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Council Chambers 

 
The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 
McGlynn in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:00 p.m.  Those present were Ms. 
DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Scarpelli, Mr. Skerry, Ms. Van der Kloot and 
Superintendent Belson.  Ms. Cugno arrived at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
On the motion of Mr. Skerry, that the minutes of February 27, 2012 be approved: 
Vote: 

Yes:     6 
No:       0 
Absent: 1  

 
On the motion of Mr. Falco that the Payrolls be approved: 
Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 
Roll Call: 

Yea: 6  DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay: 0 
 Absent: 1 Cugno 
 
Report of Committees placed at the end of the calendar 
 

Community Participation 
Jenn DesAutels, 21 Knollwood Road, presented an overview of the Medford Children’s 
Art Showcase. Ms. DesAutels said that the program is funded by the Medford Arts 
Council and is organized by a committee of volunteers.  The purpose of this initiative is 
to promote art in Medford.  She told the committee that the Children’s Art Showcase will 
be featuring an exhibit at the Meadow Glen Mall from March 10th to 18th  displaying 
artwork by 3rd graders from the Brooks, Columbus and McGlynn Elementary Schools 
and 7th grade students from the McGlynn Middle School.   

Discussion: 

Mr. Falco asked Ms. DesAutels why the Roberts School and the Andrews Middle School 
are not participating in the event.  Ms. DesAutels said that presently the Andrews Middle 
School has an exhibit at Springstep and they have not been able to connect with the 
Roberts yet. 

 

 



 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the report be accepted and placed on file 

Vote: 

Yes:     6 
No:       0 
Absent: 1 

 
Recommendation to Approve Chemical Management Policy and Plan 
Superintendent Belson presented the report. He stated that the submission of our MSBA 
Science Lab Renovation Initiative requires that we approve an enhanced policy and plan 
for the management of chemicals in our laboratories. The preparation of this policy and 
plan was done in consultation with the MASC, our Science Director, and our Buildings 
and Grounds Director.  The policy and plan also derives from our review of pertinent 
publications of the United States Environmental Protection agency (EPA) and the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (DEP). The requirements for 
compliance with “Chemical Maintenance” are substantial.  As a school district we have 
an ongoing need to review our practices and procedures.  We will increase our efforts to 
ensure compliance with the many facets of these requirements.  I will be meeting with 
our science faculty to review all elements and to identify areas for improvement. 
Discussion: 
Ms. Van der Kloot questioned whether and when parents would be notified regarding a 
chemical spill.  Superintendent Belson said that if a chemical spill is cleaned up right 
away it is not necessary to notify them if it is only a spill.  He said that if it concerns a 
student’s health/safety they will be notified immediately. Ms. Van der Kloot would like 
parental notification added to the document.  Superintendent Belson said that the 
document could be amended to include a statement regarding notification to 
parents/guardians. Mr. Falco would like to add “annually” to the section that discusses 
checking of safety showers etc, possibly at the beginning of each school year. 
 
On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the report be accepted and placed on file 

Vote: 

Yes:     6 
No:       0 
Absent: 1 

 
Update Report on the Elementary Principal Search 
Assistant Superintendent Diane Caldwell presented the update.  She reported that 
currently we have received thirty qualified applicants.  Preliminary screening of these 
applications indicates that the candidate pool is a good one.  Most have administrative 
experience and hold a current license.  Administration plans to use most of March to 
conduct initial interviews and reference checks.  We are in the process of selecting 
advisory committee members for both schools to participate in interviewing semi-
finalists.  We expect that finalists will be determined by no later than the last week in 
April.  School Committee members will interview four to five finalists at that time in an 



open public forum.  Final selections and appointments will be made by the first week in 
May.   
Discussion: 
Mr. Skerry inquired if there are any internal candidates?  Superintendent Belson 
answered that there are two.  Mr. Scarpelli asked if there would be a site visit scheduled 
for the candidates?  Superintendent Belson said that we have not done this in the past.  He 
feels that the reference checks will show the same thing.  Ms. DiBenedetto asked about 
the advisory committees – how are they selected and notified?  She would like this posted 
on the website.  This will enable any parent who would like to be part of the committee 
with the necessary information.   
On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the report be accepted and placed on file 

Vote: 

Yes:     6 
No:       0 
Absent: 1 

 
Report on MCAS Protocol 
Deputy Superintendent Beverly Nelson presented the report.  She stated that 
Commissioner Chester had recently sent a memo to Superintendents regarding the new 
protocols for MCAS security and administration.  All principals are required to 
participate in a DESE training session on test security requirements.  Principals must 
complete a form and submit to the Superintendent that they have attended the session. 
Principal Paul D’Alleva has developed an online professional development on Moodle 
related to test administration and security measures.  This online tutorial serves as both a 
review for principals who have attended the required sessions and an instructional tool 
for teachers who are required to be trained by principals in these new testing protocols.  
Principal D’Alleva presented an overview of the Moodle course.  He noted that he has 
developed an introductory video, posted DESE slides and developed a short quiz to check 
for understanding of the materials.  When the staff member reaches 100% he/she can 
print out the form and turn it into the principal to verify that he/she has been trained. 
On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the report be accepted and placed on file 

