
Principal’s Corner  

Only two more 

months and it’s 

summer vacation!  

How can that be?  

Each year the time 

flies by more quick-

ly!  Please take a 

look at the events planned for this 

month and let your child(ren) know 

that through the dedicated efforts 

of the Columbus PTO there is lots 

of fun tied to learning on the hori-

zon.  Special thanks to Mrs. Cristina 

McGorty who has been diligently 

planning the field trips for all grade 

levels. Be sure to speak to your 

child’s teacher if you are interested 

in chaperoning.  Remember, you 

must first be CORI approved to par-

ticipate in any school event.  That 

means for Fun Day too, which is 

planned for June 6th.  Please see 

Mrs. Diskin with a government is-

sued ID to start the CORI process 

so that you are ready to help when 

the time arrives.  Thank you!       

Thank you also to Mr. Bob Ruseau 
who was responsible for posting all 
the beautiful art work in the cafete-
ria for last month’s Art & Music Cel-
ebration.   

Many people have been asking me 

how we can show our love and 

support to the Maggiore Family.  

The family made it known that Gio 

always wanted to be famous and 

remembered.  Anyone who knows 

this little boy will surely never for-

get him, but we can help him be-

come famous by voting to name 

April’s baby boy giraffe—GIO!  You 

can place your vote at 

NAMEAPRILSCALF.COM through the 

Animal Adventure Park.  Please at-

tend this month’s PTO meeting to 

share any other ideas you may have 

that will help us show our love to 

this dear member of our Columbus 

Community. 

Now we hope for warmer weather 

and spring!  Please note that the last 

day of school is JUNE 22—Noon dis-

missal. 

~Kathleen Kay   

Assistant Principal’s 

Corner   

I cannot believe it is 
May of the school 

year.  Students are working their 
hardest at showing us what they 
know and where support is needed. 
Teachers are also working hard not 
only with supporting students, but 
with working on their own goals 
from the past school year.  In Sep-
tember teachers create student and 
professional goals to help reach 
learning potentials. After reading 
and evaluating teacher’s evidence I 
believe many of their objectives are 
doing just that. For me this process 
reinforces my opinion that the Co-
lumbus Elementary School has some 
of the most dedicated staff that I 
have worked with in my career. 

Remember to enjoy the sunshine. 

~Nancy Sherman-Hudson 

 
IMPORTANT  TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

* TELEPHONE : 781.393.2177 

* FAX :  781.393.2187   

* NURSE : 781.393.2175  

* ABSENCE LINE: 781.393.3503 
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May 1 Grade 5 – MATH MCAS: 

  Session 1 

 
May 2 Grade 5 – MATH MCAS: 

  Session 2 

 
May 3 National Walk to School Day.  

  Consider walking your child to 

  school today  
  Early Release, 1:30pm  

   

May 4 Building Bridges to  
  Kindergarten, 7:00pm,  

  Columbus Cafeteria 

 
May 5 Grade 4 – MATH MCAS:  

  Session 1 

 
May 9 Grade 4 – MATH MCAS: 

  Session 2 

  PTO Meeting, 7:00pm,  
  Columbus Library  

 

May 10  Early Release, 1:30pm  
  Kindergarten Open House,  

  2:00pm, Columbus Cafeteria 

  5th Grade Band Concert, 
  7:00pm, MHS, Caron Theatre 

  School Committee Meeting,  

  7:00pm 
 

May 11 Grade 3 – MATH MCAS: 

  Session 1 
 

May 12 Grade 3 – MATH MCAS: 

  Session 2 
 

May 14 Happy Mother’s Day 

 
 

 

May 17 Early Release, 1:30pm  
  School Council, 6:30pm,  

  Conference Room 

 
May 18 Grade 5 – STE MCAS: 

  Session 1 

 
May 19 Grade 5 – STE MCAS: 

