
Regular Meeting 
October 18, 2010 
Council Chambers 

 
 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 
McGlynn, in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:00 p.m.  Those present were Secretary 
Cugno, Mr. Falco, Ms. Guzik, Mr. O’Keefe, Mr. Scarpelli, and Superintendent Belson.  
Vice-Chairperson Van der Kloot was absent. 
 
On the motion of Ms. Guzik, that the minutes of October 4, 2010 be approved: 
Voted: Approval of Minutes. 
 
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 
Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 
Roll Call: 
 Yea:  6 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 1 -  Van der Kloot  
 
On the motion of Mr. Falco that the Payrolls be approved: 
Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 
Roll Call: 

Yea:  6 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 1 – Van der Kloot 
 
The Student Advisory Committee was present to report on School Facilities.   Members 
present included Keely Smith, Trent Sullivan and Arianna Roche.  Arianna gave an 
update of the concerns of the committee.  She noted that many of the desks have carvings 
and it is hard to write on them.  They are the original desks from the early 1970’s.   The 
condition of the lecture halls is also a concern of the students.   Arianna stated that the 
water fountains are not all in working condition so students have to buy water in the 
cafeteria or purchase it from the machines.  The students are pleased with the 
improvement of the ventilation system in the last couple of months but they are 
concerned that it will not be adequate come the hot months.  Arianna said that the 
students were not there to criticize but to ask questions and seek improvements.  
Superintendent Belson addressed the concerns of the students.  The Superintendent said 
that about 100 desks have gouges on the writing surface. Replacement cost is 
approximately $125 per desk.  Regarding the water bubblers, the Superintendent 
recommended that 15 bubblers be replaced at the cost of $1250 per unit.  The lecture 
halls need a few repairs but Superintendent Belson noted that these repairs should be able 
to be done internally.   The HVAC system at the high school is doing better with current 
repairs and will continue to be monitored.  



Discussion:  The committee was concerned with the conditions of the desks.  They 
questioned whether they could be repaired.  One suggestion was that Tufts University be 
contacted to see if they had any used desks. They were also concerned with the tables in 
the science labs which need repainting.  The committee requested a tour of the facility to 
better understand what repairs need to be made.  Member Falco spoke of the graffiti at 
the elementary schools.  He had pictures that were taken and passed them so that other 
members would be aware of vandalism that had recently taken place. 
 
On the motion of Ms. Cugno that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote:   

Yes:    6 
 Nay:    0 
 Absent:  1 
 
On the motion of Mr. O’Keefe to move suspension to make a presentation to the Girls 
Lacrosse Team.   
 
Mr. Scarpelli was asked to present the certificates to the Lady Mustangs.   
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the Boys Lacrosse team be invited to the next 
meeting. 
Vote:   

Yes:    6 
 Nay:    0 
 Absent:  1 
 
Matt Haberstroh and Mary Finn from a4mps (Advocating for Medford Public Schools) 
were given permission to speak. 
Mr. Haberstroh invited the School Committee and the public to the Fall Forum on 
November 16th at the Medford Public Library at 7pm.  He stated that this would be an 
informational meeting.  The guest speakers for the evening include State Representative 
Sean Garballey and Geoffrey Beckwith, Executive Director of the Mass. Municipal 
Association. 
Discussion:  There is the need to join forces state wide  to increase funding for public 
education.  All state representatives should be invited.   
 
Report on Field of Dreams 
Mr. Robert Maloney was called to give the update report.  Mr. Maloney stated that this 
fall was experimental with scheduling and usage of the new fields.  The commitee plans 
to reconvene within the next month to evaluate and make any necessary changes.  He said 
that the Athletic Director is in charge of the fields and that athletics come first before 
rentals.  Bill Carr Jr. was invited to speak. He thanked the committee for the support.  Mr. 
Carr said that the committee needed donations for the team benches.  They approached 4 
Medford families who donated the team benches.  The families include The Joseph 
Grande Family, The Domenic Cammara Family, The William Carr Sr. Family and The 
Heath Family in Memory of Kevin Soldani. The families were thanked for their 
continued generosity.  



An enlarged picture of the Field of Dreams was presented to Superintendent Belson by 
Jay Cirame.  He noted that anyone interested in purchasing a photo that the Girls Soccer 
Team is selling them as a fundraiser.   
Discussion:  Questions were raised on the security of the fields and who is watching the 
cameras.  Also suggested was posting the fees and schedule online for the public.  It was 
mentioned that the Boys and Girls Soccer teams both clinched the GBL title on Friday.   
As a point of interest, Mayor McGlynn updated the public on the LoConte Rink. He said 
that on Thursday the City and the DCR had signed a 5-year agreement.  He stated that 
this is a permit lease and that Medford has the right to terminate at any time.   
On the motion of Mr. O’Keefe that the report be accepted and placed on file: 
Vote:   

Yes:    6 
 Nay:    0 
 Absent:  1 
Report on Harvard Club Outstanding Teacher Award 
Superintendent Belson congratulated Nancy Donlon who received one of three awards 
presented by The Harvard Club of Boston to outstanding secondary school teachers.  
Mrs. Donlon thanked the committee for the recognition.  Members congratulated Mrs. 
Donlon. 
On the motion of Ms. Guzik that the report be accepted and placed on file: 
Vote:   