Vote: 

Yes:     6 
No:       0 
Absent: 1 

 
Report on Requested High School Repairs 
Superintendent Belson introduced Rodger Windt, Director of Buildings & Grounds, who 
presented the report to the committee.  Mr. Windt reported that the original water 
bubblers were boxed over under the direction of the previous director.  His 
recommendation to repair these items would cost approximately $3500.  Mr. Windt said 
that stall repairs were done in a few of the bathrooms but others are in need of 
repair/replacement.  The approximate cost per stall is about $1000.  The lighting issues as 
mentioned previously are being worked on with the Department of Energy and 



Environment.   Science labs will hopefully be renovated with the grant monies.  Some of 
the malfunctioning spray heads have been checked.  Further discussion on the issues will 
take place at the subcommittee meeting on April 4, 2012. 
Discussion: 
Mr. Skerry is concerned with the safety of the lights.  He would like the spring clips 
checked when replacing bulbs.  Ms. Van der Kloot questioned the showers in the science 
labs, she would like the custodial staff to inspect them. Superintendent Belson said that 
we will try to fix some things this year but many may have to wait until next year.  Ms. 
DiBenedetto is also concerned with the safety of the lights and the lack of working water 
bubblers.  Mr. Windt replied that the lights are not unsafe.  He said that the section of the 
building that water bubblers do not work is Building B and the voke.  Ms. DiBenedetto 
would like all students to have access to water.  Mr. Falco inquired to the sinks working 
in the bathrooms and he also would like all the safety showers tested.  Mr. Windt said 
that at least one sink in each bathroom is working and that he will confirm when the 
testing of the showers is complete. Mr. Scarpelli asked how often the filters are 
checked/changed at Medford High School.   He was answered that they all have fresh 
filters. 
On the motion of Mr. Falco that the report be accepted and placed on file 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 
Report on Proposed Somerville Charter School 
Superintendent Belson reported that Commissioner Chester did not recommend the 
proposed new Somerville based Charter School for the upcoming school year.  The board 
approved four other new charters that are in geographic locations that do not affect 
Medford. 
Discussion: 
Ms. Van der Kloot said that the School Committee in Somerville put a great deal of effort 
into this and would like the Medford School Committee to send a letter of appreciation to 
them.  Mr. Scarpelli said that the Somerville School Committee did an excellent job.  
They also received tremendous support of the state representatives.  Ms. DiBenedetto 
said that the proposed Charter School saw the need for educating ELL students, are we 
looking at this information and making plans for the ELL students. Superintendent 
Belson said that we are over regulated and under funded.  If we need to better ELL 
students we have to work with the structures we have now, it does not require an 
Innovative School.  Ms. Van der Kloot is concerned with the charter school and wants to 
make sure that Medford is not the next target area.   
On the motion of Mr. Falco that the report be accepted and placed on file 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 



 
Participation at MASC “Day on the Hill” 
Ms. Cugno informed members of the “Day on the Hill” that will be held at the Statehouse 
on March 27th.  She stressed the importance of attending the event and urged them to join 
her that day. 
On the motion of Mr. Falco that the report be accepted and placed on file 

Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 
Report of NSBA Federal Relations Conference 
Ms. Cugno read her synopsis of the conference that she attended in Washington D.C. 
from February 5-7, 2012.  Some of the speakers for the conference included Mike 
Resnick, NSBA Associate Executive Director, Norman Ornstein, American Enterprise 
Institute and Rep. Glenn Thompson, Member House Committee on Education.  Ms. 
Cugno also said that she met with Niki Tsongas, Mike Capuano, Senator Scott Brown 
and a member of John Kerry’s staff.  She said that we need to continue breaking- down 
the political walls and the bureaucracy and keep fighting for what we believe in, the 
future of our children. 
The report was accepted and placed on file. 
 
On the motion of Mr. Skerry to go into Executive Session at 8:10 p.m. for the discussion 
of Negotiations and Legal Matters 

• Medford Educational Secretaries 10 month work year 

• Update on pending legal matter 
Roll Call: 

Yea: 7 Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay: 0 
 Absent: 0 
 
The Committee returned from Executive Session at 8:32 p.m. 
 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the meeting be adjourned at 8:33 p.m.  

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
 
       Respectfully submitted: 
 
 

Paulette Van der Kloot 
Secretary 
 



 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


