
Principal’s Corner  

There are so many 

wonderful things 

taking place at the 

Columbus Elementary School.  Please 

check out the calendar to be sure you 

can participate in the February events. 

Also check out the website for recent 

photographs, especially those related to 

the Great Kindness Challenge during the 

week of 1/23-1/27. 

I am especially proud to share that this 

winter, a small group of Columbus 5th 

grade students have been hard at work 

forming the school’s very first club dedi-

cated to preventing bullying on our cam-

pus. The “Stomp Out Bullying Squad” 

was the idea of Henrique Faria, Austin 

Price and Kaleigh Laidlaw.  Henrique ex-

plains, “I wanted to start the club be-

cause I wanted to stand up for those 

being bullied and I didn’t want to be a 

silent bystander.” Austin agreed, “I saw 

a couple of kids being bullied. I wanted 

to stop it.” Kaleigh noticed similar things 

happening, “I didn’t think it was fair to 

watch other kids being bullied and hav-

ing a rough time.” 

The three brought the idea to Ms. Kay 

and with the help and guidance of Ms. 

Pierce, the group soon formally started 

meeting every other week at lunchtime.   

The club created a mission is to promote 

new friendships throughout the school as 

well as educate ALL Columbus students 

about ways to prevent bullying and cre-

ate a safe and welcoming environment. 

Word spread quickly throughout the 5th 

grade and many others showed interest-

ed in joining. The Stomp Out Bullying 

Squad now has 25 members! 

During meetings members discuss top-

ics surrounding bullying, play “get to 

know you” games, as well as strategize 

how to spread their anti-bullying mes-

sage to others at the Colum-

bus.  Henrique explains how he sees 

the club meetings, “I want to expand 

friendships throughout the school and do 

fun activities together!” 

The Squad’s next goal is to visit class-

rooms in the lower grades to share their 

mission. The students have also created 

“Bully Boxes” for each of the 5th grade 

classrooms.  The box is a way to promote 

the reporting of bullying to teachers in a 

safe manner. 

To read more about the club’s values visit 

the school library to check out the poster 

and mission statement. As the year goes 

on be on the lookout for the Stomp Out 

Bullying Squad - they may be visitors in 

your child’s classroom sometime soon! 

~Kathleen Kay, Ms. Pierce, and the 

Stomp Out Bullying Squad 

Assistant Principal’s Corner    

In January third grade students 

received a dictionary from the 

Medford Rotary club.  Every 

week these students are given word chal-

lenges to look up and use in a sentence.  

This activity is voluntary with rewards of 

Columbus coupons and a richer vocabu-

lary.  

Winter break is right around the corner.  

Vacation is a great time to reboot your 

families’ energy and have some fun! Have 

you seen the calendar for the Medford 

Public Library?  Your child can create a 

craft in their Art Smart workshops, build a 

robot in the Robotics classes or read with 

Elmo, the library‘s German Shepard.  Go 

to the Medford library website and check 

out their programs. Have a restful vaca-

tion.                ~Nancy Sherman-Hudson 

 
IMPORTANT  TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

* TELEPHONE : 781.393.2177 

* FAX :  781.393.2187   

* NURSE : 781.393.2175  

* ABSENCE LINE: 781.393.3503 
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February 1  Early Release, 1:30 Dismissal                                                            

   Spanish Story Night - Come listen to a story read in Spanish,   

   5:30pm-6:30pm, Columbus Library. 

February 2  Groundhog Day                                                                                       

       ACCESS-WIDA Assessments end today for English Language   

   Learners  

February 8  Early Release, 1:30 Dismissal 

February 10  Author Visit for Kindergarten* 

February 13  Royall House - Belinda Performance  for Grade 5* 

February 14  Valentine’s Day 

February 15  Early Release, 1:30 Dismissal                                                           

   School Council Meeting, 6:30pm, Columbus Conference Room 

February 17  Box Tops  Classroom Collection ENDS today                                                                 

   PTO Fund Raiser - Square One Art kicks off today.  Please    

   check your child’s backpack for information * 

February 20-24 Winter Recess - NO SCHOOL 

February 27  School Resumes 

February 28  PTO Meeting, 7:00pm, Columbus Library.  MCAS 2.0 will be discussed 

* The PTO has organized and funded these events!  Thank you Columbus PTO and all who        

support their many WONDERFUL efforts for our school!  

 

 



Ordinary Mary’s Extraordinary Deed.  Written by Emily Pearson, Illustrated 

by Fumi Kosaka.  Ages 4-8 

Can one child's good deed change the world? 

It can when she’s Ordinary Mary―an ordinary girl from an ordinary 

school, on her way to her ordinary house―who stumbles upon ordinary 

blueberries. When she decides to pick them for her neighbor, Mrs. Bishop, 

she starts a chain reaction that multiplies around the world. Mrs. Bishop 

makes blueberry muffins and gives them to her paperboy and four oth-

ers―one of whom is Mr. Stevens, who then helps five different people with 

their luggage―one of whom is Maria, who then helps five people―including a man named Joseph 

who didn’t have enough money for his groceries―and so on, until the deed comes back to Mary. 

