
 
Regular Meeting 
January 10, 2011 
Council Chambers 

 
 
 

The Regular and Organizational Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to 
order by Mayor McGlynn, in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:05 p.m.  Those present 
were Ms. Cugno, Mr. Falco, Ms. Guzik, Mr. O’Keefe, Mr. Scarpelli, Ms. Van der Kloot 
and Superintendent Belson. 
 
Mayor McGlynn appointed Ann Marie Cugno as Acting Secretary. 
 
Mr. O’Keefe placed the name of John Falco in nomination for the position Secretary of 
the Medford School Committee. 
 
On motion of Mr. Scarpelli and seconded by Ms Van der Kloot, 
 
Voted: That John Falco be elected Secretary of the Medford School Committee. 
 
Mr. John Falco was elected to the position of Secretary of the Medford School 
Committee for the calendar year 2011, by acclamation. 
 
Mr. O’Keefe placed the name of George Scarpelli in nomination for the position of Vice 
Chairperson of the Medford School Committee.  
 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot seconded by Ms. Cugno,  
 
Voted: That George Scarpelli be elected Vice Chairperson of the Medford School 
Committee. 
 
Mr. Scarpelli was elected to the position of Vice Chairperson of the Medford School 
Committee for the calendar year 2011, by acclamation. 
 
On the motion of Mr. Falco, that the minutes of December 20, 2010 be approved as 
amended: 
Voted: Approval of Minutes. 
 
On the motion of Ms. Cugno that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 
Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 
Roll Call: 
 Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0  
 



On the motion of Mr. O’Keefe that the Payrolls be approved: 
Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 
Roll Call: 

Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0  
 
Student Advisory Meeting was held.   
Student Representatives Ariana Roche, Trent Sullivan, and Kaleigh Smith were present at 
the meeting.  The students said that although the teachers at Medford High School are 
excellent; the building needs repair.  They noted the following issues of concern; window 
replacement, window shades, water fountains, lights that need repair, dry erase boards in 
classrooms and enhancement of technology including smartboards in classrooms. 
Discussion:  Students were asked to prioritize their “wish list.”  Superintendent Belson 
agreed that many thing need to be replaced.  The “New High School” is now 41 years old 
and many things need repair.  
Report accepted and placed on file. 
 
Mr. O’Keefe suspended the rule to read the following resolutions. 
 

 School Committee Resolution 
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 
condolences to the family of  Jeffrey Blumsack.  Mr. Blumsack was the 
son of the late former City Solicitor Robert J. Blumsack and former 
Medford Educator Marilyn Blumsack. 
 
 School Committee Resolution 
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 
condolences to the family of  Thomas O’Connor.  Mr. O’Connor was the 
father of Medford High School Secretaries Ann Farina and Noreen 
O’Connor. 
 

School Committee Resolution 
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 
condolences to the family of  Robert O’Brien.  Mr. O’Brien was the 
former Commissioner of the Medford D.P.W. 
 

School Committee Resolution  
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 
condolences to the family of Richard Lee.  Mr. Lee was the 
Administrative Aide to the Mayor/Personnel Director/Budget Director.  
He was previously the City Manager and was a good friend of the 
Medford Public Schools. 

 
 
 



School Committee Resolution: 
 
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 
condolences to the family of  Michael J. Callahan, former Governor’s 
Councilor.  Mike was well known and active in local affairs.  He had a 
famous sense of humor. 
 
A moment of silence was held. 
 

Report on Poincare Institute Partnership with Tufts University 
Assistant Superintendent Beverly Nelson reported that the Medford Public Schools has 
partnered with Tufts University in an exciting project that will benefit the teachers and 
students in our schools.  The goal of the Poincare Institute for Mathematics Education is 
to improve the teaching and learning of mathematics in our middle schools.  Assistant 
Superintendent Nelson introduced Carolyn Joy, Director of Mathematics and Science 
who gave an overview of the project.  Ms. Joy introduced three individuals from Tufts 
University who are directly involved in the project. Caroline Hagen, Project Manager, 
Hugh Gallagher, Associate Professor of Physics and Kim Ruane, Associate Professor of 
Mathematics each spoke briefly about the project. They stated that the goal of the 
Institute is to improve the teaching and learning of mathematics in middle school.  
Through improved teacher understanding of mathematics the expectation is for increased 
student performance.  The project will connect curricula vertically at the elementary, 
middle and high school levels with a focus on grades five through nine. 
Discussion:  Caroline Hagen showed the committee the contents of the backpack that 
each teacher receives.  The backpack contains a Macbook and a HD video camera which 
become their property at the completion of the program.  Members questioned whether 
the curriculum would remain the same and they were assured that it would not change.  
One member also questioned the selection process.  Ms. Joy informed the committee that 
all teachers that applied where selected.  The committee was also informed that the 
honorarium that the teachers will receive is paid to them directly from Tufts University. 
On the motion of Mr. O’Keefe that the report be accepted and placed on file: 
Vote:  Yes: 7 

