
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Medford Public Schools 

Medford, Massachusetts 

Humanities Department 

Social Studies 

Essential Learnings 

Grades 9-12 

 
This guide provides an overview of the student expectations 

for learning in the Social Studies content area.   

 
The Medford Public Schools is committed to providing all 

students with the academic and problem-solving skills essen-

tial for personal development, responsible citizenship and life-

long learning.  The Social Studies Department’s curriculum 

goals for all grades are as follows: 

• To provide the educational foundation to prepare stu-

dents to hold “the office of citizen.”  

• To recognize our binding heritage in a democratic vision 

of liberty, equality, justice, and the belief that a society 

can undertake to govern itself though the will of its peo-

ple.   

• To promote and nurture respect among students  for each 

other, their school, and greater community. 

• To develop awareness, appreciation and understanding of 

democratic values, precepts and practices. 

• To foster in students the knowledge, skills and commit-

ment to strengthen their community, state, country, and 

world beyond their school years. 
For additional information on the Social Studies curriculum, instruc-

tional and/or assessment program of the Medford Public Schools, 
please contact Bernadette Ricciardelli, Director of Humanities K-12 

 @ 781-393-2320 

 
 

Roy E. Belson, Superintendent of Schools  

Beverly Nelson, Deputy Superintendent 
Paul Krueger, Headmaster, High School 

William Mahoney, Director, MVTHS  

Medford School Committee 

Mayor Michael McGlynn 

Ann Marie Cugno 

Erin DiBenedetto 
John Falco 

Robert E. Skerry. 

George Scarpelli 
Paulette Van der Kloot 

 United States Government and Law (Grade 12) 

Full Year Course 
The primary purpose of this course is to develop an understanding 
of the roles that government and law play in daily American life.  

It is intended to promote informed, responsible, and active citizen-

ship among students.  The course will examine the underlying 
principals upon which the United States Government was founded.  

A study of the United States Constitution will be undertaken to 

provide the contextual background for review and discussion of 
various historical events and issues.  The course expands on the 

review of issues featured in the grade 11 United States History 

course to include topics such as: judicial review, civic responsibil-
ity, federalism, political parties, and civil, criminal, and constitu-

tional law.  Content coverage will have an emphasis on making 

connections to the student’s world through the study of contempo-
rary American social, political, and legal issues. 

 

Psychology (Grade 12) 

Full Year Course 
This yearlong course is designed to provide students with an over-

view of historical and contemporary theory and practice in the 
study of human behavior. As such, students will engage in experi-

mentation, projects, discussion and debate. Units of study include 

learning and motivation, sensation and perception, emotional, 
behavioral, social and moral development, abnormal behavior and 

social psychology.  Students will also enjoy learning about their 

own personality, development and learning style. 
 

Contemporary Issues  
This course is conducted in a seminar format with a major empha-
sis on the self-directed learner.  Students will be expected to apply 

what they have learned from earlier social studies courses  to an 

examination of the major issues, events, and personalities of the 
United States and the world. 

 

Civil Rights Movement of the 20th Century  

The  civil rights movement was one of the most significant sources 

of social change in the United States during the 20th Century.  
Calls for freedom, respect, dignity, and equality under the law 

fueled the movement and forced national, state, and local govern-

ments to respond.  In this course, students will earn about the rich 
historical background of the movement and will analyze the politi-

cal and social dynamics of change of the period with a focus on 

the l954-1958 time period.  Students will explore the movement 
from many perspectives using, where possible,  first-hand ac-

counts from the people who lived during this important era in 

United States history. 
 

Facing History and Ourselves: The Individual and Society  

This interdisciplinary elective course will utilize the curriculum 
focus of the nationally recognized program Facing History and 

Ourselves to teach students about being productive members of a 

democratic society. Topics include individuality, formation of 
identity and the effects of society on an individual. The course has 

a community service component that will include outside class 

work. 
 
Visit our website at: 

http://www.medford.k12.ma.us/socstud/index.htm 

 

Electives 
 

Advanced Placement Offerings 
Advanced Placement (AP) courses follow a standardized curriculum 

established by the College Board.  Students electing one of these 

courses are expected to take the Advanced Placement examination in 
May and, depending on the results, may be granted credit and/or 

appropriate placement by a participating college. 

 

AP  European History (Grade 10) 

The Advanced Placement European History course examines the 
development of European History from 1300 to the present day.  The 

class follows a standardized curriculum established by the College 

Board and can be taken in lieu of World History II.  Students electing 
this course are expected to take the Advanced Placement examination 

in May and, depending on the results may be granted credit and/or 

appropriate placement by a participating college. 
 

