
 

Regular Meeting 

June 2, 2014 

School Committee Meeting 

Council Chambers 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Vice 

Chairperson John Falco in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:07 p.m.  Those present 

were Ms. Cugno, Ms. DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Skerry, Ms.Van der Kloot, and 

Superintendent Belson.  Mr. Scarpelli and Mayor McGlynn were absent. 

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto that the minutes of May 19, 2014 be approved: 

Vote: 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 

Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:    5  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Skerry, Van der Kloot  

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 2 Scarpelli, McGlynn 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the Payrolls be approved: 

Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 5  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Skerry, Van der Kloot  

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 2 Scarpelli, McGlynn 

 

Presentation of Award to Erica Budina 

Director of Mathmatics and Science Carolyn Joy introduced student Erica Budina.  She 

announced that Erica was the recipient of 1
st
 place at the Massachusetts State Science and 

Engineering Fair held at MIT on May 1-3.  This award is the highest level award 

conferred at the fair. Ms. Budina will graduate this week from Medford High School as 

class valedictorian. Ms. Joy introduced the following individuals Dr. Corin Williams, 

Erica’s mentor from Tufts University, Dr. Lauren Black from Tufts University, Ms. 

Eleanor Tishler from the Massachusetts State Science and Engineering Fair and Kristen 

Bown, Genzyme Community Relations Specialist.  Ms. Budina thanked everyone for 

their continued help. She said that she plans to major in biomedical engineering at 

Harvard University.   

Discussion: 

Ms. Van der Kloot congratulated Erica. Ms. Cugno said it has been a pleasure to watch 

her grow and mature over the last four years. Ms. DiBenedetto congratulated Ms. Budina 

and reminded her to never forget where she comes from.  She also thanked the teachers at 

Medford High School. 

 



Report on Vocational Equipment Grant 

Superintendent Belson introduced Director Heidi Riccio.  She stated that the Governor’s 

Vocational Equipment Grant was awarded to MVTHS this past Friday in the amount of 

$36,000. This grant was highly competitive.  The funds will support equipment for our 

new engineering program. The grant was developed by Vocational Director Heidi Riccio 

in conjunction with Tufts University and MVTHS faculty.  The program will be initially 

offered through our grade nine exploratory program and will expand over the next few 

years.  She also announced that the school has received a grant from Eastern Bank in the 

amount of $11,000. 

Discussion: 

Ms. Van der Kloot commented on the amount of the grant and asked how much grant 

monies have been acquired this year?  Ms. Riccio answered $111,000.  Ms. DiBenedetto 

thanked Ms. Riccio for the hard work in securing the monies.   

On the motion of Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file. 

 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

Presentation of Awards to the Medford High School Robotics Team 

Superintendent Belson introduced Advisor Barbara Chyen who gave a brief description 

of the year’s events.  Vice Chairperson Falco presented the awards to the members of the 

Robotics Team. 

 

Mr. Scarpelli arrived at 7:30 p.m. 

Mayor McGlynn arrived at 7:32 p.m. 

 

Recommendation to Accept Gift to Krystle Campbell Scholarship Fund 

Superintendent Belson reported that Richard Cormio ran in the Boston Marathon and 

generated $700 which he would like to donate to the Krystle Campbell Scholarship Fund. 

Mr. Cormio is a graduate of Medford High School and we appreciate his efforts and 

generosity. 

On the motion of approval to accept the gift from Mr. Cormio and place the same in the 

Krystle Campbell Scholarship Fund. 

Yea: 7  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli,  Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn  

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 0  

Ms. DiBenedetto requested that a letter of thanks be sent to Mr. Cormio. 

 

Pre Budget Technology 

Superintendent Belson introduced Richard Trotta and Allan Arena to present the 

technology budget. Mr. Trotta began by thanking his staff.  He reported that all 

equipment is working fine.  The help desk has 96% of problems solved.  Mr. Trotta said 

that looking ahead to next year the focus will be on maintenance and upgrading 

technology. He said that one of the goals for next year will be to migrate to Google Apps 

for education and to phase in Gmail for the district.  The primary focus of the budget will 

be to support technology.  He said that every teacher has an Ipad and every classroom has 

Apple TV.  Mr. Trotta continued with the Library.  He said that the major highlight has 



been the installation of the new Destiny online catalog and library management system.  

