
 

Organizational Meeting 

January 7, 2013 

School Committee Meeting 

Council Chambers 

 

 

The Organizational Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by 

Paulette Van der Kloot, Senior Member in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:05 p.m.  

Those present were Ms. Cugno, Ms. DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Scarpelli, Mr. Skerry, 

Ms. Van der Kloot and Superintendent Belson.  Mayor McGlynn was absent. 

 

Ms. Van der Kloot stated that the purpose of the organizational meeting was to elect a 

Vice Chairperson and a Secretary for the year 2013. 

 

Mr. Falco placed the name of Robert E. Skerry Jr. in nomination for the position of 

Secretary of the Medford School Committee. 

 

On motion of Mr. Falco and seconded by Ms. DiBenedetto, 

 

Voted: That Robert E. Skerry Jr. be elected Secretary of the Medford School Committee. 

Yes :     6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot,       

 No:  0 

 Absent: 1  McGlynn  

 

Robert E. Skerry Jr.  was elected to the position of Secretary of the Medford School 

Committee for the calendar year 2013, by acclamation. 

 

Mr. Scarpelli placed the name of John Falco in nomination for the position of Vice 

Chairperson of the Medford School Committee.  

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli seconded by Mr. Skerry, 

 

Voted: That John Falco be elected Vice Chairperson of the Medford School Committee. 

 

Yes :    6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot,       

 No: 0 

 Absent: 1  McGlynn 

 

Mr. Falco was elected to the position of Vice Chairperson of the Medford School 

Committee for the calendar year 2013, by acclamation. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the organizational meeting be adjourned at 7:06 p.m. 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 



Regular Meeting 

January 7, 2013 

School Committee Meeting 

Council Chambers 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Vice 

Chair Falco in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:15 p.m.  Those present were Ms. 

Cugno, Ms. DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Scarpelli, Mr. Skerry, Ms. Van der Kloot and 

Superintendent Belson.  Mayor McGlynn was absent. 

  

Award certificates were presented to the Medford High School Golf Team and the 

Medford High School Girls Soccer Team.  Both teams won the 2012 GBL title.   

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry, that the minutes of December 17, 2012 be approved: 

Vote: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 

Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:   6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot,       

 Nay: 0 

 Absent:  1 McGlynn  

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the Payrolls be approved: 

Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot,       

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 1 McGlynn  

 

Report on Shore Collaborative 

Ann Marie Cugno, Shore Liaison presented the report which was a summary of 

information and activities of the first quarter.  The report included an overview of 

Chapter 43 which is an act relative to improving accountability and oversight of 

educational collaboratives; collective bargaining agreements; fiscal year 2012 

independent audit; student services division; adult services division; routine business and 

appointment of clerk.  

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Vote: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 



 

Community Participation 

Jean Martin, 10 Cummings Street, Medford was given permission to speak.  Ms. Martin 

began by saying that the economic picture looks bad.  We must figure out how to make 

the repairs to the schools.  She requested that an independent audit be conducted on 

Medford High School to determine what repairs are needed and the cost to do them.  She 

does not feel that Rodger Windt is qualified to do this since his list lacks details and cost 

projections. She said that she will return when the mayor is in attendance. 

 

Financial Report 

Director of Finance and Administration Ann Giombetti presented the report.  Ms. 

Giombetti reported that we are half way through the fiscal year.  At this time payroll 

projections remain on target.  Areas of concern at this time are unemployment, 

technology, out of district tuition and utilities and heat.  

Superintendent Belson reported on legislative initiatives.  He said that he is working with 

Representative Donato to file three major legislative initiatives.  These include: DESE 

requirement that we pay full tuition for a ninth grade vocational exploratory program 

when a local student wishes to attend a regional vocational school (Minuteman).  We 

propose that the student should only be charged for the limited program to be explored 

that is not available locally or through the collaborative.  Currently, we are charged a full 

year’s tuition which can range from $18,000 to $23,000. Transportation of a non-member 

student to a regional vocational school is reimbursed at a much lower rate than the 

transportation of a regional member student.  The difference is substantial.  This year 

Medford might see 8-10% reimbursed vs 65% for a regional member district.  There is no 

fair rationale for this type of disparity. Non-regional member students who require 

special education services at the regional vocational school are currently assigned a flat 

fee.  Non-member districts are not allowed officially to participate in team meetings to 

determine student needs even though the non-member district must pay the bill.  We 

believe that this is not consistent with IDEA and good practice. 

 

Discussion: 

Ms. Van der Kloot questioned the increase in the heat usuage.  Ms. Giombetti said that 

one reason is that last year was unusually warm.   Ms. Van der Kloot also asked for a 

detailed report on the Minuteman tuition.  Mr. Scarpelli asked for an update report on 

charter schools.  Superintendent Belson said that at this time there are less students 

attending charters but that the new Pioneer Charter School may try to draw from 

Medford.  He will provide a detailed report as soon as the report from the DESE is 

received. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Vote: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

 



Report on Education Implication for Fiscal Cliff Negotiations in Washington 

Superintendent Belson presented the report.  He reported that despite the recent deal on 

the “Fiscal Cliff” the funding of K-12 and higher education face an uncertain future. 

