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The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 
McGlynn, in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:01 p.m.  Those present were Ms. 
Cugno, Mr. Falco, Ms. Guzik, Mr. O’Keefe, Mr. Scarpelli, Ms. Van der Kloot and 
Superintendent Belson. 
 
On the motion of Ms. Guzik that the minutes of May 16, 2011 be approved: 
Voted: Approval of Minutes. 
 
On the motion of Ms. Cugno that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 
Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 
Roll Call: 
 Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0   
 
On the motion of Mr. O’Keefe, that the Payrolls be approved: 
Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 
Roll Call: 
 Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0   
 
Mr. Scarpelli requests suspension of the rules to make presentations. 
Presentation of Science Awards 
     Dr. Krueger, Headmaster of Medford High School presented Audrey Carmosino with 
a plaque for being named “Green Teacher”.   Ms.Van der Kloot presented the following 
middle school students with certificates from the School Committee:  Sachin Sharma, 
Carson Kurtz-Rossi, Abby McCarthy, Adrienne Porrazzo and then acknowledged  
Medford High School Freshman Erica Budina for her many accomplishments this year. 
Presentation of Volunteer Math Tutor Awards.   
Ms. Guzik presented certificates to the following volunteer Grade 2 math tutors: 
Charlotte Swartz, Program Coordinator, Kris Johnson, Leader of the Medford School 
Volunteers, Site Coordinators Bonnie Wargo, Brooks School and Lorraine Corso, 
Columbus School. 

Brooks School Volunteers 

 Fred Aluia   Ariana Roche 
Cambia Davis    Margaret Nazarus 
Rita Banford   Victoria Powell 



 

Columbus School Volunteers 

Bruce Kulik   Jackie Fitch 
Divya Sharna   Cassandra Madeiros 
Nancy Carbone  Katie Selcraig 
Patrick Donnellly 
  

Presentation of Vocational School Carpentry Shop Certificates 
Mr. Falco presented Vocational School Teacher Joseph Grinley and students Patrick 
Brennan and Michael Kelley with certificates. Other students were honored but not 
present. 
 
Also while under suspension, Mr. Falco congratulated the students who are participating 
in the Art Show at Springstep.  He said they all did a fabulous job and would like to 
invite them to a future meeting to receive a certificate from the School Committee. 
Ms. Van der Kloot commended the Andrews School for the recent production of the 
Music Man.  She said that everyone did a fabulous job. 
Mr. O’Keefe would like to invite the spring athletes to a future meeting also. 
Also congratulations were given to the McGlynn School for their Memorial Day 
Program, the Andrews School and the 5th grade Italian students who recently competed in 
the CASIT program in the North End. 
 
Ms Van der Koot invited student Abby McCarthy to present a letter to the School 
Committee.  Abby read a letter to the school committee and Superintendent requesting 
faster computers and printers that work so that the students can do their assignments at 
school.   
Mayor McGlynn thanked Abby and replied stating that all members are in favor of 
upgrading the computer technology throughout the school district.  
  
Report on Shore Collaborative 
Superintendent Belson introduced Jackie Clark, Executive Director of Shore to present 
the report.  Shore is a multi-faceted educational agency/collaborative that serves 
students/adults with disabilities; provides professional development to educators; 
coordinates vocational programs, and helps secure federal and state aide for member 
communities.  Shore is one of several collaboratives across the state that help school 
districts regionalize services consistent with the current trends in state government. 
Medford, along with Chelsea, Everett, Malden, Revere, Saugus, and Winthrop are 
Shore’s founding/charter member districts.  Currently Cambridge, Northeast Vocational 
Technical High School, Somerville and Waltham are adjunct members of Shore.  These 
districts enjoy member tuition rates and access to all Shore services and collaboration 
opportunities but do not have a seat on the Board of Directors.  Ann Marie Cugno serves 
as the representative for Medford. 
Discussion:  One member questioned how the money is transferred from Shore’s account.  
Also whether the Board of Directors meetings were posted and are the meetings minutes 
available.  Ms. Clark responded that the meetings are posted according to the Open 
Meeting Laws, the next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 14th at 6:30 p.m. and all 



are welcome to attend.   She also stated that the minutes are posted on the website.   
Discussion was held on monies and where they are being spent.  Superintendent Belson 
said that Shore has served Medford exceptionally well. The monies from Shore are put 
directly into the budget each year.  SOLVED saves money to the member districts, 
Medicaid has brought millions into the communities.  Shore has also coordinated the 
DESAC work for RTTT.   
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the report be accepted and placed on file: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
While under suspension the following resolutions were made: 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 
condolences to the family of Carmella “Millie” Fantasia.  Millie was the 
mother-in-law of State Representative Paul J. Donato.  Be it resolved that 
the Medford School Committee observe a moment of silence for Millie 
Fantasia. 

 
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 
condolences to the family of Margaret Pagliarulo.  Mrs. Pagliarulo was the 
mother of Charles and Michael Pagliarulo and the sister of Medford 
teacher Jack Dempsey.  Be it resolved that the Medford School Committee 
observe a moment of silence for Margaret Pagliarulo. 
 

 
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 
condolences to the family of Richard Vining.  Mr. Vining was the uncle of 
Ron Vining.  The Vining family has been very generous over the years to 
the City of Medford.  Be it resolved that the Medford School Committee 
observe a moment of silence for Richard Vining. 

 
  A moment of silence was held. 
 