Mr. Trotta said there is a need for two additional staff members with expertise in 

technology for this department.  Mr. Trotta then continued with the media/video 

department.  He said that this department supports the school district with media services 

for AV equipment, theater events, video services, web page management and the Ipad 

program.   

Discussion: 

Mr. Falco questioned the request for short throw projectors for the kindergarten classes 

and why it was not part of the original technology plan.  Mr. Trotta explained that the 

typical cart cannot be used because it is dangerous to kindergarten students.  Mr. Falco 

commented on the smoothness and accomplishment for the technology department during 

the PARCC testing.  Mr. Arena said that there was much pretesting done so that all went 

smoothly during testing. Mr. Falco asked what problems have not been addressed by the 

help desk.  Mr. Trotta answered that they are monetary problems.  Ms. Van der Kloot 

said that the request for $26,000 for library books seems low and asked what is needed.  

Mr. Trotta replied that both fiction and non fiction printed materials are needed.  Ms. Van 

der Kloot asked if his report reflected the needs of the other schools.  He answered that at 

the end of his report is an addendum which is not part of the departmental budget with 

the other schools requests.  Mr. Scarpelli asked if we will be adding any new technology 

labs at Medford High School.  Mr. Trotta explained that there are seven labs presently.  

Mr. Arena explained a need to increase bandwidth.  Mr. Scarpelli requested that the 

technology department prioritize their needs so that during budget they are aware.  Mr. 

Scarpelli then questioned the security cameras at the McGlynn School.  Mr. Arena 

explained about the repairs to the cameras.  The committee requested a copy of Mr. 

Arena’s report.  Ms. DiBenedetto asked if the new science labs have new computers.  Mr. 

Arena said that he has been working with the architects on this. 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli the report was accepted and placed on file. 

 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

New Business 

School Committee Resolution  

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 

family of Eileen Shapiro.  Ms. Shapiro was a former Medford Public Schools teacher and 

assistant to the principal. 

School Committee Resolution 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 

condolences to the family of  Teh Pao Liu.  Mr. Liu was the father of English teacher 

Jody Liu. 

 

School Committee Resolution 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 

condolences to the family of  Marjorie Grant.  Mrs. Grant was a long time Medford 

resident and mother of pre-school secretary Cheryl Alpers, John Grant, Marjorie 

Martignetti and Michele McGlynn and Charlene Collins.  She was also the sister of 



retired cosmetology teacher Charlie Murphy and the sister in law of high school secretary 

Charlotte Grant. 

 

A moment of silence was held. 

 

Report on State Budget 

Superintendent Belson reported that the State budget for FY 2015 now heads to 

conference committee.  While there are differences between the two chambers, there is 

agreement on 99% of the proposed budget totaling $39.5 billion in spending.  

MassBudget’s analysis says that both chambers are “operating in the same context” 

which is created by a still “weak national economy” and a “legacy of $3 billion in tax 

cuts from 15 years ago.”  This analysis contends that when adjusted for inflation, local 

aid is 45% below 2001 levels.  Therefore, while intentions are good, the available 

revenue to fund essential and highly desirable programs and services is constrained. 

It is expected that the Conference Committee will move relatively quickly and the Joint 

Legislative budget will move to the Governor’s office where there could be some vetoes.  

It is also expected that the Legislature will override most of gubernatorial vetoes since 

this is an election year at the state level. The following is a brief synopsis of the proposed 

budget and its potential impact on Medford for FY 2015. General Local Aid through both 

Chapter 70 and Unrestricted General Government Aid (UGGA) was settled in March by 

all three branches.  Statewide Chapter 70 Educational Aid will grow by $99 million 

(2.3%) and UGGA will grow by $25.5 million (2.66%).  Medford will receive $156,438 

more in Chapter 70 ($25 per pupil) and $291,246 in UGGA. The pre-conference 

committee cherry sheet, based upon the Legislature’s proposed local aid budget shows 

$23,050,690 in estimated receipts and $7,844,541 in estimated assessments.  FY 2015 

will net (estimated) $455,666 more than FY 2014.  This is $8000 more than the combined 

increase in projected local aid for 2015.  These figures do not include funding that has 

come to Medford in FY 2014 as supplemental aid or any funding that might come to 

Medford in FY 2015 as supplemental aid. Charter School assessments and 

reimbursements look better in the Legislatures projections that those of the Governor.  

