
 
 

Regular Meeting 
June 4, 2012 

School Committee Meeting 
Council Chambers 

 
The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 
McGlynn in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:06 p.m.  Those present were Ms. 
Cugno, Ms. DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Scarpelli, Mr. Skerry, Ms. Van der Kloot and 
Superintendent Belson.   
 
On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the minutes of May 21, 2012 be approved: 
Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0  

 
On the motion of Ms. DiBenedetto that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 
Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 
Roll Call: 

Yea: 7  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay: 0 
 Absent: 0  
 
On the motion of Ms. Cugno that the Payrolls be approved: 
Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 
Roll Call: 

Yea:  7   Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay: 0 
 Absent: 0 
 
Committee of the Whole Meeting  
Mr. Falco gave an overview of the meeting of May 30, 2012.  The purpose of the meeting 
was to continue tours of the schools and to discuss two pending policy matters. 
This evening began with a tour of the Roberts School which was conducted by Principal 
Kirk Johnson, Buildings and Grounds Director Rodger Windt, and Senior Custodian 
Amet Azizi.  Overall the Roberts building was found to be in good condition.  There are 
needs for repairs to elements of the facility.  
At 8:10 p.m. the formal meeting was called to order in the cafetorium by Vice 
Chairperson Falco.  The purpose of this portion of the meeting was to address two 
pending policy matters:  Entrance to Grade 1 Criteria and Homework and Recess Policy 
The first matter was the Grade 1 entrance criteria. The committee thoroughly discussed 
the matter and concurred that the entrance age to grade one will be six years old by 
August 31st each year.  There would be some flexibility for principals based upon student 



performance to either advance or retain students.  The policy will be brought to a formal 
vote at our second meeting in June 2012. 
The second matter was also discussed at great length.  The committee wanted to ensure 
that recess was not used as punishment for failure to do homework or for any other non-
safety reason.  It was recognized that these may be some last resort reasons for the denial 
of recess on a limited basis.  
The committee voted on the motion of Member Van der Kloot as follows: 
Teachers must keep an accurate record of each time recess is denied to a student.  This    
information must be communicated to the principal and parent/guardian in a timely 
manner.  The loss of three recess periods by a student will result in a parent 
conference. 

Discussion:  Ms. Van der Kloot noted that it was evident that the Roberts School is well 
cared for and that the custodians take pride in their work. 
 
On the motion of Mr. Falco that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 
Report on Shore Collaborative 
Superintendent Belson introduced Shore’s Executive Director Jackie Clark to present the 
update report.  Ms. Clark stated that Shore Educational Collaborative was founded in 
1975.  Medford was an original charter member.  Shore consists of four divisions: student 
services, adult services, professional development and financial services.  Currently 
Shore services 178 students and 351 adults.  Ms. Clark said that when the shakeup 
occurred last spring with collaboratives, Shore was found to be in compliance. 
Discussion:  
Ms. DiBenedetto asked how many students from Medford are attending Shore this year.  
Ms. Clark answered 7.  Ms. DiBenedetto asked about the tuition.  Ms. Clark explained 
that it is per student and the depends on the severity of their disability.  Ms. DiBenedetto 
also asked if there is a fee to join and belong to Shore.  Ms. Clark replied that it is an 
initial $5000 and then it is a tuition-based cost to the districts.  Ms. Van der Kloot 
inquired as to Shore’s employee health care cost.  Ms. Clark said that they are not a part 
of GIC, they have Tufts Total Insurance presently but are struggling to manage the cost.   
Ms. Cugno said that Shore’s records are all very detailed.   
 
