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The Regular Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 
McGlynn, in the City Hall Council Chambers at 7:04 p.m.  Those present were Ms. 
Cugno, Mr. Falco, Ms. Guzik, Mr. O’Keefe, Mr. Scarpelli, Ms. Van der Kloot and 
Superintendent Belson. 
 
On the motion of Ms. Guzik, that the minutes of June 20, 2011 be approved: 
Voted: Approval of Minutes. 
 
On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the bills/transfer of funds be approved: 
Voted: That the bills/transfer of funds be approved. 
Roll Call: 

Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0  
 
On the motion of Mr. O’Keefe, that the Payrolls be approved: 
Voted: That the Payrolls be approved. 
Roll Call: 

Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0  
 
 
Recommendation to Lease Certain School Roofs to Promote Solar Energy 
Mayor McGlynn presented a brief overview of the project.  He said that the project was 
first discussed about three to four months ago.  Since that time the project has gone out to 
bid.  Dangle Electric has been awarded the contract.  Some of the benefits of the project 
include:  tax credits/tax breaks, anticipated savings of $50,000 the first year and projected 
$1.1 million over the life of the twenty year contract, solar teachings in the schools and 
community, option to purchase the solar panels after year six at depreciated value. 
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli that the recommendation be approved: 
Voted: That the Recommendation be approved. 
Roll Call: 

Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0  
 
 



Discussion of Policy for Hiring and Retention of Athletic Coaches 
Superintendent Belson stated that the hiring rights under the law are spelled out in MGL 
Chapter 71 Section 59B and in Chapter 71 Section 47A.  These statutes cannot be 
contravened by policy.  However, it is possible for the School Committee to formulate a 
policy that ensures greater transparency into the decision-making process. 
Prior to the implementation of the Educational Reform Act of 1993 the School 
Committee actually voted the appointment of coaches.  This method changed and shifted 
responsibility to the school principal.  Superintendent Belson then went thru the packet 
that was provided and explained the important areas. 
Discussion: 
One member said that it is very important to know from the start that the School 
Committee cannot fix this.   
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli to move suspension of the rules: 
All in favor:  

Yea:  7  
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0 
Mike Petrides, Sheridan Avenue, was given permission to speak.  Coach Petrides read a 
prepared letter to the School Committee.  He said that he never did anything illegal, never 
mistreated anyone.  He treated the players as if they were his family.   
Robert Maloney, Athletic Director, spoke to the committee.  Mr. Maloney told the 
committee that he wanted to go on record as being in support of retaining Mike Petrides 
as Head Boys Soccer Coach of Medford High School.  Mr. Maloney went into detail on 
his correspondence with Dr. Krueger about the situation.    
Phil Rowan, Winthrop MA, was given permission to speak.  He stated that he is a former 
soccer coach at the high school level and currently the Head Coach of the Metro Boys 
Bay State Games soccer team and a soccer official.  Mr. Rowan said that he came tonight 
to support Mike Petrides.  He has seen him coach and he is not concerned with wins and 
losses but with teaching the players life lessons.  It shows that he loves his players as if 
they are his own children.   
One member stated that they were speaking as a parent tonight and that they do not agree 
with Dr. Krueger on this matter.  Another member said that there weren’t valid reasons to 
remove the coach and that this is embarrassing to the school that this wasn’t resolved 
before now.   
Paul Camuso, Lincoln Road, member of City Council was given permission to speak.  He 
feels that there was a miscommunication and that working it out would be mutually 
beneficial to all.  Dr. Krueger and Bob Maloney should sit down and work this out.   He 
also said that the talk around the city is that “there must be more to the story that this.”   
Jon Pires, Co-Captain of the soccer team read a letter that supports Coach Petrides and all 
that he does above and beyond his coaching duties to help the team.   
Dr. Paul Krueger, Headmaster of Medford High School came to the podium and stated 
that his decision stands. 
A member of the school committee said that he had a resolution on the May 16, 2011 
agenda requesting that the administration provide and update on the status of the coaches. 
Emmanuel Gonsalves, Co-Captain of the team stated that if Coach Petrides does not 
return that the team will not play next season.   



Mayor McGlynn addressed the audience at this time.  He said that Coach Petrides would 
not want the team to give up playing soccer.  He also said that under Education Reform 
that the power of hiring athletic coaches is in the hands of the school principal.  The 
School Committee cannot change the decision.   He said that this should be a lesson in 
democracy.  He also said that he felt that there was a miscommunication in the facts.   
On the motion from the Chair, seconded by Ms. Cugno that Dr. Kruger, Athletic Director 
Maloney and Superintendent Belson meet and discuss this situation. 
Roll Call: 

Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0  
 
At this time Superintendent Belson spoke.  He said that he wanted to set the record 
straight.  AD Maloney had requesting a meeting with Dr. Krueger and Coach Petrides, 
the delay was my responsibility.  He said to the players that he hoped that they would be 
on the field this season.  Decisions are not always easy.  In regards to the resolution of 
May 16, Superintendent Belson said that as of that date no decision was made.   He said 
that it is critical to have honest discussions.   
Bill Carr, Blakely Road, was given permission to speak.  He said that soccer is the most 
successful program at Medford High School – do the right things for the kids! 
 
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli,  seconded by Ms. Cugno to accept the revisions to the 
policy.   
On the motion of Mr. Scarpelli to send the new policy to rules and regulations sub 
committee. 
All in favor:  

Yea:  7  
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0 
 
 
At 9:00 pm at two minute recess was called.   
The meeting was called to order at 9:03 pm. 
 
Resolution submitted by the Medford School Committee: 

Be it resolved, that the Medford School Committee express its sincere 
condolences to the family of  Wayne Alden, husband of Charlene Douglas 
a member of our middle school faculty and current Vice President of the 
Medford Teachers Association. 
A moment of silence was held. 

 
 
 
On the motion of Ms.Guzik,  to go into Executive Session for the discussion of 
Negotiations and Legal Matters pertaining to negotiations with the cafeteria workers at 
9:17 p.m. 



Roll Call: 
Yea:  7 - Cugno, Falco, Guzik, O’Keefe, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 
 Nay:  0 
 Absent: 0  
 
 
       Respectfully submitted: 
 
       John Falco 
       Secretary 
 
 