While all three branches underfund the Charter Reimbursement formula by $26-30 

million (estimate) the Legislatures numbers have had the benefit of the April 1
st
 

enrollment projections from DESE which have substantially fewer numbers going to 

Charters from Medford in FY 2015.  The Governor’s projection would be an increase of 

$457,502 next year but the refined Legislative projection is only $34,730 over last year.  

We must lobby the legislature to expedite any supplemental funding for Charters.  It is 

wrong to have to wait a full year to get the actual funding which compromises budget 

planning for municipalities and school districts.  Recent Beacon Hill action fully funded 

the Charter line for FY 2014. The Special Education Circuit Breaker line is close to full 

funding in both chambers.  The Senate is slightly higher by $3 million. Agreement in this 

important area helps to stabilize our special education extraordinary placements cost 

budget. The Senate has strongly supported the Non Resident Transportation of pupils line 

item (Minuteman) by fully funding it at $3,020,613.  The House is at $1,500,000.  Last 

year the Senate figure prevailed and we received 94% of our cost versus 4% the year 

before.  The difference to us in dollars between the House and Senate is approximately 

$30,000. Homeless Transportation seems stuck at 50% of need assuming no increase in 

enrollment.  The State Auditor had determined that this was an unfunded mandate but the 

legislature has declined to fully fund in either branch. Kindergarten Aid is level funded in 



the House budget and $3 million less in the Senate.  Since full day kindergarten is 

expanding in the Commonwealth even level funding signals a decrease in aid to Medford.  

It is hard to project this figure since we do not know all the possible distributions. The 

funding for the Children’s Trust fund is stable and we have been notified that we are level 

funded by that agency.  This is good news since the grant from Children’s Trust will 

serve more communities than before.  This funding supports our Family Network. 

Early Education and Care programs will be impacted by both the Senate and House 

budgets.  While the Senate budget is $20.1 million higher overall than the House version 

the overall commitment to this area is well below the need amounts and about $175 

million less than the amount appropriated in FY2001 (adjusted for inflation).  Everyone 

knows the importance of early childhood education but funding is very constrained. The 

Senate allocates more funding than the House to English language Acquisition but much 

of this new amount is it passes the Conference Committee will go to the Gateway 

Communities. Both the House and Senate budgets call for the formation of a Foundation 

Budget Review Commission.  It is universally agreed that the Foundation Budget’s 

underlying assumptions are way out of date (21 years ago).  This is both an opportunity 

and a concern.  Medford must be active as this new formulation is developed.  The last 

time the formula for Chapter 70 was established we were adversely affected.  This cannot 

be allowed to happen again. Of course a formula is only as good as the revenue that backs 

it up.,  A strong economy and a realistic tax base is essential to ensuring that any formula 

is adequate to meet the fundamental needs and goals of education and other community 

services. We will keep you posted on the State budget as it progresses. 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file. 

 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Mayor McGlynn left at 8:30 p.m. 

 

Pre Budget ELL 

Superintendent Belson introduced Leslie Trotta to present the report. Ms. Trotta gave a 

brief overview of the program including the year’s highlights, staffing needs, goals and 

objectives and budget requests for next year. She stressed the need for new books, two 

additional teachers and clerical support for next year.   

Discussion: 

Ms. Cugno asked if we have software that we can use instead of buying books. Ms. 

Trotta replied that most of the classrooms do not have computers.  Ms. Cugno asked if 

they had computers would they be utilized.  Ms. Trotta answered yes.  Ms. Cugno asked 

Ms. Trotta to submit a report on how many computers that they have and how many are 

needed.  Ms. Van der Kloot asked if we need more computers or if more Ipads are the 

way to go.  Mr. Scarpelli said that if teachers are needed make sure that it is a priority at 

budget.  Ms. DiBenedetto said that she is glad that we are moving toward compliance and 

that we provide these students with the best education possible.  Any technology items 

we can purchase would be beneficial to these students.  Ms. Van der Kloot asked to see 

the DESE response to CPR. 

 

 



On the motion of Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file. 

