
Principal’s Corner      

It’s hard to believe that 

March is here!  This 

school year has seen 

many positive events 

already, with the promise of much more to 

follow.   

The month of March is FILLED with read-

ing opportunities.  First, celebrate literacy 

with your child by reading, or re-reading, 

much loved stories by the famous author, 

Dr. Seuss. His birthday is commemorated 

each year on March 2nd.  Second, bring 

your child to the annual Tufts literacy car-

nival, Read by the River.  This year’s date 

is March 5th, from 12:00pm-3:00pm. 

Children have the opportunity to read, re-

ceive a book, meet professional ball play-

ers, and much more.  

Third, Learn2Earn, a PTO fundraiser, is 

back!  It takes place from February 27th 

until March 10th. Learn2Earn is an inter-

active Read-A-Thon.  First, children read 

whatever they're interested in and keep 

track of it on a secure and fun online read-

ing profile.  Invited friends can respond to 

online posts, kind of like an online “book 

talk.”  Parents reach out to family members 

and friends through email and/or Facebook 

messages requesting reading sponsors for 

their child. This is how the funds are 

raised.  Sponsors can donate online, with 

cash, or check and Whooo's Reading col-

lects all pledges for you.  The best part - 

your child increases their time reading and 

the Columbus PTO keeps 80% of the funds 

raised.  Consider joining this educational 

fundraiser and watch your child’s excite-

ment for reading grow. 

Our fourth reading event is our second 

yearly Book Fair. Porter Square Books will 

be at the Columbus from March 14th 

until the 20th and on Tuesday, March 

14th, families are invited to the evening 

book fair.   

Do you think we want our kids to read?  

The answer is a resounding - YES we do! 

VERY important dates in March: March 

2nd, from 6:00pm-8:00pm is the Andrews 

Open House for grade 5 students and 

March 16th, from 6:00pm-8:00pm is the 

Open House at the McGlynn. 

March 7th is for incoming Kindergarten 

families. Building Bridges to Kindergarten 

will be held in the Medford High School Li-

brary from 7:00pm-8:00pm.   Please spread 

the word! 

NO SCHOOL on March 13th due to a 

teachers’ professional development 

day. 

Enjoy the month, and please READ! 

 ~Kathleen Kay 

Assistant Principal’s 

Corner     

Wow, we are flying through this school year.  
Soon your child (Grades 1-5) will receive a 

report card informing you on how he/she is  
continuing to progress in school.   If you 

have any questions about your child’s pro-

gress please contact his/her classroom 
teacher.  We are also able to provide trans-

lators, but are only available by appoint-
ment.   Please let your child’s teacher know 

if you would like to arrange for a translator. 

Also during March the weather changes rap-

idly.  One day can be warm and calm and 
the next day cold and windy.   At recess 

students take their coats off and forget to 
put them back on.  Our Lost and Found 

grows by leaps and bounds at this time of 
year.  You can help by making sure all out-

erwear is labeled with your child’s name or 

initials 

Enjoy the longer days. 

~Nancy Sherman-Hudson 

 
IMPORTANT  TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

* TELEPHONE : 781.393.2177 

* FAX :  781.393.2187   

* NURSE : 781.393.2175  

* ABSENCE LINE: 781.393.3503 
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March 1 Read by the River lunchtime Introduction Assembly                                                                             

  Early Dismissal, 1:30pm 

March 2 Grade 5 Assembly – Hands on History                                                   

  Open House at the Andrews Middle School for Grade 5 students and families, 6:00pm-8:00pm             

March 3 Kindergarten – Rescheduled Author Visit  

March 5 Read by the River, Tufts University, 12:00pm-3:00pm 

March 7 Grade 1 – MOS – Animal Habitats                                                                                                     

Building Bridges to Kindergarten, MHS Library, 7:00pm 

March 8 Early Dismissal, 1:30pm 

March 9 PBIS Store 

March 10 Grade 2 – MOS – Dig Into Dinosaurs                                                           

Learn2Earn PTO Fundraiser ENDS today 

March 12 Daylight Savings ENDS 

March 13 NO SCHOOL for STUDENTS - Professional Development Day   

March 14-20 Porter Square Book Fair, 2nd Floor Computer Lab. Students attend as assigned  

March 14 Porter Square Book Fair Evening, 2nd Floor Computer Lab, 5:30pm-7:30pm 

March 15  Early Dismissal, 1:30pm                                                                                                                       

School Council Meeting, Conference Room, 6:30pm 

March 16 Open House at the McGlynn Middle School for Grade 5 students and families, 6:00pm-8:00pm                  

March 17 Grade 5 – Northeastern Field Trip                                                                                                              

Report Cards Distributed today, Grades 1-5 

March 20 Porter Square Book Fair ENDS today 

March 22 Early Dismissal, 1:30pm 

March 29 Early Dismissal, 1:30pm 

 



S is for Shamrock: An Ireland Alphabet, by Eve Bunting and illus-
trated by Matt Faulkner. Ages 5-10. 
Inspired by Irish legends, this A-B-C picture book features wonderful pen-
cil and watercolor illustrations.  Ireland, small in size (less than 400 by 
200 miles), holds a big place in world and human history.  Many from 
around the globe proudly lay claim to ancestral ties there.  S is for Sham-
rock: An Ireland Alphabet gives readers a guided A-Z tour of this island 
country whose influence extends far beyond its sea borders.  Each page 
offers a simple verse to share when reading aloud to younger children and 