No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
Recommendation to Accept an Anonymous Gift to Columbus School 
Diane Caldwell, Director of Elementary Education called Joan Yaeger, Principal of the 
Columbus School to make the presentation to the committee.  Ms. Yaeger said that an 
anonymous donor has one again made a $3500 donation to the school.  The only 
stipulation made by the donor is that the funds be deposited into the student activities 
account and be used to help families on an as need basis. 
On the motion to accept the gift: 
Roll Call Vote: 
 Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0  



 
Report on Community Substance Abuse Prevention Programs 
Superintendent Belson introduced Penelope Bruce, City of Medford Underage Drinking 
Prevention Coordinator and Tiana Wilkerson, Drug Free Communities Coordinator for 
the Medford Substance Aware Task Force.  Ms. Wilkerson showed a PowerPoint 
presentation which included the survey results from 2009.  She noted that there was a rise 
in the numbers from 2005 of students engaged in drinking, using prescription drugs and 
marijuana use. Ms. Bruce said that the city is looking for any ways to outreach in the 
community. Preparations are being made to administer the survey again to the students. 
Discussion: 
How can we reach out to parents?  How can the school department help?  Meetings are 
held on the third Wednesday of each month and all are welcome.  Much discussion needs 
to take place on this subject.  Medford is not the only community struggling with this 
problem.    Ms. Bruce can be reached at pbruce@medford.org.   
On the motion of Ms. Guzik that the report be accepted and placed on file: 
Vote:  Yes: 7 

No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
Report on M.H.S. AYP Status 
Superintendent Belson reported that they recently had received notification from the 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) that Medford High School 
has made AYP for 2010.  This is excellent news and we are pleased that the hard work of 
our team was affirmed.  Medford High School made AYP for both Mathematics and 
English Language Arts and has achieved a score which is designated as “very high.” 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the report be accepted and placed on file: 
Vote:  Yes: 7 

No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
Report on Prospective Federal Funding for Education FY 2012 
Superintendent Belson reports that the congressional session that concluded this past 
December failed to enact an omnibus spending bill that would have included a modest 
increase for entitlement spending on educational programs.  The new Congress, in which 
Republicans control the majority of House seats and have a greater margin in the Senate 
will get to decide spending levels for the next two years. It is possible that education 
funding will be cut back from current levels as the Congress grapples with deficit 
reduction and educational philosophy. It is a concern that many of our grants will be cut 
back to FY 2008 leveles. We will keep you informed as Congress begins its work next 
month.   
On the motion of Ms. Cugno that the report be accepted and placed on file: 
Vote:  Yes: 7 

No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
 



Recommendation to Approve Memorandum of Understanding between the Medford 
Public Schools and Medford Police Department 
Superintendent Belson reported that the Memorandum of Understanding between the 
Medford Public Schools and the Medford Police Department has been updated to reflect 
the recent changes in the laws that pertain to harassment, bullying, and cyberbullying.  
Otherwise, this is the agreement that has existed between the schools and the police for 
many years.  The purpose of the agreement is to enhance the lines of communication and 
coordination among law enforcement and the schools to maintain both a safe and 
effective school environment. 
On the motion of Ms. Falco that the recommendation be approved: 
Vote:  Yes: 7 

No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
On the motion of Mr. O’Keefe to go into Executive Session at 8:43 p.m. for the 
discussion of negotiations and legal matters. 
Vote:  Yes: 7 

No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
The School Committee returned from Executive Session at 9:50 p.m.  The meeting 
adjourned at 9:51 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted: 
 
       John Falco 
       Secretary 
 
 