  Session 2 & Survey 

 
May 22 1st Grade PTO funded  

  Field Trip - Legoland 

 
May 23 Kindergarten PTO funded  

  Field Trip - Drumlin Farms 

 
May 24 Early Release, 1:30pm  

  4th Grade Strings Concert,  

  7:30pm, MHS, Caron Theatre 
 

May 25 Memorial Day Concert,  

  10:00am, Gymnasium 
 

May 29 NO SCHOOL – Memorial Day 

 
May 30 2nd Grade PTO funded  

  Field Trip - Harvard  

  Museum of Natural History 
 

May 31 Spirit Day – Theme TBA 

  Whole School Performance –  
  PTO funded Illstyle & Peace  

  Hip Hop, 9:00am, Gymnasium 

 Early Release, 1:30pm  

 

THE LAST DAY OF SCHOOL IS  

JUNE 22nd - NOON dismissal 



Up In The Garden And Down In The Dirt. Written by Kate Messner. Illustrated by Christopher Silas Neal.  

Ages 5 to 8. 

Up in the Garden and Down in the Dirt is a wonderful story to share with your child as we wave goodbye to 

winter and welcome spring.  As the snow melts away, a little girl helps her Nana prepare the garden beds. 

The little girl’s curiosity leads her to question what is beneath the soil. While earthworms are below the soil 

stirring things up, the young girl and her Nana pull up weeds in the garden. As the spring turns to summer, 

the little girl watches as sprouts turn into tasty treats like crunchy green beans and juicy tomatoes. As the 

summer fades into fall, the little girl learns about new and different critters underneath the dirt preparing for 

winter. The story comes to a close as the little girl’s grandpa calls her inside to enjoy a warm bowl of soup, 

likely prepared from their fall harvest. This story is an engaging exploration of the natural world. 
 

Author Kate Messner will have your child wondering what lies beneath the mysteri-

ous garden soil in their backyard. The charming illustrations by Christopher Silas 

Neal do a lovely job of depicting the life of critters both above and beneath the gar-

den. The evocative illustrations will take you back to your childhood and likely bring 

back pleasant gardening memories. 
 

Up in the Garden and Down in the Dirt is sure to bring joy to readers of all ages. As 

an extra bonus, this book includes additional learning opportunities with fun facts on 

each of the critters mentioned in this story and suggestions for further reading to 

keep your child’s curiosity growing. This captivating story is highly recommended as 

you begin preparing your garden beds for the new planting season. 
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BOOK                         REVIEWS              

101 BOOKS TO READ BEFORE YOU GROW UP. Written by Bianca Schulze. Illustrated by Shaw Nielsen.   

Ages 5 to 11. 

Publisher’s Synopsis:  The Perfect Reference Guide For Book Lovers of All 

Ages. 

101 Books to Read Before You Grow Up provides a comprehensive list of 

kid-friendly books for children to read before they grow up. This must-read 

review list acts as an interactive journal where kids can document the 

books they read, why they like them, and how they rate them. Divided into 

sections by subject, from fairy tales and fantasy to sports and nonfic-

tion, 101 Books to Read Before You Grow Up celebrates the importance of 

reading and encourages family participation to develop lifelong readers. 

The perfect reference guide for book lovers of all ages, 101 Books to Read 

Before You Grow Up helps both kids and parents decide which books to 

read next! 

The Children’s Book Review | October 3, 2016 

http://amzn.to/2okK2S5
https://www.thechildrensbookreview.com/weblog/2013/08/five-family-favorites-with-kate-messner.html
https://www.thechildrensbookreview.com/
http://amzn.to/2cEPtJT
https://www.thechildrensbookreview.com/weblog/tag/bianca-schulze
https://www.thechildrensbookreview.com/


 

The Porter Square Book Fair was a well attended event and supportive of 

all we do at the Columbus.  Thank you for helping instill a love of reading in our children! 