a more in-depth description to share with older readers.  The text offers an appealing mixture of 
Irish history, legends and natural wonders, with topics ranging from fairy rings to Irish wolfhounds 
to the Book of Kells.  Modern Ireland is also visited, including a brief mention of the conflict in Ul-
ster and of the latest industry of computing.  Through the depth and variety of their subjects, Bunt-
ing and Faulkner irresistibly capture a hint of the Irish spirit.  Bunting describes the sending of 
shamrocks for St. Patrick's Day as "just a little bit of sentiment, a little bit of tradition, and a little bit 
of home," which is exactly the way this charming picture book feels as well, like a perfect blend of 
sentiment, tradition and home.  Famous landmarks such as the Blarney Stone and Finn McCool's 
Giant Causeway speak to the land and history that shaped Ireland and its inhabitants.  The prose 
and poetry of Eve Bunting, Irish native and children's book author, bring the magic and mystery, 
character and culture of the Emerald Isle to vivid life.  To find recipes, games, interactive maps and 
much more for this title visit www.discovertheworldbooks.com!  ~Reviewer - Laura Ruttig 
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BOOK                         REVIEWS              

Who Was Dr. Seuss? by Janet B. Pascal.  Ages 8-12. 
The major events of Theodor Seuss Geisel's life from his birth in 1904 
through his death in 1991 are presented in casual, conversational text.  
Ted's family loved word play.  His mother made up rhymes with pie flavors 
and his dad liked to dream up goofy, complicated inventions.  His father 
helped run a zoo and young Ted spent many hours there.  At home, he 
drew pictures of animals on his wall, but they were not realistic.  They had 
exaggerated features, such as ears that were nine feet long.  He met his 
wife while studying at Oxford and she encouraged his whimsical drawings.  
He began his artistic career creating advertisements and slogans for Flit, 
an insect repellant, but he found his true calling when his first picture 
book, And to Think That I Saw It on Mulberry Street was published in 
1937.  He went on to create forty children's books, including beginning 
readers with limited vocabulary that kids actually wanted to read.  His 
books were often open-ended encouraging readers to consider issues, such as wars, the environ-
ment, and prejudice.  Factual information is inserted on separate pages to clarify historical events 
mentioned in the text.  The numerous cartoonlike black and white drawings compliment the chatty 
text.  Part of the "Who Was ..." series, this title includes a table of contents, a timeline of Seuss's life, 
a timeline of the world (1904-1991), and a bibliography. A good introduction to biographies for 
young researchers.  ~Reviewer - Phyllis Kennemer, Ph.D. 

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22Eve%20Bunting%22?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=mode+matchall
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&text=Matt+Faulkner&search-alias=books&field-author=Matt+Faulkner&sort=relevancerank
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22Janet%20B.%20Pascal%22?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=mode+matchall


NEXT GENERATION OF MCAS - MCAS 2.0 2017 

Please do not forget the MCAS 2.0 assessment dates: 

 

ELA: Monday, April 3rd – Grade 5 ELA                                                                                                                     

 Tuesday, April 4th – CBT Grade 4 ELA *                                                                                                      

 Wednesday, April 5th – Grade 5 ELA                                                                                                            

 Thursday, April 6th – CBT Grade 4 ELA *                                                                                                 

 Friday, April 7th - CBT Grade 4 ELA *                                                                                                           

 Tuesday, April 11th – Grade 5 ELA                                                                                                                 

 Tuesday, April 25th – Grade 3 ELA                                                                                                           

 Wednesday, April 26th – Grade 3 ELA                                                                                                           

 Thursday, April 27th – Grade 3 ELA 

MATH:Monday, May 1st – Grade 5 MATH                                                                                                        

 Tuesday, May 2nd – Grade 5 MATH                                                                                                        

 Friday, May 5th – CBT Grade 4 MATH *                                                                                                    

 Tuesday, May 9th – CBT Grade 4 MATH *                                                                                                 

 Thursday, May 11th – Grade 3 MATH                                                                                                      

 Friday, May 12th – Grade 3 MATH 

Science, Engineering & Technology:                          

 Thursday, May 18th – Grade 5 SCIENCE                                                            

 Friday, May 19th – Grade 5 SCIENCE 

 CBT stands for Computer Based Test, which ON-

LY grade 4 will take this year.   

 Student attendance on these dates is VERY im-

portant.  Of course if your child is sick, we do not 

want you to send him/her to school.  Please be 

aware that he/she will be required to take any ses-

sion missed on make-up days. If your child needs to 

miss the entire testing window, we are required to 

submit a doctor’s note for this absence. 

 
 

  

True or false: Standardized tests are tough.  The answer depends on how prepared your child 

is.  Consider these four steps to help him/her handle the upcoming assessments. 

1. Explain that the tests will show how much he/she has learned in life thus far.  Encourage 
him/her to try his/her best, but don’t put so much emphasis on the tests that he/she feels 

stress. 

2. Practice the test format.  For example, your child will have to read paragraphs and then an-
swer questions. Using one of his/her textbooks, have him/her look at the questions at the 

end of the section first and then read the passage.  That will help him/her know what to 
read for and how to find the answer. Or try the practice questions located on the DESE web-

site: http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/nextgen/default.html.  Explore the links on the left 
hand side of the page, especially the one titled Next-Gen Resources and MCAS.  To practice 
appropriately posted grade level questions with your child click on the followings links - 

MCAS, then TEST QUESTIONS, then MCAS QUESTION SEARCH.  

3. Limit activities the night before assessments.  You may want to avoid having dinner guests, 
or let him/her skip attending a sibling’s sports event, etc. if it means being out late.  Be 

sure your child gets to bed on time and sets an alarm for the next morning. 

4. On assessment day, give him/her an energy-boosting breakfast and snack. Try to include 
both protein (eggs, yogurt, milk) and carbohydrates (fruit, oatmeal, toast).  And remind 

him/her to use their BBB—Big Beautiful Brain! 

Standardized Assessments 


