldwell said that they are critically trying to figure 

this out.  They have noticed that the students are leaving many blank answers.  Ms. 

Cugno asked if there is a penalty is you go down one year.   Ms. Nelson answered no but 

you need many different data point to tell the whole story.  Ms. Van der Kloot said at the 

last meeting that the Medford School Committee had not made an expression of their 

stand to the DESE Board.  She composed the following resolution: 

Whereas: 

The Elementary and Secondary Education State Board is now considering whether 

MCAS or PARCC will be the assessment system for public education in Massachusetts 

and  

Whereas 

There is legitimate and substantial concern that the current amount of testing is excessive 

and that it seriously diminishes classroom learning time and 

Whereas 

It is clear that the current emphasis on testing does not enable all students to become 

engaged learners and achieve proficient performance and  

Whereas 

The current system of testing detracts from a balanced educational commitment to meet 

the comprehensive needs of all students and  

Whereas 

The current system of testing accountability devalues the contributions of teachers and 

schools in the pursuit of “whole child” development and the social emotional well being 

of students and 

Whereas  

A better balance of formative and summative assessments of student progress will yield 

comprehensive and constructive information to guide effective learning and development 

Be it resolved that  



The Medford School Committee urge the State Board of Elementary and Secondary 

Education to go beyond its comparative evaluation of MCAS and PARCC to develop a 

balanced assessment system that preserves student learning time and provides a more 

humanistic constructive understanding of child development and youth transition to 

adulthood. 

Further 

That this assessment value the multiple talents and abilities of learners and restore our 

commitment to a comprehensive curriculum. 

Further 

That this assessment be primarily used to inform teacher development and school 

improvement rather than to artificially rate students, teachers and schools. 

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto to let the item lie on the table so that they have time to 

review the resolution 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Also while under suspension: 

New Business 

School Committee Resolution  

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 

family of Daniel DiCarlo. Daniel was the son of  Director of Foreign Language Rita 

DiCarlo. 

School Committee Resolution  

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 

family of Charles Durney Sr. Mr. Durney was the father of Charlie Durney, retired 

Assistant Director of the vocational school. 

 

School Committee Resolution  

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 

family of Jack Garrity.  Mr. Garrity was a former outstanding athlete at Medford High 

School and Boston University.  He was also a former Medford High School coach.  

 

A moment of silence was held. 

 

Negotiations and Legal Matters – placed at the end of the calendar 

 

Report on Common Core 

Superintendent Belson presented the informational report.  He stated that the Common 

Core standards were adopted by the Massachusetts State Board of Elementary and 

Secondary Education in December 2010.  The Common Core standards only deal with 

English Language Arts and Mathematics.  Since that time Massachusetts school districts 

have updated their ELA and math curricula, conducted professional development, and 

focused classroom instruction on the Common Core standards.  Both the MCAS and 

PARCC are designed to assess progress towards meeting the Common Core standards in 



ELA and mathematics. It should be noted that each state was allowed to add 15% 

additional standards to the fundamental Common Core.  Also, standards are not 

curriculum. Standards are educational objectives and curriculum is relate to the actual 

lesson plans, assignments and resources that make learning the standards possible. 

Essentially you can teach the standards using different curriculums selected by each 

individual community.  For example Medford uses “Envision” for elementary 

mathematics and other communities may elect “Everyday Math.” Attached to this report 

you will find significant material that explains the “Common Core” in great detail.  Also 

there are position papers that support and criticize the Common Core.  Please read these 

items to deepen your understanding of the issues.  We will schedule a Committee of the 

Whole to provide a full opportunity for you to discuss the Common Core and to have 

your questions answered.   

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto to send this to a Committee of the Whole meeting 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Update Report on Great River Charter School Application Status 

Superintendent Belson reported that the Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education invited seven applicants to submit full proposals for SY 2016-2017.  

The Department declined to advance the Great River Community Charter School 

application.  As previously reported to you the “Great River” program intended to serve 

the communities of Medford, Arlington, Cambridge, Winchester, and Everett. 

The Joint Education Committee of the Massachusetts Legislature will be hearing 

testimony regarding charter school issues on October 13, 2015.  We will be testifying at 

that time opposing a “cap lift” and advocating for full funding of the charier school 

reimbursement formula entitlement. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Report on Federal Budget 

Superintendent Belson reported while it appears that a last minute move by Congress on 

Wednesday, September 30, 2015 has temporarily avoided a federal government 

shutdown, the ongoing partisan struggle in Washington continues to perpetuate funding 

uncertainty for school districts across the U.S. The majority of federal grant awards were 

funded under the federal fiscal year budget of 2015.  However October 1
st
 starts a new 

federal fiscal year and any gridlock in Congress could jeopardize new financial 

distributions for programs such as Title I, Title IIA, IDEA, Perkins, and Nutrition. 

The most recent conflict was triggered to a large degree by differences regarding the 

“Planned Parenthood” program. Currently we have sufficient funding from the FFY 2015 

distributions to move into the school year.  We will be monitoring congressional action 



and making alternative plans if needed to keep our programs in place. We will keep you 

informed.  

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Report on Senate Bill 350 

Superintendent Belson presented the report.  He stated that Senate Bill 350 was recently 

heard by the Joint Committee on Education.   The proposed bill if enacted would overturn 

a Massachusetts Supreme Court decision (Lexington v. Zagaeski) relating to teacher 

dismissal. The “Lexington” case affirms and strengthens the authority of the 

Superintendent to dismiss a teacher for misconduct. The SJC decision (see attached) 

restricts an arbitrator from substituting his/her judgment as to the appropriate 

consequence for misconduct.  Once the arbitrator determines that an educator has 

engaged in conduct unbecoming a teacher, the arbitrator has no authority to overturn the 

consequence assigned by the Superintendent.  In addition, a teacher’s classroom 

performance even if otherwise positive cannot be used to mitigate the misconduct. 

In 2014 the SJC wrote “the teacher dismissal statue does not grant…(an) arbitrator the 

discretion to adjust discipline” meted out by the Superintendent if the factual basis for the 

discipline is proved. If S350 passes it will re-write MGL c71 sec42 in such a way that 

even if the facts of the case are proved, an arbitrator can substitute his or her judgment for 

that of the Superintendent as to what discipline is appropriate. It is important that a school 

system have the ability to make decisions in the best interests of the students and their 

families.  Ceding that authority to a third party compromises that capacity and follow up 

court proceedings can be very costly.  Medford has had a few such cases in the past. 

S350 has not been reported out of committee at this time but the progress of this bill 

deserves our scrutiny.  

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Selection of a Delegate and Alternate to MASC Conference 

Superintendent Belson stated that it is customary that the Medford School Committee 

select a Delegate and Alternate to the MASC in November.   

 

Robert E. Skerry Jr., seconded by Ms. DiBenedetto nominate Paulette Van der Kloot as 

the Delegate: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 



Robert E. Skerry Jr., seconded by Ms. DiBenedetto nominate Ann Marie Cugno  as the 

Alternate: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

On the motion of Mr. Falco to go to Executive Session to discuss Negotiations and Legal 

Matters pertaining to the status of collective bargaining with all units at 8:20 p.m. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:   6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 

 Nay: 0 

 Absent:  1 Scarpelli 

 

The committee returned at 8:43 p.m. 

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that meeting be adjourned at 8:44 p.m. 

 

 

       Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Robert E. Skerry Jr 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


