
 

 

 

 

 

Committee of the Whole  

 

School Council Reports  

 

May 15, 2012 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice-Chairperson John Falco in the 

Superintendent’s Conference Room at Medford High School. 

 

 

Members present included  Vice Chairperson John Falco, Ann Marie Cugno, Erin 

DiBenedetto, George Scarpelli, Robert E. Skerry Jr., and Paulette Van der Kloot.   

 

Also present were Roy E. Belson, Superintendent, Beverly Nelson, Deputy 

Superintendent, Diane Caldwell, Assistant Superintendent, Principal Kirk Johnson, 

Principal Rebecca Sargent, Principal Michael Simon, Principal Joan Yaeger, Principal 

Paul D’Alleva, Principal Jacob Edwards.  Also in attendance were Kristen Turner, 

Candace Van Aken, Doreen Andrews, Anthony Petrelis, Kathie Hunt, Allison Caron, 

Sarah Cluggish, Diane Guarino and Joni Karon. 

 

All rose to salute the Flag. 

 

Vice-Chairperson John Falco stated that the purpose of the meeting was to review School 

Council Reports. 

 

The Superintendent explained that the School Committee must review these reports each 

year consistent with MGL Chapter 71 Section 59C. 

 

Further that the School Committee should refer all financial requests for FY 2013 to 

budget hearings. 

 

Each member was issued a blue binder containing all of the School Council Reports. 

 

Reports were presented by each Principal for all schools except the Curtis Tufts.  The 

Director of that program is on leave. 

 

The following is a summary of the key points from the presentation.  The format is by 

topic rather than by individual school since most topics were recurrent themes: 

1. Additional administrative staffing was a common request made at the 

elementary and high school levels.  General operational realities as well as the 



new evaluation system requirements were primary considerations.  The high 

school also talked about the accreditation.  While Principals would also like 

more secretarial support, Assistant Principal relief was a priority. 

 

2. While libraries were operating reasonable well in the buildings with reduced 

staffing, there was a sense that restoration of librarians would be important in 

the future. 

 

3. Facilities maintenances was a topic that was stressed. (see B&G report) 

 

4. Class size was generally good.  There was a hope that it could be maintained 

going forward. 

 

5. The effective use of homework was discussed.  The Committee will tackle 

this subject in the near future along with the use of recess as a punishment for 

not doing homework. 

 

6. The Principals felt that “bullying” was not a major problem in their respective 

schools.  While there are conflicts between students most do not rise to the 

level of bullying.  Our bullying plan is in place and working well when 

necessary. 

 

7. Supplies and materials need to be increased overall especially with new 

curricula emerging.  However most felt that they had been resourceful and 

that with the help of fundraising were able to provide more at their schools 

than the budget currently affords. 

 

8. All were looking forward to the new technology. 

 

9. The high school expressed a need for coverage at the main entrance and the 

upgrade of security cameras. 

 

10. The high school also voiced concern over transition including the need for 

scheduling assistance and summer counseling. 

 

11. Elementary schools spoke of many programs that are working well including 

the Lucy Calkins writing initiative. 

 

12. Various requests for additional teacher positions were made and each would 

be reviewed. 

 

The School Council reports provide a very good basis for all members to learn more 

about our schools.  All financial matters will be referred to budget. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry, seconded by Mr. Scarpelli that the meeting adjourn at 10:59 

p.m. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


