
Principal’s Corner   

Happy October!  Thanks to 

the efforts of the Columbus 
staff, PTO, and all our fami-

lies, we are off to an awesome start!  
I hope that you enjoyed our Ice 
Cream Social and I thank you for at-
tending our re-scheduled Back to 
School/Curriculum Night. If you are 
interested in helping us provide Child 
Care for next year’s Back to 
School/Curriculum Night, please be 
sure to let the PTO know you are 
willing to help so that we can sign  
you up and organize it WELL in ad-
vance.  Thanks as always for your 
support.   

If you need further clarification on 
what to expect as your child’s year 
progresses, please be sure to make 
an appointment with your child’s 
teacher.  Open communication is the 
key to success and we want to be 
sure you understand how you can 
support your child’s learning at 
home.    Each teacher can be 
emailed by typing their first initial 
followed by last name and then 
@medford.k12.ma.us. 

Please be sure to attend the first PTO 
Meeting on October 5th at 7:00pm.  
It’s a great opportunity to become 
involved, meet community members, 
and learn about the wonderful events 
planned for the year ahead.  Check 
out the calendar on page 2 for all of 
October’s events! 

I would like to ask that parents NOT 
park in the school’s parking lot.  It, 
unfortunately, is not large enough for 
the staff.  Parent parking needs to be 
along the legal areas surrounding 
the school campus. REMINDER: The 
car loop is a MOVING loop ONLY. 
Parents should never leave their car 
unattended when in the loop.  
Thank you for your help in this mat-
ter. 

Please remember to further help 

your child’s education by reading with 
him/her every day.  It will allow you 
to bond with your child and to watch 
the magic of imagination and learning 
happen right before your eyes.  
THANK YOU! 

~ Kathleen Kay 

Assistant Principal’s 

Corner                         

It was great seeing your 

children getting back into the rhythm 
of the school day. 

The October cool, crisp days will soon 
be here and we have to get our 
sweaters and jackets out of the clos-
ets.  Therefore, I would like to send 
out some friendly reminders: 

 Children are taking off their jack-

ets and leaving them in the school 
yard.  Our Lost and Found is start-
ing to grow, so please remember 
to label your child’s name on 
their belongings.  

 Also don’t forget to send in a 

change of clothes appropriate 

for the season.  No one wants to 

change into shorts in December!  

Accidents happen all the time 

whether the children are in Kinder-

garten or 5th Grade. Calling home 

to get a change of clothes is dis-

ruptive to your family and to your 

child’s education.   

 Enjoy this Harvest season ! 

~Mrs. Sherman-Hudson 

  

IMPORTANT  TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

* TELEPHONE : 781.393.2177 

* FAX :  781.393.2187   

* NURSE : 781.393.2175  

* ABSENCE LINE: 781.393.3503 
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September 30  The City of Medford presents - OUTSIDE FREE Movie Night, 6:30pm,  

       Columbus Park. Come watch Pixar’s “Inside Out,” sponsored by the  

       Mayor’s office. 

October 1  7th Annual Harvest Your Energy Festival, 12:00pm-3:00pm.  

   Location: Behind the McGlynn Elementary School at the base of Medford’s wind  
   turbine (Rain location: Inside the school).  

October 4  School Council Meeting, 7:00pm, Columbus Conference Room 

October 5  Walk to School Day - Join your neighbors in a healthy walk to school today 

   Early Release - 1:30pm Dismissal  

   PTO Meeting, 7:00pm, Columbus Library   

October 10  NO SCHOOL - Columbus Day 

October 12  Early Release - 1:30pm Dismissal    

October 17 - 21 Scholastic Book Fair. Students will attend with classroom teacher as assigned  

October  18  PTO Evening Scholastic Book Fair,  5:30pm - 7:30pm, 2nd floor Computer Lab. 

October  19  Early Release - 1:30pm Dismissal  

October  20  PTO sponsored event: True Story Theater - Stories of Welcome, 5:30pm - 8:00pm, 
   Columbus Cafetorium 

October  24  Handel & Haydn Performance, Grades 3-5, times as assigned. 

October  25  Spirit Day - Conduct & Citizenship winners request  

October  26  Early Release - 1:30pm Dismissal  

October 27  Jumpstart Read for the Record - Columbus School will again help break the record for 
   the most people reading the same book on  the same day! 

