
Principal’s     

Corner     

What an amazing summer!  I hope you 

were able to relax and now feel ener-

gized for the new school year ahead.   

Welcome to all our families, both new 

and returning!  We have lots in store for 
you, so get ready for the fantastic ad-

ventures we’ve planned…both in and out 
of school.  This newsletter, the district 

website, and the PTO website all serve to 

keep you well informed. 

I’d like to first ask you to please consider 
becoming involved in our community.  

Together we can make exciting things 

happen.  Join the PTO, the Enrichment 
Group, our Garden Club, offer to trans-

late, become a classroom volunteer, or 
work in other activities that excite you.   

A great start is to introduce yourself to 

our many Columbus Family members, 
but don’t forget to also be CORI ap-

proved.  Ask for the form at the front 
office or from your child’s teacher.  Sub-

mitting early ensures you can help all 

year long!   

We have some new faces in the crowd: 
Mr. Jason Drinkwater will be joining us in 

the EL (formerly - English Language 

Learner) department because Mrs. Nancy 
DeRosa left us for the Roberts.  Ms. 

Julianne Magee will replace our retired 
Mrs. Maria Dennen in the Title I Reading 

Program and Ms. Jaclyn Graham joins 

the Columbus as our newest Therapeutic 
Learning Program (TLP) teacher; Ms. 

Jillian Chernobile will replace Sarah With-
erell during her maternity.  Ms. Lauren 

Kruczkowski will be with us full time as a 

school psychologist and in a lead role for 
the TLP and we are excited to have Mr. 

Larry Frey return to our family as a part 
time school psychologist.  Mrs. Liz Ander-

son will be our Behavior Specialist and 
we are interviewing a replacement for 

Mrs. Paula Falvey, who resigned her po-

sition to become a full time librarian in 
Reading. Ms. Sidonie Pierce will replace 

Mrs. Maggiore for the year who has tak-
en a leave of absence. There were also 

a couple of name changes: Ms. Silsbee 

was married over the summer and is 
now known as Mrs. Latorella and Mrs. 

Collins will be known as Ms. Rossi.                      

Please confirm the information printed on 
the yellow emergency card your child 

brought home on the first day of school 

and complete the back.  This information 
allows us to ensure a smooth beginning 

for your child.   As always, if your family’s 
contact information changes during the 

school year,  be sure to let your child’s 
teacher and Mrs. Diskin in the front office 

know.  In order to help keep your child 

safe we need your contact information to 
be as accurate as possible. Thank you. 

Have a FANTASTIC year! 

~ Kathleen Kay 

Assistant Principal’s 

Corner                      

Unbelievable! September is here and it’s 

back to school.  

No doubt you have heard of the Common 

Core Curriculum.  I would like to share 
what the word CORE conjures up for me. 

Calendar - Be sure to mark your calendar 
with all the important school events com-

ing up.  This is a great time to write it 

down before the school pace gets too 
hectic. 

Organize - Staying organized is one of the 
keys to a smooth transition back to 

school.  Help your child learn to pack their 
lunch, backpack, and to lay out school 

clothes the night before. 

Relax - Children can pick up when you are 

nervous or upset about something. Deep 
breathes and mindful thoughts can help 

you through stressful mornings. 

Excitement – It is exciting to be a part of 

our school community.  Get involved!  It is 

a great way to meet new friends.  

I am looking forward to seeing all of you 

in the upcoming weeks. 

Happy Thoughts!                                           
  ~ Mrs. Sherman-Hudson 

IMPORTANT  TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

* TELEPHONE : 781.393.2177 

* FAX :  781.393.2187   

* NURSE : 781.393.2175  

* ABSENCE LINE: 781.393.3503 
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School Council ~ The Columbus Elementary School  needs a new parent and community 

members for our School Council.  If you know anyone interested in either position please 

send them my way. School Council is a representative, school-based committee composed of 

the principal, parents, teachers, and community members.  School Councils expand the par-

ticipation of the school community in its schools’ decision making. Interested people can 

send a short biographical sketch to me by September 12th at my email address: kkay@medford.k12.ma.us. This sketch will 

be used to create a voting ballot, if a vote is necessary. Such a vote will be conducted with the help of the PTO and will take 

place at the Ice Cream Social on September 20th.  THANK YOU! 

 

 

 

 

August 30  First Day of School for Grades1-12.   

August 31  Early Release - 1:30pm Dismissal  

September 2  NO SCHOOL - Labor Day Weekend 

September 5  NO SCHOOL - Labor Day Weekend 

September 6  Introduction to Kindergarten - 9:00am - 10:30am.  

   (Kindergarten Families only.) 

September 7  First Day of School for KINDERGARTEN.                                                   
   Early Release - 1:30pm Dismissal    

September 14 Early Release - 1:30pm Dismissal  

September  15 Back to School /Curriculum Night, 5:30pm-7:30pm 

September  16 Spirit Day - Pajama Day 

September  20 PTO - Ice Cream Social - Cafetorium, 5:30pm - 7:30pm,  

September  21 Early Release - 1:30pm Dismissal  

September 27 Hockmeyer - School Photo Day -  As assigned 

September 28 Hockmeyer - School Photos Day -  As assigned 

   Early Release - 1:30pm Dismissal  

    



School’s First Day of School by Adam Rex. Illustrated by Christian Rob-

inson.  Ages 4-8. It's the first day of school at Frederick Douglass Ele-

mentary and everyone's just a little bit nervous, especially the school 

itself. What will the children do once they come? Will they like the 

school? Will they be nice to him? 

