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The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 

McGlynn, in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:01 p.m.  Those present were Ms. 

Cugno, Mr. Falco, Ms. Guzik, Mr. O’Keefe, Mr. Scarpelli, Ms. Van der Kloot and 

Superintendent Belson. 

 

On the motion of Ms. Guzik, that the minutes of February7, 2011 be approved: 

Voted: Approval of Minutes. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 

Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 

Roll Call: 

 Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 

 Nay:  0 

 Absent: 0  

 

On the motion of Mr. O’Keefe, that the Payrolls be approved: 

Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 

 Nay:  0 

 Absent: 0  

 

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the rules be suspended to make a presentation.  

Voted: suspension of rules. 

 

Ms. Van der Kloot invited Director of Humanities Bernadette Ricciardelli to come 

forward along with English teachers Jodi Liu, David Ambrose and Eric Esner.  The 

teachers each gave a brief introduction about the Boston Globe writing awards.  The 

following is a list of the student award recipients: 

Gold Key 
Leila Walker '14: Personal Essay, "Car Wash" 

Nicole Avella '13: Short Story, "Food for Thought" 

 

Silver Key 
Kylie Baker '13: Short Short Story, "Borderline" 

Anika Chowdbury '13: Humor, "A Day at the Theater" 

Renee Gramolini '12: Short Short Story, "Silver Lining" 



 

Honorable Mention 
Amy Lam '14: Personal Essay, "The Ride" 

Kristen McCarthy '14: Personal Essay, "Hands and Memories" 

Gaelle Rigaud '14: Personal Essay, "The Teddy I Didn't Want" 

Barbara Araya '13: Short Short Story, "Night" 

Tommy Calautti '13: Short Short Story, "It's Never Too Late" 

Isabelle Thibault '13: Short Short Story, "Footprints at the Station" 

Alexander Nguyen '13: Science Fiction/Fantasy, "Touf's Quest of Love, Vengeance, and  

Pride" 

Kevin Nguyen '13: Poetry, "Silent Night, Change, The End, Memories, Shoes" 

Evan Nigro '13: Humor, "Life in the C.I.A." 

Jane Smith '12: Short Story, "It Takes Rain to Make a Rainbow" 

 

It was noted that the students that received the Gold Key award will be entered in the 

National Competition. 

 

 

Report of the Support Services Subcommittee Meeting – February 9, 2011 

Chairperson John Falco read the minutes of the meeting to the committee.  He explained 

that the two main purposes of the meeting were to review/create guidelines for coaches’ 

programs that are part of community schools and to review existing/potential programs to 

be operated thru community schools.  The current programs and the financial information 

regarding these programs was discussed.  Suggestions on how the programs should be 

structured in the future was discussed.  Superintendent Belson said that the roles of 

booster clubs needed to be clarified also.  A discussion was held on the topic of the Field 

of Dreams.  Mr. Scarpelli suggested starting programs quickly and would get information 

to Mr. Maloney. Mrs. Cugno raised the issue of resident cost vs. non-resident cost.  No 

decision was made.  Mr. Falco would like a survey conducted to see what residence 

preferences are.   

Discussion:  Members discussed Booster Clubs and having one club for all sports; not 

one for each sport.  Discussion needs to be held on how the money will be allocated.  

Most felt that you cannot keep going to the same donors in this economy.   

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli the item was referred to Committee of the Whole. 

 Vote: 

Yes: 7 

No: 0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report of Curriculum Subcommittee Meeting – March 3, 2011 

Chairperson Van der Kloot read the minutes of the meeting to the committee.  She 

explained that the purpose of the meeting was to review the mathematics curriculum K-8.   

Superintendent Belson presented an overview of the curriculum.  He stated that there are 

many different philosophies about what should be taught in math and the way it should 

be taught.  He said that all curriculum packages have gaps and must be supplemented 

with additional materials.  Superintendent Belson introduced Director of Mathematics 



Carolyn Joy who described the current program.  Much discussion was held on the topic.  

Parental input and recommendations were made.   Ms. Joy also explained the Poincarre 

program and the partnership with Tufts University.   

Discussion:  Superintendent Belson found it to be a good meeting.  He said that we need 

to made a sharp assessment of our teachers and target professional development to help 

the ones that need it.  Supplemental materials are also needed to fill in the gaps.  Parental 

workshops are being scheduled to help parents.  These workshops are being scheduled for 

the end of March.  Professional development workshops are also being scheduled for the 

end of the month.   

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the report be accepted and placed on file. 

Vote: 

Yes: 7 

No: 0 

Absent: 0 

 

Also while under suspension:  

School Committee Resolution: 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 

condolences to the family of  Elizabeth “Betty” Miles former Title I 

Director of the Medford Public Schools and wife of the late Robert Miles 

former principal of the Swan School. 

A moment of silence was held. 

 

Community Participation: 

 Dan Sarno 

 75 Station Landing 

 Medford, MA 

Mr. Sarno, Director or Operations Medford Community Cablevision (Channel 3) was 

given permission to speak.  Mr. Sarno introduced himself and explained what Medford 

Community Cablevision is about.  He stated that Channel 3 is a public access station for 

residents and students.  He is trying to implement more community and youth outreach 

programs with possible workshops and summer programs.   

