
 
 

Regular Meeting 
September 10, 2012 

School Committee Meeting 
Council Chambers 

 
The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 
McGlynn in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:06 p.m.  Those present were Ms. 
Cugno, Ms. DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Scarpelli, Mr. Skerry, Ms. Van der Kloot and 
Superintendent Belson.   
 
On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the minutes of August 13, 2012 be approved: 
Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0  

 
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the minutes of August 22, 2012 be approved: 
Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0  

 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the Bills/Transfer of Funds be approved: 
Voted: That the Bills/Transfer of Funds by approved. 
Roll Call: 

Yea: 7  Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay: 0 
 Absent: 0  
 
On the motion of Mr. Falco that the Payrolls be approved: 
Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 
Roll Call: 

Yea:  7   Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay: 0 
 Absent: 0 
 
Community Participation 
Angela Moore, 30 Vine Street, read a prepared letter voicing concerns about the 
Minuteman bus situation. Patty Flynn, 139 Grant Avenue also read a prepared statement.  
Superintendent Belson commented that due to budget constraints buses have been 
reduced from eighteen to sixteen.  He said that this year there are over fifty students 
attending Minuteman.  No student was turned down so therefore he must recapture some 
of the monies and the only place is busing.   He also said that Medford has ten stops 
around the city unlike other districts that have one central pickup.  Mayor McGlynn said 



that all concerned parents would be heard.  Therefore, many parents spoke on their 
concerns with the busing situation.  The morning route and time is not the issue, it is the 
afternoon pickup time that is the problem.  Members of the committee also spolke on the 
subject.  Mayor McGlynn said that he would begin working on the situation in the 
morning.  He would get the parties together to discuss this item. 
On the motion that the item lie on the table. 
Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0  

 
Report on Team Medford Hallmark Health School Supply Drive 
Deputy Superintendent Beverly Nelson reported that for the fifth consecutive year Team 
Medford and Hallmark Health have conducted a drive to collect school supplies on behalf 
of the Medford Public Schools.  This year’s supplies exceeded last year’s collection by 
$7,000.   We estimate the amount of supplies to be worth over $22,000.  We are 
extremely grateful to Hallmark Health and Team Medford for their work in making this 
drive so successful.  We are especially grateful to Sam Tarabelsi from Hallmark Health 
who organized the drive.  Staples was again the major sponsor.   
Principals from the elementary schools presented Team Medford with cards and letters of 
thanks.  This generosity has a great impact on the lives of Medford children and people 
care enough to get involved.   
 
Report was accepted and placed on file. 
 
Report on the Opening of School 2012-2013 
School year 2012-2013 officially began on Wednesday, September 5, 2012.  
Kindergarten students begin on Wednesday, September 12th.  Kindergarten screenings 
take place during the first week. Administrators convened on Monday August 27th for a 
full week of prepatory meetings.  New teachers came together for an 
orientation/induction day on August 29th.  All faculty began on September 4, 2012 for a 
full day of meetings and program preparation.  Most teachers came in on their own prior 
to official meetings to prepare their respective classrooms and work stations. 
Overall, it was a very good opening.  Despite the first day rain and the second day 
election, there were very few issues to be resolved.  Enrollment numbers are consistent 
with projections.  Elementary class size is good.  The Roberts fourth grade will receive an 
additional teacher. Transportation routes are being adjusted to reflect needs determined 
by actual experience.  We should wait at least two weeks before making any major 
adjustments.  Buses are running slower on some routes which is typical for the beginning 
of the year.  Company responsiveness has been very good. We have hired personnel for 
vacant positions. Two teachers have been terminated for failing to maintain appropriate 
licensure.  Five teachers returned from leaves of absence.  The secondary school 
schedules are in good shape.  There will be some refinements but overall students are 
properly scheduled. Overall our buildings and grounds are cleaned and ready to go.  
Repairs have been made throughout the system.  Estimates for playground repairs have 



been received and are being analyzed.  Temporary repairs for all four schools 
playgrounds are in the $50,000 range. 
Discussion: 
Mr. Falco asked about the process for notifying families of the additional classroom at 
the Roberts and when this would occur.  Superintendent Belson replied that it will happen 
by the end of this week.  Principal Johnson will notify the families. 
Mr. Falco also asked about the repairs to the playgrounds and if they are going to be 
discussed.  Superintendent Belson replied that a meeting will be scheduled to discuss the 
solution for the playgrounds. 
 
On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 
Report on Districtwide Calendar 
Deputy Superintendent Nelson said that last spring the School Committee requested that 
central administration develop a districtwide calendar housed on the district website that 
would enable parents to see events happening at various schools on any one day.  Allison 
Goldsberry has formatted a calendar for this use and has worked with the principals to get 
the project started.  As was cautioned in the spring, conflicts with events in multiple 
schools on the same day cannot be avoided especially during certain times of the year 
such as the beginning, end and holidays.  The intent of the calendar is to enable the public 
to see at a glance all events in all schools in the district on a particular date. 
Ms. Goldsberry provided a demonstration on the districtwide calendar and answered 
specific questions.   
Discussion: 
Members thanked Ms. Goldsberry for her efforts to get the calendar up and running for 
the school year.  They said it is just what they wanted. 
 
