
 
 

Regular Meeting 
February 27, 2012 

School Committee Meeting 
Council Chambers 

 
The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 
McGlynn in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:02 p.m.  Those present were Ms. 
Cugno, Ms. DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Scarpelli, Mr. Skerry, Ms. Van der Kloot and 
Superintendent Belson. 
 
Mayor McGlynn performed the Inauguration of the Columbus School Grade 4 Class 
Officers  
 
Student Advisory Meeting 
Charlotte Kelly Grade 12 and Rochelle Lewis Grade 12 were the students representing 
the advisory council.  The students had five items that were of concern at this time: water 
fountains, replacement of casings on light fixtures, renovations of student lavatories, 
daily opening of fitness center and the renovation of science labs. The students gave 
details on their concerns for each item. 
Discussion: 
Mayor McGlynn addressed the concerns of the students.  He said that he would request 
an update report from Rodger Windt, Director of Buildings and Grounds concerning the 
lights, lavatories and water fountains.  He also told them of the application to the School 
Building Authority (SBA) for the renovation of the science labs.  He said that at this time 
the SBA has requested more information and will be scheduling a site visit soon.  Mayor 
McGlynn said that he thought that a compromise had been reached concerning the fitness 
center; that was to open it for three days.  Ms. Van der Kloot stated that if there is a 
demand for opening the fitness center five days why couldn’t we use extra money being 
saved from plowing from now to May 1st.  She also asked what the additional cost would 
be to open two additional days.  Superintendent Belson said that we may be saving in one 
area but we are overspent in others.  The budget is stretched.  Perhaps this could be a goal 
for the next fiscal year.  We do not have excess monies.  It would be spending money that 
we do not have.  Ms. Van der Kloot also said that she would like to see how many 
students are actually using the fitness center daily.  Mr. Falco asked if a site visit by SBA 
had been scheduled yet.  Superintendent Belson informed him that a letter was sent 
requesting additional information and they are now waiting for a date for the site visit.  
Mr. Falco also expressed concern for the condition of the safety showers in the science 
labs.  Ms. Cugno asked the Superintendent to explain in detail to the student 
representatives about the grant for the science labs so they would understand the process.  
She also suggested setting up a buildings and grounds subcommittee meeting to meet 
with the students. Ms. DiBenedetto asked if there is a “plan B” in place for the 
renovations of the science labs if Medford is not awarded the grant monies.   
Superintendent Belson said that at that point a tough decision would have to be made.  
Renovations could be a capital improvement or part of the school budget.  Ms. 



DiBenedetto also asked if Medford was awarded the grant would the work be completed 
for the start of school in September.  Superintendent Belson answered that the grant 
awards should be made in late spring and then with the bidding process he did not believe 
that the work would be done by the opening of school.  Ms. DiBenedetto also said that 
she was concerned with the safety of the lights and asked if they could be checked.  She 
thanked the students for coming forward with their concerns.  Mr. Skerry asked why 
there was no representation from the grade 9 class?  Dr. Krueger answered saying that the 
elections are completed before the ninth grade students are established.  Mr. Skerry 
would like a representative from this class involved. 
On the motion the report was accepted and placed on file. 
 
On the motion of Mr. Skerry, that the minutes of February 9, 2012 be approved: 
Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 
Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 
Roll Call: 

Yea:   7  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot,      
McGlynn 

 Nay: 0 
 Absent:  0  
 
On the motion of Mr. Falco that the Payrolls be approved: 
Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 
Roll Call: 

Yea: 7  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot,      
McGlynn 

 Nay: 0 
 Absent: 0  
 
Report of Committees 
Committee of the Whole February 9, 2012 
Ms. DiBenedetto requested that the minutes be amended to include that a meeting was 
requested to be scheduled with the vocational school. This was to be a meet and greet 
with the teachers and staff and a tour of the building.   Superintendent Belson said that at 
this time no meeting has been scheduled.  Ms. Van der Kloot said that the Vocational 
School holds an annual Open House in the fall to tour the school and shops.  Ms. Cugno 
suggested having a Committee of the Whole meeting and inviting the vocational school 
teachers to attend.  This would inform the committee of what the vocational school offers 
and what it does not.  The Superintendent said that he would discuss this with the 
vocational administration.   
 