Discussion: A member suggested contacting the Director of Media and Technology to see 

if there is some way to form a partnership.  Another member suggested contacting the 

elementary PTO’s for after school programs.  The committee invited Mr. Sarno to a 

subcommittee meeting for further discussion. 

On the motion of Ms. Cugno that the report be accepted and placed on file. 

Vote: 

Yes: 7 

No: 0 

Absent: 0 

Report on Kindergarten Registration Process for SY 2011-2012 

Director of Elementary Education Diane Caldwell presented the report.  Ms. Caldwell 

said that the registration process would begin on Monday, March 21, 2011 in the Parent 

Information Center at Medford High School.  Medford will sponsor a Building Bridges 

evening with parents at Medford High School on April 12
th
 at 7:00 p.m. and repeat the 



program on April 28
th
 at the Pubic Library for those who cannot attend the first 

presentation.  

Discussion:  Members stressed that the public should be informed that there is no change 

in the cut-off date for the SY 2011-2012.   

On the motion of Mr. O’Keefe that the report be accepted and placed on file.  

Vote: 

Yes: 7 

No: 0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on Changes to State Curriculum Frameworks and Testing Program 

Assistant Superintendent Beverly Nelson presented the report.  Asst Superintendent 

Nelson said that on February 15, 2011 a meeting was held to review the new frameworks 

for math and English and to introduce the new test being developed by PARCC that will 

replace MCAS in the 2014-2015 school year. She stated that on December 21, 2010 the 

Massachusetts Board of Education approved new curriculum frameworks for 

mathematics and English language arts.  The frameworks are based on the National 

Common Core Standards which were adopted by the Board in July. The Common Core 

standards have been adopted by most states and form the basis of the new curricula for 

these states.  The primary purpose of the Common Core is to define the knowledge and 

skills that students must master to be college and career ready by the end of high school.  

Mrs. Nelson did a detailed PowerPoint presentation on both the new curriculum 

Frameworks and testing.  This presentation is available on the Medford Public Schools 

website. 

Discussion - State Curriculum Frameworks:  Members questioned what concepts should 

be mastered and at what level?  They had many questions and Mrs. Nelson said that there 

are many questions that the state still has not answered.  

Discussion – Testing Program:  The test is still being discussed and could possibly 

change.  Questions were raised about being technologically ready.    

Mary Finn  - 17 Wolcott Street Medford – was given permission to speak.  Ms. Finn said 

that it is the school districts responsibility to have students ready for college.  She wants 

to teach them at the highest possible way. 

On the motion of Mr. Falco that the report be accepted and placed on file. 

Vote: 

Yes: 7 

No: 0 

Absent: 0 

 

Recommendation to Approve Policy on the on the Presence and Use of Service Animals 

in Schools as Mandated by Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act 

Superintendent Belson presented the overview of the policy.  He stated that new 

regulations require each school district to have this policy in place by March 15, 2011.  

Superintendent Belson recommended adopting the policy drafted by MASC and 

review/amend it at another time. 

 

Ms. Van der Kloot requested that a list be kept of the active animals in district. 



On the motion of Mr. O’Keefe that the recommendation be approved. 

Vote: 

Yes: 7 

No: 0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on Title I Authors Program 

Director of Elementary Education Diane Caldwell presented the report. Ms. Caldwell 

said that on February 3, 2011 Title I in collaboration with the Medford Family Network 

presented Chuck Veneziano, author of My Time on Nantucket.  Mr. Veneziano read the 

book to the children and then had a discussion about the story.  Mr. Veneziano also 

autographed a copy of the book for each child. 

On the motion of Ms. Guzik that the report be accepted and placed on file. 

Vote: 

Yes: 7 

No: 0 

Absent: 0 

 

Recommendation to Amend the Medford Public Schools 403b Plan to Allow Hardship 

Withdrawals 

New IRS regulations regarding 403b tax sheltered annuity contributions to a personal 

retirement plan were approved by the Medford School Committee in January 2009. 

Occasionally an employee faces a hardship that necessitates a withdrawal from their plan  

At this time our plan does not allow for a Hardship Withdrawal.  It is recommended to 

amend the plan as follows: 

� Extraordinary medical expenses 

� Funds to prevent eviction from or foreclosure on principal residence 

� Funeral expenses for your deceased parent, spouse, child or dependent 

� Repairs for extraordinary damage to principal home due to theft, storm or other 

catastrophic event 

Employees must apply, in writing, to the Superintendent of Schools for a Hardship 

Withdrawal consistent with IRS Guidelines.  The Superintendent will determine if the 

request can be approved.  

Discussion:  Member was concerned that the Superintendent would make the decision, 

suggested a third party or the plan administrator.  Ms. Giombetti said that the IRS 

requires the Executive of the company to be the recipient of requests.   

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the recommendation be approved. 

