
 

Regular Meeting 

February 4, 2013 

School Committee Meeting 

Council Chambers 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 

McGlynn in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:05 p.m.  Those present were Ms. 

Cugno, Ms. DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Scarpelli, Mr. Skerry, Ms. Van der Kloot, 

Mayor McGlynn and Superintendent Belson.   

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry to suspend the rules to make presentations: 

 

 Ms. Cugno and Ms. DiBenedetto presented awards to the members of the Medford High 

School Band.  Ms Cugno congratulated members and Band Director Haley Horgan on all 

the accomplishments of the year.  Ms. Horgan gave an overview of the highlights of the 

past months and the upcoming plans for the band. She also thanked everyone for all the 

help. 

 

Mr. Falco and Mr. Scarpelli presented awards to the English Language Art students who 

were honored with recognition by the Boston Globe for excellence in writing. Director of 

ELA Nicole Chiesa and teachers David Ambrose and Jody Liu gave an overview of the 

criteria for being selected and the different categories.   Medford had sixteen student 

recipients this year which included three Gold keys, five Silver keys and seven Honorable 

Mention. 

 

Ms. Van der Kloot and Mr. Skerry presented the certificates to the Boston Globe art 

awards recipients.  Teachers Michele MacKenzie and Candace Van Aken were pleased to 

announce that thirteen Medford students were recognized for their achievement.  The 

awards included five Gold keys, three Silver keys and four Honorable Mention. 

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto that the minutes of January 7, 2013 be approved: 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 

Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:   7  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn     

 Nay: 0 

 Absent:  0 

 

 

 



On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the Payrolls be approved: 

Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 7  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn      

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 0 

 

Request to Approve Middle School Trips 

Principal Jake Edwards and Principal Paul D’Alleva requested approval of the two out of 

state overnight trips.  The combined eighth grades will attend New York City the first 

weekend in June.  The McGlynn seventh grades will visit the Alton Jones Environmental 

Camp in West Greenwich, Rhode Island on March 11
th

 and 12
th

.   

 

Discussion: 

Ms. Cugno asked the dates of the trips.  She also asked what the plans were for the 

students remaining in school if they will go on with the curriculum or have enrichment 

lessons.  Mr. Edwards replied that the students would be doing supplemental and 

enrichment lessons.  Ms. Cugno also asked if the Andrews would be doing the 

environmental trip in the future.  Principal D’Alleva said that he is looking into this trip 

and hopes to offer it in the near future.  Ms. Van der Kloot asked what the cost of the 

New York trip is.  Mr. Edwards answered $500 per student. 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry the item was approved. 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

School Committee Resolution  

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 

family of Catherine Donaghue.  Mrs. Donaghue was the mother of Health and PE 

Supervisor Eileen DiBattista. 

A moment of silence was held. 

 

Mayor McGlynn asked that all rise to remember Charlie Marelli who had passed away 

this weekend.  Mr. Marelli was a long time Medford resident and former Chairman of the 

Cemetery Board.  

 

A moment of silence was held. 

 

Community Participation: 

Larry and Louis Brown, 21 Wildwood Road, Medford presented a proposal for high 

school rugby.  Louis Brown, MHS Class of 2016, told the School Committee that rugby 

is an up and coming sport in the United States.  He said that it would give Medford a 

competitive edge.  Larry Brown continued saying that initially rugby would be formed as 

a “club” sport.  It is the intent to be self-sustaining with no additional financial support.  



One head coach will be a paid position.  Other coaching support will be voluntary.  The 

next step includes gaining administration approval and beginning coach interviews.   

Discussion: 

Ms. Van der Kloot asked if the rugby is a spring or fall sport.  Mr. Brown answered that it 

is a spring sport.  Ms. Van der Kloot is concerned that two girls have signed up for rugby. 

She asked if it would be a Division 1 or Division 1A sport?  Mr. Brown answered that it 

would be a developmental team in the beginning.  Ms. Van der Kloot asked what impact 

it would have on other spring sports team.  Louis said that most of the students that have 

signed up do not play a spring sport now.   Ms. Van der Kloot said that the financial 

implications are a concern.  Ms. DiBenedetto asked if this is a MIAA sport or how it is 

listed.  Superintendent Belson said that it is not a MIAA sport and would have to be 

treated like cheering and crew but the issue would be liability.  Ms. Cugno asked if the 

financial projections were based on forty players.  Mr. Brown said that they have about 

thirty students interested in playing which includes two girls.  Ms. Cugno asked about the 

selection of a coach.  Mr. Brown said that they have a few people interested in the 

position.  None are from Medford but it has not been advertised internally yet.  Mr. Falco 

asked about the use of the field stating that it needs work.  Mr. Brown said that they 

would remove the large debris and rocks. Mr. Falco asked if they would need special goal 

post for games.  Mr. Brown said that they could use the football ones. Mr. Falco also 

asked if U.S. Rugby Association has guides for concussion.  Louis answered that they 

were in the presentation on page fifteen.  Mr. Scarpelli feels that rugby is a great sport.  

