
Principal’s Corner   

Happy November!  

We have so much in 
our lives for which we can give thanks.  

As we approach the holiday season, 
please take some time to discuss with 

your children the things in your life for 

which you are especially thankful. Ask 
your child to share theirs too.  I hope 

one area of thanks is living in a country 
where we have the right to exercise a 

vote for governmental office.  Perhaps 

you can take your child with you when 
you cast your ballot for president.  This 

simple act teaches your child the genuine 
importance of the process.  Please also 

be prepared to voice your opinion on this 
years’ four propositions on the ballot. 

Thank you PTO, Mrs. Ciccolo, Mrs. 
Fowler,  and Columbus families for an-

other wonderful and successful Scholas-

tic Book Fair. It is through your generosi-
ty at events such as these that your chil-

dren are able to develop a love of read-
ing AND enjoy visits to educationally fun 

locations and participant in fabulous in-

school cultural events because the funds 
raised help to support these efforts.  

Please be sure to join us on November 
17th from 5:30pm-7:30pm for our sec-

ond annual “Giving Thanks Cultural Cele-
bration.”   There will be cultural enter-

tainment, foods, and enriching activities.  

Come share YOUR culture.  Contact the 
PTO if you have a special talent you 

would like to share or if you want to help 
in any way. 

Mrs. Roberto, our Columbus nurse, 
would like to share the following educa-

tional health  videos.  The links are for 

effective hand washing and are age ap-
propriate.  The children have also been 

taught to cough and sneeze into their 
elbows.  This helps reduce the spread of 

germs that travel from mouth to hand to 
object.  Ask your child to teach you what 

they have learned.  

1) Hand washing video for 4th and 5th 
graders - District-wide Hospital Staff 

performing: SHAKE   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=xraucNbG_IY 

2) Hand washing video from soft soap, 

"Pump the Pump"   1minute 32 sec-

onds. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=d5qovHD_kjQ    Also helpful for 4th 

and 5th graders. 

3) Wash Hands by Danielle Howle. 3 
minutes and 8 seconds. Appropriate for all 

grades 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iFEv

kbaFh4 
4) Hand wash video for younger stu-

dents.  (Washy, Washy, Clean, Scrub, 

Scrub) 
http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=ha

ndwashing+song&FORM=VIRE5#view=d
etail&mid=02AC92B94ABE92CDCEBD02AC

92B94ABE92CDCEBD 

 
Wishing the Columbus Community a HAP-

PY THANKSGIVING!  Hope to see you at 
the Jingle Bell Walk/Run on November 

26th. 

~ Kathleen Kay 

Assistant Principal’s    

Corner    

I hope that everyone is settled 

into the school year.  Our school office 
continues to bustle with activity; however 

I notice tardies have really decreased.  
This is great!  Students start their day off 

so much better when they are able to en-

ter the school with their classmates. 
When late, your child misses a variety of 

social connections to their classmates.  A 
lot of information is given during the first 

few minutes of the school day.  If you are 
having problems getting your child out the 

door please let me know.  I can share 

some strategies that may help to make 
your morning run more smoothly. 

 
Enjoy the colorful month of November. It 

is a time to reflect about how thankful we 

are for all the people in our lives. I would 
also like to take this opportunity to say 

that I am thankful for being a part of the 
Columbus School Community.  

               ~Mrs. Sherman-Hudson 

IMPORTANT  TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

* TELEPHONE : 781.393.2177 

* FAX :  781.393.2187   

* NURSE : 781.393.2175  

* ABSENCE LINE: 781.393.3503 
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November 1  Regina Pizzeria fund raiser night, 44 station landing 

November 2  Early Release, 1:30pm Dismissal  

November 4  citrus fund raiser orders are due to the pto 

November 6  Daylight Savings – Set clocks BACK ONE hour 

November 8  NO SCHOOL—Election Day – VOTE! Don’t forget Proposition #2!  if you have 

 time, stop by the Columbus and buy a treat from the Columbus PTO Bake 

 Sale 

  Professional Development Day for teachers, MHS  

November 9  Early Release, 1:30pm Dismissal 

November 11  NO SCHOOL – Veterans’ Day 

November 14  Hockmeyer, Photograph RE-Take day 

November 16  Early Release, 1:30pm Dismissal 

November 17  PTO - Giving Thanks Cultural Celebration, Columbus Cafeteria, 5:30pm- 

   7:30pm 

November 23  Early Release, 12:00pm Dismissal 

November 24-25 NO SCHOOL - HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

November 26 Jingle Bell walk/Run 

November 30  Early Release, 1:30pm Dismissal 

DID YOU KNOW? Children who regularly eat meals with their fami-
lies tend to do better in school and avoid risky behavior.  Eating dinner 
together is great, but other meals count too.  If you work at night, may-
be you could make time for a family breakfast. Or on a weekend, try a 
picnic lunch! 