Yes:    6 
 Nay:    0 
 Absent:  1 
 
Report on College Fair 2010 
Superintendent Belson said that there was a great crowd at the College Fair.  Many of the 
families in attendance were from other towns. They come to Medford because it is the 
best in the area.  College representatives enjoy coming to Medford because the staff and 
students make them feel welcome.  A presentation was made by the Special Education 
Department and Susan Woods, Director of Disability Support Services at Middlesex 
Community College for students with disabilities who must make a transition from 
school to either college or career. 
Discussion:  Many families attended.  They find it very informative and helpful.  Many of 
the colleges had information about financial aid which is so important to families. 
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the report be accepted and placed on file: 
Vote:   

Yes:    6 
 Nay:    0 
 Absent:  1 
 
Report on Moodle Online Learning Initiative 
Assistant Superintendent Beverly Nelson presented an overview on Moodle Online 
Learning.  Mr. Trotta also gave an update of the program.  He stated that Medford is a 
member of the Learning Curve Consortium and that Moodle is free with membership.  
Kathy Grace also gave a brief update on Moodle, she mentioned that at present we have 



822 total users.  These include administrators, teachers and students.  Moodle is an 
extension of the classroom.  Karen DiDomenico, computer teacher and Michele Fenwick, 
science teacher briefly explained their courses and gave a PowerPoint presentation so that 
the committee could see how Moodle works.  
Discussion:  Moodle is preparation for twenty first century learning.  Students who are 
quiet and afraid to raise their hands in class often excel on the computer.  Courses will 
eventually be offered online for credit. Many areas will be explored and expanded. 
On the motion of Ms. Cugno that the report be accepted and placed on file: 
Vote:   

Yes:    6 
 Nay:    0 
 Absent:  1 
 
Report on NCLB Grants FY 2011 
Assistant Superintendent Beverly Nelson coordinated the presentation on the FY 2011 
NCLB Grants.  Ms. Nelson gave an overview of the Title IIA grant.  This grant is also 
referred to as the Class Size Reduction Grant.  This year the allocation to Medford is 
$225,802.00.  The monies are used for funding of additional teachers at the elementary 
level. It is also used to fund our mentor program and Moodle initiative.  The private 
schools are also entitled to their proportional share of the grant monies which is 
approximately $7,000.  Ms. Nelson also gave the brief update on the Title IID Grant. 
These monies have been reduced significantly so the state chose rather that to provide 
small allocations to each district to use the funds for competitive grants for FY 2011.  
These grants have not yet been published.  When they are Medford may be eligible to 
apply. The purpose of Title IID has been to support the integration of technology in the 
classroom. 
Diane Caldwell, Grant Manager of Title I discussed how the Title I funds provide 
supplemental services to students who are failing or at risk of failing.  Medford’s Title I 
program supports classroom instruction in the essential areas of literacy acquisition.  
Medford’s allocation this year is $840,691.00.  Ms. Caldwell mentioned that on Tuesday, 
October 19th at Medford High School from 6:30-7:30 p.m. there would be a “Meet & 
Greet”.  The purpose of the event will be to discuss activities for the year. 
Diane Guarino, Grant Manager of Title III presented a brief overview of Title III.  She 
stated that these monies are awarded to districts enrolling 100 or more students of 
Limited English Proficiency (LEP).  Medford has over 350 LEP students.  Medford 
received $62,000 in funds for FY 2011.   
Eileen DiBattista is the Coordinator of the Title IV Safe and Drug Free School and 
Communities Grant.  The grant for FY 2010 was $20,776.00 and the total allotment for 
FY 2011 is only $5010 based on $1.02 per student.  The monies may be used to support 
professional development for bullying prevention as required by state law. 
Discussion:  One member recommended that the grants be part of the financial report so 
they can be tracked with the other accounts. 
On the motion of Mr. Falco that the report be accepted and placed on file: 
Vote:   

Yes:    6 
 Nay:    0 



 Absent:  1 
 
Recommendation to Approve Race to the Top (RTTT) Grant Project 
Superintendent Belson called Assistant Superintendent Beverly Nelson forward to 
present the grant proposal to the committee.  Ms. Nelson said that the grant guidelines 
require the district to identify projects for year one of the four year grant and to commit 
to additional projects years two through four; however these are non binding and may be 
adjusted as needs change. Ms. Nelson stated that the four projects that they submit for 
approval are: 

• Project 2A – Align Curriculum to Common Core State Standards (approximately 
$5,000) 

• Project 2K – Participate in National Institute for School Leadership Training for 
Administrators (NISL) (approximately $9,000) 

• Project 4A – Develop and Implement a plan to increase the percentage of high 
school graduates completing MASSCORE (approximately $12,000) 

• Project 5B – Participate in an advisory committee to develop standards based 
curriculum resources (approximately $8,000) 

Discussion:  Members inquired about NISL training.  It was explained that administrators 
greatly benefit from attending.  Also teachers who have administrators license are eligible 
for the training.  The grant will pay the cost of the training and pay for substitute 
coverage if necessary.  
 
