
Regular Meeting 
November 1, 2010 
Council Chambers 

 
 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 
McGlynn, in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:00 p.m.  Those present were Secretary 
Cugno, Mr. Falco, Ms. Guzik, Mr. O’Keefe, Mr. Scarpelli, Vice-Chairperson Van der 
Kloot and Superintendent Belson.   
 
On the motion of Mr. Falco, that the minutes of October 18, 2010 be approved:  
Mr. Falco motions to amend minutes to include the presentation of pictures regarding the 
graffiti at the elementary schools. 
Voted: Approval of Minutes.  
 
On the motion of Mr. O’Keefe that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 
Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 
Roll Call: 
 Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0  
 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the Payrolls be approved: 
Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 
Roll Call: 

Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0  
 
On the motion of Ms. Guzik to suspend the rules to make a presentation to the Girls 
Tennis Team and the Boys Lacrosse team. Mr. Scarpelli presented the certificates to the 
teams.  
 
Medford High School Student Council representatives, Robin Carpenter and Arianna 
Roche were introduced to the committee. 
 
Report on Professional Day Program November 2, 2010 
Diane Caldwell was asked to present the report.  Ms. Caldwell stated that the day will 
focus on the new bullying law.  The goal of the day is to complete the following: 
recommendations to the existing bullying and cyber-bullying policy, recommendations 
for a reporting mechanism and an outline of specific intervention procedures.  Assistant 
District Attorney Joseph Palazzo will present An Act Relative to Bullying, How this 
Legislation Impacts Our Schools.  
Discussion:  Elementary staff filled out an anonymous survey regarding their experience 
with bullying and committee members are interested in the results.  They are also curious 



as to how the middle school and high school staff would respond to the same survey.  
One member stated that it is not only the responsibility of the administration and teachers 
to be responsible for the students but that the parents should also be taking an active role. 
Members requested that they be informed when reports of bullying occur.   
On the motion of Ms. Guzik that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
Report on Veterans Day Program 
Superintendent Belson asked Ms. Ricciardelli to present the report.  Ms. Ricciardelli said 
that the Humanities Department will coordinate the 10th annual Veterans Day Program at 
Medford High School and Medford Vocational Technical High School.  It will be held on 
Monday, November 8, 2010.  It is being coordinated with the Director of Veterans 
Services, Earnest Lindsay.  There are approximately 30 veterans expected to participate 
in the event.  Veterans from several eras will visit 57 classes and give a brief overview of 
their experience in the war. 
Discussion:  The committee would like to recognize Earnest Lindsay volunteering to 
coordinate this effort.  They also recommended sending a letter of thanks to each of the 
veterans. 
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the report be accepted and placed on file: 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the School Committee send thank-you letters to 
all veterans participating in the event. 
 
Vote: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
Report on Family Network Program/Grant 
Superintendent Belson asked Shelly Gross and Marie Cassidy to present the report.  Ms. 
Gross told the committee of the inception of the Medford Family Network (MFN).  Marie 
Cassidy program director told of the goals and activities of the MFN.  She noted that 
programs are offered daytime, evenings and weekends throughout the city and are free of 
charge.  The Medford Family Resource Coalition Council is the governing body for the 
MFN.  Parents also participate on the MFN Advisory Board.   
Discussion:  Many thanks were given for the 16 successful years.  Many communities 
want a program like MFN.  Medford is so privileged to have this program.  Friends of 
MFN do much fundraising to supplement funding.  The Giggles Comedy Night will be 
held on November 11th.  The ice cream social is being planned for February. 
On the motion of Ms. Cugno that the report be accepted and placed on file: 
Vote: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 



 
 