 



On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the report be accepted and placed on file 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 
At this time Mayor McGlynn read the Chairpersons of the Sub Committees for 2012: 

• Rules and Regulation: George Scarpelli 

• Buildings & Grounds: Ann Marie Cugno 

• Curriculum: Erin DiBenedetto 

• Personnel: Paulette Van der Kloot 

• Support Services: John Falco 

• Community Relations: Robert Skerry 
 
Update Report on High School Accreditation 
Superintendent Belson asked Headmaster Krueger to present his report.  Dr. Krueger 
gave an overview of the upcoming accreditation.   The actual accreditation is scheduled 
to begin on October 13, 2013 but much of the planning and self-assessment work is 
underway.  He said that the steering committee has been working on all aspects of the 
self-study.   He also stated that the seven standard committees are in place.   
Discussion:   
Ms. DiBenedetto asked what the date of the last accreditation was and if a the committee 
could receive a copy of the report including the recommendations.  Drl Kruger informed 
Ms. DiBenedetto that the last accreditation was held in October 2002 and he will provide  
them a copy of the last report.  Ms. Van der Kloot said that she can remember that some 
of the things that were noted on the last report were the pool and the mentoring program.  
On the motion of Ms. Cugno that the report be accepted and placed on file: 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 
Recommendation to Approve Energy and Resource Efficiency Policy 
Carey Duques, Director of Energy and Environment and Alicia Hunt, Energy Efficiency 
Coordinator presented the policy.  Ms. Duques said that the City of Medford Energy Task 
Force has developed a comprehensive energy and resource policy that is designed to 
optimize conservation and reduce budgetary expenditures.  She said that the policy is to 
continually improve the efficient use of all energy and other resources in order to ensure 
a future with a secure and sustainable energy supply and to apply a concerted effort 
toward achieving the highest possible level of energy efficiency and sustainability in all 
facilities and operations. 
Discussion: 
Mr. Scarpelli asked about the auto shut down of the computers.  Ms. Hunt said that when 
speaking to Mr. Arena about this he said that he has the software to do an auto shutdown 



but not sure with the new system how it will work.   However, she said that she is aware 
that energy efficiency is very important to Mr. Arena.  Mr. Scarpelli would like to have 
this in place when the new computer system is installed.  Ms. Van der Kloot asked if the 
McGlynn School was considered one complex and if the Curtis Tufts and Medford High 
were the only schools that are not energy efficient yet.   Mr. Falco asked about the space 
heaters being used when the air conditioning is on.  Ms. Hunt said that she is not aware of 
this as a concern but it was in the original document and they did not feel comfortable 
taking it out.  Mr. Scarpelli asked if there is a policy in place regarding private 
refrigerators?  Superintendent Belson said that he strongly discourages it but there are a 
few around.  Ms. Cugno is concerned with microwaves and refrigerators in classrooms 
and offices.  Ms. Hunt said that the original draft of the policy can only suggest it cannot 
mandate. 
On the motion of Ms. Ms. DiBenedetto to approve the energy and resource efficiency 
policy: 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 
Report on Professional Day Plans March 6, 2012 
Assistant Superintendent Diane Caldwell presented the report.  She stated that the second 
required professional development day for teachers will be held on Tuesday, March 6th.  
There is no school for students that day.  All teachers will be engaged in activities 
planned by content area administrators working with central administration.  The high 
school and middle school programs will be held at Medford High School.  The 
elementary programs will be held at the McGlynn Elementary School.  Programs planned 
for the elementary teachers focus on the new curriculum for math and English language 
arts.  It is the goal of all administrators that each of the topics addressed on March 6th will 
be reinforced at subsequent faculty meetings. 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the report be accepted and placed on file: 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 
Report on MCAS Schedule Spring 2012 
Superintendent Belson explained that the schedule that was provided was the 2013 
schedule and that he would provide the 2012 in the next packet.  He stated that 
participation by all students is a factor that is considered when schools are reviewed and 
rated by the state.  He also noted that this year the state will be implementing additional 
regulatory previsions which must be adhered to by school systems.  Some items of 
importance are:  all test administrators must participate in a special training and certify 
the same with the Superintendent; no cell phones or electronic devices can by allowed in 
the testing rooms; all special education and ELL accommodations must be input to our 