On the motion of Mr. Falco that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 
Report on Science Lab Initiative 
Superintendent Belson reported that a letter was received with the latest communication 
from the Massachusetts Building Authority (MSBA) and contained the following 
acknowledgment of required document receipt, mandate for accelerated project schedule 
and notification of deadlines. MSBA is telling us that to remain as a designated site we 
must submit a Schematic Design Plan to them by December 13, 2012.  Our architects 
must have a ten-week window to meet this deadline and provide for local review before 
submission. We have sent the Medford School Committees preferred options to the 



Medford City Council.  We will place the item on the Council agenda for September 18, 
2012 seeking approval. 
 
Discussion: 
Ms. Van der Kloot asked the Superintendent to prepare a paragraph on the importance of 
the science lab initiative to send to the PTA and other parent groups. 
Ms. DiBenedetto suggested that a “robo call” be made to the MHS and middle school 
parents to rally support on the importance of the initiative. 
Mr. Skerry said that we must notify parents, students and the entire community about the 
importance and that we need to get it done now. 
Mr. Falco suggested calling all the Medford Public Schools families. 
 
On the motion of Mr. Falco that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 
Report on School Medical Emergency Plans 
Superintendent Belson stated that in the spring of 2012 Chapter 77 of the Acts of 2012 
(Medical Emergency Law) was enacted.  The act amended Massachusetts General Laws 
Chapter 69 by adding section 8A.  This law requires that every school have a written 
Medical Emergency Response Plan.  The plan has two main purposes to reduce the 
incidence of life threatening emergencies and to promote the efficient response to such 
emergencies.  This requirement was brought to the attention of the School Committee last 
spring.  All plans had to be submitted to DESE by September 4, 2012.  Medford has 
made a timely submission. 
 
 
On the motion of Ms. Cugno that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 
Report on Concussions SY 2011-2012 
Superintendent Belson presented the report.  He said that last year the Medford School 
Committee adopted a Concussion Management Policy pursuant to MGL/Ma 105 CMR 
201.000.  This policy applies to all students who participate in extra curricula athletic 
activity. This report provides information on the first year of implementation.  There 
were eleven concussions during school year 2011-2012.  All coaches and student athletes 
are required to take an online concussion course and sign-off that have taken the course. 
All athletes who experience symptoms are screened with an established protocol (SCAT-
2). If a concussion is suspected they are referred to their primary care physician for 
further evaluation. All athletes with concussions are monitored daily by the athletic 



trainer and cannot be cleared to play until they complete the Return to Play Protocol. We 
are currently using an additional tool on a trial basis for football called Impact. 
 
Discussion: 
Mr. Scarpelli stressed the importance of completion of the mandated course.  He said that 
officials now are also required to take and pass this course.  He also noted that once a 
player has a head injury they are immediately out of the game.  Mr. Falco asked is any 
student suffered more than one concussion last year.  Superintendent Belson answered 
no. 
On the motion of Mr. Falco that the report be accepted and placed on file. 
Vote: 

Yes:     7 
No:       0 
Absent: 0 

 
 
Negotiations and Legal Matters 
No action 
 
New Business 
School Committee Resolution  
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere condolences to the 
family of Kenneth Burns.  Mr. Burns was a long time Medford resident and the husband 
of special education teacher Elizabeth  “Betsy” Burns. 

 
A moment of silence was held. 
 
School Committee Resolution 
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere congratulations to 
Superintendent and Mrs. Belson on the birth of their third grandson, Archer Jack Belson. 
 
School Committee Resolution 
Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere congratulations to 
School Committee Member Paulette Van der Kloot on the marriage of her daughter 
Megan. 
 
Mr. Scarpelli informed member of the upcoming event on September 20th.  North 
Medford Little League is hosting a Legends Night and this year’s honoree is Joseph 
Grande. 
 
School Committee Resolution 
Be it resolved that the Medford School Committee discuss the matter of the FY 2013 
budget. 
 



Mayor McGlynn said that last week it came to his attention that someone made an 
inquiry as to members of the school committee who have family members in the school 
department and how they voted on the school budget.  He asked Superintendent Belson to 
review the tape of the June budget hearings because the minutes were not complete. It did 
show that it happened with Mayor McGlynn and Mr. Scarpelli. He said that this should 
be a teaching moment for all of us.  We used to vote on the salary accounts separately but 
this year it was voted on by block so there was no separation.  The Mayor asked City 
Solicitor Rumley to call the Ethics Commission to let them know it had happened and we 
were trying to correct it.  At this time a motion must be made to rescind the vote.  This is 
a process vote; it does not affect the budget. 
On the motion to rescind the vote by Mr. Falco, seconded by Ms. Cugno, 
Roll Call: 

Yea:  7   Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay: 0 
 Absent: 0 
 
Vote for approval of  Salary line $39,122,688  
On the motion of Mr. Skerry seconded by Ms. Cugno 
Roll Call: 

Yea:    5   Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Skerry, Van der Kloot 
 Nay: 0 
 Not Present: 2  Scarpelli, McGlynn 
 
Vote for approval of total budget $47,483,000 
Roll Call: 

Yea:  7   Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Skerry, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay: 0 
 Absent: 0 
 
On the motion of Mr. Skerry that a moment of silence be held in remembrance of 9/11   
A moment of silence was held. 
 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the meeting be adjourned at 9:30 p.m.  

Yes: 7 
No: 0 
Absent: 0 

 
 
       Respectfully submitted: 
 
 

Paulette Van der Kloot 
Secretary 
 

 
 



  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


