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The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 

McGlynn in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:17 p.m.  Those present were Ms. 

Cugno, Ms. DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Scarpelli, Mr. Skerry, Ms. Van der Kloot, 

Mayor McGlynn and Superintendent Belson.  

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the minutes of December 16, 2014 be approved: 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

On the motion of Ms. Cugno that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 

Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:   7  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 

 Nay: 0 

 Absent:  0 

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the Payrolls be approved: 

Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 7 Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn  

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 0 

 

Community Participation 

Syrah McGivern the Mass in Motion Coordinator gave a brief overview of the Safe 

Routes to School program.  She said that the goal of the Massachusetts Safe Routes to 

School program is to increase children’s physical activity, improve air quality, ease 

traffic congestion and foster the continued growth of safe and sustainable communities. 

She introduced Jana Linhart the School Outreach Coordinator for MDOT.  Ms. Linhart 

explained about the infrastructure grants that are available to communities through Safe 

Routes.  She said it is a very lengthy process but perhaps Medford would be interested. 

 

Discussion: 

Mr. Skerry asked if the grant monies could possibly be used for crossing guards where 

we do not have them?  Ms. Linhart answered that the grant funds are only for 

infrastructure.  Ms. Cugno asked if Medford applies for the grant would it be for all 

schools or only one?  Ms. Linhart said it is usually at the city’s discretion. 



Mr. Falco commented that everyone enjoyed the day designated to walking.  Mr. 

Scarpelli said in regards to bike safety, perhaps they should speak to the physical 

education department to coordinate biking into the curriculum.  Ms. Linhart said that they 

had a Bike Rodeo at the Harvest Energy Fair this fall and she would love to see biking 

worked into the school curriculum. 

 

On the motion, the report was accepted and placed on file. 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on Project 351 

Superintendent Belson reported that once again Medford middle school students will 

participate in Project 351.  Each year eighth grade students from the 351 cities and towns 

of Massachusetts come together in Boston for a day of community service honoring the 

memory of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Governor Patrick initiated the program several 

years ago and Medford has participated every year.  The program begins with a youth 

town meeting at Faneuil Hall and is followed by an afternoon of community service at 

several sites across the city.  This activity launches a full year of community service 

activities.  Each student is an “Ambassador” of good will and community service.  

Project 351 Executive Director Carolyn Casey describes the project as a 

“transformational experience that unites young leaders to become critical thinkers and 

problem solvers with an elevated understanding of kindness and compassion.”  The 

project focused on childhood hunger.  In our country (the richest nation in the world) 

some 16 million children live in households without consistent access to adequate food.  

That is one of every five children.   Participants led product drives for food pantries in the 

Commonwealth in partnership with major corporations. Project 351 will partner to 

support “Cradles to Crayons”, a non profit organization that annually provides tens of 

thousands of children with clothing and other essentials to keep children warm and safe.  

In any given year over 100,000 Massachusetts children experience homelessness. Two 

Medford students representing the Andrews and McGlynn Middle Schools will begin the 

2015 project on January 17
th

.  The students were selected by their representative 

principals and faculty. Superintendent Belson asked Principal D’Alleva and Principal 

Edwards to introduce the students. Principal D’Alleva introduced Antonia Collins.  He 

said that Antonia is a superb student, role model and leader.  Antonia leadership includes 

her devotion to helping and volunteering her time to the Medford community.  She has 

helped to remove weeds and dead plants from the yard at the West Medford Community 

Center, volunteered at the G.I.A. basketball summer league. Antonia is an exceptional 

young lady with a big heart two always gives to others. Principal Edwards then 

introduced Jessica Taddeo.  He said that Jessica is not only an outstanding academic 

student, she is a kind, mature and respectful young lady who involves herself in a variety 

of impressive roles and activates in the school community.  Jessica was inducted in the 

McGlynn Middle School chapter of the National Junior Honor Society in grade seven and 

presently serves the school as a peer leader where she organizes anti-bullying campaigns 

and promotes cultural awareness.  Jessica has also participated in the annual Harvest 

Energy Festival for the past three years. 



 

Discussion: 

Ms. Cugno congratulated the students.  She said that she had attended last year’s program 

and it was a wonderful day that they will cherish being part of.  Ms. Van der Kloot and 

Mr. Scarpelli also congratulated the students on behalf of the committee. 

 

On the motion by Ms. DiBenedetto the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on Global Cities/Global Scholars Program 

Superintendent Belson called upon Bernadette Ricciardelli to present the report.  Ms. 

