
 

 

Regular Meeting 
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Council Chambers 

 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 

McGlynn in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:05 p.m.  Those present were Ms. 

Cugno, Ms. DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Scarpelli, Mr. Skerry, Ms. Van der Kloot and 

Superintendent Belson.   

 

Superintendent Belson introduced Tony Szykniej and the Medford High School 

Orchestra to play a selection of holiday music. 

 

Mayor McGlynn read the following resolution: 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee observe a moment of silence for the 

memory and honor of the victims of Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown 

Connecticut.  The Medford School Committee, administration, faculty and staff express 

their deep condolence to the families, educators and community members of Newtown 

who have suffered as a result of this horrific and senseless attack which shattered the 

lives of many innocent people.  We express our sincere hope that they will find comfort 

in knowing they have the support of an entire nation and that their sacrifice may bring 

about wiser rules that prohibit the possession of firearms in our country. 

 

A moment of silence was held. 

 

Superintendent Belson reported that our schools conducted a normal day and there were 

no unusual events that required special attention.  Police officers were stationed at each 

building and their presence was warmly greeted by parents, administrators, faculty and 

staff.  Their efforts were bolstered by school staff who helped monitor the respective 

school buildings.  Doors were locked and the entrance/exit was carefully tracked.  

Counseling was used in a few instances where necessary.  Overall, the day went smoothly 

and some good ideas were exchanged on how we can do even better going forward.  We 

will continue to refine and develop our approaches to safeguard the school scene and we 

will continuously communicate with the public so that they can understand our approach 

and offer full cooperation. 

Discussion:  Mr. Scarpelli thanked the Superintendent as a parent.  He said his daughter 

was afraid to go to school and seeing the police officer at school made her feel safe.  Ms. 

Cugno asked that the Superintendent keep the public informed. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the minutes of December 3, 2012 be approved: 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0   

 



On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the minutes of the Special Meeting of December 6, 

2012 be approved: 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0   

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 

Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:  7   Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 0 

 

On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the Payrolls be approved: 

Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:  7   Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 0 

 

Report on Medford’s Professional Development Program 

Deputy Superintendent Beverly Nelson and Assistant Superintendent Diane Caldwell 

presented the report. Ms. Nelson stated that the intent of the report is to provide a 

comprehensive, overview of the Medford Public School’s program including its history, 

evolution, process for development and facilitation, current status and challenges.  Ms. 

Nelson and Ms. Caldwell read the detailed report. Also included in the report was a 

printout of the professional development course offerings for School Year 2011-2012.   

Discussion: 

Mr. Falco said that he is concerned that courses have to be canceled and asked if there is 

something that can be done to avoid this.  Ms. Caldwell said that the majority of the staff 

likes the online courses.  Ms. Nelson said that we have a young staff and many are still 

working on graduate degrees or have young families and can’t stay after school.  Ms. 

DiBenedetto asked if we offer CPI which is crisis prevention intervention.  Ms. Caldwell 

said that we do and a new course if forming for January.  We also offer a refresher 

course. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Falco that the report be accepted and placed on file. 

 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on Medford High School Science Labs Initiative 

Superintendent Belson said that on Tuesday evening December 11, 2012 the Medford 

City Council passed the third reading on the science labs loan order by a unanimous vote 

of 7-0. On Thursday our Project Manager submitted our approved schematic design with 

cost estimate to the MSBA for their review.  After review by MSBA and any required 

adjustments the plan will go to the MSBA board in late January for approval. 



 

In the interim DiNisco Design will be working on preliminary construction documents 

and our OPM/Leftfield will be working on bid documents. The Headmaster and the 

science faculty will be working with the Superintendent on transition assignments in 

anticipation of construction. 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the report be accepted and placed on file. 

 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

 

Report on the International Measurement of Math and Science Achievement (TIMSS) 

Superintendent Belson reported that the recent release of scores achieved on the 

International Trends of Mathematics and Science shows that Massachusetts students rank 

highly in the world.  Massachusetts not only outperformed the United States as a whole 

but also all the other states individually.  Massachusetts eighth graders ranked second in 

the world to Singapore in science and placed sixth in the eighth grade math listing. Fifty-

six countries participated in this international assessment.  Massachusetts students made 

significant gains over the previous test administration in 2007 and the highest gains of 

any entity since the 1999 testing period.   

On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto that the report be accepted and placed on file. 