Voted: That the Recommendation be approved. 
Roll Call: 

Yea:  5 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 2 – McGlynn,Van der Kloot 
 
Financial Report 
Ann Giombettti, Director of Finance presented the Financial Report.  Ms. Giombetti 
stated that overall expenditures are reflective of this time of the school year.  Most of the 
schools spend their supply budgets early in the year.  A few items to note: School 
Committee legal expenses, McGlynn School server replacement, possible deficit in the 
undistributed/unemployment account, Buildings & Grounds shows a deficit but it is due 
to the upgrades for Energy Conservation.   
Discussion: Sped accounts were discussed but Ms. Giombetti confirmed that it is too 
early to predict at this time.  Grants be included in financial report was again requested.  
Ms. Giombetti informed the committee that the legal expense was very unusual this year.  
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the report be accepted and placed on file: 
Vote:   

Yes:    6 
 Nay:    0 
 Absent:  1 
 
On the motion of Mr. Falco to go to Executive Session at 9:55p.m. 
 



Roll Call: 
Yea:  6 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, McGlynn 

 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 1 –Van der Kloot 
Return to regular session at 10:45 p.m. 
Roll Call: 

Yea:  5 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 2 – McGlynn,Van der Kloot 
New Business  

1.  School Committee Resolution  
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 
condolences to the family of Ansel Carnahan.  Mr. Carnahan was the father-in-
law of Headmaster Paul H. Krueger. 

 
2.  School Committee Resolution  
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 
condolences to the family of  Edna Smith at the age of 102 years.  Ms. Smith was 
a retired elementary teacher and Assistant to the Principal.  She began her 
professional career in 1939 and retired in 1972. 
 
3.  Presentation of certificates to Girls Lacrosse Team ( presented earlier in 
meeting) 

 
Resolutions 4-8 submitted by Mr. O’Keefe: 
 
      4.   That the School Administration and School Committee discuss a plan or “Kid and  
 Teen Summit: on bullying at both the middle schools and high school. 

The staff is currently working on a “Bullying” plan to meet the requirements of 
the new law.  Superintendent Belson will report back after the November 2nd 
Professional Day. 

5. That a discussion regarding recent memo from Principal Tim Blake be discussed 
and reviewed by School Administration and School Committee. 
This matter belongs in executive session.  On the motion of Mr. O’Keefe that the 
resolution be tabled.   
Roll Call: 
Yea:     5 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli 
Nay:     0 

 Absent: 2 – McGlynn,Van der Kloot 
 

6. That an update on the citywide busing be discussed and reviewed. 
Mr. O’Keefe’s concern is more of over crowding than safety.  On the motion of 
Mr. Falco that the resolution be referred to support service sub committee. Mr. 
O’Keefe seconded the motion. 
Vote: all in favor: 
Yea:     5  



Nay:     0 
  Absent: 2  
 

7. That the School Administration and School Committee schedule a general school 
committee meeting at both the Roberts School and Columbus School for a future 
date. 
On the motion of Mr. O’Keefe that the Committee of the Whole Meeting be held 
at various schools. 
Vote: all in favor: 
Yea:     5  
Nay:     0 
Absent: 2  

 
8. That an update be presented regarding the Curtis-Tufts School schedule and 

programs.  Has a proposal for camera coverage has been received and if a time 
line been identified for installation. On the motion of Mr. O’Keefe that the item 
be tabled. 
Roll Call: 
Yea:     5 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli 
Nay:     0 
Absent: 2 – McGlynn,Van der Kloot 

 
9. MASC Resolution 1 – Special Education Circuit Breaker Extension 

Vote: all in favor: 
Yea:     5  
Nay:     0 

 Absent: 2  
 

10. MASC Resolution 2 – Charter School Authorization 
Vote: all in favor: 
Yea:     5  
 Nay:     0 

 Absent: 2  
 

11. MASC Resolution 3 – MCAS Scores and 766 Approved Schools 
Vote: all in favor: 
Yea:     5  

 Nay:     0 
 Absent: 2  

 
12. MASC Resolution 4 – Charter School Funding Formula 

Vote: all in favor: 
Yea:     5  
Nay:     0 

 Absent: 2  
 



13. MASC Resolution 5 – District Consolidation, Restructuring and Expanded 
Regionalization 
Vote: all in favor: 
Yea:     5  
Nay:     0 

 Absent: 2  
 

14. MASC Resolution 6 – Mid-Year Retirements 
Vote: all in favor of tabling resolution until more information is provided: 
Yea:     5  
Nay:     0 
Absent: 2  

 
 

15. MASC Resolution 7 – Mid-Year Budget Cuts 
Vote: all in favor of tabling the resolution until more information is provided: 
Yea:     5  
Nay:     0 
Absent: 2  

 
On the motion of Ms. Guzik  that the meeting be adjourned at 11:15 p.m. 

Vote: all in favor: 
Yea:     5  
Nay:     0 

 Absent: 2  
 

 
 
 
          Respectfully submitted, 
 
        Ann Marie Cugno 
        Secretary 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