 

The school has a rough start, but as the day goes on, he soon recovers 

when he sees that he's not the only one going through first-day jitters. 

Reviewed at http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25689022-school-s-first-day-of-

school 

The Wild Robot by Peter Brown. Ages 8-12. 

When robot Roz opens her eyes for the first time, she 

discovers that she is alone on a remote, wild island. Why 

is she there? Where did she come from? And, most im-

portant, how will she survive in her harsh surroundings? 

Roz's only hope is to learn from the island's hostile animal 

inhabitants. When she tries to care for an orphaned gos-

ling, the other animals finally decide to help, and the island starts to feel like home. Until 

one day, the robot's mysterious past comes back to haunt her.... Reviewed at 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/26030734-the-wild-robot 
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BOOK                         REVIEWS              

The Medford Public 
Schools has partnered with 
MCC to offer an online 
payment options for your 
convenience.  Go to the 
district website at 

http://www.medfordpublicschools.org and click on the 
For Parents tab, then choose Online Payment Cen-
ter. 

Presently online payments can be made for the sum-
mer fun camp, summer school, summer vocational 
program, and driver’s education. Check the website 
for other programs added as we continue to review 
school fee collections. 

School Lunch/Breakfast is Separate              
Please note that all school lunch online payments are 
separate and must be made at MySchoolBucks.com. 

Service Fees                                                     
Please note that there is a nominal fee for this ser-
vice. If you choose to directly debit your checking ac-
count using your check number and routing code, the 
fee is 25 cents. 

Both ACH and credit cards (MasterCard, Discovery, 
and American Express) are now accepted! 

If you choose to pay with a MasterCard, Discover 
Card, or American Express (at this time there is no 
option to pay with VISA) the 3% fee is based on the 
total amount charged. 

Online Payment Center                                        
You will have to set up an account with eSchool Pay-
ment Center to use the service; please click the link 
on the website to set up an account. 

https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/login/getmain?requestAction=home
https://www1.mcc.net/OneSource/OSPayer/ePayer_Login.aspx?DID=W%2fomnUnBLYUC0ykET4E89ZXrcMQZQtA2qFj07gA%2bXPuZtBh%2fxIa1IWIX4gIpFprI
https://www1.mcc.net/OneSource/OSPayer/ePayer_Login.aspx?DID=W%2fomnUnBLYUC0ykET4E89ZXrcMQZQtA2qFj07gA%2bXPuZtBh%2fxIa1IWIX4gIpFprI


ARRIVE AND DISMISS SAFELY AT THE COLUMBUS 

As we begin a new year, it is 

important to please keep in 

mind that arrival and dismissal protocols have been 

created with the safety of all Columbus Community 

members. Please try your very best to adhere to these 

for a more pleasant arrival and dismissal process for 

all.  

ARRIVAL-8:30am 

 School doors open at 8:30am. Please do not send 

your child to school unaccompanied before 

8:20am as staff is not yet on duty. 

 The car loop works as a one way system. 

 Drivers are NEVER to leave their car unattended 

while in the loop, or on the street outside the loop.  

This is a narrow street and parking on either side 

is illegal.  Parking is only permitted in the few 

spots designated within the loop. 

 Discontinue cell phone use once you enter the 

loop. 

 Always pull your car all the way up to the traffic 

sign located near the bike rack, towards the exit of 

the car loop, even when the loop is empty.  If you 

stop to watch your child go down the stairs, it 

means others cannot get in the loop to drop off/

pick up their child. 

 When possible, only unload and enter your child 

from the car on the school side of the curb. 

 Please do not get out of your car to load/unload 

your child. If you need help ask one of the staff 

members on duty.  We are happy to oblige, but 

know that placing your child on the passenger side 

of the car makes it easier for us to help. 

 Please be patient with those in the loop. While 

many do need to get to another location after leav-

ing the Columbus, safety must be the main con-

cern of all. This means do not pull around cars, 

unless directed by staff to do so. 

 Bus students are led from the bus to the play-

ground to wait in line with the car riders/walkers.  

 Once the children enter the playground they must 

walk to their class line and chat with friends while 

waiting for the bell to ring.  Ball playing, running 

around, and using the playground is not permitted 

as we do not have staff available at this time to 

ensure safe play. 

 The bell will ring once, which tells all children to 

freeze.  The second bell signals that the children 

get into their class lines for a quiet entrance into 

the building. 

DISMISSAL-2:35pm 

 Car riders/walkers are walked to the playground 

by their teachers for parent pick up. Parents are 

asked not to come into the school at this busy time 

of day. 

 Bus students are dismissed from three locations 

within the building: the cafeteria and the two main 

hallways. 

 If you do not want your child to ride home on the 

bus on any given day, you must send your child in 

with a note detailing this request.  If the child does 

not have a note, they will be placed on the bus. 

 If you come to school to pick your child up from 

the bus line, you must first show the door monitor 

ID, sign your child out, and wait outside the front 

of the building.  Let the teacher on duty know you 

are looking to take your child off the bus line and 

that you signed your child out with the door moni-

tor.  

 

Keep in mind that staff is present to help your child 

enter and leave the 

school safely. Follow-

ing these rules helps us 

do our job. 

THANK YOU! 
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