
 

Regular Meeting 

April 8, 2013 

School Committee Meeting 

Council Chambers 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 

McGlynn in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:01 p.m.  Those present were Ms. 

Cugno, Ms. DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Scarpelli, Mr. Skerry, Ms. Van der Kloot, 

Mayor McGlynn and Superintendent Belson.   

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the minutes of April 1, 2013 be approved: 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 

Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:   7  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn     

 Nay: 0 

 Absent:  0 

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Klott that the Payrolls be approved: 

Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 7  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn      

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 0 

 

Mr. Falco moved suspension at this time to make presentations. 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

School Committee awards were presented to the Medford High School Girls Basketball 

team for winning the GBL this season.  Also presented awards were Brittani Lanzill, 

Boston Globe and Boston Herald Girls Ice Hockey All Scholastic, Jake Porrazzo, Boston 

Bruin/MIAA GBC Sportsmanship Award, Christina Lynch, GBL Shot Put, Nate 

Clement, GBL Champion Shot Put. 

 

Committee of the Whole Meeting April 4, 2013 Minutes 

Mr. Falco read the minutes.   

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. in the Superintendent’s Conference Room at 

Medford High School by Vice Chairperson John Falco.  The following members were in 



attendance Ann Marie Cugno, Erin DiBenedetto, Robert E. Skerry Jr. and Paulette Van 

der Kloot.  Also present were Superintendent Roy E. Belson and MASC Executive 

Director Glen Kootcher.   

All rose to salute the flag. 

Mr. Falco stated that the purpose of the meeting is to learn about the new emerging state 

process for the evaluation of a Superintendent of Schools from MASC Executive Director 

Glen Kootcher. 

Mr. Falco then called upon the Superintendent for introductory remarks.    

Superintendent Belson explained that the goal was to begin the process of implementing 

the new system going forward. 

MASC Executive Director Kootcher made the following points and distributed the 

MASC guide: Medford’s current evaluation was in compliance with DESE guidance this 

year. He had reviewed our process, spoke with Attorney Greenspan and determined that 

the current Medford evaluation instrument was sufficiently in accord with DESE 

requirements this year. The new format can be adapted at the local level.  Each 

community can set its own timetable, cycle and emphasis consistent with the five step 

state process and four standards.  Medford’s current practice and tool does incorporate 

the key elements. This process and items must be mutually agreeable between the School 

Committee and the Superintendent. The evaluation must have a professional practice 

goal; a district improvement goal; and student improvement goal.  These goals must be 

written as SMART Goals and be mutually agreeable. There are four major standards.  

Forty-three indicators and sixty-five elements.  The rankings should reflect the consensus 

of the committee not that of a single member.  Perhaps it should be based upon the 

preponderance of evidence. There should be a mid-cycle and end of cycle review. A 

member who does not submit an evaluation cannot expect to participate in the ranking the 

of the Superintendent. All evaluation discussions are in public. Medford is ahead of other 

communities in this process. 

The members discussed each of the above points with Mr. Kootcher. 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

On the motion of Mr. Falco the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Recomendation to Approve Donation from Bates Insurance Agency 

Superintendent Belson introduced Richard Trotta, Director of Media, Technology and 

Fine Arts to make the presentation.  Mr. Trotta said that purpose of this donation is to 

support Phase III of the district technology upgrade by helping to fund the purchase of 

protective covers for the iPads for classroom instruction.  The total cost of the covers was 

$6,886.  The generous donation by Bates Insurance Agency paid for 29% of the cost.  Mr. 

Trotta thanked Andrea Bates for the donation and also congratulated her on receiving the 

Citizen of the Year from the Medford Chamber of Commerce. 

Discussion: 

Ms. Cugno would like a letter of thanks sent from the School Committee. 

