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KINDERGARTEN 

READING  

Reading: Literature & Informational 

 With support, asks and answers questions about key details in a text 

 With support, identifies main topic and retells key details in a text 

 Defines the role of an author and illustrator of a story 

 With support, identifies connections within a text 

 With support, compares and contrasts connections between similar texts 

 Actively engages and demonstrates understanding in group reading activities 

 Identifies the front cover, back cover, and title page of a book 

 Recognizes common types of text including traditional poetry 

 

Reading: Foundational Skills 

 Demonstrates understanding of basic features of print 

 Names all upper and lower-case letters 

 Recognizes and produces rhyming words 

 Counts, blends and segments syllables in spoken words 

 Isolates sounds (beginning, middle, end) in three-phoneme words 

 Substitutes, adds and deletes sounds in one-syllable words 

 Demonstrates basic knowledge of letter-sound correspondence 

 Reads high frequency words by sight 

 Distinguishes between similarly spelled words 

 Reads emergent level texts with purpose and understanding 

 

Writing 

 Uses drawing, dictation and writing to share opinions about a topic 

 Uses drawing, dictation and writing to share information about a topic 

 Uses drawing, dictation and writing to retell an event in sequence 

 With support, produces poems with rhyme and repetitions 

 With support, adds details including visuals, to strengthen written work 

 With support, participates in research and/or writing projects 

 

Speaking & Listening 

 Participates appropriately in class discussions 

 Uses grade-appropriate language to inquire, describe and seek clarification 

 Speaks clearly to express thoughts, feelings and ideas 

Language (Vocabulary & Conventions) 

 Prints upper and lower-case letters 



 Uses frequently occurring grade-appropriate parts of speech when writing and speaking 

 Uses complete sentences including questions when writing 

 Uses grade-appropriate capitalization and end punctuation 

 Uses phonetic spelling 

 Uses and understands the meaning of grade-appropriate words and phrases 

 Uses and acquires new vocabulary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FIRST GRADE 

READING  

Reading: Literature & Informational 

 Asks and answers questions about key details in a text 

 Identifies main idea/topic and key details of a text 

 Identifies differences between fiction and non-fiction 

 Uses illustrations to describe the text 

 Compares and contrasts between two similar texts 

 Reads grade-level texts with purpose and understanding 

 

Reading: Literature Specific 

 Identifies narrator at various points in the text 

 Identifies characteristics shared by folktales and fairytales 

 

Reading: Informational Specific 

 Makes connections within the text (i.e. individuals, events, or ideas) 

 Identifies and uses various text features (i.e. headings, table of contents, and pictorial 

information) 

 

Reading: Foundational Skills 

 Identifies the features of a sentence 

 Distinguishes vowel sounds within single-syllable words 

 Segments and blends single-syllable words 

 Knows spelling and sounds for common digraphs 

 Knows final "e" and common vowel pairs 

 Decodes one and two-syllable words 

 Reads words with inflectional endings (-ed, ing) 

 Reads grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words 

 Reads with sufficient grade-level accuracy to support comprehension 

 Reads with sufficient grade-level fluency to support comprehension 

 

Writing 

 Writes opinion pieces that include a topic, opinion with reason, varied sentences and a 

sense of closure 

 Writes informational/explanatory pieces that include a topic, varied sentences, some 

facts, and a sense of closure 

 Writes narratives that include two or more sequenced events, transition words, varied 

sentences, some detail, and a sense of closure 

 Writes poems with rhyme and repetition 

 With support, adds detail to strengthen written work 

 Participates in research and writing projects 

Speaking & Listening 

 Participates appropriately in class conversations 



 Asks and answers questions about presented information 

 Expresses ideas and feelings, adding visuals when appropriate 

 

Language (Vocabulary & Conventions) 

 Prints upper and lower case letters legibly 

 Uses frequently occurring grade-appropriate parts of speech when speaking and writing 

 Uses grade-appropriate punctuation and capitalization 

 Uses conventional spelling 

 Uses phonetic spelling for unknown words 

 Uses grade-appropriate strategies to determine the meaning of words and word 

relationships 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SECOND GRADE 

READING  

Reading: Literature & Informational 

 Asks and answers questions about key details in a text 

 Uses illustrations to describe texts 

 Compares and contrasts two similar texts 

 

Reading: Literature Specific 

 Interprets author's message in a story 

 Describes the overall structure of a story 

 Understands different characters' points-of-view 

 

Reading: Informational Specific 

 Identifies a text's main topic using supporting details 

 Makes connections across two or more texts 

 Identifies and uses various text features 

 

Reading: Foundational Skills 

 Knows and applies grade level phonics and word analysis skills 

 Reads with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension 

 

Writing 

 Writes opinion pieces that include a topic, reasons, linking words, and a concluding 

statement 

 Writes informational pieces that include a topic, facts, and a concluding statement 

 Writes narratives that describe events with details, actions, thoughts and feelings and a 

concluding statement 

 Writes stories or poems that include dialogue 

 With support, revises and edits written work 

 Participates in research and writing projects 

 

Speaking & Listening 

 Participates appropriately in class conversations 

 Describes main ideas and details of presented information 

 Asks and answers questions about presented information 

 Tells a story using complete sentences, adding visuals when appropriate 

 

Language (Vocabulary & Conventions) 

