
Regular Meeting 
September 13, 2010 
Council Chambers 

 
 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 
McGlynn, in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:01 p.m.  Those present were Secretary 
Cugno, Mr. Falco, Ms. Guzik, Mr. O’Keefe, Vice-Chairperson Van der Kloot and 
Superintendent Belson.  Mr. Scarpelli was absent for role call but he joined the meeting 
at 7:07 p.m. 
 
On the motion, to move suspension of the rules to make a presentation to Team Medford 
and then go into executive session for the matter of negotiations and legal matters: 
Voted: 
 Yes: 7 

No: 0 
Absent: 0 
 

Mayor McGlynn asked Assistant Superintendent Beverly Nelson to come forward to 
make the presentation to Team Medford.   Ms. Nelson informed the public of the school 
supply drive that was organized by Team Medford for the third year.  Sam Tarabelsi of 
Hallmark Health organized the efforts. Staples was once again a major donor. Mr. 
Tarabelsi informed the committee that Medford Kiwanis Club made a donation of $350 
and  that Armstrong and Cataldo Ambulance also made monetary donations.   Over 
$10,000 in school supplies were collected from donations from Hallmark Health 
employees and distributed to all the schools in Medford.  Certificates of appreciation 
were presented to Team Medford members Sam Tarabelsi, Patrick Kelly of Staples, Mark 
Nichols and Janet Perault. 
Discussion:  Many thanks were given for the supplies to the schools.  During these hard 
financial times it is so helpful to receive items that otherwise would not be able to be 
purchased.  Many families benefit from the donations.  A request was made to send a 
letter of thanks to the Medford Kiwanis Club. 
 
On the motion of Mrs. Van der Kloot that the committee go into executive session to 
discuss negotiations and legal matters pertaining to the secretaries: 
Vote:  

Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0  
The committee went into executive session at 7:15 p.m. 
 
The committee returned from executive session at 9:05 p.m. 

Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0  



 
On the motion of Mr. Falco, that the minutes of August 31, 2010 be approved: 
Voted: Approval of Minutes. 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 
 

On the motion of Ms. Van Der Kloot  that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 
Discussion:  Questions were raised on certain bills and answered by administration. 
Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved. 
Roll Call: 
 Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0  
 
On the motion of Ms. Guzik that the Payrolls be approved: 
Voted: that the Payrolls be approved. 
Roll Call: 

Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0  
 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the rules be suspended.  
 Gwendolyn Blackburn 
 233 Arlington Street  
            Medford, MA 
Was given permission to speak.  Ms. Blackburn commented on the Haitian Relief 
meeting that she had recently attended.  She expressed concern that the Haitian students 
in Medford do not have programs or support staff to talk to.   She mentioned that there 
will be a fundraiser road race, Hearts for Haiti, on October 17, 2010.  Ms. Blackburn is 
also concerned that the school system needs someone who speaks the language to be on 
staff to communicate not only with the students but with their parents and guardians as 
well. 
 
Report on Opening of Schools 
Superintendent Belson reported that traffic was a little slow on opening day due to the 
rain.  Class size is stable in grades 1-5.  Kindergarten will be reported on Wednesday.  
The Roberts may be a little high but we will keep an eye on it.  Overall enrollment is 
tracking the way it was projected.  There are three bus routes of concern at the present 
time.  Bus 13 leaves the Brooks School in the afternoon at approximately 2:45 p.m. and is 
arriving at the last stop in North Medford at 3:30 p.m.  A possible change to the route 
may shave only 4 or 5 minutes off the commute. Bus 2 and Bus 7 are full when the leave 
the Middle Schools.  Bus 2 goes to Medford Square and is overcrowded.  Bus 7 goes to 
the Brooks School.  The Middle School late bus will begin the end of September and may 
alleviate some of the crowding.  Superintendent Belson stated that we are off to a good 
start. 



