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The Special Meeting of the Medford School Committee was called to order by Mayor 

McGlynn in the City Hall Council Chambers at 6:04 p.m.  Those present were Ms. 

Cugno, Ms. DiBenedetto, Mr. Falco, Mr. Scarpelli, Mr. Skerry, Ms. Van der Kloot and 

Superintendent Belson.   

 

Mayor McGlynn stated the reason for the special meeting is to discuss, consider and 

recommend a preferred option(s) for the Science Lab Initiative in conjunction at Medford 

High School. 

 

Superintendent Belson gave an in depth review of the proposals for the Medford High 

School science labs “B” building complex.  He stressed that it is a very tight time 

schedule that must be followed.  Superintendent Belson also said that the Medford Public 

Schools would like to be able to go to the MSBA board for their November meeting.  

Therefore approval from the Medford City Council is needed as soon as possible so that 

DeNisco Design can continue with the plans.  The council endorsed the proposal “in 

spirit” but wants the school committee to hear the proposals and recommend their 

selections. The school committee views this initiative as a wonderful opportunity and 

necessary initiative to substantially improve both he science labs and the efficiency of 

“B” building.  The importance of science education to our students cannot be overstated 

especially in Massachusetts.  The qualifications will make our high school a more 

attractive option for resident students both academically and vocationally.  The failure to 

seize this opportunity will undoubtedly place our imminent high school accreditation at 

risk. 

 

At this time Superintendent Belson introduced Ken DeNisco and the design team who 

presented the options to the school committee. 

 

Mr. DeNisco presented in detail each of the six options.  He discussed the design, 

construction and the differences between the six options.  He also answered any questions 

that the members had about each design. 

 

Discussion: 

Mayor McGlynn noted that the difference between option A and B1 is the demolition of 

walls.  At this time we have the opportunity to replace windows, ceilings, HVAC and the 

roof.  He also said that the reason that this proposal was not discussed during the capital 

campaign was that it has recently been created by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  

He said it is a great opportunity for education.  He also said that because the garage is on 

hold there is the opportunity for this project to move forward. 



Ms. Van der Kloot said that they have been discussing the repairs to the science labs for a 

long time.  She asked how the repair to the HVAC would impact the rest of the building?  

Mr. DiNisco answered that they will not have the benefit of the repair since MSBA 

restricts the improvements to science areas only.  

 

Mr. Falco asked if the only difference between option A and B1 are the walls and if 

construction time would be the same.  Mr. DiNisco said that option A would take a little 

longer but they should remember that they are predicting a generic timeline at this point.  

In Option B1 lecture hall becomes a multi purpose lab.  Mr. Falco also inquired about the 

items that the technology upgrade will be purchasing that will enhance the science labs.  

Superintendent Belson answered that Smartboards, laptops, IPads, printers, projectors as 

well as the infrastructure and routers, servers and wireless network are all included.  Mr. 

Falco asked if during construction B building will be closed.  Superintendent Belson said 

that plans are to begin in the summer of 2013 at which time the heavy construction will 

begin.   The renovation will be schedule around the school calendar preferring not to do 

heavy demolition when students are present. 

 

Ms. Cugno asked about the sprinkler system.  There was a little confusion between the 

sprinkler and the safety shower which was straightened out and the safety shower deluge 

system will be completely upgraded during renovations. Ms. Cugno asked if the teachers 

were going to have any input on the equipment?  Superintendent Belson said that once 

we get approval of the project then we can ask teachers for input on the soft money items.  

Ms. Cugno wants to make certain that the teachers and students are not being left out. 

 

Mr. Scarpelli asked if there would technology items that can be acquired through the 

renovation and then monies from technology be used for other items. Superintendent 

Belson said that when this project goes forward then what is in science we will shift to 

enhance other areas of the high school.  Mr. Scarpelli asked if we will be be achieving 

our goals academically with option A or B1?  Superintendent Belson said that we will be 

achieving our goals because the new labs will be universal labs which is very important.  

This renovation will be an upgrade to our building for the next 30 years but if we only 

repair we will be repairing again in 5-10 years. 

 

Ms. DiBenedetto asked why we need a new roof?  Mr. DiNesco answered that it could be 

patched but because of the structural supports and new ductwork the old roof would look 

like swiss cheese.  Ms. DiBenedetto asked if there would be solar panels on the new roof. 

Mayor McGlynn said that not on this roof because of the new equipment that needs to be 

installed.  Ms. DiBenedetto asked if Mr. DiNesco could show them pictures of finished 

labs.  He answered that it was a good suggestion and he would gladly supply them.  M. 

DiBenedetto questioned Superintendent Belson why the biotechnology and 

environmental science courses couldn’t begin immediately? He replied that the two 

coursed have to obtain Chapter 74 approval by the DESE before they can offer the 

course.   

 

Mr. Falco asked if we would have a robotics course?  Superintendent Belson said that 

presently we have introduction to engineering which is a mini course.   He also said that 



the science and math curriculum are coming together to do robotics so we will have the 

tools to incorporate robotics.  Mr. Falco asked if there are any concerns?  Mr. DiNisco 

answered the floor tiles.   

 

Mr. Skerry asked if there is a contingency plan for any problems that may occur?  Mr. 

DiNisco said that a contingency is built into the contract and design plan.  Mr. Skerry 

also asked if all the old electrical boxes would be replaced with safety switches.  He was 

answered yes. 

 

Ms. DiBenedetto said that the high school is used for many summer programs, what will 

happen to them?  Superintendent Belson answered that the programs will be moved to 

other buildings.   

 

Mayor McGlynn stressed that a vote was needed tonight to send to the City Council. 

 

Ms. Van der Kloot said that her expectations are to meet again in four weeks to answer 

school committee specific questions so that they will be fully informed and understand 

the entire process.  She emphasized that our community has been used to “on time and on 

budget” 

 

On the motion of Ms. Van der Kloot that the School Committee vote and present option 

B1 to City Council, seconded by Mr. Falco: 

 

Option B-1: 

 6 yea - Cugno, MsDiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 

 0 nay 

 1 present* – Skerry 

* Member Robert E. Skerry Jr. recused himself from voting as he is an employee of the 

State Auditors office. 

 

Option B: 

 4 yea – Cugno, Falco, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 

 2 nay – DiBenedetto, Scarpelli 

 1 present* - Skerry 

* Member Robert E. Skerry Jr. recused himself from voting as he is an employee of the 

State Auditors office. 

 

Option A: 

 0 yea 

 6 nay - Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 

 1 present* - Skerry 

* Member Robert E. Skerry Jr. recused himself from voting as he is an employee of the 

State Auditors office. 

 

 

 



Option B-2: 

 0 yea 

 6 nay - Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 

 1 present* - Skerry 

* Member Robert E. Skerry Jr. recused himself from voting as he is an employee of the 

State Auditors office. 

 

Option C: 

 0 yea 

 6 nay - Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot, McGlynn 

 1 present* - Skerry 

* Member Robert E. Skerry Jr. recused himself from voting as he is an employee of the 

State Auditors office. 

 

Option D: 

 1 yea - McGlynn 

 5 nay - Cugno, DiBenedetto, Falco, Scarpelli, Van der Kloot 

 1 present* - Skerry 

* Member Robert E. Skerry Jr. recused himself from voting as he is an employee of the 

State Auditors office. 

 

Mayor McGlynn reminded the committee that their role is to advise, it is the city council 

that makes the decision. 

 

On the motion of Mr. Skerry that the meeting be adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  

 

       Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Paulette Van der Kloot 

Secretary 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


