
 
Regular Meeting 
December 20, 2010 
Council Chambers 

 
 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 
McGlynn, in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:01 p.m.  Those present were Secretary 
Cugno, Mr. Falco, Ms. Guzik, Mr. O’Keefe, Mr. Scarpelli, Vice-Chairperson Van der 
Kloot and Superintendent Belson. 
 
On the motion of Ms. Guzik, that the minutes of December 6, 2010 be approved: 
Voted: Approval of Minutes. 
 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 
Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 
Roll Call: 
 Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0  
 
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the Payrolls be approved: 
Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 
Roll Call: 

Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0  
 
Ms. Van der Kloot made a presentation to Kylie Baker, Bailey Lee, Emory Paine, and 
Gia Greene, the four students selected by audition to perform with the 2011 
Massachusetts Northeastern District Senior Festival Orchestra. The Medford High School 
String Ensemble entertained the Committee and audience.  
 
Charles Veneziano, the Kiwanis Club liaison to the Medford High School Key Club was 
introduced. Mr. Veneziano gave a brief overview of the Kiwanis Club and it’s 
involvement with students.  He said that Medford has a Builders Club in middle school 
and then students become members of the Key Club in high school.  Mr. Veneziano 
mentioned that in college students become members of the Circle K Club.  Tufts 
University is beginning the process of forming a local club.   He introduced and thanked 
Mr. Nick Tucci, the new advisor for the MHS Key Club.   Mr. Tucci told the committee 
that twenty-seven members of the Key Club sang carols on Friday night.  It was a huge 
success.  The Key Club performed a selection of songs for the committee. 
 
 
 



 
Community Participation – Public Hearing: Bullying and Prevention Plan 

Kathy Aluia       
26 Lawlor Road 
Medford 

Ms. Aluia read a letter that was prepared with the input from Medford SEPAC. 
Discussion:  Clarification was requested in the point of contact within the special 
education community.  Superintendent Belson stated that the building principal is always 
the first point of contact.  The second person is Jan Hollenbeck, Kathy Medaglio is next 
and Superintendent the last contact.   
 
The public hearing concluded. 
 
Recommendation to Approve Medford Public Schools Bullying Prevention and   
Intervention Plan 
Superintendent Belson gave a brief overview of the plan and said that the district plan is 
posted on the website.  He called on Assistant Superintendent Beverly Nelson to update 
the committee on the changes made to the policy.  Ms. Nelson said that the major change 
was in the incident reporting form.  Ms. Nelson said that she had met and worked with 
principals and administrators and revised the form accordingly.  She said that words were 
added here and there. 
Discussion:  Terminology and definitions are the issue.  Especially the definition of 
bullying.  Member requested that school department reinforces that all incidents are 
investigated and taken seriously.  Discussions are held every Monday at the CBJ 
meetings. Member asked whether we have started documenting yet.  Superintendent 
Belson informed the committee that they have but not on the new form. Member was 
pleased that social probation has dropped from 78 last year to 8 this year.  One member 
reinforced that just because the school system has a plan; parents must still be responsible 
for cyber bullying at home.   
 
Mr. O’Keefe moves approval of the plan, seconded by Mr. Scarpelli; 
Vote: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
Report on Library program 
Superintendent Belson updated the committee on the Library. Superintendent Belson 
stated that the original plan was to hire a replacement for the librarian but it was 
determined that a team of paraprofessionals would serve the purpose better at this time.  
The cost savings is approximately $10,000. The principals reported at their last meeting 
that the plan is working well and that access to the library is good for both students and 
teachers.   
Discussion:  Members are happy that the libraries are open however; they would like to 
see full time librarians in all schools. 
 



 
 
On the motion of Ms. Guzik that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 
 

Financial Report December 2010 
Ann Giombetti, Director of Finance and Administration presented the report to the 
committee.  Ms. Giombetti reported that the payroll charges continue on schedule.  The 
unemployment line is slightly lower but it is still early in the year.  The special education 
out of district tuition line fluctuates with six potential additional charges possible. 
Ms. Giombetti stated that the following will be key factors in the financial picture for the 
coming calendar year; heat, medical leaves, special education and building repairs.  She 
said that she would keep the committee informed as she continues to monitor all areas. 
 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the meeting be adjourned. 
Vote: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

  
The meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m. 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted: 
 
       Ann Marie Cugno 
       Secretary 
 
 


