
 

Regular Meeting 

September 22, 2014 

School Committee Meeting 

Council Chambers 

 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Vice 

Chairperson John Falco in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:01 p.m.  Those present 

were Ms. DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Scarpelli, Mr. Skerry, Ms. Van der Kloot and 

Superintendent Belson. Ms. Cugno and Mayor McGlynn were absent. 

 

On the motion of  Ms. Van der Kloot that the minutes of September 8, 2014 be approved: 

Vote: 

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 

Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:   5 DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot  

 Nay: 0 

 Absent:  2 Cugno, McGlynn     

 

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto that the Payrolls be approved: 

Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea: 5  DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot 

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 2 Cugno, McGlynn   

 

Report on Committee of the Whole September 15, 2014 

Ms. Van der Kloot read the minutes of the meeting.  The meeting was called to order by 

Vice Chairperson John Falco at 7:00 p.m. in the Superintendent’s Conference Room at 

Medford High School.  All rose to salute the Flag.  Members present: Vice Chair John 

Falco, Secretary Robert E. Skerry Jr., Erin DiBenedetto, Ann Marie Cugno, George 

Scarpelli, and Paulette Van der Kloot.   

6 present 1 absent  Also Present:  Superintendent Roy E. Belson, Deputy Superintendent 

Beverly Nelson, Assistant Superintendent Diane Caldwell, Headmaster John Perella, 

Assistant Principal Nick Tucci, Steering Committee Co-Chair Candace Van Aiken, 

Vocational Director Heidi Riccio, Athletic Director Robert Maloney (7:45) and 

community member Nicole Burkhart. Vice Chairperson Falco stated the dual purpose of 

the meeting is to prepare for High School Re-accreditation visit and to discuss M.H.S. 

pool programs, schedule, and fees.  Mr. Falco then asked Superintendent Belson to 



provide an overview. Superintendent Belson explained the NEASC visit and confirmed 

the schedule for School Committee participation.  School Committee members will meet 

with the NEASC team on Sunday, September 21, 2014 from 2:15 to 3:00 p.m.  There will 

be a reception for the NEASC team beginning at 4:15 p.m. Assistant Principal Tucci 

presented the introduction video of Medford High that will be shown to the NEASC team 

on Sunday.  The video focuses on Medford High as a “home” to its inhabitants and shows 

the spirit of the school. Headmaster Perella presented multiple information sheets on 

Medford High (see attached) to update members in current enrollment and achievements. 

Assistant Principal Tucci reviewed typical questions that School Committee members are 

usually asked during such visits. The Committee was briefed on the Standard Seven 

Report regarding facility needs. The Superintendent and Administrators discussed the 

various faculty concerns received during the self-study.  It was noted that some of these 

reports developed over the last three years and that most of the concerns have been 

addressed.  There will always be some differences of opinion and perspective on certain 

matters.  The nature and scheduling of professional development was an important topic. 

The Committee had a very interactive discussion on all the various items introduced at 

the meeting. 

The re-accreditation portion of the meeting ended at 8:27 p.m. 

 

The School Committee then took a site visit to the new pool area.  Members inspected the 

facility and locker rooms.  Questions were raised regarding expanded seating and 

accessibility.  Overall the Committee was pleased with the appearance of the new pool 

and the air quality. The Committee returned to the Conference Room to discuss the 

schedule, operation, and finances of the pool. Mr. Maloney presented the Committee with 

a preliminary sheet that identified when the pool could be open to the public.The main 

issue was to provide sufficient community assess to the pool while at the same time 

generating sufficient revenue to sustain operations,  provide regular maintenance and pay 

off the construction bond. Another issue was focused on how to attract people to the pool 

so that it is optimally utilized.  Comparisons were made with other facilities in the area.  

However it was noted that the Medford pool was a much larger facility than most other 

pools in the area. The question of pricing was another topic.  Rates were set that were 

consistent with the Somerville Kennedy pool and a lower fee was set for seniors (55+). 

Some felt that the fees were too low and that non-residents should pay more. Also 

questions were raised regarding the three-month pass system.  Mr. Maloney indicated that 

the administration would be flexible during the initial stages of the pool operation to 

encourage participation.  It was explained that staffing decisions required a predictable 

utilization rate and that the multi month pass system would help that need. The 

Superintendent projected that the pool operation would cost approximately $15,000 per 

month.  Therefore, it was necessary to base both major renters and predictable users to 

sustain the program financially. The group agreed to go forward with the current plan to 

get started.  There will be ongoing reviews.  Efforts will be made to provide greater 

community options if possible. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:57 p.m. 