State Student Information System as a prerequisite.   Notification to teachers and parents 
of relevant information will begin shortly. 
Discussion: 
Ms. Cugno asked the Superintendent to post the information of the website and to email 
the 2013 MCAS schedule to athletic and youth leagues to avoid conflicts of dates.  Ms. 
DiBenedetto said that this is an excellent example of why a district wide calendar is 
needed.  Not one for each school but a central one posted on the website for 
parents/guardians to view.  She said that as we move forward she would like the 
Superintendent to find a way to have this done.  Ms. Van der Kloot said that this was 
tried before but was difficult to upkeep but perhaps it will be easier with computers.  
Superintendent Belson said that we have to make sure that the information is out there to 
notify the community and to schedule one event per night during peak times is an 
unreachable goal.  We are too big a district with too many schools for this to be a 
possibility.  Ms. DiBenedetto said there are calls for this throughout the community.  
Parents are going from one school to another; it is time to have this centrally posted on 
the website.  Ms. Cugno said that many things are planned in the summer and then 
parents have to choose what event to attend if there is a conflict.  Perhaps the principals 
of the middle schools could check with the high school before scheduling.   
Superintendent Belson said he would certainly try but it is going to have conflicts.  He 
doesn’t want to be unrealistic.  Ms. DiBenedetto stressed the fact that she would like to 
see the calendar with academic events posted and that way parents can see conflicts and 
make arrangements as necessary. Mr. Scarpelli asked Superintendent Belson what our 
policy if for missing MCAS, are there any ramifications especially around students taking 
vacations or participating in athletic events.  Ms. Cugno said that the past few years that 
teachers no longer give out homework or extra credit work before students go away.  
On the motion the items was approved. 
 
Report on Kindergarten Registration for School Year 2012-2013 
Assistant Superintendent Diane Caldwell presented the report.  She said that folders will 
be sent out to parents of prospective kindergartners.  The information contained in the 
folders includes registration information, the Essential Learning brochure and health 
information.  She also noted that an event is planned “Building Bridges to Kindergarten”.  
This presentation will provide an overview of the Medford Public Schools kindergarten 
program and the different ways in which the Medford Public Schools supports the 
transition of children and families from preschool into kindergarten.   Ms. Caldwell also 
noted that we will need to establish grade one entrance criteria for school year 2012-
2013.  She said this should be a topic of discussion later this spring so ample notice can 
be provided. 
Discussion: 
Ms. Van der Kloot asked if the local parochial schools had changed the date of 
kindergarten entrance.  Ms. Caldwell said that she knew that St. Joseph has kept there age 
at December 31st.  Kathy Aluia, President of Medford SEPAC and a member of the 
Kindergarten Readiness Committee said that two events are planned.  On March 27th 
there will be a presentation on occupational therapy and fine motor skills and on May 
23rd there is a presentation on supporting children transitioning to school.  Superintendent 
Belson said that there is a new kindergarten assessment that will begin in the fall.  It is  in 