 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Report on 9C Reductions in State Aid 

Superintendent Belson stated that the FY 2013 state budget as approved and released in 

July 2012 provided Medford with much needed new financial aid through chapter 70, 

circuit breaker, and general revenue.  Other key programs were reasonably stable such as 

kindergarten aid and early childhood.  New funding came to us for homeless 

transportation of support that previously unfunded mandate.  However the post election 

year reality is now setting a more ominous tone. Recent state tax collections are 

unexpectedly disappointing.  The state had set higher benchmarks for anticipated 

revenues.  Through the end of October, state revenues ran $256 million behind budget 

expectations.  While implications of funding for schools and the torrent of mandated 

tasks that do not include funding are recognized as a growing concern, the Governor 

introduced specific cuts as a new reality for current year funding. The Governor is 

projecting a total $540 million budget shortfall through the end of FY 2013.  He 

announced state agency account cuts of $225 million.  Those cuts included the following, 

that we have already have released to our members special education circuit breaker,  

McKinney-Vento homeless transportation reimbursement, and the regional transportation 

reimbursement.  Chapter 70 cannot be cut without approval by the legislature.  We are 

monitoring our budget carefully and working to increase local revenue as well as control 

costs to deal with this situation.  We will keep you posted as more information emerges 

on financial matters. We are monitoring our budget carefully and working to increase 

local revenue as well as control costs to deal with this situation.  We will keep you posted 

as more information emerges on financial matters. 



On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the report be accepted and placed on file. 

 

Yes:     7 

No:       0 

Absent: 0 

 

Recommendation to Accept $1500 Gift from IBM to Columbus School  

The donation will support the grades 3-5 science program at the Columbus. The donation 

is made in response to a request by IBM employee Javed Rahman in conjunction with 

Principal Kathleen Kay. 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the gift be accepted. 

Roll Call: 

Yea:  7   Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 0 

 

Negotiations and Legal Matters – no update 

 

School Committee Resolution  

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 

family of Michael Antone.  Mr. Antone was the Director of Mathematics at the Medford 

Public Schools for many years. 

School Committee Resolution 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 

family of  Bona Sampson.  Mrs. Sampson was the mother of James Sampson, Graphic 

Arts Teacher at the Medford Vocational School and wife of Willard “Bill” Sampson 

former Head Custodian at Medford High School.  Mrs. Sampson also worked in the high 

school cafeteria for many years. 

 

A moment of silence was held. 

 

School Committee Resolution 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its congratulations to both the 

Medford High School Marching Band and Concert Band for their wonderful season.   

 

Mr. Skerry sent his best wishes to Audrey Avellani for her upcoming “second” 

retirement.  She and her husband Lino will be retiring on December 31, 2012. 

 

Old Business: 

Recommendation to Approve Acera School 

Superintendent Belson stated that the School Committees responsibility to approve 

private schools is found in MGL Chapter 76 section 1 and states the following: 

“School Committees shall approve a private school when satisfied that the 

instruction in all studies required by law equals in thoroughness and efficiency, 

and in progress made therein, that in the public schools in the same town; but 

shall not withhold such approval on account of religious teaching.” 

Superintendent Belson said therefore it is his recommendation that the Medford School 

Committee approve the Acera School program. 



Discussion: 

Ms. Cugno said that she has received emails from the Melrose School Committee 

praising the school.  She said that she would like to develop a relationship with the school 

to help Medford gifted students.  She is concerned with transportation and if Medford 

will be responsible.  Superintendent Belson said that the law states if a private school is 

in a city and the students need transportation it is the responsibility of the district to 

provide it.  Ms. DiBenedetto said that busing is not an issue in Melrose because they do 

not bus any elementary students.  She said that she wants to make a good decision and 

not rush into it.  Mr. Scarpelli said that he is weighing the pros and cons.  He welcomes 

the partnership that will be established but is also concerned with the transportation issue.  

Mr. Skerry asks that his colleagues approve the recommendation of the Superintendent  

On the motion of Mr. Skerry: 

Ms. Van der Kloot said that it is not financial for her but do we as a school committee 

believe the studies are within the guidelines of the law.  Mr. Scarpelli asked 

Superintendent Belson do you recommend approval.  The Superintendent answered 

“yes.”  Ms. Van der Kloot was concerned that no one visited the school.  The school 

committee should have a designated person to visit.  Mr. Skerry asked Ms. Dickenson 

where in Medford the property is located?  Ms. Dickenson would not disclose the 

location but said that time is of the essence.  She also said that they are looking at other 

locations also.  Mr. Falco said that he has spoken to members of the Melrose School 

Committee.  He asked Superintendent if we have had this situation before?  

Superintendent Belson said that the only private schools are the parochials and they have 

been around for a long time. Mayor McGlynn stated that the collaboration is a great 

opportunity for the city.   

At this time Jean Martin, 10 Cushing Street Medford was given permission to speak.  Ms.  

Martin asked if they buy a property will they be willing to pay for the crossing guard, 

police and fire when necessary?  Ms. Dickenson said that they will consider all options. 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry to approve the recommendation: 

Roll Call: 

Yea:  7   Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 

 Nay: 0 

 Absent: 0 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 

 

 

 

       Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Paulette Van der Kloot 

Secretary 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


