
 

 

Andrews Middle School Parent & Student Handbook 2014-2015 
Excerpts, Amendments, Summaries 

 

The following include excerpts from, amendments to, and summaries of the text in the Andrews Middle School Parent 

& Student Handbook 2014-2015. Please sign and return the sign-off sheet on page 45 of the handbook. 

 

“The rules in this handbook pertain not only to students' behavior during the school day, on the way to school, and on 

the way home from school,  but also to behavior at any school-sponsored event, home or away, at any hour of the day 

or night throughout the twelve months of the year. Unless otherwise stated, these rules apply to the entire Andrews 

complex and school grounds, including one thousand feet of school property, to all of the property of the Medford 

Public Schools, to bus stops, to travel on busses, and to facilities and grounds where school events are held.” 

 

“Students that sell, possess, or carry a weapon or weapons may be expelled. The term weapon includes, but is not 

limited to, knives, firearms, paint/pellet/BB guns, clubs, a realistic facsimile of a weapon, any item that is used as a 

weapon, any razorblade, and any device that includes a blade.” 

 

The term possession not only means holding an item, having it on one’s person, or storing it, for example, in one’s 

bag, locker or automobile; it can also mean being willingly and knowingly in the presence of the item. 

 

“Also, students may be expelled or suspended for other serious violations such as arson, assault, battery, possession or 

use of explosives (including fireworks), possessing or selling/distributing drugs or alcohol, intending to sell/distribute 

drugs or alcohol, extortion, blackmail, coercion, larceny, theft, vandalism, possession of stolen property, and 

intimidation of a student and school personnel.” 

 

A violation of the Drug and Alcohol Policy may result in suspension or expulsion, as stated above. Other penalties 

include social probation, which prohibits attendance or participation in all school-sponsored activities and events, 

including but not limited to dances, rehearsals, performances, after school practices and events. 

  

“Hats, hoods, and any other form of head-cover (including head bands) are not allowed to be worn by both girls and 

boys during the school day from 8:00 a.m. to 2:15 pm.” 

 

“IPods, mp3 players, cell phones, smart phones, headphones, hand-held video games, cameras, laser pointers and any 

other electronic device or equipment are not to be activated or used in any way in the building or on school grounds 

during the school day. These items must be locked in the student’s locker from 8::00am – 2:15pm. These items, when 

found in a student’s possession, whether they are in use or not, will be confiscated by teachers and administrators.” 

 

“Habitual School Offender” means if a student has been referred to the office five times during one term, the fifth 

referral will result in a one day suspension as a consequence. 

 

“In addition to existing attendance requirements, students must pass both English and Mathematics at each grade 

level in order to be promoted to the next grade level. Students who fail Mathematics or English with a grade of “E” 

(50-59%) must make up the subject in summer school and achieve a passing grade of C- or better if they wish to be 

promoted to the next grade level. There will be an appeals process for students who do not pass the summer school 

program. Students earning a final grade of “F” (0-49%) in Mathematics or English are not eligible to attend summer 

school and will not be promoted to the next grade. (The Principal will consider appeals based on extenuating 

circumstances.)” 

 

“Absence is defined as attendance for fewer than four hours of a regular school day and fewer than three hours of an 

early release day. To attend or participate in after-school or evening activities or events, students must be in attendance 

on the day of the event (present at school for at least four (4) hours of a regular school day and no fewer than three 

hours of an early release day.)” 

 

"Any student repeatedly absent for a period exceeding five (5) consecutive school days is subject to a review by the 

principal, the district attendance officer, the district courts, and DCF (Department of Children and Families). Parents 

and guardians should keep the school informed if the student will be out for an extended period of time to minimize 

the involvement of outside agencies. Any student who is absent fifteen (15) unexcused absence days per school year, 

regardless of the grade achieved in one or more subject areas, will receive no credit for those subject areas, resulting in 

grade retention.” 