 
Discussion: Kindergarten class size at the Roberts is a major concern to all and discussed 
at length.  As of today there are 99 students screened for 4 classes.  Much discussion on 
the addition of another kindergarten class was debated.  The number of 4 year olds in 
each school was requested.  An in depth discussion of kindergarten age will begin in 
October. 
 Jennifer Fichera was given permission to speak.  Ms. Fichera is a parent of an 
incoming kindergarten student and she felt that it would be better to hire another teacher 
now than to have them change teachers and have to make new friends in a week or two. 
 Susan Driscoll a parent of a student who had to move her class last November 
said that it was very destructive to her child.  She proposed expediting the additional 
class. 
 Rochelle Patterson, a parent of a first grade student, said that there were 25 in her 
daughter’s class last year and it was too many.   There is a need for an additional class 
right from the start of the year. 
 
On the motion of Mr. Falco to authorize Superintendent Belson to hire an additional 
kindergarten teacher for the Roberts School with monies from the Jobs Bill, seconded by 
Ms. Van der Kloot 
Voted: 
 Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0  
 
Report on Teacher Induction Day 
     Assistant Superintendent Beverly Nelson gave an overview of the day stating that 32 
new teachers attended.  Ms. Nelson thanked Nancy Donlon and Kathleen Davenport for 
their work in organizing the event. The program served to familiarize the new teachers 
with important school programs and also gave them the opportunity to network with 
administrators and new colleagues. 
 
Discussion:  It was exciting to see so much energy and excitement with the new staff.  
Great opportunity to meet and interact with them.   
 
A request was made for a list of retirees who are working – at what job and where they 
are paid from. 
 
On the motion of Mrs. Cugno that the report be accepted and placed on file. 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 
 

Report on Literacy Grant 
   Superintendent Belson called on Diane Caldwell to present the report.  Ms. Caldwell 
gave the committee the update on the Literacy Grant.  This is the second year of the grant 
and is a follow-up to last year’s grant.  The concentration will be PreK to grade 2 and 



grades 9-12.  Judy Puckett, a literacy specialist from California,  will facilitate 
professional development workshops.  Dr. Lorretta Lolloway from Framingham State 
College will provide training in content area literacy for grades 6-12.  
 
Discussion:  Medford applied for the competitive grant and was awarded $33,000. 
Monies are used for professional development usually on Saturdays.  This is voluntary. 
Next Literacy Committee meeting is scheduled for September 23, 2010 from 4-6 p.m. 
 
On the motion of Mr. O’Keefe that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
Mrs. Blackburn was given permission to speak.  She stated that many of the Black and 
Hispanic students need help reading.  Some of them can’t read. She tutors many students 
and is very surprised by how many struggle with reading.  By providing services to these 
students it would help to close the achievement gap. 
 
Report on Summer School 
     Superintendent Belson presented an overview of the report.  He reported that most 
students were able to remediate their failures and therefore move on to the next grade.  
Each year a few issues arise concerning the middle school promotion policy. The ideal 
situation would be to have a transitional program between grades 8 and 9.  However due 
to budget constraints it is not feasible at this time. 
 
Discussion: The committee would like to look at the promotion policy for the middle 
school.  They also inquired as to the possibility of developing extra help sessions for 
students.  They were informed that there is a tutorial pilot program online for students. 
 
On the motion of Mrs. Cugno that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
Update Report on RTTT 
     Superintendent Belson informed the committee that 10-15% of the monies from the 
grant are to be spent during the first year.  The union representative must sign off on all 
sections of the proposal. He will keep them informed as they proceed. 
 
On the motion of Mrs. Cugno that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 



 
Superintendent Belson mentioned to the public that Tufts University Community Day 
will be held on Saturday September 26 from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
 
Member Cugno reminded everyone of the Fit for Life Walk in memory of Officer Patrick 
Fahey on October 3, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. at Hormel Stadium. 
 
 
On the motion of Ms. Guzik that the meeting be adjourned. 
Vote: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 
 

The meeting adjourned at 10:23 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 