He feels that we should take a step back and not concentrate on where we want to be in 

the spring but where we want to be in ten years.  It will enhance what the high school has 

to offer.  The only thing is that it is such a short time frame to start in spring, he doesn’t 

want to rush. Mr. Skerry asked if there is a timeline of when practices would start.  Louis 

answered that they would like to start very soon that the only things needed are cleats and 

a mouth guard. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Falco the item will lie on the table until March 4th. 

 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Recommendation to Accept Gift from Bloomberg Philanthropies 

We are pleased to report that Bloomberg Philanthropies has awarded Medford High 

School a grant of $50,000 to supplement our $3.3 million Technology Initiative. The very 

generous gift by Michael Bloomberg, Medford High School Class of 1960, is in memory 

of his mother Charlotte R. Bloomberg, a beloved and distinguished member of the 

Medford community. The funding will be used to set up a state of the art technology 

center in a dedicated room of the library resource center.  Included in the center will be 

computer workstations, an interactive projector with white board, document cameras, 

mobile devices, network printers, and access to the worldwide web through our wireless 

network. 

 



On the motion of Mr. Skerry the gift is accepted. 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on Donations to the McGlynn and Columbus Schools 

Assistant Superintendent Diane Caldwell reported that the McGlynn School Council and 

the Medford Family Network are sponsoring a fundraiser on Saturday Feb. 2, 2013 from 

9-11 at the McGlynn School.  There will be food and raffle prizes.  All proceeds will go 

towards increasing technology in the classroom.  The Kiwanis Club presented a check for 

$350 to Ms. Sargent in support of this event.  The Columbus School received an 

anonymous donation in the amount of $3500 to support the students in need of after 

school tuition.  In addition the Columbus collected $695 to help the children in the Sandy 

Hook Community. 

 

On the motion of Ms. Cugno the gift is accepted and a thank you letter be sent to the 

Kiwanis Club: 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Recommendation to Change Date of Professional Development Day 

Superintendent Belson reported that the second full day of professional development for 

teachers was originally scheduled for Tuesday, March 5
th

.  The MCAS math retest has 

been scheduled by the DESE to take place on that day.  The conflict was not known at the 

time the school calendar was approved.  Therefore in order to accommodate the students 

who will be taking the retest we need to reschedule the professional day.  We have 

identified Tuesday April 9
th

 as a new date.   

On the motion of Mr. Skerry the recommendation is approved: 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Recommendation to Approve Middle School Selection Process School Year 2013-2014 

Superintendent Belson said that each year we ask parents to state their preference 

regarding a middle school for their fifth grader moving into sixth grade.  This year’s letter 

remains the same with two exceptions which are the dates for selection have been altered 

to reflect this year’s timetable and we have added a sentence on the second page 

indicating that the “sibling preference” rule does not apply to students who do not attend 

the specific school.  This should eliminate any confusion regarding the application of that 

rule. 

 

Discussion: 



Ms. DiBenedetto said that if a student is in the eighth grade and graduating but the family 

has been established in the school then the sixth grader should have preference especially 

if the parent is involved in the PTO etc.  Superintendent Belson said there will always be 

tradeoffs.  Ms. Van der Kloot is also concerned that if a parent has invested a lot of time 

in the school it is to the benefit of the school to have the parent continue.   

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the item lie on the table: 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on MSBA Approval of Medford High School Science Lab Initiative 

Superintendent Belson reported that on Wednesday, January 30, 2013 the MSBA Board 

voted to approve the Science Lab Project submission of the Medford Public Schools.  

Please find attached a copy of the approval letter from MSBA which details the award. 

Mayor McGlynn, Chief Procurement Officer Louise Miller, Architect Donna DiNisco 

and OPM Jim Rogers as well as myself were in attendance for the board vote.  Mayor 

McGlynn thanked Chairman Grossman, the Board and the MSBA staff for the grant on 

behalf of the City. The total project is expected to have an upper limit of $13,800,000.  