Ricciardelli stated on Friday, November 14, 2014 Marjorie Bloomberg Tiven visited 

Medford High School to present and discuss her Global Cities/Global Scholars Program.  

Ms. Tiven is an alumna of Medford High School. She recently completed 12 years as the 

Commissioner/Representative to the United Nations for Mayor Bloomberg’s New York 

City Administration.  She is now the President of a non-governmental organization 

entitled Global Cities. Global Cities/Global Scholars is a middle school program that 

connects students from around the world through Internet communications.  Students 

work on similar projects during the course of a semester and share their experiences.  

Please find attached a two-page description of the program. As a result of her visit and 

discussion with our team, Medford will begin participation in the program this January.  

Seventh grade teachers from both the Andrews and the McGlynn Middle schools are 

working on the details under the coordination of Curriculum Director Bernadette 

Riccardelli. Initial participation in January 2015 with full participation of all grade seven 

students planned for September 2015.  Grade seven social studies teachers for the pilot 

are Ryan McCarthy, Kathy O’Donoghue, Brian Villard and Frank Zizzo. The curriculum 

program for this year is titled “Water Wise” and is focused on water as a natural resource 

that affects the human and societal condition.   Students will examine how water shapes 

city life and is a key component of environmental sustainability.  They will discuss how 

their role as city residents impacts water use, waste, and pollution.  Classes will develop 

action plans to address these issues in their communities. The program is no cost to 

Medford except for our time and commitment. The program will compliment the existing 

curriculum. We will have more details on the interested communities with which we will 

be interacting in the near future. 

 

Discussion: 

Ms. Cugno said that this opens up so much for students.  Is it possible to open this 

opportunity up to the high school?  Ms. Ricciardelli answered that they don’t offer a high 

school program.  It is a best fit for grade 7.  Ms. DiBenedetto asked how many minutes 

will they have to commit to.  She is concerned that this will take away from regular class 

time.  She asked if we would have to pay for this program in the future?  Ms. Ricciardelli 

said that it is advertised as a free program that is fully funded by Bloomberg 

Philanthropies.  Ms. Van der Kloot commented that this is so exciting.  Students have the 

opportunity to bridge education with other students on the other side of the world.  Mr. 



Falco said this is a great opportunity but questioned the time difference with students in 

other parts of the world and how will that be worked out?  Ms. Ricciardelli said that they 

are still working on this since students must be supervised at all times.  Mr. Scarpelli 

commented that as we move ahead hopefully all grade 7 teachers would become part of 

this initiative.  Ms. Cugno asked how would the students be controlled to only school 

time communication?  Ms. Ricciardelli said that they would not be able to log on at 

home.  We want a safe environment at all times for our students. 

 

On the motion by Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on the New Multimedia Cable Access/Chapter 74 Studio 

Superintendent Belson reported that the program will enable our educational media 

program to become a substantially enhanced learning opportunity eligible for full Chapter 

74 designation.  The plan calls for a full studio renovation with the latest digital 

equipment and a formal state approved curriculum (see attached).  Our students will have 

the opportunity to learn skills that can make them prepared for multiple media 

occupations. Additionally the program will coordinate with our community’s need for 

effective and robust public access and governmental programming.  Details are included 

in the attached plan. This is a wonderful opportunity for our students to collaborate in 

community projects as they develop their own skills. The construction renovation will 

enable us to seal off the high school/vocational school for public activity after hours.  

Separate entrances are being created as part of the design. The cost of the program and 

studio renovations will be paid for with cable funds and will not directly affect the school 

budget. 

 

Discussion: 

Mr. Falco commented that this is a great and exciting opportunity for students and the 

community.  He asked how long it would take to have the program approved as a Chapter 

74 program?  Superintendent Belson said approximately six months.  Mr. Falco asked 

where the two classrooms that they are taking are located.  Superintendent Belson said 

they are located at the side entrance by Auto Body. Ms. Cugno is concerned that it is a 

first floor location and asked if they will have extra security for this equipment.  Mayor 

McGlynn commented that it is a secure building and no more vulnerable that anywhere 

else, when you see the layout it can be closed off.  Ms. DiBenedetto said this is a great 

program but  he had a few concerns.  She asked when the public would have access?  