Mr. O’Keefe offered congratulations to Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Convery on 
the occasion of their 60th  wedding anniversary. 

 
Mr. O’Keefe said that on his resolutions submitted on May 16, 2011 #5 Lena 
DiGiantomasso has received the MASC Lifetime Award so therefore he would like to 
nominate Bill Brady – Approved.  The rest of the resolutions are received and placed on 
file. 
 
Update Report on Andrews Principalship 
Superintendent Belson said that after public interviews of three candidates the 
administration conducted deep reference checks and consulted with members of the 
Andrews community.  It was determined that while the three finalists offered possibilities 
for leadership of the school, there were concerns.  The administration then revisited an 



alternative possibility with the Andrews community and found strong support. Therefore 
Superintendent Belson is appointing Paul D’Alleva, current Assistant Principal, as 
Principal of the Andrews School. 
Discussion:  Congratulations were given to Mr. D’Alleva and members of the committee 
want to be assured that the Assistant Principal position remains in the budget.   
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the report be accepted and placed on file: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
Public Discussion of Kindergarten Entrance Age 
Mayor McGlynn invited anyone that wished to speak of the subject to come forward.   
 
Kathy Aluia, 26 Lawlor Road, Medford said that her concerns were loss of funding, no 
universal preschool, the stress on the system and demographics.  For those reasons she 
said she would like to see the entrance age remain as is. 
Highlights of the discussion by members is as follows: 

� Not enough help for kindergarten – difficult to handle all the mandates – 
kindergarten is not what it used to be. 

� All the hard work done is appreciated – meetings with the teachers had the most 
impact on decisions – they are dealing with situations every day. 

� Not an easy question to answer – hopefully we are making the right decision. 
� Kindergarten teachers are the ones who know best  
� Since there is no preschool it is best to get them into school as soon as we can. 
� Older students do better socially and emotionally even without preschool. 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli, seconded by Mr. O’Keefe to change the entrance age to 5 
years by August 31st effective School Year 2012-2013. 
Roll Call: 
 Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0   
 
Recommendation to Approve Field Trip to Costa Rica 
Rita DiCarlo, Coordinator of Foreign Languages presented the information to the 
committee regarding an educational and cultural trip to Costa Rica during the 2012 
February vacation week.  Nelida Lepore will be the trip leader.  The National Educational 
Alliance is the agency that will be used to coordinate the activities and travel.  This 
organization provides professional liability and medical insurance. 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the report be accepted and placed on file: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

Ms. DiCarlo also told the committee about the McGlynn School students and the recent 
competition that was held in the North End.  The students won $1000 from CASIT.  She 
also mentioned to the committee that she was selected by the College Board to attend the 
annual conference with all expenses paid.  



Report on Tritec 
Superintendent Belson introduced Molly Laden, Executive Director of Tritec and 
Kathleen Grace, Coordinator of the Teacher Learning Center at Medford High School.   
Ms. Laden presented a brief overview of Tritec.  Ms. Laden stated that Tritec has three 
major grants in the works at the present time.  They are the Teaching American History 
Grant Becoming America, The Massachusetts Mathematics and Science Partnersihip 
Program and ARRA Title IID Technology Professional Development Grant.  Since its 
inception Tritec has acquired over six million dollars in grants for the districts it serves.  
This year alone Medford has received $153,920 from outside sources.   
Discussion:  One member questioned Ms. Laden on the location of the Tritec office.  
Tritec pays the City of Everett to rent office space in city hall.  It was questioned whether 
Medford could find available space for them when the lease expires.  Superintendent 
Belson stated that the Tritec books are audited by Rucci and Bardaro.  Also that no one 
the board gets paid.  The teachers are the ones that reap the benefits. 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the report be accepted and placed on file: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
Under old business on the motion of Mr. O’Keefe  
Motion was accepted and placed on file. 
 
Technology Plan Update 
Superintendent Belson introduced Richard Trotta, Director of Media, Technology and 
Fine Arts.  Mr. Trotta said that this mission is about kids.  His highlights are as follows: 

� Students must be active learners; technology allows this 
� Committee has identified the technology needs across the district 
� Needs to be a configuration of labs and classrooms 
� Technology changes so fast it has to be determined what is best kind of 

technology for our district 
� pc or apple computers? 
� Ongoing process with the advisory committee – recommendations will be sent to 

the Superintendent 
� Presently setting up meetings with the building principals and teachers for their 

input 
� Project will be financed through Capital Improvement 

Discussion:  Technology upgrade needs to be citywide.  WIFI should be in the long-term 
plan.  Major concern is the students.   Need to get to the parents to make them aware and 
have them take an active role in this project.  
On the motion of Mr. Falco that the report be accepted and placed on file: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

Five members of Advocating4mps asked to be heard.  They stated that they are in support 
of the technology upgrade and will support, help and partner with the Medford Public 
School in anyway possible. 



Report on the State Budget 
Superintendent Belson presented the report.  He said that the Massachusetts Senate has 
passed its version of the state budget.  The discussion now goes to a conference 
committee of the two chambers.  The conference committee reports out its 
compromises/plan both chambers must vote yea or nay on the package.  No changes are 
permitted.  He said that he will keep the committee posted as information is available.  
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the report be accepted and placed on file: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot to go into Executive Session for the purpose of 
discussion of negotiations and legal matters and the custodian grievances at 9:46 p.m.   
Roll Call: 
 Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0   
 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted: 
 
       John Falco 
       Secretary 
 
 


