
 

Regular Meeting 

April 7, 2014 

School Committee Meeting 

Council Chambers 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 

McGlynn in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:01 p.m.  Those present were Ms. 

DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Scarpelli, Mr. Skerry, Mayor McGlynn and Superintendent 

Belson.  Ms. Van der Kloot and Ms. Cugno were absent. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the minutes of March 24, 2014 be approved: 

Vote: 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 

Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:      5  DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, McGlynn     

 Nay:   0 

 Absent:  2  Cugno, Van der Kloot  

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the Payrolls be approved: 

Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:  5  DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, McGlynn      

 Nay:  0 

 Absent: 2  Cugno, Van der Kloot 

 

On the motion of Mr. Falco to suspend the rules to take papers out of order: 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

Report on SkillsUSA 

Deputy Superintendent Beverly Nelson reported that in our attempt to further the district 

goal that all students be college and career ready we continually look for ways to 

strengthen, improve and increase programs and offerings for students.  This year there 

have been many initiatives at the Medford Vocational Technical High School to expand 

programs for students as well as further collaboration between MVTHS and MHS. Ms. 

Nelson introduced special guests from the New England Laborers Trust in Rhode Island, 

Mr. Michael Traficante and Ms. Faith Arabono.  She also introduced Heidi Riccio, 

Director of the Vocational School.  Ms. Riccio said that on February 26
th

 twenty students 

attended the SkillsUSA district competion.  There were no expectations of placing as 

most of the schools have been members for over twenty years. The number one focus was 

to give the students a memorable experience.  We are ecstatic to report that we exceeded 



our expectations.  Five students won gold/silver medals and are eligible to compete in 

state competition in April. Advisor Amy Vos was instrumental in ensuring students were 

prepared for competition and oversees all fundraising activities.  Ms. Riccio also 

requested permission for students to attend the State Leadership Conference May 1 – 3. 

Mr. Traficante was invited forward to speak.  He thanked all that helped get the program 

off the ground.  He stressed the importance of having the appreciation and support of  

elected officials.  The students were presented with awards for there accomplishments.  

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry to approve the attendance of the students at the State 

Leadership Conference on May 1
st
 to May 3

rd
 2014: 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 

family of Rita Scala.  Mrs. Scala was the mother of McGlynn School Assistant Principal 

Ron Scala. 

 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 

family of Ronald Haas.  Mr. Haas was the father of McGlynn School math teacher 

Patricia Haas. 

 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 

family of William Wray.  Mr. Wray was the father of Andrew Wray a music teacher at 

the McGlynn School. 

 

School Committee Resolution  

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 

family of Stella DiCarlo.  Mrs. DiCarlo was the mother in law of Rita DiCarlo, Director 

of Foreign Language. 

A moment of silence was held. 

 

Financial Report 

Ann Giombetti, Director of Finance & Administration presented the report.  She stated 

that at this time of the year we are looking toward year-end.  A cursory review of all 

salary lines will show you reasonable balances in all accounts.  Special education out of 

district tuition once again has slightly decreased.  We have a potential $240k in savings 

for unexpected needs.  Unemployment expenditures for this year will be $24k over 

budget.  Heating of buildings will utilize the entire heating budget of $550,000 with no 

savings for FY14. She said that she had better news regarding electricity this month.  The 

market rate we paid in December was reduced slightly when we received supply in 

January.  As of February 1
st
 electricity is under contract for six months.  Additionally, the 

monthly charges for energy efficiencies that were installed two years ago have ceased. 

Buildings and grounds repairs have been expensive this winter including repair of heat 

coils in air handlers at the high school, sprinkler and elevator repairs at the Roberts and 

the water heater at the Columbus.  Ms. Giombetti also spoke about the school lunch 

account and said she would update at the close of school. 



Discussion: 

Mr. Falco asked how the corrosion in the water line was found?  Ms. Giombetti answered 

that there was a problem on the 2
nd

 floor which led to further investigation.  Mr. Falco 

asked the cost of the repair.  Ms. Giombetti said that two estimates have been received to 

repair the entire line at a cost of approximately $90k or $15k to only repair the damaged 

section.  Mr. Falco asked Ms. Giombetti if she has any other concerns?  She answered 

she hopes this is the end of the repairs for this year.  Mr. Scarpelli questioned if 

electricity costs have increased due to construction?  Ms. Giombetti said that they could 

possibly get an account of the amount of usage.  Mr. Scarpelli said he would like to see a 

report. 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the report be accepted and placed on file: 

Vote: 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

Recommendation to Approve School Calendar School year 2014-2015 

Superintendent Belson stated that the draft of the recommended School Calendar for 

2014-2015 was attached.   

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the school year 2014-2015 calendar be approved: 

Vote: 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

Appointment of School Nurse 

Superintendent Belson stated that with the retirement of Eileen DiBattista and the 

subsequent elevation of Toni Vento to her position in charge of Health Services, we have 

a school nurse vacancy.  Attached is the resume of Patricia Cooney who has been 

selected by our administration review and is submitted to you for approval. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli to approve the appointment: 

Vote: 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

Report on Fingerprinting Law 

Superintendent Belson reported that the new “Fingerprinting” law system is now in place.  