 

 



On the motion to approve the recommendation to accept the donation: 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 7  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn      

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 0 

 

Recomendation to Approve the Medford Public Schools Calendar School Year 2013-

2014 

Superintendent Belson presented the report.  He said that teachers are scheduled to report 

back on Tuesday, September 3.  School will begin on September 4 for grades 1-12 and 

kindergarten will begin on Wednesday, September 11
th

.The calendar follows the standard 

school vacations, legal holidays and early release days as recommended by the 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and is consistent with districts 

across the Commonwealth.  The calendar provides for 5 snow days with a June end date 

of June 26
th

. 

Discussion: 

Ms. Van der Kloot mentioned that the MASC has discussed combining the February and 

April vacations.  She said that if snowy winters continue perhaps this is something to 

discuss in the future. 

 

On the motion to approve the recommendation for the School Year 2013 – 2014 school 

calendar: 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Recommendation to Approve the Medford School Committee Meeting Schedule School 

Year 2013 – 2014 

Superintendent Belson said that the dates for meetings are consistent with the past. 

 

On the motion Of Mr. Skerry to approve the recommendation for the School Committee 

meeting dates 2013 – 2014: 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Recommendation to Reject Medford Public Schools Participation in School Choice 

Program 

Superintendent Belson said that under current school law, a school district is assumed to 

be accepting school choice students for SY 2013-2014, unless the School Committee 

votes to the contrary.   Consequently, I must report an official vote of the Medford School 

Committee to the Department of Education in June 2013.  Otherwise, the Medford 

School Committee will be obligated to participate in the School Choice Program for the 

upcoming school year.  The School Choice program I am referring to is the external 

version, not the intradistrict program of choice. 

 



After careful consideration, it is my recommendation that the Medford School Committee 

vote not to participate in the School Choice Program for SY 2013-2014.  This has been 

our position since the beginning of the program. 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot to reject School Choice for SY 2013-2014: 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Pre Budget Report: Social Studies 

Deputy Superintendent Beverly Nelson stated that Bernadette Ricciardelli will present the 

pres-budget report for social studies.  She also said that presentations from fine 

arts/library, foreign language, special education and guidance will take place during May.  

She requested that technology and science be presented at a Committee of the Whole 

because this will allow time to review these two important areas.  

On the motion of Mr. Skerry to approve Deputy Superintendent Nelson’s proposal: 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

Ms. Ricciardelli presented the report on the social studies department.  She stated that 

some of the highlights of the year include: advanced placement success, Voice of 

Democracy audio essay contest, Veterans Day program, grade 5 visit to the Royall 

House, Mock Trial, EPIIC, Law Day, Student Government Day, Holocaust 

Remembrance program and the two new elective courses at Medford High School.  She 

said that the non-budget expenditures requests include replacement textbooks, curriculum 

support materials periodicals and miscellaneous consumables.  Ms. Ricciardelli said that 

the goals and objectives for SY 2013-2014 include: maintain existing staffing levels, 

continue to embed literacy standards into curriculum, purchase replacement textbooks, 

provide professional development in social studies, expand the availability of non-fiction 

books, continue participating in various programs, conduct a textbook pilot program for 

grade 6 Ancient History and grade 11 US History. 

Discussion: 

Mr. Skerry asked if Ms. Riccardelli had a dollar amount for the textbooks?  Ms. 

Riccardelli said that it would be approximately $32,000 per grade.  Mr. Falco asked if we 

can supplement technology for textbooks?  Ms. Riccardelli said that many teachers are 

using technology however there is much research out there on whether students learn 

better with technology or books.  Many teachers are in favor of books.  She also said that 

balance is important.  Mr. Falco said that he is in support of the pilot program.  Ms. 

DiBenedetto asked how much an online program would cost?  She would like to lean 

toward using technology.  Ms. Cugno inquired as to how many books would we receive 

in the pilot program.  Ms. Riccardelli said that we would receive at least two different 

text books for the high school.  Ms. Cugno asked if there is a contract we have to commit 

to? Ms. Riccardelli answered that there is no contract they hope we will buy their books.  

But there is no commitment.   She also said that generally online texts cost is 50% but she 

said that if you buy texts they give you online access as support.  Mr. Scarpelli would like 

civics looked at as an elective stating that it was always a positive learning course in the 

past.  



