
 

Regular Meeting 

November 18, 2013 

School Committee Meeting 

Council Chambers 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Vice 

Chair John Falco in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:08 p.m.  Those present were 

Ms. Cugno, Ms. DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Skerry, Ms. Van der Kloot, and 

Superintendent Belson.  Mr. Scarpelli and Mayor McGlynn were absent. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the minutes of October 28, 2013 be approved: 

Vote: 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 

Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:   5  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Skerry, Van der Kloot  

 Nay: 0 

 Absent:  2 Scarpelli, McGlynn 

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto that the Payrolls be approved: 

Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 5  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Skerry, Van der Kloot  

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 2 Scarpelli, McGlynn 

 

Committee of the Whole Meeting – October 29, 2013 

On behalf of Chairperson John Falco, Paulette Van der Kloot read the minutes of the 

meeting.The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Superintendent’s Conference 

Room at Medford High School by Chairperson John Falco. Members present: Ann Marie 

Cugno, Erin DiBenedetto, John Falco, Robert E. Skerry Jr., and Paulette Van der Kloot.  

(5 present, 2 absent) Also present: Superintendent Roy E. Belson, Pupil Services Director 

Kathy Medaglio, Curtis Program Director Anthony Volpe, Consultant James Earley, 

Sped Clinical Supervisor Jeff Lappin, and Curtis-Tufts faculty members Lance Yodzio, 

David DiMattia, Paul Hurd, Justin Moyer and Mary Monteiro. All rose to salute the Flag. 

Chairperson Falco stated that the purpose of the meeting is to review the Curtis-Tufts 

report written by Dr. James Earley and discuss the finding. Chairperson Falco called 

upon the Superintendent to introduce the report and Dr. Earley. The Superintendent 

explained the reasons why the report was commissioned.  The Curtis-Tufts has helped 

many students over the years, but there are new standards and expectations that are not 



being met consistent with the need of our students.  Also enrollment is way down and the 

current approach to students needs to be revised.  While the program is currently 

approved by the state, there is a strong feeling that approval could be withdrawn in the 

future.  Also the program with its current enrollment is not as financially advantageous as 

in the past. The Superintendent said that Walker Partnerships was the ideal group to 

review the Curtis-Tufts.  Walker Partnerships has worked with many alternative 

programs over the years and operates its own successful model in Needham.  Also Dr. 

James Early is a former Sped Director and Superintendent of the Watertown Public 

Schools.  In prior years he worked closely with the Curtis-Tufts and sent students to the 

program. Dr. Early addressed the group and used a PowerPoint visual presentation to 

summarize his report (see attached).  The report contains 32 findings and makes 14 

recommendations distributed among 6 sections. Dr. Earley stated that the Medford Public 

Schools has been proactive and has implemented several of his recommendations as the 

school year began.  The program now has a new female counselor, expanded nursing 

services, and additional instructional paraprofessional support. A meeting was held at the 

opening of school with Walker and the Curtis-Tufts faculty to review the mission 

statement and to discuss the operational concerns of the program.  The Superintendent 

and the Pupil Services Director were there for most of the meeting as active participants 

with the faculty and the Walker group. School Committee members stated that the report 

was a thorough one and gave them real ideas to work with as they addressed the Curtis-

Tufts.  Pupil Services Director Kathy Medaglio agreed with the assessment of the report. 

Walker will continue to work with the program.  The Curtis-Tufts has strong potential but 

it must make changes to be effective going forward.  It must stress therapeutic 

intervention over monolithic behavior management strategies. 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry seconded by Ms. Cugno the meeting was adjourned at 9:28 

p.m. 

On the motion of Mrs. DiBenedetto the report was accepted and placed on file. 

 Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

        

MASC Conference Resolutions Report 

Ann Marie Cugno presented the report.  Ms. Cugno gave a brief overview of the 

conference highlights and guest speakers.  The annual delegate assembly addressed 

several important issues of public policy. There were 110 delegates attending the 

meeting.  The resolutions that were approved: Funding for K-12 Transient Student 

Success – resolution passed as submitted.  Resolution 2 – Performance Assessment for 

Readiness for College and Career – amended twice – both amendments were adopted and 

the resolution passed.  Resolution 3 – Teacher Evaluation – resolution passed as 

presented.  Resolution 4 – Evaluation of the Commissioner of Education – resolution 

passed near unanimous – four voted no.  Resolution 5 – Confirming Actions from 2012- 

resolution passed. 

Discussion:  Ms. Van der Kloot wanted it known that Medford was one of the four that 

voted No on Resolution 4.  She took the direction of the Committee and therefore voted 

down the resolution.  Ms. Van der Kloot also noted that Superintendent Belson did an 

outstanding job on the charter school panel.  She also commended Ms. Cugno for 



delivering a fantastic speech.   She said this is such a positive for Medford to have Ms. 