Report on AfterSchool Programs 
Shelly Gross presented the report to the committee.  Ms. Gross stated that when the 
program began in the fall of 1999 it served approximately 20 children in one school.  At 
present there are 270 students in 4 schools with wait lists at three of the afterschool sites.  
The Brooks School is the largest.  The afterschool programs follow the school calendar.  
There are some scholarships for low-income families.   
Discussion:  Late fees force parents to pick-up by 6 p.m. The standards of the DESE are 
followed at the afterschool programs.  Children must  attend the afterschool program in 
the school that they attend.  Members suggested using this program as a model to expand 
the Community Schools program. 
On the motion of Mr. O’Keefe that the report be accepted and placed on file: 
Vote: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
Report on the Essential School Health Services Grant 
Eileen DiBattista presented the overview of the Essential School Health Services grant.  
Ms. DiBattista said that this is a very competitive grant and due to substantial cutbacks in 
the state budget there have been significant reductions in the grant.  She anticipates that 
Medford can expect a reduction of $15,000 - $20,000.  She stated that on average 95% of 
the students seen in the health office are able to stay in school after assessment or 
treatment by the nurse.  This high return assists Medford in meeting attendance 
requirements.  She also mentioned that the grant supports the new BMI screening 
required for grades 1,4,7 & 10. 
Discussion:  Literature on the BMI for parents will be sent home with the students results.  
The days of school nurses giving ice and Band-Aids is over. They are also required to be  
licensed by the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. 
On the motion of Mr. Falco that the report be accepted and placed on file: 
Vote: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
Report on the “Sports Wall” Fitness Program Activity and PEP Grant Update 
Eileen DiBattista was proud to report that the Sports Wall installation was complete.  It is 
installed in Cage 4. She passed around photos for the committee to view.  The equipment 
was paid with PEP grant monies.  She told the committee that the wall can be used as a 
group activity or an individual can work out on it also. The program works to get the 
body in motion by engaging and sustaining interest through computer game technology, 
activating core muscles, requiring attention and focus for success, developing cognitive 
decision making under pressure and delivering a cardiovascular workout in a game 
format. The center will be open to both students and staff. 



Discussion: School Committee was interested in seeing the facility perhaps during their 
tour of Medford High School.  One member suggested sending a letter to the youth 
organizations so that they would keep there members off the new equipment at the 
Andrews School mostly as a safety concern. 
On the motion of Ms. Cugno that the report be accepted and placed on file: 
Vote: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 
 

 School Committee Resolution  
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 
family of.  James King, father of Medford High School Math Teacher Miriam Marotta 
and her husband Ralph “Skip” Marotta former teacher, coach and assistant principal.  Mr. 
King was also the husband of the late Elizabeth King, former secretary at the Lincoln 
Kennedy School. 
 
School Committee Resolution 
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 
condolences to the family of  Roseann Sullivan, daughter of former Medford High School 
Adjustment Counselor Josephine Parella and her late husband Major C.D. Parella 
(USAF) who was killed in action in Vietnam. 
 
School Committee Resolution:  
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 
family of  Jason Sheehan, father of two Brooks School students Messina and Domenic, 
who tragically lost his life in an accident. 
 
School Committee Resolution:  
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 
family of  Cecilia Kelley, mother of Patricia Downey, school secretary and Francis “Bud” 
Kelley, former Athletic Director and teacher.   
 
School Committee Resolution:  
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 
family of Lillian Mahoney, mother of William Mahoney, Director of Medford Vocational 
Technical High School and mother in law of Denyce Chiesa-Mahoney, Administrative 
Assistant to the Superintendent. 
 
 
 
The following resolutions were submitted by Mr. O’Keefe: 

1. That the Medford School Administration discuss who approves communication 
messages for Channel 15 and that all communications relating to State Senator 
Patricia Jehlen post be addressed for the taxpayers of Medford. 



We posted a program announcement from Senator Jehlen regarding an     
unemployment forum. We post similar announcements from elected and appointed 
officials when the program is deemed to be of public interest.  The text of the 
message is as follows: 

    Unemployment Forum 

  Presented by State Senator Pat Jehlen 

  Monday, November 15 7-9 PM 

  West Medford Community Center 

  111 Arlington Street 

FREE informational forum to address issues faced by the unemployed, 

underemployed, and job hunters, especially for those over 50. 