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 
 
 



Report on College Acceptances and Scholarships M.H.S. Class of 2012 
Superintendent Belson introduced Director of Guidance Frank Howard.  Mr. Howard 
stated that the Class of 2012 is an exceptional and exciting class.  He said that of the 256 
students 82% plan on attending college in September. Eighty-eight students received the 
John & Abigail Adams Scholarship which entitles them to free tuition at a state college 
based on their academic performance on the MCAS.  Approximately $751,516 was given 
out in scholarship monies either from the student’s college of attendance and/or the 
community and outside scholarship sources.   Some the colleges that students from the 
Class of 2012 received acceptances include Harvard College, Amherst College, Boston 
University, Tufts University, Massachusetts of Technology, Boston College and CAL 
Tech.  Mr. Howard also noted that the Medford Vocational Technical High School has 
six students attending four-year colleges and twenty-three attending community colleges. 
Discussion: 
Mr. Falco congratulated the seniors and asked Mr. Howard of the thirty-two students 
going into the work force do we know what type of work they will be doing?  Mr. 
Howard said that we try to follow them for two years.  Many times they take a year off 
and then go to school.  Ms. Cugno also asked if we keep records of where students go 
after they graduate?  Mr. Howard said that it is hard to track students in the work force 
because a lot of the time they move and they can not be found.  Ms. Van der Kloot asked 
how many students were going to UMASS Amherst?  Mr. Howard said about twenty-
seven.  Ms. DiBenedetto asked if there are any students not graduating?  Mr. Howard said 
that there are about ten students who are short credits but they have the opportunity to 
attend summer school and then upon successful completion, they will receive their 
diploma.  Mr. Scarpelli commented that with the shortage of staff in the guidance 
department that they did a great job.  He also inquired to the dropout rates.  Mr. Howard 
said that the current rate is 2.8% but that most of those students are ones that return to 
their home countries but eventually move back. 
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 
Report on Middle School Assignments SY 2012-2013 
Medford has two very fine middle schools.  Both were opened in the fall of 2001 and 
contain nearly identical features except for an auditorium that has to be shared between 
them.  The McGlynn Middle is two schools in one with one elementary PK-5 component 
while the Andrews is a stand alone 6-8 middle school.  Over the years parents and 
students of fifth grade students have selected their choice with no conflict.  This year the 
McGlynn was selected by thirty-two more students than the sixth grade class could 
accommodate for space, staff, and budgetary reasons.  Therefore, the incoming sixth 
grade class had to be reduced by that same number.  When the schools were built we 
committed to a balancing plan that would ensure both functional distribution and 
diversity at each site.  That plan required that we use a computerized system to assign 
students.  Therefore, we implemented the process to achieve balance.  Parents and 
students have been notified. Some parents are petitioning the school system to bypass the 



computer system selection process.  While we review each request for possible special 
circumstances it would be very unfair to bypass the established selection process. 
Discussion: 
Ms. Cugno suggested that in the future possibly giving preference to the children of 
parents that have volunteered at the school.  Superintendent Belson said that we can look 
at it but this year we can not change the rules mid-stream.  Ms. Van der Kloot said that 
she had received an email regarding a medical issue.  Superintendent Belson replied that 
medical issues should be able to be handled at both schools.  Ms. Van der Kloot would 
like to send this to the subcommittee next fall for review with input from parents. 
Ms. DiBenedetto would like to look into PTO parents getting  preference.   She also said 
that communication is key the earlier that parents are notified the better.  She said that 
she likes the process but it just needs a little tweaking.  Mr. Falco would like to research 
all options. 
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 
On the motion of Mr. Falco to suspend the rules to take papers out of order  
Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0  

 
School Committee Resolution 
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee congratulate vocational school 
teacher Joseph Grinley and the carpentry students for winning a recent contest sponsored 
by The Furniture Trust.   The challenge this year was “Excellence in Recycling through 
Creative Carpentry.”  This is the second straight year that Mr. Grinley and his students 
have won this contest.  
Mr. Falco would like to invite Mr. Grinley and the carpentry students to the next meeting 
to receive certificates. 
 
School Committee Resolution 
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 
condolences to the family of  Vincent Lepore.  Mr. Lepore was a long time resident and 
taught summer school for many years.  
 
School Committee Resolution  
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 
family of Denise Sacco.  Mrs. Sacco was the wife of Police Chief Leo “Buddy” Sacco. 

School Committee Resolution 
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 



condolences to the family of  Ruth “Dot” Small.  Mrs. Small was the mother of Medford 
Public Schools teacher Karen Hambrecht. 
 
School Committee Resolution 
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 
condolences to the family of  Dr. Samuel Winer.  Dr. Winer was a long time physician in 
the community. 
  