  



 

 

Students who have been suspended, have had repeated discipline referrals, have not returned progress reports or report 

cards, or who are not keeping up with academics will not be permitted to attend school dances or extracurricular 

activities. *Please check p. 11 for important information regarding 8
th

 grade end of the year activities. 

 

“No penalties are attached to the student’s first five tardies of the year. No notes are necessary for these five tardies, 

unless they are to be excused by a doctor or physician. The first five tardies should cover family crises and students’ 

personal illness that keeps them up all-night and unable to arrive at school on time. For the sixth and each subsequent 

tardy to school, the student will serve a detention the day of the tardy or 24 hours after the day of the tardy, depending 

upon the student’s transportation needs and  the permission  of the parent/guardian. Students who are tardy to school 

fifteen days total will serve additional detentions or consequences, such as lunch detention, Saturday detention, or 

exclusion from extracurricular activities and social events (dances). Students who are tardy more than twenty times 

during the school year may be excluded from the end of the year activities (8
th

 grade dance, Canobie Lake field trip, 

etc.)” 

 

Bullying is a serious social problem found in many occupations and walks of life.  In the school environment, it can be 

found amongst both pupils and staff.  The role of the principal is to ensure as fair as is responsibly practical, that there 

are structures, procedures and capacity to prevent bullying.  Ultimately, it is the responsibility of the whole school 

community to eradicate bullying by ensuring the development of a caring and supportive attitude and climate. 
 

The principal is responsible for promoting good behavior and discipline in his/her school. The principal 

must ensure that any unacceptable behavior is not tolerated.  Violations must be punished, consistent 

with the discipline policy found in the school handbook and the overall policy of the public schools. 

 

School health and guidance classes at all levels should address this issue and inform students how they 

can report incidents of bullying to appropriate personnel. The principal should provide parent information  

on this topic so that the parents will have a procedure to follow should they believe a situation is occurring 

that affects their child. 

 

Student ID’s are to be visible at all times during the school day. 

 

“Due to student and family privacy concerns, as well as in consideration of the emotional well-being of our students, 

there is absolutely no picture-taking at the Andrews Middle School. This includes the time travelling to and from 

school, during the school day, and during any activities or events sponsored by the Andrews Middle School outside of 

the school day. In some instances, students have taken pictures of others and posted them on social media sites, 

causing devastating heartache and social isolation for the victim with the ensuing nasty comments. Students who take 

pictures will be subject to the consequences regarding Electronic Devices and will not be allowed to attend extra-

curricular or social activities.” 

 

“The use of vulgar, profane, and/or obscene language or body language is not appropriate in school. This includes 

jokes and innuendos, subtle or obvious, verbal or written. Any reference to male or female body parts, private parts, or 

sexual activity is unacceptable in a school setting and will subject the offender to teacher sessions, detentions, 

parent/guardian conference or suspension.” 

 

“Students who incite a major incident or riot (or whose behavior has the potential for causing a major incident or riot) 

may receive a Level II consequence. Some examples of behaviors may include: throwing food in the café or otherwise 

initiating a food fight, taunting or encouraging other students to fight, spreading gossip verbally, on paper, or 

electronically, or using racial, religious, ethnic, sexual, homophobic, or any other type of slurs.” 

  

Certain clothing and fashion styles are not appropriate in a public school setting. It is the school’s responsibility to 

ensure the health and safety of the students, to teach good habits of dress and appearance that will guide the student in 

the workplace, and to provide a proper atmosphere conducive to learning. Please familiarize yourself with the dress 

code guidelines on p. 15 and p. 40. 

 

“Students involved in fighting in the building or on school grounds will be subject to suspension from school for a 

minimum of three days. Students involved in a fight outside of school (a fight that was initiated by an event that began 

in school) will also be subject to a three-day suspension. Students who go to pre-arranged locations to observe a 

fight are just as much a part of the problem as the students fighting and will be disciplined accordingly.” 

 

  

  


