
 
 

Regular Meeting 
May 7, 2012 

School Committee Meeting 
Council Chambers 

 
The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 
McGlynn in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:03 p.m.  Those present were Ms. 
Cugno, Ms. DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Scarpelli, Mr. Skerry, Ms. Van der Kloot and 
Superintendent Belson.   
 
On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the minutes of April 9, 2012 be approved: 
Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0  

 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 
Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 
Roll Call: 

Yea: 7  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay: 0 
 Absent: 0  
 
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the Payrolls be approved: 
Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 
Roll Call: 

Yea:  7   Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay: 0 
 Absent: 0 
 
Buildings and Grounds Subcommittee Report 
Ms. Cugno highlighted the minutes of the meeting of April 4, 2012.  Ms. Cugno said that 
the purpose of the meeting was to discuss the condition of the Medford Public Schools 
and to consider potential repair projects.  Superintendent Belson began the evening by 
listing the three major categories for discussion namely the condition of the buildings, 
possible repair projects and staffing and contracted services.  Rodger Windt presented his 
written report.  Director Mahoney of MVTHS raised several concerns including the 
HVAC system in B building, the upgrading of the cosmetology and culinary arts shops 
and the need for additional space for health assisting.  He also discussed the locker 
problems.  Dr. Kruger explained to the group that if buildings and grounds issues affect 
instruction, health or safety then NEASC (accreditation) would cite the factors in the 
report.  All agreed that a follow up meeting leading to budget would be important. 
 
 



On the motion of Ms. Cugno that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 
Committee of the Whole Meeting  
Mr. Falco gave an overview of the meeting of April 25, 2012.  The purpose of the 
meeting was to continue work on the Medford Public Schools Policy Manual in 
conjunction with MASC.  Superintendent Belson provided an update on the status of our 
policy manual and to structure the plan for moving forward.  MASC representative Jim 
Hardy explained that it would take approximately 45 days to have the Medford policies 
online and accessible through our web page.  The policies would be hosted by MASC for 
the fee of $950 per year after the initial set up fee of $3500. 
 
On the motion of Mr. Falco that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 
 
On the motion of Ms. Cugno to suspend the rules to take papers out of order to make 
presentations and resolutions 
Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0  

 
Mayor McGlynn congratulated Hank Morse on the occasion of his 46th birthday.  He also 
sent congratulations to Mr. & Mrs. Michael Cugno on the celebration of their 25th 
wedding anniversary.   

School Committee Resolution  
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 
family of Kevin J. Murphy.  Mr. Murphy was a well-respected teacher with the 
Somerville Public Schools and Past President of the Somerville teachers Association. He 
was the brother in law of Jeannette Murphy, Administrative Assistant to the Director of 
Finance. 

 
School Committee Resolution  
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 
family of Martin Murphy Sr.  “Marty Senior” was the original founder of Marty’s 
Catering of Medford.  Mr. Murphy donated a great deal of his time and services to 
various organizations in Medford.  He was the father of Marty Murphy Jr. 
 



School Committee Resolution  
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 
family of Judith Barnes.  Mrs. Barnes was the aunt of Deputy Superintendent Beverly 
Nelson. 

School Committee Resolution  
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 
family of Adelaide Penta.  Mrs. Penta was a long time resident of Medford and the 
mother of City Councilor Robert Penta. 

A moment of silence was held. 

Report on the 2012 High School Science and Engineering Fair 

Carolyn Joy, Director of Math and Science gave a summary on the high school science 
and engineering fair.  Ms. Joy said that the project is an authentic performance based 
learning experience.  The process leading to participation in the science fair has great 
value for the students.  They engage in the Scientific Inquiry Skills standards as set forth 
in the Massachusetts Frameworks.  The science fair was held on March 15th.  Rocco Cieri 
served as Science Fair Coordinator.  Ms. Van der loot presented awards to the science 
fair winners. 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 
Report on High School Robotics Team 
Carolyn Joy presented the report.  She said that the robotics team was a new addition to 
Medford High School this year.  Ms Chyen, math teacher at the high school introduced 
students to the basics of programming with Legos.  The students were eager to engage in 
building robots for competition.  In response to growing student interest in robots Ms. 
Chyen volunteered to advise a student group after school. To participate in competition 
the students needed a sponsor.  Through a generous donation by Mide Technology in 
Medford and a Botball scholarship the afterschool group became known as Medford High 
School’s Robotic Team. Ms. Cugno presented the Robotics team with certificates.   
 
