
 
Regular Meeting 
December 6, 2010 
Council Chambers 

 
 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 
McGlynn, in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:00 p.m.  Those present were Secretary 
Cugno, Mr. Falco, Ms. Guzik, Mr. O’Keefe, Mr. Scarpelli, Vice-Chairperson Van der 
Kloot and Superintendent Belson. 
 
On the motion of Ms. Guzik, that the minutes of November 15, 2010 be approved: 
Voted: Approval of Minutes. 
 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 
Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 
Roll Call: 
 Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0  
 
On the motion of Mr. O’Keefe that the Payrolls be approved: 
Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 
Roll Call: 

Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0  
 
On the motion of Ms. Cugno that the rules be suspended to make a presentation to the 
Boys Varsity Soccer GBL Champions.  Ms. Cugno presented certificates to the team.  
 
Community Participation: 
Edward Hafner CDR/USN (retired) 
44 Warren Street 
Medford, MA  
Was present to request that Medford bring a Naval Jr. ROTC program to Medford High 
School.  He discussed the program and told the committee that all students are welcome 
to join.  One does not have to be an AP student to participate in the program.  The 
program teaches leadership, citizenship and stresses the importance of academics. 
 
Discussion:  The program is an elective and one period per week.  Drills are held after 
school.  Navy pays for ½ of the instructors’ salary.  It takes two years to process the 
application. 
 



On the motion of Mr. O’Keefe that the program be referred to the sub committee on 
curriculum: 
Vote: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
Committee of the Whole Minutes – Kindergarten Entrance Age 
Superintendent Belson gave a brief overview of the minutes and welcomed any questions 
that members had.  Mr. Falco requested that the minutes be amended to include the 
question that he proposed: “How many kindergarteners were retained during the last 3-5 
years and what were their birth dates?” 
Discussion:  The minutes will be posted online for the public.  Superintendent Belson 
said that the timeline for continuing the discussion would be two meetings in January and 
one in February with a decision before the February vacation.  The major points to be 
discussed are determining what is best for our students, the financial impact and taking 
into consideration that 30% of the youngsters in Medford do not attend preschool.  This is 
a very important decision and must not be rushed.  
Mr. O’Keefe discussed his resolution: 

1. That the Medford School Committee Administration explain to the 

Medford School Committee why the Committee of the Whole meeting 

recently held at the Columbus School on the topic of Kindergarten Cutoff 

age was not televised or recorded as approved and conveyed to the 

Medford parents and taxpayers. 

He requests that the important Committee of the Whole meetings be televised and shown 
at a later time.  Superintendent Belson said that there is no official vote of the School 
Committee to televise Committee of the Whole meetings.  He also said that there is a cost 
factor involved.  Mr. Scarpelli asked how much the cost would be.  Superintendent 
Belson said that it would be approximately $150 for four hours but to televise live would 
be much more.   
On the motion of Mr. O’Keefe that the item lie on the table until he gets a cost analysis. 
 
Committee of the Whole Minutes – November 29, 2010 
Amend as follows: Ms. Van der Kloot asked for an update on the social probation at the 
Dec. 9th meeting. 
Committee of the Whole Meeting – November 22, 2010 
On the motion of Ms. Cugno that the minutes be accepted and placed on file: 
Vote: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
 
Recommendation to Approve June 2, 2011 as M.H.S. Graduation Date 
Superintendent Belson noted that they should approve the graduation date before the first 
snow day so they do not have to change it.   



Discussion:  One member thought that the cost of the Gantcher Center at Tufts University 
was too high that possibly we could look into someplace else.  Others mentioned that it is 
a very nice place to hold the graduation and that the costs are within reason.   
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the graduation date be set as June 2, 2011. 
Vote: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

Recommendation to Establish Vocational School Gift Account 
Mr. Mahoney mentioned that Ms. Giombetti had suggested setting up the gift account. It 
would make it a much simpler process when items are purchased for the school. 
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli to approve the request: 
Vote: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

On the motion of Mr. Falco to authorize Mr. Mahoney to remove a camera from the print 
shop from 1971: 
Vote: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

Mayor McGlynn thanked the students of the vocational school for the great job they did 
on the holiday lights. 
 
Report on Academic Support Grant 
Assistant Superintendent Beverly Nelson presented the report.  She stated that the 
Academic Support Grant is a state funded grant that districts receive each year to develop 
academic programs to assist students in passing the grade 10 MCAS.  Funds can only be 
used for high school programs and is free of charge for eligible students.  The grant 
requires that the district provide support for all juniors and seniors who have not yet 
passed MCAS.  Medford received $35,800 this year which is an increase from last year’s 
$33,100. 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the report be accepted and placed on file: 
Vote: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0  

 
Report on Family Literacy Night 
Diane Caldwell presented the report.  She mentioned that Governor Patrick issued a 
proclamation declaring November Family Literacy Month.  Literacy Night is an 
opportunity to support children of all ages in out of school learning, engage parents in 
supporting their children’s education and engage community partners in supporting and 
celebrating lifelong learning and family well-being.  
 



