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This evening began with a tour of the Roberts School which was conducted by Principal 

Kirk Johnson, Buildings and Grounds Director Rodger Windt, and Senior Custodian 

Amet Azizi.  The following members were present:  Vice Chairperson John Falco,  

Ann Marie Cugno, Erin DiBenedetto, George Scarpelli, and Paulette Van der Kloot. 

 

Overall the Roberts building was found to be in good condition.  There are needs for 

repairs to elements of the facility.  A specific report by Director Windt is attached to this 

summary. 

 

At 8:10 p.m. the formal meeting was called to order in the cafetorium by Vice 

Chairperson Falco.  Joining the committee at this time were Superintendent Roy Belson 

and Assistant Superintendent Diane Caldwell. 

 

The purpose of this portion of the meeting was to address two pending policy matters: 

• Entrance to Grade 1 Criteria 

• Homework and Recess Policy 

 

Please find attached two prepared policy papers that framed the committee’s discussion.  

Assistant Superintendent Caldwell presented each of the reports. 

 

The first matter was the Grade 1 entrance criteria. 

 

The committee thoroughly discussed the matter and concurred that the entrance age to 

grade one will be six years old by August 31
st
 each year.  There would be some flexibility 

for principals based upon student performance to either advance or retain students.  The 

policy will be brought to a formal vote at our second meeting in June 2012. 

 

The second matter was also discussed at great length.  The committee wanted to ensure 

that recess was not used as punishment for failure to do homework or for any other non-

safety reason.  It was recognized that these may be some last resort reasons for the denial 

of recess on a limited basis.  

 

The committee voted on the motion of Member Van der Kloot as follows: 

 

Teachers must keep an accurate record of each time recess is denied to a student.  

This information must be communicated to the principal and parent/guardian in a 

timely manner.  The loss of three recess periods by a student will result in a 

parent conference. 



Assistant Superintendent Caldwell will work on a report template to ensure 

standardization and consistency. 

 

On the suggestion of Member DiBenedetto the administration will look into the 

Worcester policy which emphasizes positive incentives.  Mr. Scarpelli discussed 

the possibility of developing a more structured recess program. 

 

The committee referred the formal adoption of this policy to our second meeting 

in June.  Information on the policy will be distributed to all schools and interested 

persons who originally raised the issue. 

 

On the motion of Ms. Cugno, seconded by Ms. Van der Kloot the meeting was 

adjourned at 9:35 p.m. 

 