It’s a feel-good story that inspires and celebrates a world full of ordinary deeds! ~ Amazon.com 
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BOOK                         REVIEWS              

The Candy Smash (The Lemonade War Series).  Written by Jacqueline Davies.  Ages 7-10. 

Jessie and Evan Treski have waged a lemonade war, sought justice in a class trial, and even un-

masked a bell thief. Now they are at opposite ends over the right to keep secrets. Evan believes some 

things (such as his poetry) are private. Jessie believes scandal makes good news. When anonymously 

sent candy hearts appear in Class 4-0, self-appointed ace reporter Jes-

sie determines to get the scoop on class crushes.  

As Valentine’s Day approaches, Evan is suffering through hearts-

and-flowers crafts in school while wrestling with his secret crush on 

a classmate and discovering that he loves reading and writing poet-

ry. Meanwhile, his precocious younger sister, Jessie (an aspiring jour-

nalist and also a classmate, having skipped a grade), prepares to re-

veal all in the latest edition of her newspaper. The simply written 

third-person narrative illuminates the characters’ thoughts, personal-

ities, and points of view. While an element of mystery winds through 

the story, readers will be more intrigued by the complications aris-

ing as fourth-graders deal with unfamiliar emotions. Another re-

warding chapter book from the Lemonade War series.    

~ Carolyn Phelan from Booklist 



NEXT GENERATION OF MCAS - MCAS 2.0 2017 

If your child is in grades 3, 4, or 5, they are mandated by the state of Massachusetts to participate in the 

MCAS 2.0 assessments.  ALL parents are welcome to learn a little bit about what these assessments ex-
pect and how YOU can help support at home.  This information will be shared at the PTO Meeting on 

Tuesday, February 28th at 7:00pm in the Columbus Library. 
 

You can also learn more about this next generation of tests and the types of questions your child might 

be presented by visiting the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education website at: 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/nextgen/default.html.  Explore the links on the left hand side of the 

page, especially the one titled Next-Gen Resources and MCAS.  To practice appropriately posted grade 
level questions with your child click on the followings links - MCAS, then TEST QUESTIONS, then MCAS 

QUESTION SEARCH.  When you type in the grade and subject, you will find your specific grade level 
questions.  Please note that teachers practice with these in class as well. 

 

Each teacher in grades 3-5, district-wide, will give our students MOCK MCAS 2.0 assessments in their 
classrooms.  This experience will only take one or two learning blocks during ELA or MATH to offer each 

child preview and practice of what to expect during the actual assessment sessions.    This is especially 
important for grade 4 who is required to take their assessments on a Computer Based version of the 

test.  (Please note that teachers ARE permitted to help the child with specific technology questions  dur-

ing testing.  During computer classes, Ms. Hodes will also be working with the students to learn the me-
chanics of taking the assessment online.)  ALL tests are untimed, meaning your child can use the full day 

of school to complete each session, if needed.  Please attend to PTO Meeting to learn more and to ask 
questions. 

 
The MCAS 2.0 dates assigned to each grade level to note for your calendar are: 

 

ELA:  Monday, April 3rd – Grade 5 ELA                                                                                                                     

  Tuesday, April 4th – CBT Grade 4 ELA *                                                                                                      

  Wednesday, April 5th – Grade 5 ELA                                                                                                            

  Thursday, April 6th – CBT Grade 4 ELA *                                                                                                 

  Friday, April 7th - CBT Grade 4 ELA *                                                                                                           

  Tuesday, April 11th – Grade 5 ELA                                                                                                                 

  Tuesday, April 25th – Grade 3 ELA                                                                                                           

  Wednesday, April 26th – Grade 3 ELA                                                                                                           

  Thursday, April 27th – Grade 3 ELA 

MATH:  Monday, May 1st – Grade 5 MATH                                                                                                        

  Tuesday, May 2nd – Grade 5 MATH                                                                                                        

  Friday, May 5th – CBT Grade 4 MATH *                                                                                                    

  Tuesday, May 9th – CBT Grade 4 MATH *                                                                                                 

  Thursday, May 11th – Grade 3 MATH                                                                                                      

  Friday, May 12th – Grade 3 MATH 

Science, Engineering & Technology:  Thursday, May 18th – Grade 5 SCIENCE                                                            

      Friday, May 19th – Grade 5 SCIENCE 

Student attendance on these dates is VERY important.  Of course if your child is sick, we do not want you 

to send him/her to school.   Please be aware he/she will be required to take any session missed on 

make-up days.  If a child needs to miss the entire testing window, we are required to submit a doc-

tor’s note for the absence. 

* CBT stands for Computer Based Test, which ONLY grade 4 will take this year.  The DESE goal is to have 

ALL students take future assessments online.   