 

 



On the motion of approval by Mr. Scarpelli the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     5 

No:       0 

Absent: 2 

 

Report on District and school 2014 Accountability Levels 

Deputy Superintendent Beverly Nelson presented the report.  Ms. Nelson reported that on 

Friday afternoon the Department of Education notified districts that the embargo had 

been lifted regarding accountability and MCAS scores.  She said that in 2011 

Massachusetts applied for an allowable waiver of exemption from the provision of the 

federal No Child Left Behind Law that all students reach proficiency levels by school 

year 2013-2014.  Those states requesting the waivers were required to develop alternative 

accountability systems subject to approval by the federal government.  Massachusetts’s 

new accountability system was approved to replace the original NCLB requirement.  

Under the new system schools and districts in Massachusetts are committed to reducing 

the proficiency gap among the different subgroups of students by half by year 2017.  We 

are now on an annual basis held to this new system which rates schools and districts 

Level 1-5.  This year’s data show that district wide our biggest challenge in closing the 

gap among subgroups is the SPED subgroup. Ms. Nelson said more information is being 

prepared.   

Ms. Cugno arrived at 7:10 p.m. 

 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto asked if they could receive a breakdown by school.  Ms. Nelson replied 

that is has been done but they want to go over this information with the principals.  Ms. 

DiBenedetto asked if we improved over last year.  Ms. Nelson said that accountability is 

driven by MCAS scores and Ms. Ricciardelli will be presenting that report next. 

Superintendent Belson requested a Committee of the Whole meeting on Monday, 

September 29, 2014 to analyze accountability and MCAS. 

 

On the motion of approval by Ms. Cugno the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Preliminary Report on MCAS 2014 

Superintendent Belson stated that a complete report on MCAS would be given at the 

Committee of the Whole meeting.  He introduced Bernadette Ricciardelli for a brief 

overview of the highlights of the district’s results.  Ms. Ricciardelli reported that at the 

high school level in English Language Arts forty-seven percent of tenth graders scored in 

the Advanced performance level out scoring the state performance by six percentage 

points. The combined Advanced and Proficient performance level is ninety-seven percent 

at Medford High School.  For the sixth year in a row, there are no Failing scores reported 

at Medford Vocational Technical High School. In mathematics at the proficient or high 

level Medford High School increased performance by four percentage points and 

Medford Vocational increased performance by two percentage points. In science, ninety-



nine percent of tes6t takers at both MHS and MVTHS earned a competency 

determination.   At the middle school level in science, performance at proficient or higher 

level at the McGlynn increased by fourteen percentage points.  IN ELA, the eighth grade 

at the Andrews students received an Advanced score that matched the state’s 

performance.  In science the percentage of eighth graders in the district performing at the 

Proficient or higher level increased by eight percentage points.  At the elementary level in 

mathematics at the Columbus School, attainment at the performance level of Proficient of 

higher increased by ten percentage points an at the McGlynn by five percentage points.  

The percentage of Roberts students coring at the Advanced performance level increased 

by seven percentage points and by six points at the Brooks.  In ELA, at the Columbus 

there was a ten percentage point increase of students receiving an Advanced performance 

level over 2013 scores.  Ms. Ricciardelli also said that in the analysis we have noted wide 

variability in scoring results including areas where further analysis and “drilling drown” 

needs to occur to determine an improvement strategy as we move forward.   

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto said that all are invited to attend the Committee of the Whole meetings. 

They are open to the public.  Ms. Cugno asked when the reports would be mailed to 

parents.  Ms. Nelson said they have not received any guidance form the DESE yet 

regarding this but as soon as they are received in district they will be mailed.  Mr. Falco 

said there is a very important note on page two that everyone should be aware of – that 

students not attending school in Medford like sped out of district students scores are 

incorporated into the district results.  Superintendent Belson mentioned that the 

ranking/rating system takes top two levels.  Student in lower levels are not included in 

numbers. 

On the motion of approval by Mr. Skerry the report was accepted and placed on file:  

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

 

Report on Medford Public Schools Early Childhood Programs 

Superintendent Belson reported that our Early Education/Childhood Programs provide 

significant services to the children and families of Medford.  As we begin a new school 

year it is important for all to be aware and to utilize these programs that can and do make 

a difference for educational development and family support.  The more we can do to 

close the preparation gap the better our ability will be to close the achievement gap. 

He introduced Early Childhood Director Shelly Gross and Special Education Early 

Childhood Coordinator Elizabeth Shaefer who both gave a brief overview of their 

programs. 

Discussion: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the motion of that meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

Yes:     6 

No:       0 

Absent: 1 

       Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Robert E. Skerry Jr 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