Also, we just completed our third year of the Learn2Earn reading fund raiser.  It was a huge 

success!   The Columbus School read for a total of 101,440 minutes AND raised- 

$5,569.00.   

The top three class winners were Ms. Ogonosky’s second grade class in 3rd place with a 

total of 12,291 minutes, Ms. Cogbill’s fourth grade class in 2nd place with 16,168 minutes, 

and Mrs. O'Connell’s second grade class (for the second time) in 1st place with a total of 

20,387 minutes!  Great work and great reading!  

Our student winners were: in 3rd place Aiden Crott with 3,180 minutes, in 2nd place Max-

well Davis with 3,213 minutes, and in 1st place - Quinn Dufour with an amazing 3,321 

minutes!  You should be VERY proud of your efforts and I am sure you took many exciting 

adventures in all these reading minutes.  Please be sure to share them with your friends 

and teachers.                                   

Our overall grade winners were:  1. Jacob Gold; 2. James Atwell; 3. Lucia Cytacki; 4. Tenzin 

Lhaden; and 5. Miles Feigin.  

Finally, the top fundraiser was a Kindergarten student, Eloise Johnson who raised $375.00 

for the Columbus PTO.   

Congratulations to all for your dedication and support.  Everyone who was involved really 

helped our school AND ...by reading, reading, reading... you also help yourself!  We can’t 

thank you enough.  It is through your support and the hard work of the Columbus PTO 

that the Columbus is able to hold MANY wonderful events/activities. 

   

 

 

 

Attached find the School Calendar for the 2017-2018 School Year.  

Please keep it handy for planning purposes!  

PTO UPDATES 



How to Pick a Great Book to Read 

The world is full of great books, just waiting to be 
read. How can you pick one you'll really like? Here 
are some tips: 

1. What makes you happy? If you have a favorite 
hobby or pastime, look for books about that ac-
tivity. Are you really into dinosaurs or dogs or a 
specific celebrity? Are there a few careers 
you're interested in? You can find books about 
almost anything you like, and you're more likely 
to enjoy reading a book if you're 
already interested in its subject. 

2. Fact or fiction? Some books are 
entirely made up and imagined. 
Those are called fiction books. 
Novels, short stories, and fables 
are all examples of fiction. These 
books can transport you to an-
other world or help you imagine 
something beyond your own 
experience. Nonfiction books give you the who, 
what, when, and why. They tell stories using 
facts — but that doesn't mean they're boring. 
Nonfiction books can bring to life everything 
from the first trip to the moon to what it's like 
to explore the deepest oceans. Many of them 
read like novels from start to finish. Try both 
fiction and nonfiction books to see which you 
like better. 

3. Find a family favorite. What was your mother's 
favorite book when she was your age? Or your 
dad's? What about a sibling's? Ask them and 
give it a read. Then you can talk about what 
they liked about it and share your thoughts. It's 
a fun way to get to know your family a little 
better, and to find a book you'll enjoy! 

4. Ask an expert. Your local library is a great place 
to find books that you'll love, and you don't 
have to search all by yourself. Tell a librarian 
about your interests — rock stars, sports teams, 

historical events, whatever you're into — and 
the names of some books you already like. Your 
librarian can help you find other books that 
you're sure to love. Your teacher is another 
good person to ask. 

5. Launch a book swap. Why not get some friends 
together and trade favorite books? It's always 
fun to see what your friends are reading. Even if 
they're not exactly bookworms, you can all en-
courage each other to read and share books 

and authors you like. You al-
so can look for book swaps in 
your area. It's a great way to 
build your personal library 
for free! 

http://kidshealth.org/en/kids/find-
book.html?WT.ac=ctg 

Reviewed by Mary L. Gavin, MD 

January 2017 

Be sure to gather books you have read and en-
joyed. Consider bringing them to the    Columbus 
Book Swap. It will take place in the Columbus Li-
brary the week of June 5th. 

 

HAPPY READING! 


