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The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 
McGlynn, in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:05 p.m.  Those present were Ms. 
Cugno, Mr. Falco, Ms. Guzik, Mr. O’Keefe, Mr. Scarpelli, Ms. Van der Kloot and 
Superintendent Belson. 
 
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli, that the minutes of January 31, 2011 be approved: 
Voted: Approval of Minutes. 
 
There were no bills/transfer of funds. 
 
On the motion of Ms. Guzik, that the Payrolls be approved: 
Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 
Roll Call: 

Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0  
 
Ms. Van der Kloot requested reconsideration of the minutes of the January 20, 2011 
Curriculum Subcommittee Meeting.  Ms Van der Kloot would like the minutes to be 
amended because Mr. O’Keefe is a member of the subcommittee and not listed as such.   
On the motion to amend the minutes: 
Vote:  Yes: 7 

No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
Mr. O’Keefe requested that the minutes of the subcommittee meetings be posted online.   
Ms. Van der Kloot noted that the Curriculum Subcommittee will meet on Thursday, 
February 17, 2011.  The topic will be the math curriculum. 
 
The rules were suspended at this time to make a presentation.   
 
Diane Caldwell, Director of Elementary Education made a presentation to Pat McGovern, 
President of the Medford Kiwanis and Doug Shoop, President of the Medford Rotary.  
She presented her report at this time.   She stated that the Medford Public Schools 
believes that all students should be provided with the opportunity, support and necessary 
resources to achieve high levels of literacy throughout their school experience.  It is 
critical that all our children become skilled and competent to compete with others around 
the world.  Electronic books, such as the Kindle, can provide educators with an important 



tool to motivate students to read, improve comprehension, acquire language and access 
information.  The Kindle for Kids program supports our literacy initiative by providing a 
resource that will allow students of all ability levels.  Kindles provide us with an 
important motivational tool towards meeting our goals.  The Kiwanis Club presented a 
box of Kindles to the Medford Public Schools and the Rotary Club has contributed 
$2,000 to the project.  At this time Ms. Caldwell presented Ms. McGovern and Mr. 
Shoop a plaque of appreciation.  
 
On the motion that the report be accepted and placed on file:  
Vote:  Yes: 7 

No: 0 
Absent: 0 
 

Report on Large Vehicle Transportation 
Superintendent Belson called upon Paul Goodman, owner and CEO of Vocell Bus to 
answer any questions that the committee and public had.   
 
Discussion: 
Mr. Goodman said that he would answer any questions.  The issue with the time of pick-
up scheduled and the time the bus actually arrives was a big question.  One route in 
particular is having problems.  Parents are upset because empty busses go by while their 
children are waiting in the cold for their bus to arrive.   Members questioned whether 
there is a problem with drivers not being familiar with the routes or the city.  Mr. 
Goodman assured them that the drives know the routes.  The substitute drivers are also 
familiar with the city and the routes. Members were also concerned with the 
communication between parents and the bus company.  Parents are not able to find out 
information when they call the bus company in regards to busses being late. 
At this time Suzanne Higgins, 6 Trainor Avenue, Medford was given permission to 
speak.  Ms. Higgins stated that she had been to the school committee in the fall with the 
same concern.  Bus #13 from the Brooks School does not arrive to her stop in the 
afternoon until 3:30-3:45p.m.  She said that this is not acceptable.   
Superintendent Belson commented that the school system is strapped and not all routes 
are ideal.  There is no easy solution.   Marilyn Sheehy, 77 Windsor Road, Medford was 
given permission to speak.  Ms. Sheehy also had concerns with the bus stop at the corner 
of Hancock and Main Streets.  She said that on the cold mornings that the children have 
to wait in Alexander’s Market and that one parent will wait at the bus stop.  She said it is 
very upsetting to see four busses go by that are empty.  Members requested that Mr. 
Goodman go to the bus stop to evaluate the situation. 
Members of the committee request a copy of the bus contract. 
On the motion that the report be accepted and placed on file: 
Vote:  Yes: 7 

No: 0 
Absent: 0 
 

 
 



Report on Educational Technology Plan 
Superintendent Belson called on Richard Trotta, Director of Media and Technology to 
present the report.  Mr. Trotta said that the report provides significant information on our 
overall technology condition and capacity.  He noted that the numbers in the report are 
based on last year.  Mr. Trotta said that the technology in the schools is old and needs to 
be updated especially in K-8.  This needs to be done very soon. 
Discussion: 
Committee members asked Mr. Trotta if he could explain IParent and if it is up and 
running in the school system.  Mr. Trotta said that IParent is part of the IPass system.  
Not all faculty are using it.  It is still in the early stages.  Most faculty need to be trained 
in the system.  Within the IParent once a parent registers, they can see student’s 
homework assignments, projects, grades etc. 
 
On the motion of Mr. Falco that the report be accepted and placed on file: 
Vote:  Yes: 7 

No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
Resolution submitted by the Medford School Committee: 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 
condolences to the family of  Wayne Murphy.  Mr. Murphy, age 54, was a 
long time Medford resident and city employee, working for the Cemetery 
Department for over 30 years.   
 
A moment of silence was held. 

 
Report on NAEP Science Exams Performance 
Superintendent Belson presented the report.  The National Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP) is the largest representative and continuing assessment of what 
American students know and can do in various subject areas.  The most recent subject 
area to be reported out is Science for 4th and 8th grade students.  In the aggregate 
Massachusetts once again leads the nation.  However, the results clearly point out the 
achievement gap between groups.  While Medford participates in these exams, no scores 
are ever reported out for individual schools or students.   
 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the report be accepted and placed on file: 
Vote:  Yes: 7 

No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
Report on Concussion Law Proposed Regulations 
Superintendent Belson noted that at the November 15, 2010 meeting a report was 
provided on the new “concussion law” that was enacted by the state legislature this past 
summer.  At that time no formal regulations were available to school districts that would 
give form to the legislation that passed swiftly amid growing concerns for athletes who 
prematurely returned to the field of play before an appropriate assessment of their 



conditions.  Similar to the “Bullying Act” these regulations require school districts to 
have policies and procedures in place to govern and mange the prevention and treatment 
of sport related head injuries.  These regulations mandate record retention of all training 
certificates, head injury forms, and medical clearance forms.  They also spell out data that 
must be shared with the DPH which will in turn share it with the DESE.  
 
Discussion: Member concerned with the resting of the brain not only in sports but in the 
classroom as well.  It was also discusses that the referees be included in the training and 
the classes.  Superintendent Belson was requested to draft a letter and send it to the 
MASC in hopes that other districts will follow. 
 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the report be accepted and placed on file: 
Vote:  Yes: 7 

No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
On the motion of Mr. Falco to go into Executive Session for the discussion of 
Negotiations and Legal Matters at 8:54 p.m. 
Roll Call: 

Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0  
 
 
The School Committee returned from Executive Session at 9:40 p.m.  The meeting 
adjourned at 9:42 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted: 
 
       John Falco 
       Secretary 
 
 