School Committee Resolution  
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere  
condolences to the family of  Martin Galaid.  Mr. Galaid was the husband of the late 
Charlotte Galaid, a former elementary teacher at the Gleason School. 
 
School Committee Resolution 
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 
condolences to the family of  Richard Barry.  Mr. Barry was the brother of Jean Barry-
Sutherland former principal at the Columbus School and MaryEllen Trane retired teacher 
from the Medford Public Schools. 
 
Mayor McGlynn left at 8:15 p.m. 

 
Pre Budget Report – Science 
Carolyn Joy, Director of Mathematics and Science presented the report.  Ms. Joy said that 
the science program supports the teaching and learning of science and 
technology/engineering in grades kindergarten through twelve in the Medford Public 
Schools.  Students are required to take and pass three lab-based courses for graduation.  
A minimum score of 220 on a science MCAS is required for attainment of a diploma. Ms. 
Joy mentioned the highlights of the 2011-2012 school year.  She said monies are needed 
for replacement of stools in the science labs at Medford High School, textbooks and 
additional administrative support for implementation of the new educator evaluation tool. 
Discussion: 
Ms. Cugno asked why Ms. Joy is asking for money for textbooks with the new 
technology can’t we utilize this.  Ms. Joy said that we are still in the textbook mode but 
she does have a teacher developing an online course. Ms. Cugno asked about the SBA 
grant if it is just the physical building or does it include supplies and materials as well.  
Superintendent Belson answered that it depends on how the monies are awarded.  Ms. 
DiBenedetto said that when they were touring one of the middle schools there were 
excess stools in one of the labs.  Could we possibly move them to the high school?  Mr. 
Scarpelli asked Ms. Joy what she thinks will hinder us in the upcoming accreditation?  
She answered that in regards to the science labs, NEASC will make probably a needs 
assessment. 
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes:     6 
No:       0 
Absent: 1 



 
 
Pre Budget Report – Mathematics 
Ms. Joy continued with the pre budget presentation for the mathematics department.  She 
said that the mathematics program supports the teaching and learning of the mathematics 
in grades kindergarten through twelve in the Medford Public Schools.  The district’s 
current grade k-8 programs are standards-based with algebra offered at grade eight.  The 
high school offers ten five credit courses at standard, honors and advanced placement 
levels and three mini-courses.  Mathematics courses for special populations are closely 
aligned to the standard course of study. Students are required to take and pass three years 
of math to include geometry.  A proficiency score of 240 or better as determined by 
MCAS testing is required for the attainment of a diploma.  Ms. Joy continued with the 
departments highlights for the school year 2011-2012.  Ms. Joy said that funding is 
needed for textbooks and the traditional teacher/classroom supplies. 
Discussion: 
Mr. Skerry said as a point of information what amount of monies are needed for software 
for math and science departments. Ms. Joy said approximately $1200.  Ms. Van der Kloot 
asked about the grade eight algebra class and if we are communicating with the parents.  
Ms. Joy said that letters were sent to the parents/guardians and that an update would be 
posted on the website.  Mr. Scarpelli is concerned with the middle school math.  Ms. 
Cugno is also concerned with the grade eight students and being overburdened entering 
high school.  Ms. Joy said it is not usually a burden because it is the students who love 
math that want to double up.  Ms. DiBenedetto recommends administering the test to the 
students as soon as possible to give the parents ample time for the appeal process if 
necessary.  Ms. DiBenedetto and Ms. Van der Kloot asked about the vocational school 
nursing students and their math requirements.  They do not want these students to fall 
short if they need an extra year of math to attend college. 
On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes:     6 
No:       0 
Absent: 1 

 
On the motion of Mr. Skerry to go into Executive Session at 9:33 p.m. for the discussion 
of Negotiations and Legal Matter pertaining to Custodians Unit – Representation Issue 
and Teachers Bargaining. 
 
Roll Call: 

Yea:  6   Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot 
 Nay: 0 
 Absent: 1 McGlynn 
 
 
The Committee returned from Executive Session at 10:51 p.m.  
 
 



 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the meeting be adjourned at 11:05 p.m.  

Yes: 6 
No: 0 
Absent: 1 

 
 
       Respectfully submitted: 
 
 

Paulette Van der Kloot 
Secretary 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