Discussion: 
Ms. Van der Kloot would like a thank you letter sent for the donation. 
 
On the motion of Ms. Cugno that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 



Also while under suspension: 

Ms. Van der Kloot inquired about the concerns at the Columbus School.  She asked for a 
follow up with the issues.  Superintendent Belson said that the issues were addressed 
during the April vacation and that they are making progress.  They are continuing to 
monitor the situation.   

Mr. Skerry asked for an update on the computers.  Superintendent Belson reported that 
everything is proceeding on schedule.  He will present a formal report to the committee 
by the end of the month.  August 1st is the target date.  

Ms. DiBenedetto said that she had received emails and phone calls regarding the 
upcoming PAC election.  She wanted to clarify the legality on the restriction to vote.  She 
asked that the legal department look into this.  Superintendent Belson said that the PAC is 
a separate entity and has its own bylaws but will run it by legal counsel and have an 
answer very soon. 

 

Recommendation to Approve Donation to Brooks School 

Superintendent Belson reported that two donations have been made to the Brooks School.  
One is in memory of Karen O’Reilly, a former first grade teacher at the Brooks. The 
second donation is two iPads from Mr. Capuccio.  Principal Michael Simon requested the 
School Committee’s approval for the two donations. 

On the motion of Mr. Falco to accept the donations: 

Roll Call: 
Yea:  7   Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 

 Nay: 0 
 Absent: 0 
 

Recommendation to Reject Participation in School Choice School Year 2012-2013 

Under current school law, a school district is assumed to be accepting school choice 
students for SY 2012-2013, unless the School Committee votes to the contrary.   
Consequently, I must report an official vote of the Medford School Committee to the 
Department of Education in June 2012.  Otherwise, the Medford School Committee will 
be obligated to participate in the School Choice Program for the upcoming school year.  
The School Choice program I am referring to is the external version, not the intradistrict 
program of choice. After careful consideration, it is my recommendation that the 
Medford School Committee vote not to participate in the School Choice Program for SY 
2012-2013.  This has been our position since the beginning of the program. 
 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot to reject school choice for school year 2012-2013 
Roll Call: 

Yea:  7   Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay: 0 
 Absent: 0 



Recommendation to Approve Foreign Language Department Trips 
Rita DiCarlo, Coordinator of Foreign Language requested approval for two educational 
and cultural trips for 2013.  A trip to Puerto Rico will coincide with the February 
vacation and a trip to Italy will coincide with the April vacation.  They will once again 
use the services of ACIS for the Italian trip and Vamonos for the Puerto Rico trip.   
Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto inquired to the approximate cost of the trip and if any fundraisers are 
being planned to help the students.  Mrs. DiCarlo said the cost for Puerto Rico is about 
$2200 and Italy is about $3800.  She also said that a group of parents are doing some 
fundraising to help defray some of the cost.  Ms. DiBenedetto also suggested that she 
should bring some new staff, not always the same ones.  Ms. Van der Kloot asked how 
many students are planning on going on the trips.  Mrs. DiCarlo said that there are 
approximately 40 students planning on going to Puerto Rico and about 21 to Italy.  She 
also noted that you do not need to take a language if there is space available. Ms. Cugno 
asked Mrs. DiCarlo to look into an exchange program for students who can’t afford to go 
on the trip.  Mr. Scarpelli asked if we can take exchange students.  Superintendent Belson 
replied yes. 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 
Recommendation to Approve School Nurse 
Supervisor of Health Services Eileen DiBattista requested the appointment of Allsion 
MacGilvray to replace a current nurse who is on special assignment.  This is a .4 position 
and the annual salary is $17,824 (pro-rated for the remainder of the year). 
 
Discussion: 
Ms. DiBenedetto asked if there is money in the budget.  Superintendent Belson said that 
this is a special education mandate.   
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot  
Roll Call: 

Yea:  7   Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay: 0 
 Absent: 0 
 

Mayor McGlynn gave a brief update on the state budget. 

Mayor McGlynn left at 7:50 p.m. 