On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the report be accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

New Business 

School Committee Resolution  

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 

family of Alice Rainho. Mrs. Rainho was the mother of Medford High School teacher 

and Girls Soccer Coach Rachel Perry. 

A moment of silence was held. 

Resolution: 

School Building Authority Statement of Interest (SOI) Repair Grant for Medford High 

School HVAC system. 

We are planning to submit a repair grant request to the Massachusetts School Building 

Authority that will address the HVAC system at Medford High School.  The Statement of 

Interest is the first step in a process of review by the SBA.  If the School Committee 

approves this SOI then it will go to the Medford City Council tomorrow evening for their 

review.  If both bodies approve then it will be transmitted to SBA on Wednesday,  

April 10, 2013. This is an important opportunity that we should pursue for our HVAC 

system at Medford High School. Therefore, I recommend the Medford School Committee 

approve the following resolution:  

Resolved: Having convened in an open meeting on April 8, 2013, the School Committee 

of Medford, in accordance with its charter, by-laws, and ordinances, has voted to 

authorize the Superintendent to submit to the Massachusetts School Building Authority 

the Statement of Interest Form dated April 8, 2013 for Medford High School located at 

489 Winthrop Street, Medford, MA which describes and explains the following 

deficiencies and the priority category (s) for which an application may be submitted to 

the Massachusetts School Building Authority in the future as follows: 

Medford High School was built in 1969 as an interconnected, 8 building system.  Most of 

the building’s HVAC infrastructure is original to the building and has reached the end of 

its useful life.  Medford wants to accomplish a system-wide overhaul that includes: the 

ventilation system, boilers, hot water heaters, chiller and controls to all parts of the 

HVAC system as well as new windows throughout; And hereby further specifically 

acknowledges that by submitting this Statement of Interest form, the Massachusetts 

School Building Authority in no way guarantees the acceptance or the approval of an 

application, the awarding of a grant or any other funding commitment from the 

Massachusetts School Building Authority, or commits the City to filing an application for 

funding with the Massachusetts School Building Authority. 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot to move approval: 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 



Recommendation to Approve Gender Identity Nondiscrimination Policy 

Superintendent Belson reported that this policy document is based upon Massachusetts 

law and the DESE advisory.  It reflects the compatible provisions of similar policies 

promulgated in other jurisdictions outside of Massachusetts. This policy has been 

reviewed and approved by both Reverend Noah Evans and Reverend Cameron Partridge 

who have in depth knowledge of the key issues. The Medford Public Schools must ensure 

that all our programs, activities and employment practices are free from discrimination.  

Our policies must ensure that all students have equal access and that our schools are safe 

learning environments.  This policy affirms that obligations and details the requirements 

of all responsible persons to maintain and enforce a non-discriminating school 

environment.   We believe that this policy can be implemented in a way that respects the 

safety, dignity, and comfort of all students. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry to move approval of the policy:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Financial Report 

Ann Giombetti, Director of Finance and Administration presented the report.  Ms. 

Giombetti stated that we continue on course toward a year-end closing in the black, but 

we remain focused because until the year has been closed, some accounts will be volatile.  

These accounts include substitutes, buildings and grounds overtime, building and grounds 

repairs/contracted repairs, buildings and grounds utilities and heating, and special 

education out of district tuitions. The next few months will pass quickly and you will be 

kept updated as we race to anther year-end. 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

On the motion of Ms. Cugno to go into Executive Session at 8:14 p.m. for Negotiations 

and Legal Matters pertaining to contract negotiations with Superintendent of Schools, 

school nurses, school secretaries and school custodians.  

Yea: 7 Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn      

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 0 

 

The committee returned to regular session at 9:23 p.m. for the following vote: 

 

To extend the Superintendent’s contract for two years with the following salary increase: 

 FY 2013  4% and add $1200 expense monies to salary base 

 FY 2014  1% 

 FY 2015  1% 

 . 

 



On the motion: 

Yea: 7 Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn      

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 0 

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that meeting adjourn at 9:25 p.m. 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

       Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Robert E. Skerry Jr. 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