 Uses collective nouns and reflexive pronouns 

 Uses irregular plural nouns and verbs 

 Uses adjectives and adverbs to produce varied sentences 

 Reads and understands common abbreviations 

 Uses grade-appropriate punctuation and capitalization 

 Uses learned spelling rules 



 Uses a dictionary appropriately 

 Uses grade appropriate strategies to determine the meaning of words and word 

relationship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THIRD GRADE 

READING 

Reading: Foundational Skills 

 Knows and applies grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding 

 Reads with sufficient grade-level accuracy and fluency to support comprehension 

 

Reading: Literature & Informational 

 Asks and answers questions to demonstrate understanding of a text 

 Recounts details in a text to determine main idea or theme 

 Determines the meaning of words and phrases in a text 

 Distinguishes points-of-view in the text 

 Uses illustrations to support understanding of a text 

 

Reading: Literature Specific 

 Describes characters using detail 

 Uses appropriate terminology to refer to parts of literature (stanzas, chapters, scenes) 

 Identifies elements of fiction and poetry 

 Compares and contrasts stories written by the same author with similar characters 

 

Reading: Informational Specific 

 Describes the structure of events and procedures presented in an informational text 

 Uses non-fiction features to support understanding of an informational text 

 Differentiates between types of informational text structures 

 Compares and contrasts two informational texts on the same topic 

 

Writing 

 Writes clear and well-structured opinion pieces 

 Writes clear and well-structured informative pieces 

 Writes clear and well-structured narratives 

 Writes clear and well-structured poems and stories using figurative language 

 With support, plans, revises and edits to strengthen written work 

 With support, uses technology to publish written work 

 Conducts short research projects using a variety of sources 

 

Speaking & Listening 

 Participates appropriately in a range of class discussions 

 Determines main idea and supporting details of presented information 

 Asks and answers questions about presented information 

 Creates oral presentations using visual displays or audio recordings when appropriate 

 

Language (Vocabulary & Conventions) 

 Demonstrates knowledge of grade-appropriate standard 

 English grammar when writing and speaking 

 Uses grade-appropriate punctuation and capitalization 



 Uses grade-appropriate spelling 

 Appropriately chooses words and phrases to convey ideas 

 Uses grade-appropriate vocabulary strategies to determine the meaning of words and 

phrases 

 Uses digital and print materials to determine precise word meaning and pronunciation 

 Demonstrates understanding of word relationships and nuances in words meanings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

FOURTH GRADE 

READING  

Reading: Foundational Skills 

 Reads with accuracy and fluency to support comprehension 

 

Reading: Literature & Informational 

 Uses details to explain a text 

 Identifies main idea or theme of a text 

 Summarizes a text 

 Determines the meaning of words and phrases including mythology references 

 Compares and contrasts various points-of-view 

 

Reading: Literature Specific 

 Explains differences in genres 

 Makes connections between a text and its visual or oral presentation 

 Identifies similes and metaphors in a variety of texts 

 Compares and contrasts themes and topics in texts 

 

Reading: Informational Specific 

 Describes the elements that contribute to the overall structure of a text 

 Uses information from sources in the text to enhance understanding 

 Integrates information from two texts on the same topic 

 

Writing 

 Writes clear and well-structured opinion pieces 

 Writes clear and well-structured informative pieces 

 Writes clear and well-structured narratives 

 Uses similes and/or metaphors in writing 

 With support, plans, revises and edits to strengthen written work 

 Conducts short research projects using a variety of sources 

 Uses evidence from texts to support ideas in writing 

 

Speaking & Listening 

 Participates appropriately in a range of class discussions 

 Restates presented information 

 Creates oral presentations using visual displays or audio recordings 

 

Language (Vocabulary & Conventions) 

 Demonstrates knowledge of standard English grammar when writing and speaking 

 Capitalizes and punctuates correctly in writing 



 Uses grade-appropriate spelling 

 Writes legibly by hand (print and cursive) 

 Uses vocabulary strategies to determine the meaning of words and phrases 

 Demonstrates understanding of figurative language and word relationships 

 

FIFTH GRADE 

READING  

Fluency 

 Reads with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support 

 Comprehension 

 

Reading: Literature & Informational 

 Quotes accurately from a text when explaining and drawing inferences 

 Determines the theme or main ideas of a text referencing key details 

 Summarizes a text 

 

Reading: Literature Specific 

 Compares and contrasts elements of a story using detail 

 Explains elements that contribute to the overall structure of a text 

 Explains how point-of-view influences event descriptions 

 Identifies and analyzes examples of foreshadowing in a variety of texts 

 Compares and contrasts stories in the same genre 

 

Reading: Informational Specific 

 Explains relationships between two or more individuals, events and ideas 

 Integrates and analyzes the content and structure of two or more informational texts 

 Uses multiple print or digital sources to locate information 

 

Writing 

 Writes clear, well-structured opinion pieces 

 Writes clear, well-structured informative pieces 

 Writes clear, well-structured narratives 

 With support, follows the writing process 

 Conducts short research projects using a variety of sources 

 Uses evidence from texts to support ideas in writing 

 Completes and turns in quality work 

 

Speaking & Listening 

 Participates in a range of class discussions 

 Summarizes a variety of presented information 

 Creates oral presentation using multimedia or visual displays 

 

Language (Vocabulary & Conventions) 

 Demonstrates knowledge of standard English grammar when writing and speaking 



 Correctly spells grade-appropriate words 

 Demonstrates knowledge of standard English conventions for capitalization and 

punctuation 

 Uses vocabulary strategies to determine the meaning of  words and phrases 

 Demonstrates understanding of figurative language and word relationships 