Mayor McGlynn answered that the hours have not been determined yet.  She asked if 

they will have to hire another employee to handle this equipment?  Mayor McGlynn 

answered again this has not been determined yet.  She also asked about the bathroom that 

will be lost due to construction.  Mayor McGlynn said that the bathroom that is being 

taken is currently used as a storage room. 

 

 

 



On the motion by Ms. DiBenedetto the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on Student Public Art Project 

Superintendent Belson presented the report.  He stated that recently the Mayor initiated 

and the Council approved $25,000 to fund student public art projects.  Currently, we are 

looking at locations throughout the city for the emerging projects.  You will recall the 

very powerful and inspirational mural that is attached to the Andrews Middle School.  

While not limited to themes of city history, that has been the focus of our current 

thinking.  However, it may be desirable to have students address other inspirational 

themes and ideas.  We will work closely with our art department and students on ideas.  

All projects will be pre-approved by the School Committee and the Mayor’s Office.  We 

would want to launch our initial project beginning this spring. Giving new and expanded 

“art” opportunities to our students and community is a major way to foster creativity, 

innovation and economic opportunity.  In a recent report the Public Art Network Council 

explained why public art matters, “Public art humanizes the built environment and 

invigorates public spaces.  It provides an intersection between past, present, and future; 

between disciplines and ideas.  Public art is freely accessible.” Public art can also be a 

major contribution to the economics of a city.  Cities that have strong arts programs and 

activities are more attractive to individuals and businesses.  Medford has a rich arts 

tradition and this project is a great addition 

 

On the motion by Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on Impact of Heavy Rain at Medford High School 

Superintendent Belson reported that this past December there was a substantial rainstorm 

that impacted our high school/vocational school.  Water and debris poured through the 

loading dock drain areas of the high school/vocational flooding the rear basement level of 

the building.  There was a ¼ inch level throughout the rear corridor which seeped into 

adjoining rooms. In order to extract the water, dry the areas, and disinfect the surfaces, 

we contracted with ServPro for extensive emergency service.  While the water was 

eliminated by the next morning, the related drying and environmental work was done 

over a three-day period.  Please find attached a detailed analysis on the work that was 

required and completed. The total cost of the cleanup and related environmental work 

was $17,700.54.  This cost will be absorbed in our budget plan.  We estimate an 

additional $1018.20 for repair of the affected pressed wood in the cosmetology lab. Last 

week we employed additional measures to direct water away from the building.  We will 

continue this practice. 

 

 

 



Discussion: 

Mr. Skerry asked what was the extent of the damage in cosmetology and will insurance 

pay?  Superintendent Belson said that the bottom of the cabinets that is constructed out of 

pressed wood needs replacing.  He said that the deductible is too high to put in an 

insurance claim.  Mr. Scarpelli said that it is so important that a plan is in place for future 

heavy rains.  He also said he appreciated the hard work of John McLaughlin.  Mr. Falco 

asked if we lost any floor tiles so that mold would get under the flooring.  Superintendent 

Belson answered that no tiles were moved and the entire area was disinfected by ServPro.  

Ms. DiBenedetto asked when the repairs to cosmetology would be complete.  

Superintendent Belson said he did not have a date.   

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto that the School Committee be notified of weather 

related incidents: 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 7 Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn  

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 0 

 

On the motion by Mr. Scarpelli the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on State Issues 

Superintendent Belson presented the report.  He stated that as we enter January there are 

several state issues that are relevant to our administration of the public schools.  This 

report is designed to keep you aware of emerging matters at the state level that will affect 

us as we move forward through fiscal 2015 and beyond.  Please note the following: 

Governor-Elect Charles Baker will take office and will be presenting his budget to the 

Legislature by March of 2015.  His budget will undoubtedly reflect priorities that are 

different from his predecessor Deval Patrick.   He has appointed James Peyser as his 

Secretary of Education.  Secretary-Designate Peyser is a former Chairperson of the 

Massachusetts Board of Education (pre-DESE) and former Executive Director of the 

Pioneer Institute. Most recently he has been serving as Managing Director of the 

NewSchools Venture Fund, a non-profit organization that awards grants to charter 

schools and other educational entrepreneurial initiatives.  Prior to his chairmanship of the 

Board of Education he was the Educational Advisor to Governors’ Weld, Cellucci, and 

Swift. Governor Baker will have multiple opportunities to make appointments to both the 

Board of DESE and EEC over the next four years.  This reality will not change the board 

majority for at least two years.  The board will be dealing with major policy decisions 

during his term as Governor.  The Pioneer Institute is a very strong critic of the 