Cugno servings as President of MASC. 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the report be accepted and placed on file: 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

Recommendation to Approve Last Day of School for High School Seniors. 

Recommendation to Approve Medford High School and Medford Vocational High 

School Graduation Date. 

Recommendation to Approve Medford High School and Medford Vocational High 

School Graduation Location at Gantcher Center, Tufts University. 

 

Superintendent Belson said that three votes need to be taken for legal purposes.  

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot to approve the June 4, 2014 as the date of 

graduation: 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 5  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Skerry, Van der Kloot  

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 2  Scarpelli, McGlynn 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto said that she would like to see the Vocational School have a larger part 

in graduation.  She suggested that the Director also make a speech and the top students 

give speeches as well.  Ms. Cugno agreed with the Vocational School’s involvement but 

she emphasized that we are trying to implement “one school” not voc side and high 

school side so we need to look into this. Ms Van der Kloot said she attended a recent 

PTO meeting and they were so happy to see vocational school parents in attendance. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that graduation be held at Gantcher Center, Tufts 

University:  

Roll Call: 

Yea: 5  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Skerry, Van der Kloot  

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 2  Scarpelli, McGlynn 

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto that the last day of school for high school seniors –

May 30, 2014 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 5  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Skerry, Van der Kloot  

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 2  Scarpelli, McGlynn 

 

 

 



Recommendation to Accept Gifts from Columbia Pictures to Columbus and McGlynn 

Elementary Schools 

Superintendent Belson reported that Columbia Pictures completed filming of Tufts 

University locations this past September.  The logistics of their production required the 

use of parking at Hormel Stadium and on Boston Avenue.  Columbia wishes to show 

their appreciation to the city by donating the following $1000 to the Columbus School 

and $1500 to the McGlynn School. These funding gifts must be approved by the Medford 

School Committee before they can be accepted by the respective school.  The gifts are 

unrestricted and upon acceptance would be deposited into each designated school’s 

student activity account for use at the discretion of the Principal. 

Discussion: 

 Ms. DiBenedetto questioned why these schools were selected to receive the gifts?  

Superintendent Belson said that it was due to the location of the filming.  Ms. 

DiBenedetto would like a letter of thanks sent to Columbia Pictures 

On the motion to accept gifts from Columbia Pictures: 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 5  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Skerry, Van der Kloot  

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 2  Scarpelli, McGlynn 

 

Report on National Assessment of Educational Progress 

 

Superintendent Belson stated that the National Assessment of Educational Progress for 

2013 has been released.  For the fifth consecutive test administration (NAEP is 

administered every two years) Massachusetts has scored first or tied for first on all four 

NAEP tests.  NAEP is administered in all fifty states and is known as the “National 

Report Card.”  While we know that Medford students participate we cannot extrapolate 

their respective scores since reporting is not student specific. While the overall results are 

good, there is still a significant achievement gap between and among different subgroups.  

There is also a need to do better at the early grade level.  Hopefully, these NAEP results 

and other state indicators will infer policy and resource initiatives going forward. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the report be accepted and placed on file: 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

Report on Legislative Initiative to Raise the Compulsory Attendance Age for Students to 

Eighteen 

Superintendent Belson reported that recently the Massachusetts Joint Legislative 

Commission on Education heard testimony on several bills regarding raising the 

compulsory age for school attendance from sixteen to eighteen. There appears to be side 

support for this initiative as most members and advocacy groups support the “concept.”  

However, many questions have been raised regarding the availability of resources to 



properly fund this initiative.  Urban school districts would be most heavily impacted by 

this change since they have the highest dropout rates.  The most typical needs would be 

for additional staff alternative program development, professional development, school 

facilities and local policy changes.  School systems continue to be wary of worthy 

initiatives that become unfunded mandates. While in Medford our dropout rate is 

relatively low, we would have students who would require programs and services.  

Sometimes, smaller numbers are more expensive per pupil as a variety of specialized 

services are necessary.  Special education services can already be extended to age twenty-

two as may be required on Individual Education Plans.  It is also possible to envision that 

this age change could generate new charter school initiatives that could prove costly to 

districts. 

Discussion: 

Ms. Van der Kloot spoke about a true story regarding a child in crisis. The door is open 

for the child to leave.  She asked “what are we doing to help these students?” She doesn’t 

want to back down just because of the cost.  Ms. DiBenedetto agreed with Ms. Van der 

Kloot.  She supports the legislation also.  Superintendent Belson said he is not against 

helping these students; it is just an example of another unfunded mandate.   

Mr. Scarpelli arrived at 7:40 p.m. 