 

Pre Budget Reports – English Language Learners 



Diane Guarino, Coordinator of ELL presented the report.  Ms. Guarino said that the ELL 
program continues to grow and change based upon the needs of the students.  Constant 
monitoring is needed to continue to meet the needs of the ELL students.  The goal of the 
district is to ensure that these students have the language skills as soon as possible to 
access the regular curriculum.  It is the expectation of the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education that these students achieve the same high academic levels as 
English speaking students.   Ms. Guarino noted that this year students exceeded both the 
state and district targets for Progress and Attainment on the MEPA test.  At the high 
school level MCAS score increased and most students scored above failing.  The ELL 
department is funded through Title III a federal grant and the regular budget.  Extra funds 
are need for textbooks, supplies, an additional teacher and a part time secretary. 

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto asked why the Roberts was chosen to house the ELL programs.  Ms. 
Guarino said that years ago each school housed one specific language.  The Roberts was 
picked because they have the largest number of students move in to the area. Ms. 
DiBenedetto asked with the ELL program expanding should we work to have an ELL 
school?  Ms. Guarino said that if the numbers don’t change we can stay the way we are.  
Ms. Cugno asked if students need approval to go back home and then return to Medford 
Public Schools.  Ms. Guarino said that only a handful go back for long periods of time.   

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes:     6 
No:       0 
Absent: 1 

 

Pre Budget - Health and Physical Education  

Eileen DiBattista, Supervisor of Physical Education and Health presented the report.  Ms. 
DiBattista stated that the health department program strives to contribute to a student’s 
ability to successfully practice behaviors that protect and promote health and avoid or 
reduce health risks.  The health curriculum is designed to provide both the information 
and skill necessary for a healthy life.  The physical education program, aligned with both 
state and national frameworks, is designed to develop physically educated individuals, 
instilling the knowledge, skills and confidence to lead a lifetime of healthful physical 
activity.  Ms. DiBattista said that the greatest need for the PE/Health program is 
resources.  Level staffing is required to provide the basic program.   

Discussion: 

Ms. DiBenedetto inquired about the fitness center, questioning the cost, the hours of 
operation and how many students use the facility.  Ms. DiBattista said that about 10 to 20 
students per day use the center depending on the season.  Ms. DiBattista said that it cost 
approximately $10,000 per year for operation.  Ms. Van der Kloot noted that previously 
they had discussed longer operation of the center because the students had clearly asked 
for additional hours.  Members discussed sports teams using the facility.  Mr. Scarpelli 



said that he had met with Mr. Maloney and was assured that teams were using the annex 
and not the fitness center.  Ms. DiBenedetto asked if the pool would be part of the 
physical education department.  At this time no plans for the pool have been discussed.  
Mr. Falco asked how much time our students get for physical education every week.  Ms. 
DiBattista answered twice per week which is well below the recommended federal 
standards. 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes:     6 
No:       0 
Absent: 1 

 
Pre Budget Report – Health Services 
Eileen DiBattista, Supervisor of Health and Physical Education and Nursing Services 
reported that health services is comprised of licensed registered nurses who are also 
licensed educators by the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.  The 
school nurses provide accessible health care, promote prevention, and integrated health 
education to students from pre-school through high school.  The goal is to foster and 
maintain each student’s optimal state of health.  This is achieved by assessment of daily 
health issues, evaluation of hearing, vision, posture, and BMI as well as maintenance of 
immunization status and identifying risk factors.  Keeping students healthy and 
functioning at their personal best enhances and supports the academic program.  Nurses 
spend 225 minutes per day providing care for students with diabetes.  Also the 
community provider is responsible for meeting the mental health needs of students and 
families.  In our area the provider is Eliot Community Human Services.  They provide 
emergence services and mobile crisis intervention as well as wrap around services. As the 
health needs and complexity of services needed to assist students in maintaining the 
mental health necessary to function in school increase it is imperative that MHS and all 
of our schools have leadership that understands and appreciates the whole child. 
 
Discussion: 
Ms. Cugno asked if all staff has been trained on the use of the epi pen and defibrillator? 
Ms. DiBattista said that training is held for all staff at the beginning of each school year.  
Ms. Cugno suggested training substitute teachers as well.  Ms. Van der Kloot asked about 
the Eliot Community Services and who pays.  Ms. DiBattista said that the service 
provided keeps students out of the ER and it is totally insurance driven.  

 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes:     6 
No:       0 
Absent: 1 

 



Ms. Cugno gave her synopsis of her experience at the National School Board Conference 
recently held in Boston. 
 
 
On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the meeting be adjourned at 9:35 p.m.  

Yes: 6 
No: 0 
Absent: 1 

 
 
       Respectfully submitted: 
 
 

Paulette Van der Kloot 
Secretary 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