Discussion:  Committee members said that the literacy posters are wonderful and more 
should be posted around the city.  Ms. Caldwell said that Bernadette Ricciardelli and 
Allison Goldsberry had worked together on the posters. 
On the motion of Mr. Falco that the report be accepted and placed on file: 
Vote: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
Recommendation to Approve Plan to Replace Caron Theater Curtains and to Modify the 
Stage to Improve Handicap Accessibility 
Mayor McGlynn stated that part of the $3 ½ million bond issue will be used for the 
updates.  There is approximately $160,000 left in the account.  The lift needs updating to 
a gradual ramp.  The approval of the school committee is needed to begin the process of 
seeking any variances, permits and bidding.   
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the item be approved: 
Vote: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 
 

Report on Medford Public Schools Bullying Prevention and Intervention Plan 
Superintendent Belson explained that a working draft has been presented to the 
committee for their review.  The plan is to go over the document at the Committee of the 
Whole meeting on December 9th.  The plan is also posted on the website for the parents 
and public to review and comment on.  
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli to move approval: 
Vote: 

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 
 

On the motion of Ms. Guzik that the committee go into executive session to discuss 
negotiations pertaining to the secretaries: 
Vote:  

Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0  
The committee went into executive session at 7:50 p.m. 
 
The committee returned from executive session at 8:10 p.m. 

Yea:  6 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 1 - McGlynn 

 
 



Resolutions submitted by Mr. O’Keefe:  
       

 
2. That the Medford School Administration confirm or deny whether the 

Office of Civil Rights in Boston is actively investigating, auditing, 
reviewing, or mandating changes within our public school system. 

 
A. There is one pending matter at the Office of Civil Rights (OCR) filed by a 
parent last April 21, 2010.   The issue involves two students of the same 
parent who is claiming that there is a denial of comparable programs, services, 
and access.  The school system filed a response on May 14, 2010.  OCR is 
investigating the complaint.  No determination has been made by OCR at this 
time.  I recently spoke with the OCR contact to ascertain if a response was 
imminent.  No timeframe has been established by OCR as of this report to you 
 
On the motion of Mr. O’Keefe to table the item. 

Vote: 
Yes: 6 
No: 0 
Absent: 1 
 

 
3. That a report on the social probation policy at the Medford High School be 

presented to the School Committee. 
 
A.  This matter was referred to the Rules and Regulations subcommittee when 
Dr. Krueger provided a report to the School Committee this fall.  The matter 
could also be taken up at our ongoing Policy Review sessions. 
 
On the motion of Mr. O’Keefe to table the item. 

Vote: 
Yes: 6 
No: 0 
Absent: 1 

 
4. That the Medford School Committee offer to the Medford City Council 

the opportunity to replay their meetings on Channel 15 in the interest of 
educating the public timely. 
Mr. O’Keefe said that many citizens have contacted him regarding 
replaying the Council meetings on Channel 15.  Mr. O’Keefe does not 
know if Channel 16 is experiencing technical difficulties at this time.  He 
will check further into the matter. 

A. City Council meetings are replayed on Channel 16.  Channel 15 is very              
busy with programming and to add council replays would limit time for other 
school and city presentations.  If Channel 16 was unavailable then Channel 15 
is an option. 



 
On the motion of Mr. O’Keefe that the item lie on the table. 

Vote: 
Yes: 6 
No: 0 
Absent: 1 

 

      School Committee Resolution  

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 
condolences to the family of Patricia Mahoney former Medford Special 
Education Teacher. 

 

      School Committee Resolution 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 
condolences to the family of  James V. DiPaola, High Sheriff of 
Middlesex County, husband of Mayor’s secretary Adeline DiPaola and 
father of Medford Teacher Jennifer Perna. 

         
A moment of silence was held. 
 
On the motion of Mr. O’Keefe to suspend the rules to allow community participation: 
 Dr. William Wood 
 25 Bussell Road 
 Medford, MA  
Was given permission to speak.  Dr. Wood spoke in regard to the event that was held in 
the Caron Theater on Saturday night.  No key to the lift was left and a disabled person 
was in need of the lift.  Dr. Wood suggested finding a better way to secure the key and 
that the staff should be aware of its location so that this problem does not happen again. 
On the motion of Ms. Guzik that the meeting be adjourned: 

Yea:  6 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 1 - McGlynn 
 
  
The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted: 
 
       Ann Marie Cugno 
       Secretary 
 
 


