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For preventing the abhorrent violence caused by young gangs over 

unnecessary rivalry and instilling a more productive medium for expressing 

feelings and expelling rage in today’s youth. 
 

 In the middle of the night a young boy, perhaps only thirteen or fourteen years old, walks 

slowly down an empty street. The eerie glow of dim streetlights gives the warm summer night an 

unexplainable sense of anticipation. Out of nowhere a group of boys has suddenly surrounded 

the lone wanderer and the peaceful evening is shattered by the sound of yelling and punches 

being thrown. Then all of a sudden a shot rings out and everything stops for a moment. A gun 

falls from the young boy’s shaking hands, clattering on the pavement as one of the other boys 

has fallen as well. He looks up for a split second, revealing the innocent youth that had always 

been hidden there before crumpling to the sidewalk, blood pouring from a new found hole in his 

chest. It isn’t just a pretend fighting game played by mischievous boys at the playground at 

recess. The fallen player won’t be able to just get up like nothing has happened when everyone is 

called inside for lunch. This deplorable gang rivalry and frequent violence is a serious problem in 

many areas across the country and can often lead to murder in some cases. To fix this 

melancholy affair, there is really only one legitimate solution to be considered. 

 The boys must be encouraged to break out in song. Spontaneous musical venting, as 

pioneers in the field like to refer to it as, can solve even the most impossible problems. 

Especially in the shaping of young minds music can act as almost as a miracle drug that cure any 

fallibility. If you’re having a bad day you can let loose a few notes and all your troubles will be 

instantly washed away. Or let’s say there is a hungry homeless man on the side of the road. If 



you don’t have any money to offer for alms, giving him the joy of a musical number will take 

away all of his hunger pains. Throw in some creative and clever dance moves and you’ll have a 

full blown production of positivity that will never fail. Michael Greene, the CEO at the 42
nd
 

annual Grammy Awards even said, “Music is a magical gift we must nourish and cultivate in our 

children… and let’s not forget that the arts are a compelling solution to teen violence!” If gangs 

used musical battles to put aside their differences rather than physical fighting, gang violence 

and the resulting fatalities that sometimes occur would be wiped away. 

 To spell it out even clearer, here are six very specific reasons why gangs should try to 

learn a little something from the Sharks and the Jets. Firstly, it is important to recognize music 

and dancing as a means of expression as well as mental stimulation. By venting the feelings that 

may be locked up and fuming inside, the serene release of music removes much of the negative 

energy building within someone so that they can continue on without that heavy burden on their 

shoulders. Singing out your innermost thoughts while simultaneously sashaying and snapping 

your fingers in a rhythmic motion, often in a very public and open place, can really relieve 

anxiety and stress. Whether it’s singing about love, friendship, anger, the hard-knock life of 

being an orphan, or even just about what you had for lunch that day, nothing is unacceptable in 

the world of superfluous musical numbers. 

 The second reason why music is the ultimate solution for gang violence is simply that 

music makes people happier. It is hard to sing an upbeat song without a smile coming to your 

face. Even the most stoic of characters have some songs that just cause joy to inevitably well up 

inside them without any explanation at all. A catchy enough tune can make pretty much anyone 

get lost in bobbing their head and swaying to the beat. If people were happier more of the time 



then maybe there would not be as much of a compelling call for violence. All you’ve got to do is 

put on a happy face, and sing about the process just for good measure. 

 The third reason is that the creation of music forms a strong and very special bond 

between the participating members that transcends all other conflict. Helping one another with 

that difficult key change and struggling step by step through the most challenging sections of 

unplanned yet seemingly flawless choreography can really bring a group of people together in a 

united front like no other. Soon enough they will be going together like such nonsense as rama 

lama lama ka dinga da dinga dong (whatever that means). With a bond like that, it takes away 

much of the desire to fight. Instead you can spend time doing other more innocent bonding 

activities to keep everyone positive and comfortable with each other. 

 The fourth reason branches off on a compilation of the others. Even if it does nothing 

else, all of the singing and dancing will at least distract from the violence. Even singing about 

dismal topics such as the future death of poor Jud is preferable to actually committing such a 

senseless act as murder. When you sing and dance, there really isn’t time to focus on anything 

else. By the end of the number the original agitation may even be forgotten and both gangs can 

simply move on. 

 The fifth reason that musical spontaneity is the answer to stopping gang violence is that it 

can also work to satisfy the competitive nature between opposing gangs. Rather than resorting to 

violence to compete and determine which gang is superior, they can show off their stuff in a 

musical battle and say, “See? Anything you can do, I can do better!” By creating something 

productive in the process, the feeling of accomplishment will be present on both sides, win or 

lose, and will certainly last longer as well. This will take off a bit of that competitive edge and 

stall any reason for rivalry. 



 The sixth and final reason that this proposition will work is that it could even end up 

being a profitable work. If the musical numbers they create are salable concepts then the two 

gangs could make it big in their very own stage show. Once they are huge stars they won’t have 

any reason to fight any more and will actually become dependent on each other. Every member 

of the cast is important when it comes to performing a show and since the two gangs will most 

likely be signed together as a package deal they will eventually come to rely on each other. 

Getting them off the streets and integrating the two groups together in one show will simply 

create a beat that you can’t stop just like you can’t stop a river as it rushes to the sea. It is an 

inevitable solution. 

 Some people may not fully agree with the legitimacy of these claims, although that seems 

foolish of them to ignore this brilliant truth of the raw power of music. They may immediately 

assume that singing and dancing will not change anything. To solve problems you need to take 

actual action. They might think that instead of allowing groups to form gangs in the first place 

should be cut off, like a chop to the head, to prevent the violence to come. And also, they say that 

not everyone can sing. That one kid that is always off-key might upset the balance and lead to an 

internal fight too. Just because there is an air of cheerfulness and camaraderie doesn’t mean 

that it will actually stop any violence. If anything ever goes wrong within the performance, the 

whole thing could just come crashing down around them. Of course the opposition also argues 

that there is no way to promote this kind of behavior for every gang across the country. If the 

idea never catches on then nothing will ever come close to being solved. Rather than the use of 

music in a situation as important as this, a more ‘practical’ solution must be put in place. The 

idea that music alone could actually solve problems is an unrealistic idealist dream that exists in 

the same realm as traveling beyond rainbows and being visited by a fairy godmother.   



 Despite what the opposition may argue, music is really the path to improvement. If life 

were more like a musical every day, with flashy routines and exciting numbers performed 

spontaneously everywhere you went, then maybe people would loosen up. By pointing the kids 

in gangs in another more positive direction rather than simply dispelling them so that they can 

eventually regroup, not only are you stopping the violence, you are also spreading a talent and 

passion that could have a very productive result. 

 

   