Ms. Cugno said that as a committee they need  to convey to the legislators that they 

support this. 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry seconded by Ms. DiBenedetto to schedule a meeting with 

our three state representatives and area DCF representative to discuss this initiative and 

make sure it is funded: 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot  

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 1 McGlynn 

Ms. Van der Kloot said that the most important point is when a child is in crisis that the 

family is also in crisis so they feel the only option is to drop out.  She asked the 

Superintendent to “be a leader – how can we make this happen?” 

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the report be accepted and placed on file: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Report on Joint MASC-MASS Conference, November 2013 

Superintendent Belson gave a brief overview of the recent conference.  He said the Joint 

MASC/MASS 2013 Conference was held in Hyannis from November 6, 2013 through 

November 9, 2013.  As usual, this year’s conference presented multiple workshops and 

forums on significant topics related to our schools and public policy.  Medford was 

represented at the conference by Mayor McGlynn, Ann Marie Cugno, Robert Skerry Jr., 

Paulette Van der Kloot, Superintendent Belson, Deputy Superintendent Beverly Nelson, 

and Assistant Superintendent Diane Caldwell.  On Friday evening November 8
th

 Ann 



Marie Cugno was installed as President of MASC which is a first for Medford.  She 

succeeded Mary Jo Rosetti of Somerville in this prestigious leadership role.  Also 

Paulette Van der Kloot played an important conference role as the Division IX 

Chairperson.  Keynotes speakers included Kelly Brown, the 2011 history teacher of the 

year; Michael McGough, an associate professor at York College Pennsylvania; 

Northeastern Professor Jack Levin, an expert on violence, conflict and hat crimes; 

Michael Staver author of the book Leadership Isn’t for Cowards.  Other speakers 

included State Auditor Suzanne Bump, National School Board President Carolyn Casey 

and Education Commissioner Mitchell Chester. 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto congratulated Ms. Cugno and asked Superintendent Belson for a 

breakdown of the costs of the conference expenses.  Ms. Cugno said that her costs are 

paid by the state.   

On the motion of Ms. DiBendetto the report was accepted and placed on file: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Financial Report 

Director of Finance and Administration Ann Giombetti presented the report.  She 

reported that as we begin SY14 we are on solid financial ground.  The major hiring is 

complete although we have seven maternity leaves plus three pending.  Sped summer 

programs completed within budget, contract negotiations continue and supplies have 

been expended.  Sped out of district tuition is in great shape.  The increase in Circuit 

Breaker monies to a full 75% leaves us with $220k in protection for unexpected needs. 

Unemployment costs will be closely monitored since we are beginning the year with the 

re-appearance of staff let go more than a year ago. Contract cleaning came in under 

budget so there will be funds available if we have additional cleaning needs during the 

science lab construction. We will keep you updated as the year moves along. 

Discussion: 

Ms. Cugno asked about the contract cleaning funds and why additional monies may be 

needed for the science area.  Ms. Giombetti said that the money is there if additional 

cleaning is necessary.  Mr. Falco questioned the supply line at the McGlynn.  Ms. 

Giombetti said that it is lumped together to use the bottom line.  Mr. Skerry questioned 

whether there were any transfers between accounts.  Ms. Giombetti replied not at this 

time.  Ms. DiBenedetto asked if any dollars were carried forward from last year.  Ms. 

Giombetti replied no.  Mr. Falco asked if there are any concerns at this point.  Mrs. 

Giombetti said not at this time.    

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the report be accepted and placed on file: 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Negotiations and Legal Matters – postponed 

 



Recommendation to Approve Medford Vocational Technical High School Participation 

in Skills USA Fall State Leadership Conference 

Superintendent Belson introduced Vocational Director Heidi Riccio.  Ms. Riccio 

described SkillsUSA to the committee.  She said that SkillsUSA is a national 

organization serving high school students, college students and professional members 

who are enrolled in training programs in technical, skilled and service occupations.  It 

emphasizes total quality at work, high ethical standards, superior work skills and life-long 

education and pride in the dignity of work.  Ms. Riccio showed a brief video about 

SkillsUSA.  She also noted that monies from the Perkins Grant will pay the expenes. 

Discussion: 

Ms. Cugno is so happy that Medford is part of SkillsUSA.  She asked what shops will be 

represented and what the cost is?  Ms. Riccio said that students from construction, 

electrical, health and HVAC will be attending.  The cost per student is $350. She also 

noted that bags will be checked before the students get on the bus and they will be 

chaperoned at night.  Ms. DiBenedetto said that she is also very supportive. 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto seconded by Mr. Skerry to approve the participation 

of the Medford Vocational Technical High School in Skills USA Fall State Leadership 

Conference: 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 6  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot  

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 1 McGlynn 

 

School Committee Resolution  

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 

family of Salvatore Fragione.  Mr. Fragione was the father of Special Education secretary 

Angela Lombardo. 

A moment of silence was held. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that meeting adjourn at 8:30 p.m. 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

        

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Robert E. Skerry Jr 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