This year we must require all new hires as of July 1, 2013 to participate.  Over the next 

few years all employees will have to participate in addition to CORI checks (every 3 yrs). 

You should note that as of this time the number and locations available are very limited 

and inconvenient.  DESE has told us that more locations will become available in the 

near future but we do not have specifics.  Fees for this process are the responsibility of 

the employees. He also said that a possible new site will be in Revere but it is not know 

for sure at this time. 

 



Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto asked if the current employees have been informed that this is coming? 

Superintendent Belson answered yes.  Ms. DiBenedetto asked if he has heard any 

negativity from the unions at this point?  Superintendent Belson answered that this will 

just be part of getting their license.  She asked if this is a one-time thing?  Superintendent 

Belson replied as far as we know.  Ms. DiBenedetto questioned the CORI and if they are 

updated on employees.  Superintendent Belson said that they are updated every three 

years.  Mr. Scarpelli asked if the fingerprinting encompasses community schools and 

summer help.  Superintendent Belson answered yes; it is very complex but volunteers are 

at our discretion.   

On the motion of Mr. Falco that the report be accepted and placed on file: 

Vote: 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

Pre Budget Report Fine Arts 

Deputy Superintendent Beverly Nelson reported that tonight continues the pre-budget 

presentations with foreign language and fine arts. She also reminded the committee of the 

presentation of the English language arts and mathematics pre-budgets scheduled for 

Tuesday, April 8
th

.  Ms. Nelson introduced Richard Trotta to present the pre-budget for 

fine arts.  Mr. Trotta began with the music department.  He said that musical programs 

are available to students in grades K-12 and include offerings in vocal, classroom, music 

appreciation and instrumental music.  At the elementary level, students are serviced by a 

music specialist in an introductory program of singing, musical history and music theory.  

In grades 4 and 5 students may also elect to receive instrumental training on wind or 

string instruments.  In middle school, instrumental students may continue their studies or 

sing in a school choral ensemble.  He also said that the marching band has grown 200% 

since 2011.  He announced that the McGlynn Ensemble won the gold at the MICCA 

concert this past weekend. 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto asked about the band competition held at Hormel and whether the band 

received any monies from the event?  Mr. Trotta answered that he was not sure of the 

amount but it was around $2000.  Ms. DiBenedetto asked Mr. Trotta to invite the 

McGlynn String Ensemble to an upcoming meeting.  Mr. Falco said the we need to 

inform the community about all the great things that are happening in our schools.  Mr. 

Skerry suggested putting the tape of the concert on Channel 15.   

Mr. Trotta continued with the art department. He stated that the art program presents 

opportunities for students to explore and develop talents in a variety of art forms.  At the 

elementary and middle school level, weekly classes are presented by an art specialist who 

introduces basic concepts and nurtures developing skills.  At the high school level, 

students have the opportunity to concentrate in specific art specialties and also broaden 

their command of media and technique.  Offerings include comprehensive art, pottery, 

sculpture, jewelry, and fabric design.  Students regularly participate in regional art 

festivals and local public exhibits.   Mr. Trotta was proud to report that many of our 

students won Boston Globe Scholastic Art Awards last year.   

 

 



Discussion: 

Mr. Falco asked about the MHS Chamber Ensemble.  Mr. Trotta said that it didn’t get off 

the ground because they didn’t have an advisor. 

 

Pre-Budget Foreign Language  

Rita DiCarlo, Director of Foreign Language presented the report.  She gave an overview 

of the importance of foreign language study in today’s world.  Ms. DiCarlo continued 

with an update of the current foreign language program including programs held at the 

elementary, middle and high school.  Among the year’s highlights were the success of the 

students who took the AP exam, a trip to Puerto Rico and the March Carnival Ball. She 

thanked Mayor McGlynn for the money needed to purchase new textbooks. Ms. DiCarlo 

would like two additional full time middle school teachers to restore the grade 8 

programs to five times per week.  Ms. DiCarlo also asked the committee to approve a trip 

to Spain during February vacation 2015 and a trip to France and Italy during April 

vacation 2015. 

 

Discussion: 

Mayor McGlynn asked for an update on the classes at the high school that were discussed 

during the budget session and if there has been any movement on scheduling?  

Superintendent Belson answered that they have held many meeting this year.  The pilot 

program is in place this year.  Ms. Nelson replied that as an offering to the vocational 

students foreign language must meet every day and therefore two additional teachers will 

be needed. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry to approve the trip to Spain in February 2015: 

Vote: 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry to approve the trip to France and Italy in April 2015: 

Vote: 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

Mayor McGlynn left at 8:10 p.m. 