“Common Core” and the movement to PARCC away from MCAS.  They are also strong 

advocates for the lifting of the “charter cap”.  They have decried the use of the “growth” 

statistic to determine eligibility for charter expansion.  As you will recall the Senate 

blocked the charter cap lift. It remains to be seen how Governor Baker and Secretary 

Peyser will proceed, but both have strong ties to Pioneer.  The Commissioners of DESE, 



EEC and HEd serve at the discretion of their respective boards.  Higher Ed 

Commissioner Freeland is retiring this year.  It remains to be seen if the other two 

Commissioners will stay throughout the Baker Administration. There are two new 

constitutional offices in addition to the Governors and Lt. Governor Karyn Pollito who 

will take office in January.  Maura Healy will succeed current Attorney General Martha 

Coakley.  We would expect to see AG Healy continue in the tradition of AG Coakley 

since they have worked together for many years.  Treasurer-Elect Deborah Goldberg will 

succeed Steve Grossman.   You will see a strong push for “financial literacy” and 

“college debt reduction” initiatives.  There may also be some new MSBA opportunities 

that can benefit Medford. Marion Ryan will continue as Middlesex District Attorney.  

She will be a positive continuation for youth programs that complement our school 

priorities of safety, security, restorative justice, and effective enforcement. Governor 

Baker has appointed long time child and family advocate Mary Lou Sudden as Secretary 

of the Executive Offices of Health and Human Services.  Ms. Sudden began her 

distinguished career at Tri-City Mental Health.  She has served as Commissioner of 

Mental Health and most recently the President of the Society for the Prevention of 

Cruelty to Children. We expect her to advocate for enhanced mental health initiatives and 

to strengthen the work of the Department of Children and Families. State Senate 

President Therese Murray is retiring and is expected to be succeeded by longtime Senate 

Leader Stanley Rosenberg of Amherst.  Presumptive Senate President Rosenberg is a 

moderate liberal in philosophy and a programmatic policy maker.  He co-chaired the 

Regionalization Task Force over four years ago with our Representative Paul Donato.  

Speaker Robert DeLeo is expected to return in his role.  Our Representative Donato is a 

member of his leadership team. Beacon Hill finance is always an interesting topic.  

Governor Patrick’s administration projected a FY 2015 budget deficit of $359 million.  

Mass Taxpayers projected a larger figure of $750 million.  Neither Governor Patrick nor 

Governor-Elect Baker indicated that they would cut local aid.  The actual number will not 

be clear for a while.  The state “Rainy Day Fund” has not been tapped to close any 

potential gap. Effective January 1, 2015 the state’s tax rate on personal income will drop 

from the current 5.20% to 5.15%.  This is an automatic rate cut that was set in place by 

lawmakers in 2002.  In FY 2015 it will cost the state $70 million and is projected to cost 

twice that much in FY 2016.  This is the third such cut under this trigger mechanism and 

the net cumulative affect will be a loss of approximately $400 million per year.  The rate 

reduction is based upon a concept that as state tax revenues grow by a certain percentage 

over a three-year period then the tax rate can be cut by .05%.  Please find attached a 

detailed analysis of this tax rate cut by MassBudget. There is a change in the Campaign 

Finance allowable contribution level from $500 to $1000 per calendar year per candidate.  

Political Action Committee contributions are still limited to $500.  Lobbyists are limited 

to $200. The Massachusetts minimum wage will go up from $8 to $9 per hour on January 

1, 2015.  Over a three-year period the wage will go up to $11 per hour.  The increase does 

not apply to educational, charitable, and religious organizations.  All our employees will 

be paid above the minimum wage.  Twenty-one states will see their minimum wages rise 

beginning January 1, 2015.  The Federal minimum wage is $7.25 per hour and the 

average across the country is $8.00 per hour. The Senate has passed and the House is 

reviewing a piece of legislation that will allow health insurance to pay for educational 

psychological services.  Currently these services under 766 (Sped) are paid for by school 



systems.  We will keep you posted. This information is to keep you updated on state 

business that affects our work.  We will update you periodically as more news and insight 

emerges. 

 

Discussion: 

Mr. Skerry asked how the charter cap would affect Medford?  Superintendent Belson said 

that he plans to give a full report on this at the next meeting. 

 

On the motion by Mr. Falco the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that meeting be adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

       Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Robert E. Skerry Jr 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