AP  United States History (Grade 11) 

This Advanced Placement United States History course follows a 
standardized curriculum established by the College Board and can be 

taken in lieu of United States History.  Students electing this course 

are expected to take the Advanced Placement examination in Ma y 
and, depending on the results may be granted credit and/or appropri-

ate placement by a participating college. 

 

AP  Psychology (Grade 12) 

This elective course is for highly motivated Medford High School 

seniors who are interested in taking the Psychology Advanced Place-
ment examination in May.  This course will follow the curriculum 

established by the AP College Board, which will include the content 

areas:  history of psychology, research methods, biology of behavior, 
sensation and perception, consciousness, learning, gender, cognition, 

motivation and emotion, developmental psychology, personality, 

stress and health, abnormal psychology, social psychology and men-
tal health. 

AP U.S. Government & Politics (11-12) 
The AP U.S. Government & Politics: United States course provides 
an analytical perspective on government and politics in the United 

States. This course involves both the study of general concepts used 

to interpret U.S. politics and the analysis of specific case studies. It 
also requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, 

and ideas that constitute U.S. political reality.   Major areas of study 

include:  Constitutional Underpinnings of United States Government; 
Political Beliefs and Behaviors;  Political Parties, Interest Groups, 

and Mass Media; Institutions of National Government: The Congress, 

the Presidency, the Bureaucracy, and the Federal Courts; Public 
Policy; Civil Rights and Civil Liberties. 

 

AP Comparative Government and Politics (12) 

This course introduces students to the fundamental concepts used  to 

study the processes and outcomes of politics in a variety of country 

settings.  It covers the countries of China, Great Britain, Mexico, 
Nigeria, Russia, and Iran and their governments. These countries are 

covered in college-level introductory comparative politics courses. 

By using these six core countries, the course can move the discussion 

of concepts from abstract definition to concrete examples.     



Grade 9 Outcomes 

World History I 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Students will be able to: 

 

• Examine eight major world religions and their 

importance in history. 

• Explore the rise and fall of empires. 

• Describe the development of European political, 

religious, social and economic institutions. 

• Detail European exploration and colonization of 

the Americas, Asia, and Africa. 

• Identify the achievements and contributions of 

Asian, African and American civilizations.  

• Trace the development of revolutions in thought 

and government. 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 10 Outcomes 

World History II 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students will be able to: 

 

• Detail the technological innovations and new 

economic developments of the Industrial Revo-

lution and the new political, economic, and 

scientific ideas and growth of popular culture. 

• Describe the revolutionary and reform move-

ments the reshaped the politics of Europe and 

the Americas in the 1800’s. 

• Explain how nationalism transformed many 

countries throughout the world. 

• Discuss the effects of European and American 

Imperialism in Asia, Africa, and Latin America 

and also the legacy of colonial rule. 

• Identify the causes, events, and results of 

World War I. 

• Trace the growth of fascist and Communist 

dictatorships in Italy, Germany, and the Soviet 

Union. 

• Explain the causes of World War II and the 

major political realignments that followed the 

war. 

• Summarize the causes and impact of the cold 

war. 

• Discuss conflicts in Asia and the region’s emer-

gence as an economic powerhouse. 

• Examine the move toward globalization with a 

focus on the Middle East and Latin America. 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 11 Outcomes 

United States History  

 

Students will be able to: 

 

• Identify the major components of the United 

States Constitution. 

• Describe the period of Reconstruction and its 

long-term effects on the nation and its peoples. 

• Describe the impact of Plessy v. Ferguson and 

Brown v. Board of Education on American 

society. 

• Detail the struggles of Native Americans during 

the late 19th century. 

• Describe the elements and impact of industrial 

expansion in the US. 

• Explain the advent of the corporation, banking, 

and the stock exchange. 

• Identify the role of immigration on the growth 

of American cities. 

• Discuss key events in the labor movement. 

• Identify the major events of the Spanish-

American War and the Progressive movement. 

• Explain the causes and consequences of World 

Wars I and II. 

• Summarize key leaders and goals of the 

women’s suffrage movement. 

• Analyze the events of the 1920’s, including the 

Harlem Renaissance. 

• Describe the advent and effects of the Great 

Depression and FDR’s New Deal. 

• Analyze key issues of the 20th century, includ-

ing the Civil Rights movement, Vietnam War 

and Cold War era. 

• Explain the climate of the post-Cold War era 

and the New World Order. 

• Discuss issues in contemporary American life. 

 