More info or to RSVP: 

                       617-722-1578        patsconstituents@gmail.com  

The message was posted with the permission of the Superintendent.  
 
Much concern on what gets posted and what does not. Member O’Keefe motions 

to refer this item to the subcommittee on policy. 
Vote: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
2. The Medford School Administration discuss the recent media event with Bullying 

and why there was no communications to the Elected School Committee members 
to inform them in light of all the questions and concerns from parents and the 
community. 

There was a fight at Carr Park on a Friday evening.  The parent of one student 
contacted the media.  Amalia Barreda of Channel 5 interviewed the Superintendent 
outside the Andrews School after the school bus camera presentation.  The matter is 
before Juvenile Court in Cambridge and appropriate interim disciplinary action has 
taken place at the high school.  Further comment at this time is not consistent with 
appropriate legal practice. 
 
3. That a representative from the Curtis Tufts School or Medford School 

Administration explain the changes in school start times and final period for 
students attending this city program and why the school committee is not being 
informed of these material changes? 

The Curtis-Tufts School opens at 8:10 a.m. and closes at 2:15 p.m. on a regular day. 
This time frame is necessary to meet time and learning requirements.  This is not a 
formal change but rather a tightening of the schedule which was less consistent with 
our requirements.  Students had the flexibility to report by 8:30 a.m. and dismissal 
was at 2:00 p.m. Our goal is to ensure a full day for students at the Curtis-Tufts. 
 
Some members indicated that they attended the recent Open House at the Curtis Tufts 
and others had not been informed of the event.  The school day must adhere to the 
Time and Learning policy. 



 
 
 

 
4. That the new cameras for the school buses be presented and discussed and 

whether these new devices will be added to the Special Needs School buses for all 
Medford children. 

The “Smart Bus” camera program is a pilot.  If the legislature enacts a law that allows 
these cameras to be placed on all school buses then it may be possible to discuss its 
use on small vehicles as well. 
These cameras cost approximately $25,000 each.  This is only a pilot program; only 
one camera in the state and Medford has it.   

 
5. That the number of Special Needs School buses be reported which includes the 

number of buses, students, vendors, and aides and certification and training for 
bus drivers and aides be discussed?  

There are currently 37 small vehicles in use transporting sped students to various in 
city and out of district locations.  There are 88 students currently receiving 
transportation of this type.  There are 4 special aides now being employed to ride with 
students who require such assistance.  These aides are trained by the transportation 
company.  Additional training may be provided by the out of district program school.  
A listing of our small vehicle vendors with their training practices is provided.  
Sped buses cost can be negotiated.   

 
6. That a breakdown of retired teachers being paid from the various sources of 

revenue be identified by names, amount, title, and funding source. Please indicate 
where these positions were posted for prospective job applicants. 

The following retired teachers are employed by the Medford Public Schools this year: 

Category  Name   Projected Payout Source 

Remedial  Donna Bruno  $13,000  Title I  ARRA 
Remedial  Debbie LoConte $13,000    Title I  ARRA 
Remedial  Lorene Tirone  $13,000  Title I  ARRA 
Perm. Sub  Raoul BonBon  $14,000  Budget 
Remedial (MCAS) Maryellen Trane $20,000  Budget 

 All positions were posted online.             
 

7. That a discussion regarding an awareness, action, or communications campaign 
be incorporated to assist with the roll out of the city’s new trash program to our 
students and school employees. 

Administrators have already met with the Waste Management team and city officials 
regarding this program.  We are implementing the program in the schools.  Additional 
activities will be developed in the week ahead to encourage full participation. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot to go to Executive Session at 8:45 p.m. to discuss 
negotiations and legal matters:  
Roll Call: 
 Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0  
  
  
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
        Ann Marie Cugno 
        Secretary 