 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Report on 2015 PARCC/MCAS Choice 

Superintendent Belson reported as you know the Medford Public Schools administered 

the “field test” of the PARCC exams this year.  All schools were assigned various pilot 

elements of the test by DESE.  Only the Vocational and Curtis-Tufts were not assigned a 

pilot test.  Most schools in Massachusetts participated in this year’s field test. Overall, the 

“field test” in Medford went well.  Some of our schools/grades took the test on computers 

and others as a paper and pencil test.  Our technology held up well with only a few minor 

glitches. The Massachusetts Board of Education and DESE have not made a final 

decision on whether PARCC will replace MCAS.  That decision will be made by October 

2015.  Next year school districts must make a local decision as to whether they will 

continue to try out PARCC or revert to MCAS.  The choice must be made by the School 

Committee (see attached).  There are two decision dates and multiple variables that must 

be considered as we make our choice.  Therefore it is important to discuss this matter 

now as the first deadline is June 30, 2014. Over the last few weeks we have attended 

several workshop sessions with DESE and MASS to review PARCC and to discuss the 

“choice” for next year.  Please find attached significant materials on this topic as 

provided to us by DESE.  Also attached is a letter from MASC Legal Counsel Stephen 

Finnegan explaining the role of the School Committee in this selection process.  MASS 

legal counsel Michael Long concurs with MASC on this matter. Important notes include 

whether or not the State adopts PARCC or stays with MCAS, the assessment tool will 

change to more completely reflect the full range of “common core” standards.  In time 

testing will be computer based rather than paper/pencil. Next year the PARCC option will 

provide both a paper/pencil and online version of its assessment in case there is a concern 

about technology.Districts that choose to administer PARCC in the Spring of 2015 will 

be able to do so at “No Risk”.  They will have their 2015 accountability levels “held 

harmless”. Students will take either PARCC or MCAS next year; there will be no double 

testing. MCAS will be administered to Grade 10 students as usual.  MCAS science will 

also be done as usual. Districts that choose PARCC for 2015 can limit the testing to 

grades 3-8.  They can exempt grades 9-11. Results will be reported out on an individual, 

school, and district level.  They will be calibrated with MCAS scoring using a method 

called “equipercentile” in order to offer comparisons. 

Decision Making Timetable: 

June 30, 2014: Districts interested in a choice guarantee will submit their decision for 

grades 3-8.  If Medford were to choose MCAS on June 30, 2014 we would not be able to 

participate in PARCC for Spring 2015. 

October 1, 2014:  If Medford chooses PARCC on June 30, 2014 we can either affirm 

that decision or switch back to MCAS by October 1, 2014. 

October 31, 2014:  If PARCC is chosen Medford would then make a final decision to 

use paper/pencil or online assessment.  This can be done school by school.  It can vary 

across the district.  Superintendent Belson recommended that the School Committee 

approve PARCC testing for the June 30, 2014 deadline and retain the option to reverse 

the decision by the October 1, 2014 decision. 



Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto voiced her concerns including that she feels we should be careful 

approving PARCC because she feels the state is dangling a carrot over our head. She also 

said that since we have no data from this recent testing the state is asking us to blindly 

chose this new test.  Also she would like to hear from the community to see how they 

feel.  She stressed it is time to send a message to DESE.  We need to do what is best for 

our students and our community.  Superintendent Belson said that we would have three 

months to talk to community members and other districts to see what they think.  Diane 

Caldwell gave a brief overview of the PARCC testing that was given recently.  Ms. 

Cugno feels that opting for PARCC with three months for a final decision is a good idea.  

Ms. Van der Kloot asked why is DESE giving us the option.  Are they just doing is so 

that they can then say that 97% of the districts chose PARCC. She feels strongly that 

there needs to be discussion on this subject.  It is time to make a stand as a school 

committee.  She also said that she is not ready to have students tested every year, 

sometimes even twice a year.   

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto seconded by Mr. Skerry to table the recommendation 

for two weeks: 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 3  DiBenedetto, Skerry, Van der Kloot  

 Nay: 3  Cugno, Falco, Scarpelli 

 Absent: 1 McGlynn 

Motion failed.  

 

Much discussion continued on the subject among members. 

 

On the motion of Ms. Cugno seconded by Mr. Scarpelli that the Medford School 

Committee approve PARCC testing for the June 30, 2014 deadline and retain the option 

to reverse that decision by the October 1, 2014 deadline. 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 3  Cugno, Falco, Scarpelli 

Nay: 2  DiBenedetto, Skerry  

 Absent: 1 McGlynn 

 Abstain: 1 Van der Kloot 

Recommendation was approved. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that meeting adjourn at 9:48 p.m. 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Robert E. Skerry Jr. 

Secretary 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