State reimbursement will range from $7,506,809 to $8,021,075 depending upon how 

much of the actual contingency set aside is required to complete the lab construction and 

renovation.  If we do not require the built in contingency funding then we will spend less 

than the $13.8 and receive a lower reimbursement amount.  If we spend more of the 

contingency for approved items we will receive a higher amount.  There is no substantial 

change from our final submission to the MSBA in December. 

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on Distracted Driving Program Initiative 

“Distracted Driving” is a major concern in our society today.  The proliferation of digital 

communications has created a situation where too many people multi-task while driving a 

vehicle.  This is definitely a major safety hazard.  The City of Medford is taking a lead 

role in promoting this with the Massachusetts Association of Trial Attorneys.  On 

Tuesday, Feb. 5
th

 at 9:45 a.m. in the Caron Theatre at Medford High School the 

Massachusetts Academy of Trial Attorneys will kick off the first presentation for 

Medford students. 

 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto asked how this program would be implemented? Superintendent Belson 

said that administration will review the program and develop the implementation.  The 

Trial Attorneys Association has volunteers who will help get the program started.   

 



On the motion the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on Governor’s Budget Proposals and Preliminary Local Aid Estimates 

Superintendent Belson said that House 1 or the Governor’s Proposed Budget has been 

filed with the Legislature.  This is only the first step in a long process that probably will 

not be complete until June, 2013. Since the Governor’s proposals include the call for new 

taxes and other financial changes, you can be sure that there will be significant debate in 

the Legislature and alternative proposals generated. The following is a list of preliminary 

concerns regarding the proposal from the Medford Superintendent’s perspective: while 

Chapter 70 local aid to school systems goes up, Medford is projected to only get an 

additional $126,125 in new money.  This is based upon a “hold harmless formula and a 

$25 per pupil addition.  Last year we received $40 per pupil.  The proposal sends 

considerably more funding toward wealthier communities who were previously promised 

a minimum of 17.5% state aid under the revised 2007 Chapter 70 formula. Medford will 

still be getting less Chapter 70 aid than it did pre-recession in 2003-2004.  New money is 

being directed to the gateway cities but Medford is not listed as a gateway city.  

Medford’s “urban rim” population has many of the same characteristics of the gateway 

city grouping; new funding is being earmarked for early childhood.  This is a good 

investment.  However, much of the funding is directed to private providers and not the 

public schools.  An effective delivery system for early childhood programming requires a 

mixed delivery format in which public schools play a major part.  We will lobby for a 

redistribution.  If the goal is to produce enhanced literacy by grade 3, then there needs to 

be a well funded private-public partnership in place. Circuit Breaker funding is down to 

the 9C cut level and the 4X foundation level threshold for reimbursement is expected to 

rise: Also reconstructed costs by sped private school providers are being approved.  This 

means lower reimbursements for sped extraordinary services.  This needs legislative 

pushback.  A legislative briefing will be held on February 13
th

 at the State House and I 

will be speaking on the issue along with other colleagues. 

The unfunded homeless education budget was cut in half with the 9C cuts this year.  The 

Governor’s budget does not restore that reduction.  It could be a volatile cost item in any 

given year. Charter school aid and assessments are projected to be flat on the cherry 

sheet.  However, if additional charter school openings are approved that could change.  

Also this year’s actual reimbursement for charter schools was only funded at 83% of 

actual formula entitlement.  The charter school lobby is pushing for a higher capital funds 

allocation as well. We are still arguing that increased funding for regional transportation 

include non-resident students in Chapter 74 programs.  We have filed legislation on this 

matter.  The Governor’s proposal does not address this matter. The overall bottom line on 

the preliminary cherry sheet sends an additional $311,744 to Medford.  However, 

restrictions on the use of certain funds and the uncertainty of changes based upon specific 

reimbursement formulas could alter that figure in either direction by the time we get to 

June, 2013. It is also important to remember that we are still awaiting a “plan” from 

Washington. Virtually everyone expects some reduction in federal funds for domestic 



programs including education.  Loss of funding from major accounts like Title I, IDEA, 

Perkins, and Medicaid will alter local receipts in a negative way. We will keep you 

posted as additional information is available. 

 

Discussion: 

Mayor McGlynn said that because of the fiscal cliff there would be a cut by 8% right 

away and cut by 8% each year on federal accounts.  He stressed how serious this could 

be. Ms. Van der Kloot said that she had recently attended a conference in Washington 

and one of the workshops was designed to educate them on how to talk to state 

legislatures.  Ms. Cugno said that there were so many people at the conference who 

understood  the concerns of education.  This year the talk was more positive than last 

year. 