This postponement of “cuts” which would have sliced approximately 8.2% from a wide 

range of programs is partially funded by $12 billion in revenue increases, $12 billion in 

spending cuts (including 6 million from domestic programs).  It is unclear at this time 

how much will come from education in the short run.  The deal basically requires 

Congress to draft new legislation by March.  Differences over which to cut and how 

much to cut as well as the setting of a new federal debt ceiling is expected to be very 

contentious.  Because Congress will be very busy on these financial matters, it is fairly 

certain that there will be very little time for revising and updating education legislation 

including the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (currently known as NCLB).  

In Medford we could expect to lose over $300,000 based upon an 8.2% reduction.  The 

devil will be in the details.  We could also lose an unspecified amount of Medicaid 

reimbursements as an offset to Sped. Superintendent Belson said that he will keep the 

committee informed. 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Vote: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Report on Determination of Sped Status by DESE 

Superintendent Belson reported that the system used by the DESE assigns rating levels 

from 1-5 with 1 being the highest.  Medford has been assigned a level 2 rating that 

indicates we are meeting requirements.  This is an improvement from the prior level 3 

rating which indicted that we were in need of technical assistance in certain areas. Special 

education is a very challenging program/service area.  It is highly regulated and very 

complex.  Our ability to demonstrate significant progress both on the accountability 

system and Coordinated Program Review (CPR) is very commendable.  The efforts of 

Pupil Service Director Kathy Medaglio and her team deserves recognition. We must 

recognize that special education requires a strong administrative team, faculty and staff as 

well as the full cooperation of regular education.  Our ability to perform in this area will 

require a strengthened organization and leadership stability.  As we plan for the future 

this must be a high priority.  

 

Discussion: 

Ms. Van der Kloot requested that a  personnel subcommittee meeting be set up soon to 

discuss the issue of special education.  Ms. DiBendetto agreed and asked that it be held 

this month. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Vote: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 



Update Report on Science Lab Initiative 

Superintendent Belson reported that he Massachusetts School Building Authority is now 

reviewing our submission.  There was a meeting with MSBA on Friday, January 4, 2013 

to discuss the project, scope, and budget.  This was a preparatory meeting to review 

details before the MSBA Board meeting on January 30, 2013 when formal approval is 

expected. Meanwhile, the EPA assisted us with the chemical cleanup of our science labs 

during the vacation period.  This was an important step to enable us to move forward 

with the project.  We continue to work on the logistics of transition in anticipation of 

demolition and construction. Science Director Carolyn Joy is continuing to meet with her 

faculty to ensure that progress and services will go forward this year and next with 

minimum disruption.  The Headmaster is working with the Superintendent on room 

assignments. 

The Vocational School Perkins Grant has set aside funding for curriculum development 

to enable us to launch programs in environmental science and biotechnology. 

 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto asked about the chemical cleanup.  Superintendent Belson said 

chemicals that were once acceptable are now not acceptable because of the toxicity so 

therefore they had to be removed.  This is consistent with what SBA requires.  Ms. 

DiBenedetto asked if we have enough chemicals to do the required experiments.  

Superintendent Belson said yes, these are chemicals that are not used.  Ms. DiBenedetto 

asked what process needs to be put in place so that a biotechnology course is ready to be 

implemented as soon as the new labs are ready.  Superintendent Belson said that we will 

be ready but the DESE won’t approve the course until it is up and running.  Ms. Van der 

Kloot said that she has concerns with the chemical cleanup.  Superintendent Belson said 

that the EPA is much more rigid than we are.  Ms. Cugno wants to make sure that the 

students have the necessary chemicals to perform their experiments especially with the 

Science Fair approaching.  She feels it is a good idea for the EPA to be going through the 

chemicals. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Vote: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the rules be suspended. 

 

Ms. DiBenedetto requested a report of the status of the Medford High School pool  and 

an update on the playgrounds. 

 

Superintendent Belson said that the preliminary work is being done on the pool.  The 

projected completion date in Fall 2013.  Ms. Van der Kloot asked to invite Mr. Buckley 

to a future meeting to give the report. 

 

 



School Committee Resolution 

 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 

condolences to the family of  Lillian Uglietta.  Mrs. Uglietta was a long time school lunch 

attendant at the Brooks School. 

 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 

condolences to the family of Alfred Pompeo Sr.  Mr. Pompeo was a dedicated public 

official and educator with great significance within our community.  Mr. Pompeo served 

as Plan E Mayor, a member of the City Council and a member of the School Committee 

providing exemplary service during his time in office.  He also was Director of Guidance 

and Pupil Service Director in the Medford Public Schools.  In these capacities he helped 

many families and students achieve personal, educational and professional goals.  He also 

served his country in World War II and was a POW earning recognition from the United 

States government.  Mr. Pompeo was also a very successful businessman in our 

community.  He is the father of City Treasurer Alfred Pompeo Jr. and school department 

educator Mary Ann Hallahan.  

 

A moment of silence was held. 

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto to go to Executive Session at 8:31 p.m. to discuss 

school security issues and teacher negotiations and legal matters; 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot,       

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 1 McGlynn  

 

On the motion of Mr. Falco that the meeting be adjourned at 11:00 p.m.  

Yes: 6 

No: 0 

Absent: 1 

 

 

       Respectfully submitted: 

 

Robert E. Skerry Jr. 

Secretary 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


