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The Medford School Committee of the Whole was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Superintendent’s Conference Room at Medford High School by Vicechairperson Paulette 

Van der Kloot.   Members present:  Ms. Cugno, Mr. Falco, Ms. Guzik, Mr. Scarpelli, and 

Ms. Van der Kloot.  Also, Superintendent Belson and MASC consultant James Hardy. 

 

All rose to salute the Flag. 

Roll Call: 5 present and 2 absent 

 

The purpose of the meeting was to continue the review of Medford Public Schools 

Policies sections K and L.  Section K is entitled “Community Relations” and section L is 

entitled “Education Agency Relations.” 

 

Ms. Cugno brought the “Bills” into the session and offered members an opportunity to 

inspect the same.  

 

The committee moved through the various policies on most matters with either no 

changes or minor wording changes in section K.  The following files were discussed in 

greater detail: 

 

1. File KDB – Public’s Right to Know.  Emphasis on Public Records Law and the 

availability of documents at the office of the Superintendent during regular 

business hours.  Mr. Hardy advised that this was the standard procedure in the 130 

districts where he is the MASC Field Representative. 

Mr. Hardy explained that changing a policy generally requires only a simple 

majority in most communities while suspending a policy usually requires a two-

thirds vote. 

2. File KDD – News Media Relations/News Releases.  Mr. Hardy explained that 

individual members only speak for themselves without a vote or clear consensus 

on a matter by a majority/quorum of the committee.  Each member has First 

Amendment Rights but such comments do not necessarily reflect the position of 

the committee. 

3. Files KF through Files KFBA on Community use of Facilities and Rental of 

School Facilities were “held” for future review. 



4. File KHB on “Advertising in the Schools” was held for future discussions. 

5. File KI “Visitors to the Schools” was held for future discussion. 

6. The Existing Memorandum of Agreement with Medford Police Department was 

endorsed. 

 

The committee moved onto Section L. 

 

The committee made no substantive changes to any policy in Section L. 

 

The committee endorsed the existing “Student Teaching and Internship” policy of the 

Medford Schools over the more general MASC version 

 

Mr. Hardy informed the committee that he could not attend the scheduled May 26, 2010 

session.  It was decided to cancel that session and reschedule a new date.  Concern was 

raised for the need to attend to budget as a priority.  Mr. Hardy informed the committee 

that a new CD on the previously reviewed sections would be forthcoming for review to 

supplement the one on sections A-F. 

 

Mr. Hardy left the meeting at 8:32 p.m. 

 

The committee discussed various ideas on the modification of “Social Probation” Policy 

at M.H.S. No formal consensus was reached at this time.  The Superintendent told the 

committee that he would monitor the number of students who might be denied access to 

“Graduation” under the existing policy. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Falco the committee voted to adjourn at 9:10 p.m. 5-0-2 absent. 

 

 

     Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

     Ann Marie Cugno 

     Secretary 