the process of being developed now and will also include training for teachers.  Mr. 
Scarpelli asked if they could hold a Committee of the Whole to discuss MCAS 
attendance and the kindergarten assessment.  Superintendent Belson suggested waiting 
until the beginning of April that March may be too early. Ms. Cugno asked if it is 
possible to get a report on the dates that teachers and administers have been absent.  
Superintendent Belson said that is less than the state average but he can provide the 
report.  Ms. DiBenedetto asked if anyone from the after school program will be present at 
the kindergarten presentations.  She was informed that Shelley Gross will be in 
attendance to explain the programs. 
On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the report be accepted and placed on file: 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 
Report on Middle School Enrollment Choice Notification 
Superintendent Belson reported that each year fifth grade parents/guardians are notified 
of their opportunity to choose either the Andrews or McGlynn Middle Schools.  This 
opportunity is open regardless of where you live geographically.  We will ensure that 
enrollment at each school is balanced so that optimum class size and other important 
student needs are achieved.  There is sibling preference to the extent feasible.  All 
materials are on our website and cable television.  Each school will hold an “Open 
House” in March to enable parents/guardians and students to visit. 
Discussion: 
Ms. Van der Kloot asked if the information is posted online and if the application can be 
electronically be submitted.  Superintendent Belson said that all information is posted on 
the website but at this time he does not that the staff to monitor the electronic 
submissions.  It is possible this will take place next year.  Ms. Cugno asked if it is 
possible to download the form and fill it out.  Superintendent Belson informed her that it 
is. 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the report be accepted and placed on file: 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 
Financial Report 
Ann Giombetti, Director of Finance and Administration presented the financial report.  
She noted the following:  the substitute budget is tracking higher than FY11, sped out of 
district tuition is currently right on target, undistributed – unemployment is currently 
right on budget,  technology equipment – a server at the McGlynn School was purchased 
for $10,410.45 but FY 12 budget is only $5000.  The buildings and grounds utilities 
projection is slightly over budget and buildings and ground repairs only has a current 
balance of $15k for the remainder of the year. 



 
Discussion: 
Mr. Falco asked Ms. Giombetti what her major concern is at the half way point in the 
year?  Ms. Giombetti replied that the building repairs line most concerned her at this 
point.  He also asked about the elementary budgets.  Ms. Giombetti said due to the math 
program that the district uses their monies get eaten up to purchase math supplies.  Ms. 
Van der Kloot invited members to come on Tuesday mornings to review and sign bills.  
Ms. DiBenedetto asked how stipends are budgeted.  Ms. Giombetti answered that it 
depends on the stipend but the majority of them come out of the student activity account.   
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the report be accepted and placed on file: 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 
On the motion of Mr. Falco that papers be taken out of order.   
Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 
New Business 

School Committee Resolutions: 
 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 
condolences to the family of  Trudy Anne Prior.  Ms. Prior was the  sister of 
Medford Public Schools teacher Torbert Prior and the niece of the late 
Congressman Torbert MacDonald. 

 
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 
condolences to the family of Mary Camuso.  Mary Camuso is the Grandmother of 
City Councilor Paul A. Camuso. 

 
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 
condolences to the family of Kevin Clifford, Freshman Football Coach, Medford 
High School.  Kevin Clifford is the son-in-law of William Mahoney, Director of 
the Medford Vocational School and Denyce Chiesa-Mahoney, Administrative 
Assistant to the Superintendent of Schools. 

 
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 
condolences to the family of Lorraine Carmosino.  Lorraine Carmosino is the 
mother of Medford High School Science Teacher Audrey Carmosino.   
 

A moment of silence was held. 
 



 
 
On the motion of Mr. Skerry to go into Executive Session at     p.m. for the discussion of 
Negotiations and Legal Matters 

• Vocational cooperative Education Stipend Contract Language 

• Update Report on Pending Legal Matters 
  
Roll Call: 

Yea: 7 Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay: 0 
 Absent: 0 
 
The Committee returned from Executive Session at     p.m. 
 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the meeting be adjourned at        p.m.  

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
 
       Respectfully submitted: 
 
 

Paulette Van der Kloot 
Secretary 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