 

On the motion the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Mayor McGlynn vacated the chair and left along with Mr. Scarpelli at 9:10 p.m. when 

Superintendent Belson talked about the teachers contract.  He said that they plan to ratify 

it in the next two weeks.  He also said that executive session for the evening was 

cancelled. 

 

Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes– January 14, 2013 – Vocational Education 

Ms. DiBenedetto read the minutes of the meeting.  The purpose of the meeting was to 

review the programs and services of the Medford Vocational Technical High School.  

Superintendent Belson said that this topic would require multiple meetings.   

 

Discussion: 

Superintendent Belson announced that Vocational Director William Mahoney is retiring 

at the end of the school year.  Discussion will take place very soon on the process to fill 

the vacancy.  Superintendent also said that on Thursday February 7
th

 the Committee is 

scheduled to visit Shawsheen Technical High School.  He stated that he would post it as a 

meeting because there will be a quorum present.  The reason for the meeting is touring 

the school for the purpose of learning. Superintendent Belson also said that the eight 

MAC computers were not part of the tech bond however Mr. Trotta will provide 

computers to the school.  Ms. Van der Kloot asked if there is a date for the next 

vocational meeting?  Ms. DiBenedetto said it is important to discuss the future of our 

vocational school.  Ms. Cugno would like the date selected and posted as soon as 

possible.  She would like students, alumni, parents and business people to attend. 

Jean Martin, 10 Cummings Street, Medford was given permission to speak   Ms. Martin 

stated that plumbing should be added to the curriculum immediately.  She said that she 

personally will go to the council to get this.  She asked the Superintendent if this would 

be easy to put in?  Superintendent Belson said no, that two teachers would be needed, 

space and equipment are also needed.  It is estimated to cost $250,000.  She said that 



Robotics is the future so we need to get this in too.  Ms. Van der Kloot asked what would 

attract students to our vocational school?  What will make our school stronger?  We need 

to expand our options.   

Joseph Viglione, 59 Garfield Street Medford spoke at this time.  He asked why there is 

not video tonight?  He offered to come and tape meetings whenever there is a problem. 

Loreen Ciganelli, 36 Charnwood Roads given permission to speak.  She said that there is 

a need for more schools in the Solved Collaborative, not the right schools are part of this.  

Her daughter would like to attend Minuteman for visual design but graphics is offered in 

Medford.  She said that this program has a lack of technology, computers are dated and 

there is not enough equipment for the students.   

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Vote: 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes – January 17
th

 – Buildings and Grounds 

Ms. Cugno read the minutes of the meeting.  The purpose of the meeting was to receive 

an update on the status and progress of our various capital projects and related facility 

issues.  Superintendent Belson reviewed the current projects in process and introduced 

Mr. Buckley for an update .  Mr. Buckley projected that the pool project would start on 

May 1
st
 and is expected to be completed by October. Mr. Buckley spoke of the new air 

conditioning for the Head-end rooms and then updated the committee of the security 

camera project.  Mr. Windt gave the committee an update on the playgrounds.   

 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto asked if a school committee member was appointed to the pool 

committee yet?  The Superintendent said not yet but would check on it.  She also asked if 

the community schools budget was ready yet?  Superintendent Belson said he would have 

it for the next meeting.  She also asked about the playgrounds.   Superintendents Belson 

said that they are still checking on other districts that are using the patching materials.   

Mr. Skerry expressed concern with the cleanliness of the high school.  He hoped it would 

be cleaner.  He said that he had a call from a grandmother regarding the heat at the high 

school.  Mr. Skerry also recommended a website Playful Cities USA for playgrounds in 

school.  They are offering grants. Ms. DiBenedetto also received calls regarding the heat 

in the high school.  She was told that the window latch was broken and the part is on back 

order. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Vote: 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

 



 

Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes – January 24, 2013 - Personnel 

Ms. Van der Kloot read the minutes of the meeting.  The purpose of the meeting was to 

review current personnel matters.  Also stated the School Committee may go into 

executive session to deal with bargaining and contract issues affecting both management 

and administrative personnel.  Superintendent Belson said that he provided a listing of 

personnel challenges facing the committee in the near future and a listing of 

administrative proposed personnel goals.  Discussion was held. 

 

On the motion of Ms. Cugno the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Vote: 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the meeting be adjourned at 10:32 p.m.  

Yes: 5 

No: 0 

Absent: 2 

 

 

       Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Robert E. Skerry Jr. 

Secretary 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