The Night Gardener, written by Terry Fan and Eric Fan. Ages 4-8. 

While the Grimloch Lane locals sleep, their neighborhood is transformed 

by a mysterious man with a hedge clipper and a talent for elegance and 

whimsy.  

One day, William discovers that the tree outside his window has been 

sculpted into a wise owl. In the following days, more topiaries appear, 

and each one is more beautiful than the last. Soon, William’s gray little 

town is full of color and life. And though the mysterious night gardener 

disappears as suddenly as he appeared, William—and his town—are 

changed forever.  

With breathtaking illustrations and spare, sweet text, this masterpiece about enjoying the 

beauty of nature is sure to become an instant classic.   

~Adapted from People Magazine and http://www.simonandschuster.com/books/The-Night-

Gardener/Terry-Fan/9781481439787 

The Thief and the Beanstalk, written by P.W. Catanese. Ages 9-13.   

Jack traded his cow for magic beans, climbed a beanstalk, and got rich. Will the next per-

son to try it, be as fortunate? Or just fortunate enough to survive? 

Everyone knows the story of Jack and his beanstalk, the little adventure that made Jack a 

very rich man. But what happened to the next person who climbed the beanstalk? 

Enter Nick. Orphaned and desperate, Nick joins a band of thieves in hopes of a warm meal 

and a little protection. In exchange, Nick must help them break into the lavish white castle 

rumored to belong to an old man named Jack. Legend says it’s full of riches from Jack’s 

quest up a magical beanstalk decades ago. When Nick’s mission 

leads him straight to Jack, he sees a chance to climb the famed 

beanstalk himself. 

But what Nick doesn’t know is that things are different at the top of 

the beanstalk. There are new enemies waiting. Enemies with plans 

that could destroy the world as Nick knows it. Will Nick come back a 

hero? Will he come back at all?  

 

~ From: http://www.simonandschuster.com/books/The-Thief-and-

the-Beanstalk/P-W-Catanese/9781481476324 
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What does Respect Look Like?  

Page 4 

Your child’s daily dealings with adults and kids alike will be more 

pleasant if he/she speaks and acts respectfully.  Try these tips for helping 

him/her learn respect.   

Respectful replies. Think about something that you and your child disa-

gree on (for example, time playing video games).  Model having a re-

spectful discussion about it.  You might say that his/her brain and body 

are growing and going outside to run and play helps you stay healthy.  Then, suggest a re-

spectful response, such as, “I want to be healthy, but I love video games.”  Have him/her 

brainstorm other situations where people have different opinions but still speak to each 

other with respect. 

Everyday acts.  When you mow the lawn or clean up after your dog, you can teach your 

child about respect for neighbors.  Explain that keeping your neighborhood clean and neat 

make it nice for everyone.  Ask him/her to think of other respectful things neighbors 

should do.  If you share an apartment laundry room, he/she might say you respect neigh-

bor’s time by removing your clothes when they’re done so others get to use the washers 

and dryers.  

Respect helps to make all daily dealings more pleasant and is a good life long skill to ac-

quire.  

Adapted from Home & School Connection: Working Together for School Success 

Cell Phone Use at the Columbus  Please remember that we do not encourage cell phone 

use at the Columbus.  Unfortunately, past cell phone use has led to discipline 

issues and at times, even cyber– bullying.  They have also disrupted our chil-

dren’s time on learning. 

However, we do understand that some children need to have one for emer-

gency purposes.  Therefore,  if your child must have a cell phone in school,  
we ask that you inform your child’s teacher the reason to have it in school, 

either by note or email.  Then know that your child must bring the phone to the main office 
when they arrive at school where it will be kept safe for the duration of the school day. 
Your child must then pick the phone up before dismissal. 

Please  be aware that if we find an unauthorized cell phone in school, it will be taken away 
and a parent will be notified to retrieve it.  

Please contact me with any questions, comments, or concerns.  Thank you for helping us 
keep all of our children safe while in school. 