October 28  PTO sponsored: Museum of Science Presentation - States of Matter - Grade 3 

October 31  Halloween 

    



Be Glad Your Dad is Not an Octopus!  Written by Matthew Logelin and Sara Jensen, Illustrated by 

Jared Chapman.  Ages 3-6. 

 

Two children imagine their father as different animals, all with bad results. If your dad were a dog, he 

would lick your face. If he were a tortoise, everything would take way too long. A monkey dad would 

feed you insects. If he were a unicorn, no one would believe in him. Iguanas, skunks, dung beetles, 

and whales would all make terrible fathers for human children. The list of 

alternative father animals goes on, with similarly unappealing outcomes. 

The moral is that though kids may sometimes wish their dads were differ-

ent, they should be happy with the parents they have. The book concludes 

with fun animal facts for each featured creature. This playful celebration of 

dads is perfect for storytime or one-on-one reading.~Laura Hunter, Mount 

Laurel Library, NJ.  Taken from https://www.amazon.com/Glad-Your-Dad-

Not-Octopus/dp/031625438X 

The Littlest Bigfoot written by Jennifer Weiner. Ages 8-12. 

 

From New York Times bestselling author Jennifer Weiner comes a laugh-

out-loud funny and painstakingly real tale of friendship, furry creatures, 

and finding the place where you belong. 

 

Twelve-year-old Alice Mayfield is uncomfortable in her own skin. Ignored 

by her family, shipped off to boarding school, Alice slips through the world 

unseen and unnoticed. More than anything Alice would like a friend. And 

when she rescues mysterious, spirited Millie Maximus from drowning in a 

lake one day, she finds one. 

 

But Millie is a Bigfoot, part of a long-forgotten clan who dwell deep in the woods, silent and 

hidden from the human eye. Most Bigfoots believe that people—No-Furs, as they call them—are 

dangerous, yet Millie is fascinated with the No-Fur world. Millie is convinced that humans will 

appreciate all the things about her that her Bigfoot tribe does not: her fearless nature, her 

lovely singing voice, and her desire to be a star. 

 

Alice swears to protect Millie and her tribe, and the two girls go in pursuit of a place where 

they both fit in. But what they don’t know is that a league of Bigfoot hunters is on their trail, led 

by a lonely kid named Jeremy. And in order to survive, Alice and Millie have to put their trust in 

each other—and their faith in themselves—above all else. 

http://www.jenniferweiner.com/thinklittle/ 
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BOOK                         REVIEWS              

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_3?ie=UTF8&text=Jared+Chapman&search-alias=books&field-author=Jared+Chapman&sort=relevancerank


Conversations About School 
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When you think of parent involvement, do you picture moms and dads volunteering in classrooms?  

That’s one way to help—but research shows that supporting your child’s education at home is even 

more important.  Here are four conversations that will help you stay involved. 

“Let’s see what you brought home.” 

Look at completed work to find what your youngster is learning and how well he/she’s doing.  You 

could comment on his/her social studies report  or pottery project, for instance.  (“You know a lot 

about our state’s history!”)  Also, respond to notes from the teacher and sign daily agendas. 

“Show me what you have for homework.” 

It’s your child’s job to do his/her homework, but you play a role, too.    Make sure he/she knows 

what he/she’s supposed to do by having him/her explain the assignments to you.  After he/she fin-

ishes the homework, glance over the work to see that it’s complete.  If he/she consistently does not 

understand the assignment  or homework becomes a battle at home, please contact your child’s 

teacher right away. 

“Describe a book you enjoyed  today.” 

This gives you an idea of what your child prefers to read.  Then, build a daily reading habit by asking 

what he/she’d like to read tonight. Encourage his/her reading and listening skills by reading aloud 

to him/her and letting him/her read to you. 

“Tell me what you learned that you’d like to know more about.” 

Use interests as jumping-off points for activities to share.  If he/she likes geometry, you might do 

tangrams together. If he/she’s fascinated by how animals adapt to winter, take her to the library to 

research the subject or to the zoo to see live animals. 

Asking, “How was school today?” might not get you very far.  Instead, ask questions like these for a 

better picture of your youngster’s day: 

 “What’s the coolest thing that happened? What wasn’t so cool?” 

 “Pretend you’re the teacher.  How would you describe the day?” 

 “What made you laugh?” 

 “What was the most creative thing you did?” 

 “How were you kind or helpful today?  Was anyone kind or helpful to you?” 

Taken from Home & School Connection© 2016 Resources for Educators, a division of CCH Incor-
porated. 