 

Ms. DiBenedetto asked if the schedule change would keep students from being able to fit 

an AP class in their schedule?  Ms. Nelson said no that with the adjustment of the 

guidance classes it should be ok.  Ms. DiBenedetto said that with the out pouring of 

support for foreign language it must be a priority at budget.  Mr. Falco said that twenty-

one students took the AP exam; were more eligible?  Ms. DiCarlo said yes, many 

students find the test expensive. Mr. Falco asked if surrounding communities meet five 

times? Ms. DiCarlo replied that most have foreign language every day.  Mr. Skerry asked 

if a student wants to take the exam and financially cannot is there a way to help?  Ms. 

DiCarlo said that the College Board has financial aid for these students.   Ms. 

DiBenedetto asked Ms. Riccio if she feels that this is a possibility to offer foreign 



language to vocational students.  Ms. Riccio replied that they will implement it with the 

incoming grade nine students.  The students will have the option of foreign language or 

physical education/health.   

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the report be accepted and placed on file: 

Vote: 

Yes:     4 

No:       0 

Absent: 3 

 

Report on Vocational Out of District Initiative 

Superintendent Belson reported that the Medford Public Schools joined by the Public 

Schools of Boston, Cambridge, Somerville, Waltham and Watertown are pressing the 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to discontinue allowing 

ninth grade students to explore vocational programs at Minuteman.  This year we have 

systematically denied all such requests.  It is our contention that the ninth grade 

exploratory out of district option has never been approved as a regulation under Chapter 

74 by the Board.  The regulatory process requires hearings and a comment process.  We 

believe that the practice of recruiting ninth graders from our schools is not only 

financially expensive but denies our students the legitimate opportunities available for 

exploration through their home district.  Furthermore, we are developing several new 

state of the art vocational offerings that deserve support and investment.  The financial 

drain to Minuteman is deleterious to local program development. While we have been 

presenting our case to DESE for several years the Department chose delay.  The 

Commissioner in a March 14, 2014 memo to the State Board of Education puts off 

consideration of a ninth grade exploratory moratorium until SY 2015-2016 (see attached).  

He ties his thinking to a larger vocational regulatory overhaul that could be bantered 

about by competing interest for multiple years.  On Tuesday, April 8, 2014 the 

Superintendents of our districts will be meeting with our legislative delegation at the 

Statehouse.  DESE will be there as well as Minuteman representatives, and the 

Massachusetts School Building Authority.  The meeting has been put together by 

Representative Donato.  Minuteman is trying to convince MSBA to allow the building of 

a new regional facility for 800 students.  The Minuteman region can only support half of 

that number.  They would be dependent on out of region enrollment from communities 

like Medford, Boston, Cambridge, Somerville, Waltham and Watertown etc.  We do not 

want to assume any debt or capital assessment for a new or rehabbed Minuteman facility.  

We want to develop our own local and collaborative models.  Further, we do not believe 

that Minuteman can get support for its own region to build an 800-pupil facility. 

Additionally, we will be seeking to halt the drain of resources from our communities.   

We believe that our cause is just and timely. 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto asked Superintendent Belson when he would know the decision on the 

meeting?  He answered that he has no idea but will keep the committee updated.  Mr. 

Falco asked how many students attend Minuteman and what the cost is?  Superintendent 

Belson replied that forty-nine students attend and the tuition is one million dollars.  In 

addition the cost of transportation is $65,000.   

 

 



 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the report be accepted and placed on file: 

Vote: 

Yes:     4 

No:       0 

Absent: 3 

 

Mayor McGlynn returned at 8:20 p.m. 

 

A brief three-minute recess was called at 8:20 p.m. 

 

Meeting came to order at 8:23 p.m. 

 

Ms. DiBenedetto asked Superintendent Belson where we are with PARCC and also 

please give some clarification on opt out? Superintendent Belson replied that there is no 

official opt out.  There is no makeup.  Mr. Skerry said with all the given controversy why 

not put the PARCC exam schedule on television.  Superintendent Belson said that it is on 

the website and Channel 15.  Mr. Scarpelli said that he is receiving many calls that are 

not necessary.  Superintendent Belson asked Assistant Superintendent Diane Caldwell to 

give an update on PARCC. Ms. Caldwell reported that this past week elementary schools 

and middle schools have completed testing.  The feedback that she has received was the 

test went very quickly.  This is a timed test. The technology was not bad.  The high 

school should be done this week. Overall it went smoothly. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry to go into Executive Session at 8:32 p.m. for Negotiations 

and Legal Matters pertaining to Headmaster’s salary, update on legal proceedings and 

update on collective bargaining: 

Yea: 5  DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, McGlynn 

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 2 Cugno, Van der Kloot 

 

The Committee returned from Executive Session at 8:37 p.m. 

 

The Committee voted on the following items: 

 

 Salary Increase for Dr. John Perella 

  3% July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2015 

  3% July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016 

 

Vote: 

Yea: 5  DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, McGlynn 

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 2 Cugno, Van der Kloot 

 

 

 

 

 



On the motion of Mr. Skerry that meeting adjourn at 8:39 p.m. 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Robert E. Skerry Jr. 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