Vote: 

Yes: 7 

No: 0 

Absent: 0 

 

Pre Budget Reports FY 2012 

Salaries 

Director of Finance and Administration Ann Giombetti presented the report.  Ms. 

Giombetti said that bargaining units have negotiated a 3% increase for FY 12.  At this 



time only a few retirements are anticipated.  Many of the young teachers are due step 

raises.  Also fewer dollars are available in grant funding.   Ms. Giombetti will keep the 

committee posted as we get closer to budget time. 

 

Transportation 

FY12 is the final year of the three year contract for Vocell. Vocell Bus Company holds 

the contract for the Regular Large Busses. The bid cost for FY12 is the same as FY11 

although FY12 will be slightly less due to the adjustment for retainage.  Currently we do 

not charge for transportation.  Perhaps this will be an item the School Committee may 

choose to revisit.   North Shore Transportation handles the late busses for the middle 

school.  Transportation costs for homeless students has skyrocketed in the past few years 

due to the economy.  The sped transportation is stable at the moment but could change if 

more out of district placements increase. 

 

Undistributed 

The undistributed section of the budget includes sick pay buy back for retirees, monies 

for teachers and administrators going from one level of credits to the next, and 

unemployment costs.   

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the report be accepted and placed on file. 

Vote: 

Yes: 7 

No: 0 

Absent: 0 

 

On the motion of Ms. Cugno to go into Executive Session at 9:45 p.m. for the discussion 

of Negotiations and Legal Matters 

Roll Call: 

Yea:  6 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 

 Nay:  1 – O’Keefe 

 Absent: 0  

 The committee returned from Executive Session at 10:05 p.m. 

 

Resolutions submitted by Mr. O’Keefe 

 

1. That the School Committee be informed why no meeting was held on February 

28, 2011 when approved and communicated by this elected body.  That a date be 

discussed and approved for a make up date for this missed February meeting. 

Request made to have the Kindergarten Meeting held as a regular meeting. Matter 

resolved.  Accepted and placed on file. 

 

2. That the Medford Public Schools explore providing a “Parent University” that 

assists parents and students with Curriculum Framework and homework in the 

interest of providing additional resources for our Medford School children. 

The startup of a “Parent University” needs financial resources.  Referred to 

community relations.  Accepted and placed on file. 



 

3. That an update on the recent busing discussion be presented in the interest of the 

Medford Public Schools. 

Issue was previously detailed.  Accepted and placed on file. 

 

4. That an update regarding the review of corner bus stop at Hancock and Main 

Street be presented in the interest of public safety. 

The issue of a cross guard at this location has been questioned but at this time the 

Medford Police are low on manpower so it will not be filled at this time. 

Accepted and placed on file. 

 

5. That the Medford School Committee be provided with a breakdown of all 

revolving school accounts balances for review and future budgetary deliberation. 

Superintendent Belson will provide a report on what monies are available. 

Accepted and placed on file. 

 

6. That the City Finance Director and Auditor provide the Medford School 

Committee with an update as to our School Administration and Finance 

Department compliance with Mass General Law Ch 71 section 34. 

Move to table. 

 

7. That an update be provided on the heating system at the Curtis Tufts School. 

Superintendent said that one day the students/staff were released early because of 

a problem with the heating system.  All parents/guardians were notified before 

dismissal.  Superintendent will provide an update.  Accepted and placed on file. 

 

8. That an update on the heat for the Medford High School Early Education 

classrooms and special education classrooms be provided. 

Concern with one bathroom used by the MEEP program is very cold.  

Superintendent Belson will look into the matter.  Accepted and placed on file. 

 

9. That the Medford School Committee recognizes the winter sports teams for their 

successful Grater Boston League season. 

Accepted and placed on file. 

 

10. That the School Administration provides the following contracts that have been 

formally and informally requested and still not received by this elected body for 

the purpose of review and future budgetary deliberations: 

a. The Japanese School Contract with Medford Community Schools 

b. The Medford School Administration Contract for Medford School 

Administrators both individually and collectively. 

c. The Medford Public School Municipal contract (s) between Shore 

Collaborative and Medford Public Schools. 

d. The Medford Public Schools Municipal contract between TriTec 

Technology and Malden, Everett, and any other school district. 

e. The School Busing Contract (s) with Vocell which expires 6/30/2012. 



f. Medford Public Schools 403b contract plan with school employees. 

Superintendent will provide.  Accepted and placed on file. 

 

11. That the statement of interest submitted to the Massachusetts School Building 

Authority regarding Medford Public Schools be scheduled and discussed at an 

upcoming school meeting. 

Superintendent Belson will provide.  Request made to schedule a buildings and 

grounds subcommittee meeting.  Accepted and placed on file. 

 

12. That an explanation as to the Federal Race to the Top Common Core State 

Standards Project involving Mathematics and the recent Tufts University Poincare 

Study be referred to the Department of education to ensure legal compliance with 

State and Federal regulations. 

Grant was approved by the Federal Government. It states in the grant that it will 

provide teachers with materials to be used as learning tools.   

Resolution removed. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 10:31p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

       Respectfully submitted: 

 

       John Falco 

       Secretary 

 

 


